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1. Context / Background 

 The endorsement of the Africa Consensus Statement to Rio+20 by the AUC Summit while significant, 

was only a first step towards ensuring that Africa’s priorities and interests feature prominently in the 

Rio+20 outcomes. The attainment of this objective calls for, among other things, ensuring a wide 

understanding of Africa’s position on the objectives and themes of Rio+20, and strengthening strategic 

partnerships.  

 In order to foster coalition building around Africa’s key priorities and concerns, and thus facilitating 

Africa’s negotiations on the Rio+20 outcome document, an Africa Day will be held under the theme 

Accelerating Progress towards Sustainable Development in Africa. This theme is critical to ensure 

that past achievements as identified in various review reports are consolidated, while challenges and 

opportunities are addressed adequately.  

 The overall objective is to provide guidance and to facilitate consultations in order to ensure the 

coordination of Africa’s preparations for the Conference in an effective and efficient manner. 

2. AfDB’s Participation 

 As Africa’s premier finance institution, the Bank in collaboration with AUC, UNEP and UNDP will 

support UNECA in: 

 Enhancing awareness and understanding of Africa’s sustainable development priorities and 

concerns, as well as the challenges and opportunities to accelerate progress towards 

sustainable development in the region;  

 Providing a platform that will result in policy messages and recommendations on accelerating 

progress towards sustainable development to inform the discussions at Rio+20; 

 Enhancing buy-in and support for Africa’s negotiating positions at Rio+20; and  

 Strengthening partnerships for the advancement of Africa’s sustainable development agenda. 

 In the medium to long-term, strengthened partnerships with like-minded institutions will enable the 

Bank to not only foster support for its initiatives, but also to draw on the comparative advantage of 

partners (e.g. knowledge work) in order to more meaningfully respond to the needs of Africa countries 

as the development paradigm evolves.  

 The stakes are high for Africa and as the sustainable development agenda evolves, it is in the Bank’s 

best interest to identify where the need in Africa is greatest.   

3. Key Issues/Questions under Discussion  

 Africa Day theme: Accelerating progress towards sustainable development.    

Topics under discussion include:  

 NEPAD as a framework for sustainable development in Africa 

 Means of Implementation: 
 Financing sustainable development 
 Technology for sustainable development 
 Capacity development for sustainable development  

 Building partnerships for sustainable development: 
 International cooperation 
 The role of Major Groups 
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 Mobilizing political leadership for sustainable development 

 The Bank will address the theme on Finance as Means of Implementation: 

 Financing will be paramount for achieving Green Growth targets and more broadly sustainable 

development goals. Adequate financing remains a critical factor for the development of the 

main economic sectors, including agriculture, energy, transport and water and sanitation;   

 The evolving concept of green growth should be implemented in such a way as not to pose an 

additional burden to already constrained countries.  

 

4. Key thoughts 

 Adequate means of implementation is a prerequisite for the implementation of the Green Growth 
development agenda; 

 Infrastructure development continues to be important for Africa's continued socio-economic growth. 

There is an urgent need for continued investment in public transport systems, roads, ports, hospitals 

and schools. These will require huge financial resources and hence the need for innovative financial 

solutions for raising adequate funds.  

 African countries should begin to clearly show on the effective use of their own limited national 

resources before turning to donors for aid. However, the requisite support and resources should be 

provided for the upfront investment costs faced in the bid to transition to a green economy.  

 Countries need to increase their absorptive capacity to use internal and external financial resources. 

However, additional conditionalities should not be placed on countries to discourage ownership of 

emerging development paths such as green growth. 

 Continued commitment to achieving the MDGs is paramount. There is a resource gap to achieve the 

MDGs, resources committed should not be diverted to emerging SDGs –these should be supported by 

new resource commitments.   

 Need to accelerate regional integration and expand African solidarity and cooperation. 

 


