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BUDGET PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES IN AFRICA 2008 

BENIN                                                                                                                                   

General Information

Population (2007) 9,025,401 GDP per capita (2007) 328 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 112,620 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 1.1%/annum

Government type Unitary republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.459 (161/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 8.1%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain 
multi-year expenditure estimates?

Yes, at the ministry level

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

3 years

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are targets or ceilings for each ministry

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s 
initial spending request?

Yes, but only for some types of expenditure (e.g. 
salaries) on a chapter level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please 
indicate how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the 
following stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 9 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 8 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 6 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 5 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 4 months

Cabinet approves the budget 3 months

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Minister of Finance

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

No, capital and operating budgets are integrated

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for 
dealing with the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies 
to each chamber. (Lower House)

A single budget committee formally considers the budget, but 
members from sectoral committees attend meetings of the budget 
committee when expenditures in their specifi c areas are discussed

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the 
Legislature to conduct analyses of the budget?

Yes, there is a specialised budget research offi ce/unit

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure 
before it votes on specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the 
budget approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 3 months 

The budget is approved by the Legislature 0 months

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget 
proposed by the Executive?

The Legislature may make amendments but only if it does
not change the total defi cit/surplus proposed by the Executive

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of 
the fi scal year which of the following describes the consequences?

Last year’s budget takes effect on an interim basis, i.e. for a 
limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.46
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once 
the budget has been approved by the Legislature?

No, it is not possible

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures 
during the fi scal year?

Quarterly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is 
approved by the Legislature?

Yes, but only for mandatory spending

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two 
years?

The last fi scal year 1

Previous to last fi scal year 1

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

No

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do line ministries have internal audit units? Yes

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes in most cases but with some exceptions (e.g. 
audits of the military)

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly 
available?

More than 12 months after the end of the fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.47

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? In a single unit separate from the Central Budget 
Authority

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? No

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? n/a

Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid projects/
programmes directly with donor agencies?

Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid 
management unit(s)

Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid 
management unit(s)

Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid fl ows? Yes

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. • 

whether it is a loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

Aid Management  Index: 0.39
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BUDGET PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES IN AFRICA 2008 

BOTSWANA                                                                                                       

General Information

Population (2007) 1,881,431 GDP per capita (2007) 4,625 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 600,370 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 2.4%/annum

Government type Parliamentary republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.664 (126/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 0.6%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain 
multi-year expenditure estimates?

No

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

n/a

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are targets or ceilings for each ministry

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 6 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s 
initial spending request?

No, there are only suggested/indicative limits

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please 
indicate how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the 
following stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 8 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 8 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 8 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 6 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 4 months

Cabinet approves the budget 3 months

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Cabinet

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

Yes, there are separate capital and operating 
budgets

Budget Approval

Question Answer
Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 

the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower 
House)

No formal committee involvement, but committees 
may choose to consider aspects of the budget

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it 
votes on specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget 
approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 2 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 1 month before

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by 
the Executive?

The Legislature may only decrease existing 
expenditures/revenues (i.e. the Legislature cannot 
increase existing items nor create new ones)

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal 
year which of the following describes the consequences?

The Executive’s budget proposal takes effect

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.11 
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once 
the budget has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, without restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, without restrictions

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures 
during the fi scal year?

Monthly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is 
approved by the Legislature?

Yes, but only for mandatory spending

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two 
years?

The last fi scal year 3

Previous to last fi scal year 3

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

No

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 81–100% of line ministries have internal audit 
units 

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes in most cases but with some exceptions (e.g. 
audits of the military)

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly 
available?

9 months after the end of the fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.64

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? In a single unit within the Central Budget Authority

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? Yes, there is such a policy as part of another document (e.g. 
National development strategy or Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Paper), please specify below

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? Rules or guidelines for donors when dealing with Government• 

General preferences for aid types (e.g. grants or loans)• 

General preferences for aid modalities (e.g. project aid or • 

programme aid)
More specifi c guidelines for each aid modality (e.g. project aid, • 

programme aid, technical assistance)
Requirements for provision of information by donors• 

Monitoring and evaluation arrangements for the implementation • 

of the aid management policy
Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 

projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 

management unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 

unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid 

fl ows?
Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is a • 

loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year• 

Actual disbursements for the current fi scal year• 

Aid Management Index: 0.64
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BUDGET PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES IN AFRICA 2008 

BURKINA FASO                                                                                  

General Information

Population (2007) 14,777,431 GDP per capita (2007) 260 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 274,200 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) n/a

Government type Parliamentary republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.372 (173/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 15.1%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain 
multi-year expenditure estimates?

No

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

n/a

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are targets or ceilings for each ministry

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s 
initial spending request?

Yes, for all types of expenditure at a line item 
level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate 
how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following 
stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 8 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 8 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 8 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 6 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 4 months

Cabinet approves the budget 3 months

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Minister of Finance

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

Yes, there are separate capital and operating 
budgets

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 
the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower 
House)

A single budget committee formally considers all 
budget-related matters. Sectoral committees may 
make recommendations, but the budget committee 
does not have to follow them

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it votes 
on specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 3 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 0 months

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by 
the Executive?

