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 Your Excellency, the Prime Minister of the 

Republic of Benin; 

 Your Excellency, the Deputy Prime Minister of 

the Democratic Republic of Congo; 

 Honourable Ministers; 

 The President of the African Development Bank; 

 Representatives of, Bilateral and Multilateral 

Regional Development Institutions; 

 Heads of Private Sector Enterprises; 

 Distinguished Guests; 

 Representatives of Media Organisations; 

 Ladies and Gentlemen. 
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It gives me great pleasure to speak today on the occasion 

of the High-Level Meeting on Energy initiated by the 

African Development Bank (ADB). 

 

On behalf of the President of the Republic of Cote 

d'Ivoire, HE. Alassane Ouattara, and of the Government, 

I would like to acknowledge your presence and wish you 

the traditional Akwaba, that is to say, a warm welcome to 

all participants from outside this country. 

 

I especially thank, on behalf of the Ivorian Government, the 

Prime Minister of Benin, the Vice-Prime Minister of the 

Democratic Republic of Congo and Ministers from other 

brotherly countries who have honoured us with their 

distinguished presence. 

 

Allow me, finally, to welcome and warmly thank Dr 

Akinwumi ADESINA for the timely initiative of this 

meeting whose importance cannot be overemphasized.  

 

Mister President of the AfDB, 

This first high-level meeting you have convened perfectly 

expresses your ambition and determination to quickly 

implement your action programme which was outlined 

when you took office. 
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Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Energy is one of the key vectors of any sustainable 

economic development and is especially beneficial to the 

population. Africa’s challenge is to have reliable, good 

quality, abundant energy evenly distributed across the 

continent. 

 

Mobilization around this issue must be stronger and pool 

all synergies, especially public and private, to implement 

a concerted and common proactive strategy to address 

the energy challenge in Africa. 

 

To this end, I am pleased to acknowledge the new 

dynamism that is permeating this sector, with many 

initiatives for Africa’s energy security. Prominent among 

them are: 

 

- The Maputo Declaration on Energy in November 
2010 under the auspices of the African Union 
(AU); 

- POWER AFRICA initiative established in July 
2013 by President Barack Obama. 

- And the first meeting of the West African 
Leaders Group of Energy (WAELG) held in Cote 
d’Ivoire last June, bringing together the private 
and public sectors at the initiative of the Special 
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Representative of the United Nations Secretary 
General in charge of Energy, Mr. YUMKELLA. 

In addition, 193 UN member countries adopted at the end 

of September 2015, the important Agenda 2030 for 

sustainable development. This agenda includes as Goal 7 

"Ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable 

and modern energy for all." 

 

In this context, today's meeting is an opportunity for us, 

Africans, to reassert our commitment to the development 

of this sector and to express our strong and active 

solidarity for the design and implementation of major 

energy projects. This meeting marks the time for action 

to speed up the pace of investment in the energy sector 

in Africa. 

 

In fact, the population’s access to modern energy services 

remains a real concern for our continent. In sub- Saharan 

Africa, for example, 600 million people live without 

electricity. In the ECOWAS region, 77% of the population 

do not have access to electricity. The population in Africa 

represents 15% of the world's population but consumes 

only 3% of the electricity produced globally. Similarly, the 

continent's installed energy capacity is too low, about 147 

GW, which is the same as that of Belgium, and its total 

electricity consumption is less than that of Spain. 
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Yet, as we all know, energy underpins prosperity and well-

being, essential to health and basic education, as well as 

industrial and agricultural development. 

 

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

However, it should be noted that the energy sector in 

Africa presents enormous opportunities. The millions of 

African energy-poor households represent a market of 

around USD 10 billion per year of energy. 

 

The renewable energy sector is growing in Africa thanks to 

the use of solar, wind and biomass resources. 

 

The continent would benefit from increasing the share of 

renewable energy in order to contend with the constantly 

growing energy demand while preserving our 

environment and the long-term competitiveness of our 

economies. 

 

According to figures from the African Development Bank 

(AfDB), Africa will need, by 2040, a yearly funding of about 

USD 42 billion to meet its energy needs. This highlights 

the need to increase private sector investment, including 

through Public-Private Partnerships (PPP). 
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At the sub-regional level, concerted and coordinated 

actions must be conducted in order to carry out common 

interest projects such as electrical interconnection 

projects. This approach, in keeping with our integration 

policy, has enabled Cote d'Ivoire to supply electricity to 

Ghana, Togo, Benin, Burkina, Mali, and ultimately, Sierra 

Leone, Liberia and Guinea. 

 

Deepening the public energy policy reforms is henceforth 

an emergency in the conduct of projects. These relate to 

the deregulation of the electricity sector and alignment 

of the attendant regulatory framework to provide an 

incentive and secure framework to the private sector. 

 

In Cote d'Ivoire, PPPs are backed by a constantly 

improving regulatory framework and business 

environment, in view of ongoing deep structural and 

sectoral reforms. 

 

Government action aims to ensure the establishment of a 

favourable and attractive environment for private 

investment. 

 

With this advantage, the Ivorian Government plans to 

increase the installed capacity from 1772 MW of 

electricity currently to 2000 MW at the end of 2015 and 
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4,000 MW by 2020. To date, the implementation of the 

national electrification programme has already covered 

over 800 localities from 2011 to 2014. All localities 

with more than 500 inhabitants will be electrified by 

2020. In addition, electricity interconnection programmes 

already in place already help to provide electricity to 

neighbouring and brotherly countries, namely Ghana, 

Togo, Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali, and ultimately, Guinea, 

Liberia and Sierra Leone. 

 

We need to continue the reforms with courage and 

determination. It is only in this manner that we can 

establish stable long-term policies that will benefit our 

citizens. 

 

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Promoting a dynamic and strong energy sector must be a 

priority for African States. This high-level meeting on 

energy, therefore, offers an exceptional opportunity for 

further reflection for the energy sector to play a leading 

role in the growth of our States. 

 

That is why we welcome the launch of this "New Deal for 

Energy in Africa" initiative by the African Development 

Bank. The Ivorian Government is committed alongside our 
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common Institution to support this effort. I am convinced 

that all African Governments will participate in this vision 

and provide the necessary support towards its 

achievement. 

 

On this renewed commitment, I conclude my statement 

and, on behalf of President of the Republic, HE. 

Alassane Ouattara, declare open the high-level meeting 

on energy organised by the African Development Bank. 

 

Thank you for your kind attention. 


