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New Faces New Voices and the African Development 
Bank present the 2nd African Women’s Economic 
Summit, 12-14 July, Lagos, Nigeria 
 
 “African Women Financing the Future” 

 

Day 1:  

 
Thursday, July 12 
 

Pre-event for local Nigerians and summit delegates 
 
 

 
 
12:30 – 14:30 

 

Pre-event for local Nigerians and summit delegates 

Lunch: “Women Reclaiming their Power” 

The pre-event takes place before the official opening of the Summit on 13th 
July.  This event is for women only and is aimed at showcasing examples of 
women leaders to hear their personal stories on how they have achieved 
success.  Possible speakers include: 

 Graҫa Machel, Founder, New Faces New Voices 

 Evelyn Oputu, Managing Director, Bank of Industry 

 Linah Mohohlo, Governor, Bank of Botswana 

 Successful female entrepreneur 

The panelists will talk about their experiences and make suggestions on how 
women’s organizations can improve their lobbying efforts to have more 
impact.  This will be an interactive session which will also provide an 
opportunity to hear from women on the ground about the challenges and 
obstacles they face as entrepreneurs, business leaders, and employees in the 
financial sector.  The discussion is meant to inspire women to aim higher in 
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their business and career endeavors, and to help women’s organizations to 
improve their lobbying and advocacy efforts.   
 
 

 
16:00 – 18:30  

 
Matchmaking Session for Women Entrepreneurs and Funders  
 

 
16:00 – 19:00 

 
Registration 
 

 
19:00 – 20:30 

 
Evening Cocktail Reception for Summit Delegates 
 

 

Day 2:  Summit Opening Day  

 
7:30 – 8:30 
 
8:45 

 
Registration at Federal Palace Hotel 
 
Delegates seated 
 

 
9:00 – 10:30 Welcome Remarks:  Mrs Graҫa Machel, Founder, New Faces New Voices 

Dr Donald Kaberuka, President, African Development Bank 

Keynote speaker: Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Minister of Finance, Federal 
Republic of Nigeria (tbc) 
 
 

 
10:30 – 11:30  

 
Program Highlights from NFNV and National Chapters 
Ms. Nomsa Daniels, Executive Director, New Faces New Voices 
 
Since 2010, the Pan-African expansion of New Faces New Voices has 
proceeded at a rapid pace with 15 national chapters established in 
Cameroon, Cote D’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, 
Uganda and Zambia.  This session will highlight some of the activities that the 
chapters are pursuing in the areas of increasing women’s access to finance, 
capacity building for women entrepreneurs and women in finance, and 
leadership development. 
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11:30 – 11:45 
 

 
Coffee Break 

 
11:45 – 13:00 
 

From Nairobi to Lagos: Progress on Pledges 
 
This session will examine some of the pledges that were made by various 
institutions at the Nairobi Summit, which was held in March 2010, and what 
progress has been made in meeting these pledges.  Representatives of 
different institutions will make 10-15 presentations on what progress they 
have made in meeting their pledges, with an emphasis on lessons learned, 
challenges and obstacles, and future plans. 
 
Presentations to be made by Postbank, ABSA, Standard Bank, African 
Development Bank and IFC 
 
   

 
13:00 – 14:30 
 

 
Lunch 

 
14:30 –15:30  
 

 
Increasing Women’s Access to Finance: Challenges and Opportunities 
 
Dr Sanusi Lamido Sanusi, Governor, Central Bank of Nigeria  
Ms Linah Mohohlo, Governor, Central Bank of Botswana  
HE Charles Konan Banny, Governor, Central Bank of West African States 
 
The Governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria will give a brief overview of 
various programs initiated by the Central Bank to increase women’s access to 
finance and promote women’s leadership in the financial sector, both within 
the bank and in the Nigerian financial sector.  
 
This will be followed by a panel discussion with Central Bank Governors from 
three countries on the regulatory policy challenges and opportunities to 
improving women’s access to finance and financial services.      
 

 
15:30 – 15:45 
 

 
Coffee Break 

 
15:45 – 16:45 
 
 

 
CEO Roundtable and Drivers of Change 
 
CEOs from commercial banks that focus on the women’s market segment will 
talk about their strategies in 3 areas: a) bridging the funding gap for women-
owned small and medium-sized enterprises, b) innovative approaches in the 
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area of SME lending, and c) fast-tracking women’s leadership in the financial 
sector.  The purpose of this session is to demonstrate what is already being 
done by some companies to serve as an example of what other banks can do. 
 