The Legislature may only decrease existing 
expenditures/revenues (i.e. the Legislature cannot 
increase existing items nor create new ones)

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal year 
which of the following describes the consequences?

Other interim measures are voted on by the 
Legislature

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.42
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Budget Execution

Question Answer
Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the 

budget has been approved by the Legislature?
Yes, with some restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions
With the approval of the Finance Minister

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures 
during the fi scal year?

Weekly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is 
approved by the Legislature?

Yes, there are no limits on overspending without 
legislative approval

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two 
years?

The last fi scal year 2
Previous to last fi scal year 1

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

No

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer
Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 81–100% of line ministries have internal 

audit units
Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes in most cases but with some exceptions (e.g. 

audits of the military)
Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? More than 12 months after the end of the fi scal 

year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.50

Aid Management

Question Answer
Q90 Where is the aid management function located? The aid management function is split between two or more units

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? Yes, there is such a policy as part of another document (e.g. 
National development strategy or Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Paper)

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? The distribution of aid management responsibilities within • 

Government
Rules or guidelines for donors when dealing with Government• 

More specifi c guidelines for each aid modality (e.g. project aid, • 

programme aid, technical assistance)
Monitoring and evaluation arrangements for the implementation • 

of the aid management policy
Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 

projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 

unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 

unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid 

fl ows?
Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The total value of each project or programme• 

Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the current fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the forthcoming fi scal year• 

Performance information (e.g. objectives, targets, indicators)• 

Aid Management Index: 0.56
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BUDGET PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES IN AFRICA 2008 

CONGO (BRAZZAVILLE)                                                                                

General Information

Population (2007) 3,766,750 GDP per capita (2007) 1,103 (constant US$)

Total area 342,000 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 0.17 %/annum

Government type Republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.619 (130/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 8.1%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain 
multi-year expenditure estimates?

No

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

n/a

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are aggregate targets or ceilings

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s 
initial spending request?

No, there are only suggested/indicative
Limits

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please 
indicate how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the 
following stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 8 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 6 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 6 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 5 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 4 months

Cabinet approves the budget 3 months

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the President

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

No, capital and operating budgets are integrated

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 
the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower 
House)

A single budget committee formally considers all 
budget-related matters. Sectoral committees may 
make recommendations, but the budget committee 
does not have to follow them

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it 
votes on specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget 
approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 3 months before
The budget is approved by the Legislature 0 months

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by 
the Executive?

The Legislature may make amendments but only if it 
does not change the total defi cit/surplus proposed 
by the Executive

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal 
year which of the following describes the consequences?

Last year’s budget takes effect on an interim basis, 
i.e. for a limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.42
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once 
the budget has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, with some restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

With the approval of the Finance Minister

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures 
during the fi scal year?

Quarterly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is 
approved by the Legislature?

Yes but only for mandatory spending

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two 
years?

The last fi scal year 1

Previous to last fi scal year 0

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 81–100% of line ministries have internal audit 
units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? No, never

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly 
available?

n/a

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.36 

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? It is split between two or more units

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? Yes, there is such a policy as part of another document (e.g. 
National development strategy or Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Paper)

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? The distribution of aid management responsibilities within • 

Government
Rules or guidelines for donors when dealing with Government• 

General preferences for aid types (e.g. grants or loans)• 

Requirements for provision of information by donors• 

Monitoring and evaluation arrangements for the implementation • 

of the aid management policy
Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 

projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 

management unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 

unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid 

fl ows?
Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is a • 

loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

A detailed budget according to Government classifi cation • 

system
Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the current fi scal year• 

Actual disbursements for the current fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the forthcoming fi scal year• 

Aid Management Index: 0.54
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ETHIOPIA                                                                                                        

General Information

Population (2007) 79,086,893 GDP per capita (2007) 174 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 1,127,127 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 8.2%/annum

Government type Federal republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.389 (169/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 12.9%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-year 
expenditure estimates?

No

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the upcoming 
budget)?

n/a

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, at the ministry level

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial spending 
request?

No, there are only suggested/indicative
limits

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate how many 
months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 6 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 6 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 6 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 4 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 3 months

Cabinet approves the budget 2 months

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget Authority in the 
budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Cabinet

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating budget? No, capital and operating budgets are 
integrated

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing 
with the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each 
chamber. (Lower House)

A single budget committee formally considers the budget, 
but members from sectoral committees attend meetings of 
the budget committee when expenditures in their specifi c 
areas are discussed

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the 
Legislature to conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure 
before it votes on specifi c appropriations?

Yes

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget 
approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 1 month before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 0 months

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget 
proposed by the Executive?

The Legislature has unrestricted powers to amend the budget

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the 
fi scal year which of the following describes the consequences?

