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ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK GROUP  

SPOUSE PROGRAM  

 
 

Information and Advise for the Visits 
 
 

 All participants will be picked up from and dropped off at Crowne Plaza Hotel 

 Participants should arrive at Crowne Plaza Hotel, at least 15 minutes before the 
scheduled departure time. 

 Expected maximum temperature in Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar would be 42*c 
on 23rd and 24th May 2017. 

 The times for starting the visits have been fixed to avoid the peak-time for high 
temperatures during the day. 

 Participants are advised to bring their hats.  Hats will also be provided by the 
organisers of the visits. 

 Sun glasses will also be a useful accessory. 

 It is suggested that participants dress in comfortable clothing and shoes that are 
suitable for tourist visit. 

 Water and juice will be available during the tours. 

 During the Heritage Walk on 24th May 2017, ladies are requested to wear long skirts 
falling below the knees and blouses / shirts which cover your shoulders. Gentlemen 
kindly wear full length trousers with shirt / T-shirt covering your shoulders. 

 Comfortable walking shoes are advisable on both days.  



 

 
 

Day 1:  Post Lunch - Tuesday, May 23rd, 2017 
 
 

Time Activity 

15:00hrs Departure from Crowne Plaza Hotel for Adalaj 

 

15:30hrs to 

16:00hrs 

 

Arrival at Adalaj step well.  

 

A unique and more than 500 year old monument which was 

meant exclusively for storage of water. 

 

16:00hrs Drive to Gandhinagar 

 

16:30hrs 

 

Arrival at DandiKutir, Gandhinagar. 

 

Dandir Kutir is located inside a 41 meter high salt-mound as 

a symbol of Gandhi’s famous Dandi march against the salt 

tax provisions imposed by the British regime in March 

1930. The museum is creating a source of inspiration from 

Gandhi’s life to the young generation through modern 

science and technology. 

 

16:30hrs to 

17:45hrs  

Visit to Dandi Kutir 

 

17:45hrs 

 

Drive back to Crowne Plaza Hotel 

 

18:30 hrs 

 

Arrival at Crowne Plaza Hotel. End of Day1 program  

 
 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Day 2: Post Breakfast   -  Wednesday, May 24th, 2017 
 

 

Time 

 

Activities 

 

07:30hrs 

 

Departure from Crowne Plaza Hotel and drive to 

Swaminarayan Temple, Kalupur, Ahmedabad. (Starting 

point of Heritage Walk of Ahmedabad) 

 

07:50hrs 

 

Arrival at Swaminarayan Temple, Kalupur from where the 

Heritage Walk of Ahmedabad begins. 

 

08:00hrs to  

09:30hrs 

 

Enjoy the Heritage Walk of Ahmedabad looking at the 

wonderfully carved wooden Havelis of yesteryears and get 

a glimpse into the old world charm of the Pols of 

Ahmedabad.  

 

09:30 hrs 

 

Drive to Mahipatram Ruparam Ashram for Girls. 

 

09:50hrs to 

10:30hrs 

 

Visit Mahipatram Ruparam Ashram for Girls, and interaction 

with inmates and officials. 

 

10:30hrs 

 

11:00hrs to 

12:00 hrs 

 

Drive to Gandhi Ashram. 

 

Visit to the Gandhi Ashram (Sabarmati Ashram). 

This Ashram was built by Mahatma Gandhi. He stayed there 

from 1918 to 1930. This is the place from where he began 

the famous salt Satyagraha (salt march) to Dandi in 1930. 

 

12:30hrs to 

14:30hrs 

 

Finish off the tour with a relaxing lunch at Hotel Hyatt 

Regency  

 

15:00hrs 

 

Return to Crowne Plaza Hotel.  End of the program 

 
  



 

 
 

 

 

INFORMATION ON SITES 

 

 

ADALAJ STEP WELL 

 

Set in the quiet village of Adalaj, this vav has served as a resting place for hundreds of years for 

many pilgrims and caravans along their trade routes. Built in 1499 by Queen Rudabai, this five-

story step well was not just a cultural and utilitarian space, but also a spiritual refuge. It is believed 

that villagers would come every day in the morning to fill water, offer prayers to the deities carved 

into the walls and interact with each other in the cool shade of the vav. There is an opening in the 

ceilings above the landing which allows the light and air to enter the octagonal well. However, 

direct sunlight does not touch the flight of steps or landings except for a brief period at noon. 

Hence some researchers say that the atmosphere inside the well is six degrees cooler than the 

outside.  

 

The vav is a spectacular example of Indo-Islamic architecture and design. The harmonious play 

of intricate Islamic floral patterns seamlessly fusing into Hindu and Jain symbolism embody the 

culture and ethos of those times. All the walls are carved by ornamentation, mythological scenes 

along, with everyday scenes of women churning buttermilk, dancers accompanied by musicians, 

women adorning themselves and a king sitting on a stool. 

 

 

DANDI KUTIR  

 

"Mahatma Gandhi - a global citizen, identity of an era. A legacy of human-centric development. 

A source of an unending power of the unfailing weapon of non-violence,"  

 

This museum is specially designed based on the Biography of Mahatma Gandhi-the initiator of 

Disobedience and nonviolent campaign for Independence of India. The museum is designed with 

sophisticated electronics technology in which audio, video and 3-d visual, 360 degree shows and 

display is used to show varied knowledge. 

 

This is the only museum depicting Biography of the Father of the Nation- Mahatma Gandhi using 

sophisticated technology in the world. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

HERITAGE WALK OF AHMEDABAD  

 

A special feature of Ahmedabad is the plan of the old city comprising numerous pols and self-

contained neighborhoods, sheltering large numbers of peoples. Some of these virtually small 

villages, traversed by narrow streets, usually terminating in square with community wells and 

chabutaras for feeding birds, gates, cul-de-sacs and secret passages. To experience the glory of 

Ahmedabad, it is necessary to walk through an old quarter and truly observe the nature of its 

architecture, art, religious places, culture and traditions. The walk starts from the Swaminarayan 

Temple in Kalupur area which is famous for its painted temple and the wooden architecture in its 

courtyard. 

 

 

MAHIPATRAM RUPRAM ASHRAM FOR GIRLS  

 

“A child's smile is our reward.” This is the by line of Mahipatram Rupram Ashram for Girls. 

Established on humanitarian ground for more than a century ago, the ashram was founded on 

December 17th 1892 in sacred memory of a great social reformist Late Mahipatram Rupram 

Nilkanth. The ashram has become the true symbol of motherly care, affection and protection 

bringing hope and happiness to thousands of dejected and miserable women and children. 

 

 

GANDHI ASHRAM  

 

On his return from South Africa, Gandhi’s first Ashram in India was established in the Kochrab 

area of Ahmedabad on 25 May 1915. The Ashram was then shifted on 17 June 1917 to a piece 

of open land on the banks of the river Sabarmati. Reasons for this shift included: he wanted to do 

some experiments in living e.g. farming, animal husbandry, cow breeding, Khadi and related 

constructive activities, for which he was in search of this type of barren land. The Sabarmati 

Ashram (also known as Harijan Ashram) was home to Mohandas Gandhi from 1917 until 1930 

and served as one of the main centers of the Indian freedom struggle. Originally called the 

Satyagraha Ashram, reflecting the movement toward passive resistance launched by the 

Mahatma, the Ashram became home to the ideology that set India free. Sabarmati Ashram named 

for the river on which it sits, was created with a dual mission; to serve as an institution that would 

carry on a search for truth, and a platform to bring together a group of workers committed to non-

violence who would help secure freedom for India. 

 


