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Professor Soyinka is a Nigerian writer, poet, 

playwright and critic. He won the Nobel Prize 

in Literature in 1986, the first African to be so 

honored. In 1994, he was designated UNESCO 

Goodwill Ambassador for the promotion of 

African culture, human rights, freedom of 

expression, media and communication. He 

taught drama and literature in the Universities 

of Lagos, Ibadan, and also Obafemi Awolowo 

University in Nigeria where in 1975 he 

became a Professor of Comparative 

Literature. He is currently an Emeritus 

Professor at the same university. He has been 

a visiting professor in many foreign 

universities, including Cambridge, Sheffield, 

Yale, Ghana, Emory, Cornell and Nevada.  

Professor Soyinka has been a social activist since his undergraduate days in the University College, 

Ibadan where he founded the Pyrates Confraternity, an anti-corruption and justice-seeking student 

organization.  He played an active role in Nigeria's political history. In 1965, he was a very loud voice 

against electoral malpractices, and openly canvassed for the cancellation of the Nigerian regional 

elections in that year widely believed to have been rigged.  During the Nigerian Civil War (1967 – 1970), 

he was declared a traitor and incarcerated, for his attempts at averting war through brokering a peace 

between the warring parties.  

He has been an implacable, consistent and outspoken critic of dictatorship and political tyrannies, in 

Nigeria, Africa and other developing regions. A great deal of his writing and pronouncements has been 

concerned with oppression, corruption, dictatorship and all forms and shades of bad governance. This 

activism has often exposed him to great personal risk. He has been imprisoned several times. During the 

Nigerian military dictatorship of 1993 to 1998, a death sentence was pronounced on him in absentia for 

treason, based on his criticism of the government.  While in exile abroad, he among other activities 

urged parliaments and world leaders to pressurize the Nigerian military dictatorship; and this 

contributed immensely in securing the country’s return to democratic governance.  

Professor Soyinka has over 40 literary works to his credit, which include plays, novels, poetry, essays, 

memoirs and movies. Although a believer in African traditions, he writes in English Language and his 

style is remarkable by its great scope and richness of words.  