Last year’s budget takes effect on an interim basis, i.e. for a 
limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.36
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, with some restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions
With the approval of the Finance Minister

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Monthly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

No

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 1

Previous to last fi scal year None selected

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 81–100% of line ministries have 
internal audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? 9 months after the end of the fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.75

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? In a single unit within the CBA

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? Yes, there is such a policy in a specifi c document which has been 
approved by the Cabinet only

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? The distribution of aid management responsibilities within • 

Government
Rules or guidelines for donors when dealing with Government• 

General preferences for aid types (e.g. grants or loans)• 

General preferences for aid modalities (e.g. project aid or • 

programme aid)
Requirements for provision of information by donors• 

Monitoring and evaluation arrangements for the implementation • 

of the aid management policy
Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 

projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 

unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 

unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid 

fl ows?
Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is a • 

loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

A detailed budget according to Government classifi cation • 

system
Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the current fi scal year• 

Actual disbursements for the current fi scal year• 

Aid Management Index: 0.85
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BUDGET PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES IN AFRICA 2008 

GHANA                                                                                                                 

General Information

Population (2007) 23,461,522 GDP per capita (2007) 306 (2000 constant US$)
Total area 239,460 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 4.2 %/annum
Government type Constitutional democracy Human Development Index (2006)a 0.533 (142/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 9.3%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain 
multi-year expenditure estimates?

Yes, at the ministry level

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

3 years

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are aggregate targets or ceilings
Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years
Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s 

initial spending request?
Yes, for all types of expenditure at a line item level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please 
indicate how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the 
following stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 9 months
Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 7 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 7 months
Budget negotiations with line ministries start 3 months
Budget negotiations with line ministries end 2 months

Cabinet approves the budget 2 months 
Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 

Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Cabinet

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

No, capital and operating budgets are integrated

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 
the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower 
House)

Sectoral committees formally consider appropriations 
for each respective sector. No budget committee is 
in place or it provides technical assistance only   

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it 
votes on specifi c appropriations?

Yes

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget 
approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 2 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 1 month before

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by 
the Executive?

The Legislature may only decrease existing 
expenditures/revenues (i.e. the Legislature cannot 
increase existing items nor create new ones)

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal 
year which of the following describes the consequences?

Other interim measures are voted on by the 
Legislature

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.19
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, with some restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions
With the approval of the Finance Minister

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Every six months

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

No

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 2

Previous to last fi scal year 1

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? 9 months after the end of the fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.70

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? The aid management function is split between two or more units

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? No

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? n/a

Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 
projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?

Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 
management unit(s)

Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 
unit(s)

Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid 
fl ows?

Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is a • 

loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

A detailed budget according to Government classifi cation • 

system
Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the current fi scal year• 

Actual disbursements for the current fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the forthcoming fi scal year• 

Performance information (e.g. objectives, targets, indicators)• 

Aid Management Index: 0.49
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GUINEA                                                                                                                

General Information

Population (2007) 9,380,196 GDP per capita (2007) 403 (2000 constant US$)
Total area 245,857 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) -0.23%/annum
Government type Republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.423 (167/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 5.0%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain 
multi-year expenditure estimates?

No

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

n/a

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? No, there are no such targets or ceilings

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? n/a

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s 
initial spending request?

Yes, for all types of expenditure at a chapter level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please 
indicate how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the 
following stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 9 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 7 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 7 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 5 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 4 months

Cabinet approves the budget 3 months

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Cabinet

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

No, capital and operating budgets are integrated

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 
the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower 
House)

A single budget committee formally considers all 
budget-related matters. Sectoral committees may 
make recommendations, but the budget committee 
does not have to follow them    

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it 
votes on specifi c appropriations?

Yes

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget 
approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 3 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 1 month before

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by 
the Executive?

The Legislature may make amendments but only if it 
does not change the total defi cit/surplus proposed 
by the Executive

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal 
year which of the following describes the consequences?

Last year’s budget takes effect on an interim basis, 
i.e. for a limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.36
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, with some restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions
With the approval of the Finance Minister

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Every six months

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

Yes, but only up to a certain limit

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 0

Previous to last fi scal year 1

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 0–20% of line ministries have internal 
audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Rarely

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? More than 12 months after the end of the 
fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.39

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? The aid management function is split 
between two or more units

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? No, there is no such policy 
Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? n/a
Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid projects/programmes 

directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, without any explicit previous consent 

by the aid management unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, without any explicit previous consent 

by the aid management unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid fl ows? No, there is no such database 
Q96 What kind of information does this database include? n/a

Aid Management Index: 0.21
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KENYA                                                                                                                   

General Information

Population (2007) 37,530,725 GDP per capita (2007) 457 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 582,650 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 3.7%/annum

Government type Republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.532 (144/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 4.1%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain 
multi-year expenditure estimates?

Yes, at line item level

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

3 years

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are targets or ceilings for each ministry

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s 
initial spending request?

Yes, for all types of expenditure at a chapter level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please 
indicate how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the 
following stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 10 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 9 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 6 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 2 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 1 month

Cabinet approves the budget 1 month

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Minister of Finance

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

Yes, there are separate capital and operating 
budgets

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 
the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower 
House)

A single budget committee formally considers all 
budget-related matters. Sectoral committees may 
make recommendations, but the budget committee 
does not have to follow them

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

Yes, there is a specialised budget research offi ce/
unit

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it 
votes on specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget 
approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 1 month before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 4 months after

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by 
the Executive?

The Legislature may only decrease existing 
expenditures/revenues (i.e. the Legislature cannot 
increase existing items nor create new ones)

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal 
year which of the following describes the consequences?