Ms. Maria Ramos, CEO, ABSA, South Africa 
 

 
16:45 – 17:00 

 
Closing Remarks 
 

 
19:00 – 22:00 
 

 
Gala Dinner 

 

 

Day 3:  Summit Closing Day 

 
9:00 – 10:30 
 

 
Strengthening the Female Economy in West Africa 
 
This session will provide an overview of the economic landscape in West 
Africa using micro-economic indicators to demonstrate areas where women 
play a strong role such as agriculture and cross-border trade.  By drawing on 
global indexes such as the World Bank’s Financial Index, the World Economic 
Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report, the Economist Intelligence Unit 
Women’s Economic Opportunity Index, and the World Bank Report on 
Women, Business and the Law, speakers will talk about how to strengthen 
the role of women in economic development and what constraints they 
continue to face.   
 
Professor Olabisi Aina, Head, Gender Development Institute, Obafenui 
Awolowo University, Ile Ife, Nigeria 
Mr. Jean-Louis Billon, President, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
Côte d’Ivoire 
 

 
10:30 – 11:00 
 

 
Coffee& Tea Break 

 
11:00 – 12:30 

 
Working Sessions 1-3 
 
The participants will be divided into three groups for smaller in-depth 
discussions.  The three sessions will run simultaneously and the moderator 
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will give a report-back to the plenary session.   
 
Session 1:  Strengthening the Pipeline of Women Entrepreneurs 
 

 This session will use empirical research to demonstrate the 
characteristics and magnitude of the women’s market segment in 
contrast to the low levels of financial inclusion for women in Africa.  
Capacity building programs that can strengthen the pipeline of 
women entrepreneurs who can access capital will be examined to 
see how we can strengthen the pipeline of women entrepreneurs.  
Diagnostic tools that can help financial institutions see how well they 
are serving this market will also be examined. 

 
 
Session 2: Closing the Funding Gap for Women-Owned SMEs 
 

 Over the past decade we have seen the establishment of a number 
of large African funds in the public and private sector that target 
women-owned SMEs. The majority of these funds have not done 
well and as a result, there is considerable market “push-back” 
relating to allocating more funds for women entrepreneurs.  This 
session will analyse the major reasons funds find it difficult to reach 
their targets and access bankable deals, how to make the SME 
market  attractive for financial institutions and investors and how to 
encourage new players such as private equity companies and social 
impact investors to enter this market. 

 
Session 3: Multiplying Faces and Amplifying the Voices of Women 
 

 This session will review the current landscape on women in 
leadership positions in the financial sector throughout Africa. 
Interventions needed to fill the vacuum including the need for 
legislative changes and what these should be will be examined.  
Successful mentoring, training and career development programmes 
will be presented.   

 

 
12:30 – 14:00 
 

 
Lunch 

 
14:00 – 15:30 
 

 
Working Sessions 4-6 
 
Session 4: Creating Bankable Deals in the Micro-enterprise Space 
 

 Studies have shown that the majority of micro-enterprises that 
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receive funding never graduate beyond the microfinance institutions 
that support them. There are numerous theories relating to why 
micro businesses fail to move along this growth path.   This session 
will explore how to graduate informal and formal micro-enterprises 
into sustainable businesses that can grow from micro to small and 
small to medium, including the type of technical support, financial 
education and training they need.   

 
Session 5: Financial Innovation – Leveraging  on technology, information 
and linkages  
 

 To significantly scale up access to finance, providers and investors 
need to think outside the box to reduce costs, identify new markets  
and profitable opportunities, and deliver financial services that meet 
an unmet demand in a sustainable manner. What role does 
technology  and access to information play in financial innovation 
that will lead to significant scale up in access to finance? Participants 
will exchange ideas on innovative financial models  to reaching 
women entrepreneurs and the un-banked, and what role technology 
and information play in supporting business growth and deepening 
financial inclusion. 

 
Session 6: Changing Mindsets 
 

 This session is about equipping participants to challenge the 
prevailing mindset that is holding back African women from 
achieving their full potential.  Building greater gender diversity in the 
workplace means undergoing a paradigm shift - recognizing and 
confronting unconscious bias and other cultural impediments that 
impede women’s progress in the financial sector.  Financial 
institutions need to embrace diversity as a key business imperative 
and more African companies need to adopt and implement 
international codes of good practice such as the Women’s 
Empowerment Principles to improve working conditions for women. 

 

 
15:30 – 16:00 

 
Report Back from Session Moderators 
 
 

 
16:00 – 17:00 

 
The Way Forward: Towards Tangible, Measurable Progress in Women’s 
Economic Advancement 
 
The final session will elicit and document new pledges from key stakeholders 
in the financial sector.  These pledges will be monitored and tracked by NFNV 
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and reported back on at the next Summit in 2014. 
 

 
17:00 – 17:30 
 

 
Closing Remarks 
 
Graҫa Machel and Donald Kaberuka 
 

 
19:00 – 23:00 

 
Cultural Evening of Song and Dance 
 

 

 


