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International Conference on  

“Financing the Green Economy and Sustainable Development” 

celebrating the BNDES’ 60th Anniversary 

Organizers:  

Ministry of Development, Industry and Foreign Trade (MDIC) 

The Brazilian Development Bank (BNDES) 

Avenida República do Chile 100, Centro, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

June 19, 2012 

 

Preamble 

The development of a country is related to economic transformation deriving from technological 

change and increasing knowledge on economic activities that not only induce, but also sustain 

productivity gains. Scarcity of resources (widely understood, from water to skills) and the negative 

externalities of contemporary economic activities are posing challenges in sustaining 

development. Climate change, carbon emissions, urban and industrial pollution, as well as 

desertification – all of these are and will become increasingly relevant issues for due consideration 

and action. 

The Low-Carbon Paradigm is reason enough to convene Development Banks, which should 

commit to: 

(1) Fostering technologies, services and goods that simultaneously contribute to economic 

growth, competitiveness of firms, environmental sustainability as well as both clean and efficient 

energy for all; 

(2) Developing inducement mechanisms for corporations and public institutions to internally 

upgrade competences with such reference, as well as to induce clients and suppliers to take the 

same path. 

In 2012, declared by UN General Assembly as the International Year of Sustainable Energy for All, 

the BNDES will be celebrating its 60th anniversary on June 19, coinciding with the Rio + 20 

Conference in Rio de Janeiro. We believe that the occasion will be a great opportunity to reaffirm 

the strategies of Development Banks that aim for compatibility between development and 

socio-environmental sustainability and to discuss innovative financing initiatives to support this 

proposal.  

 

Structure of the Conference 

 

The BNDES has invited, to present a lecture on the Low-Carbon paradigm, Lord Stern of Brentford, 

the coordinator of the Stern Review Report on the Economics of Climate Change, former Chief 

Economist of the World Bank, IG Patel Professor of Economics and Government, and Chair of the 
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Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment at the London School of 

Economics and Political Science  

 

Following the lecture, a Round Table event will focus on the role of National Development Banks 

and Multilateral Development Institutions fostering a path to a green economy in the context of 

sustainable development.  

 

The Preliminary Agenda  

 

2:00 – 2:30 pm Registration 

2:30 – 3:45 pm The Low-Carbon Paradigm 

 

Open remarks: Luciano Coutinho, President, BNDES  

Panelist: Lord Nicholas Stern, Chair of the Grantham Research Institute on Climate 
Change and Environment  

 

3:45 – 4:00 pm Coffee Break 

 

4:00 – 6:00 pm Financing the Green Economy and Sustainable Development 

Moderator: Charles Holliday, Co-Chair of UN High-Level Group on SE4ALL – to be 
confirmed 

Panelists:  

Luciano Coutinho, President, BNDES 

Donald Kaberuka, President, African Development Bank  

Dov Zerah, Director General, Agence Française de Développment  

Chen Yuan, President, China Development Bank – to be confirmed 

Luis Alberto Moreno, President, Inter-American Development Bank – to be confirmed 

Hiroshi Watanabe, President and CEO, JBIC  

Ulrich Schroeder, President and CEO, KfW  

Robert Zoellick, President, World Bank – to be confirmed 

 

Kindly RSVP to convite@bndes.gov.br. 

Given the limitation in space, participation will be on first come, first served basis. 