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.18
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, with some restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Quarterly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

Yes, but only up to a certain limit

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 1

Previous to last fi scal year 1

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 81–100% of line ministries have 
internal audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? 12 months after the end of the fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.61

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? In a single unit separate from the Central Budget Authority, 
please specify below

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? Yes, there is such a policy as part of another document (e.g. 
National development strategy or Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Paper)

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? Rules or guidelines for donors when dealing with Government• 

General preferences for aid types (e.g. grants or loans)• 

General preferences for aid modalities (e.g. project aid or • 

programme aid)
More specifi c guidelines for each aid modality (e.g. project aid, • 

programme aid, technical assistance)
Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 

projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 

management unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 

management unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid 

fl ows?
Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is a • 

loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the current fi scal year• 

Actual disbursements for the current fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the forthcoming fi scal year• 

Aid Management Index: 0.52
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LESOTHO                                                                                                             

General Information

Population (2007) 2,005,825 GDP per capita (2007) 550 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 30,355 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 5.3%/annum

Government type Parliamentary constitutional monarchy Human Development Index (2006)a 0.496 (155/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 3.8%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-
year expenditure estimates?

Yes, at the ministry level

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

3 years

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, at the ministry level

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial 
spending request?

Yes, for all types of expenditure at a chapter 
level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate 
how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following 
stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 11 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 7 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 7 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 4 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 3 months

Cabinet approves the budget 2 months

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Minister of Finance

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

No, capital and operating budgets are 
integrated

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with the budget, 
please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower House)

No formal committee involvement, but 
committees may choose to consider aspects 
of the budget

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to conduct 
analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it votes on 
specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 2 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 1 month before

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by the 
Executive?

The Legislature may only decrease existing
expenditures/revenues (i.e. the Legislature 
cannot increase existing items nor create 
new ones)

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal year which 
of the following describes the consequences?

The Executive’s budget proposal takes effect 
on an interim basis, i.e. for a limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.11
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

No

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions
With the approval of the Finance Minister

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Annually

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

Yes, but only up to a certain limit

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 1

Previous to last fi scal year 1

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 0–20% of line ministries have internal 
audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? More than 12 months after the end of the 
fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.36

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? In a single unit within the Central Budget Authority

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? No, there is no such policy 

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? n/a

Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid projects/
programmes directly with donor agencies?

Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, without any explicit previous consent by the aid 
management unit(s)

Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes n/a

Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid fl ows? Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The total value of each project or programme• 

Source of funding• 

Aid Management Index: 0.46
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LIBERIA                                                                                                          

General Information

Population (2007) 3,753,066 GDP per capita (2007) 140 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 111,370 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 4.0%/annum

Government type Republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.364 (176/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 56.3%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-
year expenditure estimates?

No

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

n/a

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? No, there are no such targets or ceilings

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? n/a

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial 
spending request?

Yes, but only for some types of expenditure 
(e.g. salaries) on a chapter level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate 
how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following 
stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 8 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 5 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 5 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 4 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 3 months

Cabinet approves the budget 2 months

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is sent to a ministerial committee

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

No, capital and operating budgets are 
integrated

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with the 
budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower House)

A single budget committee formally considers 
the budget, but members from sectoral 
committees attend meetings of the budget 
committee when expenditures in their specifi c 
areas are discussed

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it votes on 
specifi c appropriations?

Yes

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 2 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 1 month after

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by the 
Executive?

The Legislature has unrestricted powers to 
amend the budget

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal year 
which of the following describes the consequences?

Expenditure without legislative approval is not 
allowed

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.47
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, with some restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Monthly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

No

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 1

Previous to last fi scal year 1

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

No

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 81–100% of line ministries have 
internal audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? They are not publicly available

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.50

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? The aid management function is split between two or more units, 
please specify below

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? Yes, there is such a policy as part of another document (e.g. 
National development strategy or Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Paper)

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? More specifi c guidelines for each aid modality (e.g. project aid, • 

programme aid, technical assistance)
Requirements for provision of information by donors• 

Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 
projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?

Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 
management unit(s)

Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes None

Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid 
fl ows?

Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is a • 

loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

Performance information (e.g. objectives, targets, indicators)• 

Aid Management Index: 0.32
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MADAGASCAR                                                                                                   

General Information

Population (2007) 19,669,952 GDP per capita (2007) 246 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 587,040 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 2.9%/annum

Government type Republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.533 (143/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 13.9%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain 
multi-year expenditure estimates?

Yes, at the ministry level

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

5 years

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are targets or ceilings for each ministry

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 5 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s 
initial spending request?

Yes, for all types of expenditure at a chapter level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please 
indicate how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the 
following stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 5 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 4 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 4 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 3 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 1 month

Cabinet approves the budget 1 month

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Minister of Finance

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

No, capital and operating budgets are integrated

Budget Approval 

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with the 
budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower House)

A single budget committee formally considers 
the budget, but members from sectoral 
committees attend meetings of the budget 
committee when expenditures in their specifi c 
areas are discussed

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it votes on 
specifi c appropriations?

Yes

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 2 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 0 months

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by the 
Executive?

The Legislature may make amendments but only 
if it does not change the total defi cit/surplus 
proposed by the Executive

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal year 
which of the following describes the consequences?

