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1.0 Background  
On 11 December 2009, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted a resolution to 
organize the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD), otherwise 
referred to as Rio+20, at the highest possible level, including Heads of State and Government, in 
Brazil in June 2012. The objective of the Conference is to secure renewed political commitment 
for sustainable development, assess progress to date and the remaining gaps in the 
implementation of the outcomes of the major summits on sustainable development, and to 
address new and emerging challenges. The Conference will focus on two themes: a green 
economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication; and the institutional 
framework for sustainable development.  

To ensure Africa’s effective participation at the Rio+20 Conference, a regional preparatory 
process was established. The process is spearheaded by ECA, jointly with the African Union 
Commission (AUC) and the African Development Bank (AfDB), and in strong partnership with 
Regional Economic Communities (RECs), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)1. The overall objective is to provide 
guidance and to facilitate consultations in order to ensure the coordination of Africa’s 
preparations for the Conference in an effective and efficient manner. The regional preparatory 
process is also intended to strengthen the regional consultative mechanism to support national, 
subregional and regional implementation after the Conference.  

The Process is deemed important in light of the findings of reviews conducted by ECA and its 
partners on how Africa has fared in implementing sustainable development agreements.  Several 
reviews on the implementation of Agenda 21 in Africa revealed that progress was limited. 
Furthermore, a five-year review of the implementation of the outcomes of WSSD in Africa 
conducted in 2007 revealed that while some progress had been made in implementing the 
sustainable development agenda in Africa, many challenges and constraints remained. The 
review also showed that adequate means of implementation within the framework of effectively 
functioning institutional and strategic frameworks for sustainable development are crucial. The 
most recent review conducted in the context of the Africa regional preparatory process for 
Rio+20 revealed that there was measurable progress in the implementation of sustainable 
development-related commitments, including the Millennium Development Goals.  

The highlight of the Africa regional preparatory process was the convening of the Africa 
Regional Preparatory Conference for Rio+20 in October 2011, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The 
Conference adopted the Africa Consensus Statement to Rio+20 as Africa’s common position on 
the objectives and themes of Rio+20. The Statement constituted Africa’s collective input to the 
zero draft of the Rio+20 Outcome Document and was subsequently approved by the 18th Summit 
of the African Union Assembly of Heads of State and Government held in January 2012 in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia. 

 

 

                                                 
1 A website dedicated to the Africa Regional Preparatory Process for Rio+20 can be accessed at: 
http://www.uneca.org/eca_programmes/sdd/events/Rio20/CFSSD7.asp 
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2.0 Rationale for the Africa Day 
The endorsement of the Africa Consensus Statement to Rio+20 by the AU Summit while 
significant, is only a first step towards ensuring that Africa’s priorities and interests feature 
prominently in the Rio+20 outcomes. The attainment of this objective calls for, among other 
things, an in-depth reflection on Africa’s sustainable development priorities, and strengthening 
strategic alliances and partnerships. Towards this end, an Africa Day will be held under the 
theme Accelerating Progress towards Sustainable Development in Africa.  

 
3.0 Organizer 
 
The Africa Day is being organized by the Republic of Congo jointly with the African Union 
Commission (AUC), the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), the 
African Development Bank (AfDB), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the 
United Nations Office of the Special Adviser on Africa (UNOSAA), and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP).  
 
4.0  Objectives  
 
The objectives of the Africa Day are: 
 
1. To provide a high level platform to deliberate on Africa’s progress towards sustainable 

development, and identify strategies and measures necessary to accelerate progress; and 
2. To mobilize strategic partnerships around Africa’s key priorities and concerns, with a view to 

facilitating Africa’s negotiations at the Conference, and ensure that they are adequately 
reflected in the outcomes of Rio+20. 

 
5.0 Format of the Africa Day  
 
The Africa Day will consist of a 3h30m, moderated High Level Roundtable, focusing on 
strengthening and speeding up implementation and mobilising political leadership. Panelists will 
include African Heads of State and Government as well as ministers and representatives of major 
groups. Africa’s development partners will also participate in the event. Panelists will also be 
drawn from regional and institutions and UN Agencies. The roundtable will be followed by a 
Press Conference, and conclude with a cocktail reception.  
 
5.1 The High Level Roundtable on Accelerating progress towards sustainable 

development 
 
The High Level Roundtable discussions will provide a platform for Africa and partners to reflect 
on Africa’s sustainable development priorities, focusing in particular on strengthening and 
accelerating implementation, as well as mobilizing political leadership.  
 
The roundtable will be moderated by an experienced communication expert, who will introduce 
the objectives and topics to be addressed, as well as the panelists.  
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A representative of the Joint AUC/AfDB/ECA Tri-partite Secretariat will make introductory 
remarks, following which the invited Heads of State and Government will address the gathering, 
with a view to set the tone for, and inspire, the ministerial-level discussions. 
 
Following a short coffee-break, the roundtable will resume at the ministerial level. The 
moderator will summarise the key messages emerging from the Heads of State and Government 
segment, and will then invite ministers and representatives from major groups, regional 
organizations and UN agencies, to speak to the different topics under the theme. Questions from 
the floor will be invited.  
 
Topics to be addressed during the ministerial segment will include:  
 

• Progress towards sustainable development in Africa;  
• Means of implementation; and  
• Building partnerships for sustainable development.  

 
Recommendations and key policy messages will be synthesized with a view to informing the 
discussions at the Rio+20 Conference. A communiqué on the outcomes of the roundtable 
discussions will be issued and disseminated widely.  

In order to ensure that the theme of the Africa Day is addressed effectively, panelists will be 
selected taking into account their areas of expertise and experience, as well as the need for a 
good balance between policy makers, practitioners, and major groups. Panelists will include 
African Heads of State and Government, development partners, including at the Heads of State 
and Government level, Heads of African regional institutions and UN Agencies, and high level 
representatives of major groups. 

5.2 Press Conference: Accelerating progress towards sustainable development in Africa 
 

At the end of the High Level Roundtable, a 30 minutes press conference to be led by Africa’s 
political leadership will be held. Regional and international journalists will be invited. The 
objective of the press conference is to disseminate to a wide audience the outcomes of the 
Roundtable, with a focus on key policy messages that could inform the discussions at the Rio+20 
Conference. The Press Conference will be followed by a reception. 

 
6.0 Expected outcomes 
The event is expected to result into the following outcomes that will contribute to shaping the 
Rio+20 outcome: 
 
1. Enhanced awareness and understanding of Africa’s sustainable development priorities and 

concerns, as well as the challenges and opportunities to accelerate progress towards 
sustainable development in the region; 

2. Key policy messages and recommendations on accelerating progress towards sustainable 
development to inform the discussions at Rio+20; 

3. Enhanced buy-in and support for Africa’s negotiating positions at Rio+20; and 
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4. Strengthened partnerships for the advancement of Africa’s sustainable development agenda.  
 
7.0 Target audience 
 
• Africa’s political leadership and partners, including at the level of Heads of Government and 

State  
• Heads of Delegations from other regions of the world 
• Heads of UN Agencies 
• Bilateral and multilateral development partners 
• Major Groups  
 
8.0 Working language 
 
The working languages will be English and French. Simultaneous interpretation in the two 
languages will be available.  
 
9.0 Date and venue 
 
The Event will be held on 19 June 2012 in room T4 at the RioCentro, from 13:30 to 17:00. The 
Press Conference will take place from 17:30 to 18:00 in the main press briefing room of the 
Media Centre (Pavilion 3), followed by a one-hour reception commencing at 18:30 at the 
Sheraton Barra Hotel, just outside RioCentro. 