The Executive’s budget proposal takes effect 

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.25
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

No

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Quarterly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

Yes but only for mandatory spending

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 1

Previous to last fi scal year Missing

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 0–20% of line ministries have internal 
audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes in most cases but with some exceptions 
(e.g. audits of the military)

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? More than 12 months after the end of the 
fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.42

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? In a single unit within the Central Budget Authority
Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? Yes, there is such a policy as part of another document (e.g. 

National development strategy or Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Paper)

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? Rules or guidelines for donors when dealing with Government• 

Requirements for provision of information by donors• 

Monitoring and evaluation arrangements for the implementation • 

of the aid management policy
Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 

projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 

management unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 

management unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid 

fl ows?
Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is a • 

loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

Expenditure commitments for the current fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the forthcoming fi scal year• 

Aid Management Index: 0.53 
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General Information

Population (2007) 13,920,061 GDP per capita (2007) 151 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 118,480 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 4.9%/annum

Government type Multiparty democracy Human Development Index (2006)a 0.457 (162/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 21.4%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-
year expenditure estimates?

Yes, at line item level

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

3 years

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, at line item level

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial 
spending request?

Yes, for all types of expenditure at a chapter 
level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate 
how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following 
stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 7 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 6 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 5 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 4 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 3 months

Cabinet approves the budget 3 months

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Minister of Finance

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

Yes, there are separate capital and operating 
budgets

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with the 
budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower House)

A single budget committee formally considers 
all budget-related matters. Sectoral committees 
may make recommendations, but the budget 
committee does not have to follow them

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it votes on 
specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 2 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 1 month before

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by the 
Executive?

The Legislature may not make any changes; 
it can only approve or reject the budget as a 
whole

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal year 
which of the following describes the consequences?

Last year’s budget takes effect on an interim 
basis, i.e. for a limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.25
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

No

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions
With the approval of the Finance Minister

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Monthly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

Yes, but only up to a certain limit

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 1

Previous to last fi scal year 1

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 81–100% of line ministries have 
internal audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? More than 12 months after the end of the 
fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.67

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? In a single unit separate from the Central Budget Authority

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? No

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? n/a

Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 
projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?

Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 
unit(s)

Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 
unit(s)

Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid fl ows? Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is • 

a loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the current fi scal year• 

Actual disbursements for the current fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the forthcoming fi scal year• 

Aid Management Index: 0.58
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MALI                                                                                                                                        

General Information

Population (2007) 12,334,168 GDP per capita (2007) 289 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 1,240,000 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 0.9%/annum

Government type Republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.391 (168/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 14.9%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-
year expenditure estimates?

Yes, at the ministry level

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

3 years

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are targets or ceilings for each 
ministry

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial 
spending request?

Yes, for all types of expenditure at a chapter 
level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate 
how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following 
stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 8 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 9 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 7 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 6 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 5 months

Cabinet approves the budget 4 months

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Prime Minister

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

No, capital and operating budgets are 
integrated

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with the 
budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower House)

A single budget committee formally considers 
all budget-related matters. Sectoral committees 
may make recommendations, but the budget 
committee does not have to follow them

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it votes on 
specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 3 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 0 months

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by the 
Executive?

The Legislature may make amendments but only 
if it does not change the total defi cit/surplus 
proposed by the Executive

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal year 
which of the following describes the consequences?

Last year’s budget takes effect on an interim 
basis, i.e. for a limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.42
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, with some restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Quarterly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

Yes, but only up to a certain limit

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 1

Previous to last fi scal year 1

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

No

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? More than 12 months after the end of the 
fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.50

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? The aid management function is split between two or more units, 
please specify below

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? Yes, there is such a policy as part of another document (e.g. 
National development strategy or Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Paper)

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? The distribution of aid management responsibilities within • 

Government
Rules or guidelines for donors when dealing with Government• 

General preferences for aid modalities (e.g. project aid or • 

programme aid)
More specifi c guidelines for each aid modality (e.g. project aid, • 

programme aid, technical assistance)
Requirements for provision of information by donors• 

Monitoring and evaluation arrangements for the implementation • 

of the aid management policy
Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 

projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 

management unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 

management unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid 

fl ows?
Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is a • 

loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

Aid Management Index: 0.36
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MAURITIUS                                                                                                        

General Information

Population (2007) 1,262,721 GDP per capita (2007) 4700 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 2,040 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 3.3%/annum

Government type Parliamentary democracy Human Development Index (2006)a 0.802 (74/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 0.3%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain 
multi-year expenditure estimates?

Yes, at the ministry level

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

3 years

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are targets or ceilings for each ministry

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s 
initial spending request?

Yes, for all types of expenditure at a chapter level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please 
indicate how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the 
following stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 7 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 5 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 4 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 2 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 1 month

Cabinet approves the budget 1 month 

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Minister of Finance

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

Yes, there are separate capital and operating 
budgets

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 
the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower 
House)

No formal committee involvement, but committees 
may choose to consider aspects of the budget

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it 
votes on specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget 
approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 1 month before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 1 month before

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by 
the Executive?

The Legislature may only decrease existing 
expenditures/revenues (i.e. the Legislature cannot 
increase existing items nor create new ones)

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal 
year which of the following describes the consequences?

Last year’s budget takes effect on an interim basis, 
i.e. for a limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.22
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, with some restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions 
With the approval of the Finance Minister

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Annually

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

Yes, but only up to a certain limit

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 1

Previous to last fi scal year 1

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 81–100% of line ministries have 
internal audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? 4 months after the end of the fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index:  0.67

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? In a single unit with the CBA
Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? Yes, there is such a policy in a specifi c document which has 

been approved by the Cabinet only
Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? Monitoring and evaluation arrangements for the implementation 

of the aid management policy
Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 

projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 

unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 

unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid 

fl ows?
Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year

Aid Management Index: 0.56
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BUDGET PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES IN AFRICA 2008 

MOROCCO                                                                                                          

General Information

Population (2007) 30,860,594 GDP per capita (2007) 1,685 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 446,550 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 3.9%/annum

Government type Constitutional monarchy Human Development Index (2006)a 0.646 (127/179) 

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 1.6%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-
year expenditure estimates?

Yes, at the line item level

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

3 years

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are targets or ceilings for line items

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 2 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial 
spending request?

Yes, for all types of expenditure at a chapter 
level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate 
how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following 
stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 8 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 7 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 6 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 4 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 3 months

Cabinet approves the budget 3 months

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Minister of Finance

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

Yes, there are separate capital and operating 
budgets

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with the 
budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower House)

A single budget committee formally considers 
budget aggregates (total level of revenue and 
spending and their allocation to each sector) 
and sectoral committees formally consider 
spending for sector specifi c appropriations

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

Yes, there is a specialised budget research 
offi ce/unit

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it votes on 
specifi c appropriations?

Yes

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 2 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 0 months

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by the 
Executive?

The Legislature may not increase spending or
decrease revenues

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal year 
which of the following describes the consequences?

The Executive’s budget proposal takes effect

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.26
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, with some restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

With the approval of the Finance Minister

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Monthly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

No

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 0

Previous to last fi scal year 0

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 81–100% of line ministries have 
internal audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? None selected

Fiscal Transparency Index: n/a

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? The aid management function is split between two or more units, 
please specify below

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? Yes, there is such a policy as part of another document (e.g. 
National development strategy or Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Paper)

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? No response
Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 

projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, without any explicit previous consent by the aid 

management unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 

unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid 

fl ows?
Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is a • 

loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

A detailed budget according to Government classifi cation • 

system
Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year • 

Expenditure commitments for the current fi scal year• 

Actual disbursements for the current fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the forthcoming fi scal year• 

Performance information (e.g. objectives, targets, indicators)• 

Aid Management Index: 0.21
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MOZAMBIQUE                                                                                                  

General Information

Population (2007) 21,372,202 GDP per capita (2007) 346 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 801,590 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 5.4%/annum

Government type Republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.366 (175/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 26.2%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-
year expenditure estimates?

No

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

n/a

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are aggregate targets or ceilings

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial 
spending request?

Yes, for all types of expenditure at a chapter 
level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate 
how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following 
stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 11 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries Missing

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries Missing

Budget negotiations with line ministries start Missing

Budget negotiations with line ministries end Missing

Cabinet approves the budget Missing

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Cabinet

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

No, capital and operating budgets are 
integrated

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 
the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower 
House)

A single budget committee formally considers all 
budget-related matters. Sectoral committees may 
make recommendations, but the budget committee 
does not have to follow them

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it 
votes on specifi c appropriations?

Yes

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget 
approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 3 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 1 month before

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by 
the Executive?

The Legislature has unrestricted powers to amend 
the budget

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal 
year which of the following describes the consequences?

Last year’s budget takes effect on an interim basis, 
i.e. for a limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.42
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes without restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Quarterly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

No

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 1

Previous to last fi scal year Missing

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? 11 months after the end of the fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.64

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? The aid management function is split between two or more 
units

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? No, there is no such policy

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? n/a

Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 
projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?

Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 
management unit(s)

Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 
unit(s)

Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid fl ows? Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The total value of each project or programme• 

Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the current fi scal year• 

Actual disbursements for the current fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the forthcoming fi scal year• 

Aid Management Index: 0.41
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NAMIBIA                                                                                                             

General Information

Population (2007) 2,073,624 GDP per capita (2007) 2,264 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 825,418 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 3.1%/annum

Government type Republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.634 (129/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 2.2%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-
year expenditure estimates?

Yes, at the ministry level

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

3 years

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are targets or ceilings for each 
ministry

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial 
spending request?

Yes, for all types of expenditure at a chapter 
level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate 
how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following 
stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 9 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries Missing

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries Missing

Budget negotiations with line ministries start Missing

Budget negotiations with line ministries end Missing

Cabinet approves the budget Missing

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Cabinet

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

Yes, there are separate capital and operating 
budgets

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with the 
budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower House)

No formal committee involvement, but 
committees may choose to consider aspects of 
the budget

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it votes on 
specifi c appropriations?

Yes

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 1 month before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 3 months after

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by the 
Executive?

The Legislature has unrestricted powers to 
amend the Budget

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal year 
which of the following describes the consequences?

Last year’s budget takes effect on an interim 
basis, i.e. for a limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.28
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

No

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Annually

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

Yes but only for mandatory spending

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 0

Previous to last fi scal year 0

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 0–20% of line ministries have internal 
audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? 12 months after the end of the fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.56

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? In a single unit separate from the CBA

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? No, there is no such policy

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? n/a

Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid projects/programmes 
directly with donor agencies?

Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Missing

Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes Missing

Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid fl ows? No, there is no such database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? n/a

Aid Management Index: 0.29
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NIGERIA                                                                                                       

General Information

Population (2007) 147,982,941 GDP per capita (2007) 472 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 923,768 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 3.8%/annum

Government type Federal republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.499 (154/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 8.4%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-
year expenditure estimates?

Yes, at the ministry level

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

3 years

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are targets or ceilings for each 
ministry

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial 
spending request?

Yes, for all types of expenditure at a chapter 
level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate 
how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following 
stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 9 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 5 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 7 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 7 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 3 months

Cabinet approves the budget 1 month

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is sent to a ministerial committee

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

Yes, there are separate capital and operating 
budgets

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 
the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower 
House)

A single budget committee formally considers 
the budget, but members from sectoral 
committees attend meetings of the budget 
committee when expenditures in their specifi c 
areas are discussed   

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it 
votes on specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget 
approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 3 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 0 months

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by 
the Executive?

The Legislature has unrestricted powers to 
amend the budget

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal 
year which of the following describes the consequences?

Last year’s budget takes effect on an interim 
basis, i.e. for a limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.47
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, without restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

With the approval of the Finance Minister

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Annually

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

No

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 1

Previous to last fi scal year 0

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

No

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 81–100% of line ministries have 
internal audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Rarely

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? 8 months after the end of the fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.25 

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? The aid management function is split between two 
or more units

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? No, there is no such policy

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? n/a

Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid projects/
programmes directly with donor agencies?

Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, without any explicit previous consent by the aid 
management unit(s)

Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, without any explicit previous consent by the aid 
management unit(s)

Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid fl ows? No, there is no such database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? n/a

Aid Management index: 0.08
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RWANDA                                                                                                  

General Information

Population (2007) 9,735,540 GDP per capita (2007) 271 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 26,338 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 3.0%/annum

Government type Republic (presidential) Human Development Index (2006)a 0.435 (165/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 20.5%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-
year expenditure estimates?

Yes, at line item level

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

3 years

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are targets or ceilings for line items

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial 
spending request?

Yes, for all types of expenditure at a chapter 
level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate 
how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following 
stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 8 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 8 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 8 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 6 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 6 months

Cabinet approves the budget 3 months

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Cabinet

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

No, capital and operating budgets are 
integrated

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 
the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. 
(Lower House)

A single budget committee formally considers all 
budget-related matters. Sectoral committees may make 
recommendations, but the budget committee does not 
have to follow them

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the 
Legislature to conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it 
votes on specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget 
approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 3 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 0 months

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget 
proposed by the Executive?

The Legislature may make amendments but only if it 
does not change the total defi cit/surplus proposed by 
the Executive

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the 
fi scal year which of the following describes the consequences?

Last year’s budget takes effect on an interim basis, i.e. 
for a limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.36
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, with some restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Quarterly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

No

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 1

Previous to last fi scal year 1

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 21–40% of line ministries have internal 
audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? 9 months after the end of the fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.67

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? In a single unit within the CBA

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? Yes, there is such a policy in a specifi c document which has been 
approved by the Cabinet only

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? The distribution of aid management responsibilities within • 

Government
Rules or guidelines for donors when dealing with Government• 

General preferences for aid types (e.g. grants or loans)• 

General preferences for aid modalities (e.g. project aid or • 

programme aid)
More specifi c guidelines for each aid modality (e.g. project aid, • 

programme aid, technical assistance)
Requirements for provision of information by donors• 

Monitoring and evaluation arrangements for the implementation • 

of the aid management policy
Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 

projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 

unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 

unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid 

fl ows?
Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is a • 

loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

A detailed budget according to Government classifi cation • 

system
Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the current fi scal year• 

Actual disbursements for the current fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the forthcoming fi scal year• 

Aid Management Index: 0.91
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SIERRA LEONE                                                                                   

General Information

Population (2007) 5,848,320 GDP per capita (2007) 235 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 71,740 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 4.5%/annum

Government type Constitutional democracy Human Development Index (2006)a 0.329 (179/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 26.3%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-year 
expenditure estimates?

Yes, at the ministry level

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

3 years

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are targets or ceilings for each 
ministry

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial 
spending request?

Yes, for all types of expenditure at a 
chapter level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate how 
many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following stages takes 
place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 8 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 6 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 6 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 4 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 4 months

Cabinet approves the budget 3 months

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget Authority in 
the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not resolved at civil servant 
level?

The issue is resolved by the Minister of 
Finance

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating budget? Yes, their are separate capital and 
operating budgets

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with the 
budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower House)

A single budget committee formally considers 
budget aggregates (total level of revenue and 
spending and their allocation to each sector) 
and sectoral committees formally consider 
spending for sector specifi c appropriations  

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it votes on 
specifi c appropriations?

Yes

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 1 month before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 3 months after

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by the 
Executive?

The Legislature may make amendments but only 
if it does not change the total defi cit/surplus 
proposed by the Executive

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal year 
which of the following describes the consequences?

The Executive’s budget proposal takes effect

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.33
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes without restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

With the approval of the Finance Minister

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Quarterly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

Yes, there are no limits on overspending 
without legislative approval

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 0

Previous to last fi scal year 0

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

No

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 0–20% of line ministries have 
internal audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Rarely

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? More than 12 months after the end of 
the fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.39

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? The aid management function is split between two or more 
units, please specify below

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? No

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? n/a

Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 
projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?

Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 
unit(s)

Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 
unit(s)

Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid fl ows? Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is • 

a loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the current fi scal year• 

Aid Management Index: 0.47
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SOUTH AFRICA                                                                                

General Information

Population (2007) 47,587,543 GDP per capita (2007) 3,717 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 1,219,912 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 4.1%/annum

Government type Republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.670 (125/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 1.5%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-year 
expenditure estimates?

Yes, at line item level

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Other: We set expenditure fl oors 
by committing to an indicative 
baseline and allowing additional 
funding proposals

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial spending 
request?

No, there are no such limits

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate how many months 
before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 11 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 10 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 9 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 8 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 3 months

Cabinet approves the budget 3 months

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget Authority in the 
budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Cabinet

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating budget? No, capital and operating budgets 
are integrated

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 
the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower 
House)

A single budget committee formally considers 
budget aggregates (total level of revenue and 
spending and their allocation to each sector) and 
sectoral committees formally consider spending for 
sector specifi c appropriations         

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it votes 
on specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 2 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 4 months after

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by 
the Executive?

The Legislature may not make any changes; it can 
only approve or reject the budget as a whole

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal year 
which of the following describes the consequences?

The Executive’s budget proposal takes effect on an 
interim basis, i.e. for a limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.17
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, with some restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions
With the approval of the Legislature
With the approval of the Finance Minister

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Monthly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

Yes but only for mandatory spending

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 2

Previous to last fi scal year 1

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 81–100% of line ministries have 
internal audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? 6 months after the end of the fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.89

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? In a single unit within the Central Budget Authority

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? Yes, there is such a policy in a specifi c document which has 
been approved by the Cabinet only

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? The distribution of aid management responsibilities within • 

Government
Rules or guidelines for donors when dealing with Government• 

General preferences for aid types (e.g. grants or loans)• 

General preferences for aid modalities (e.g. project aid or • 

programme aid)
More specifi c guidelines for each aid modality (e.g. project • 

aid, programme aid, technical assistance)
Requirements for provision of information by donors• 

Monitoring and evaluation arrangements for the • 

implementation of the aid management policy
Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 

projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, without any explicit previous consent by the aid 

management unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 

unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid 

fl ows?
Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is a • 

loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

Performance information (e.g. objectives, targets, indicators)• 

Aid Management Index: 0.68
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SWAZILAND                                                                                                      

General Information

Population (2007) 1,144,872 GDP per capita (2007) 1,319 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 17,363 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 1.9%/annum

Government type Monarchy Human Development Index (2006)a 0.542 (141/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 1.2%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain 
multi-year expenditure estimates?

No

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the 
upcoming budget)?

n/a

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are aggregate targets or ceilings

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s 
initial spending request?

No, there are only suggested/indicative limits

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate 
how many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following 
stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 8 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries Missing

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries Missing

Budget negotiations with line ministries start Missing

Budget negotiations with line ministries end Missing

Cabinet approves the budget Missing

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget 
Authority in the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not 
resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Cabinet

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating 
budget?

Yes, there are separate capital and operating 
budgets

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 
the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower 
House)

A single budget committee formally considers 
budget aggregates (total level of revenue and 
spending and their allocation to each sector) and 
sectoral committees formally consider spending for 
sector specifi c appropriations

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it votes 
on specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 1 month before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 1 month after

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by 
the Executive?

The Legislature may only decrease existing 
expenditures/revenues (i.e. the Legislature cannot 
increase existing items nor create new ones)

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal year 
which of the following describes the consequences?

Last year’s budget takes effect on an interim basis, 
i.e. for a limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: n/a
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Missing

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, without restrictions

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Missing

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

Yes but only for mandatory spending

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 4

Previous to last fi scal year 2

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

No

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? No

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? 12 months after the end of the fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: n/a

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? The aid management function is split between two or more units

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? Yes, there is such a policy in a specifi c document which has been 
approved by the Cabinet only

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? The distribution of aid management responsibilities within • 

Government
General preferences for aid modalities (e.g. project aid or • 

programme aid)
More specifi c guidelines for each aid modality (e.g. project aid, • 

programme aid, technical assistance)
Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 

projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 

management unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 

management unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid 

fl ows?
Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is a • 

loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

A detailed budget according to Government classifi cation • 

system
Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the current fi scal year• 

Actual disbursements for the current fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the forthcoming fi scal year• 

Aid Management Index: 0.50
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General Information

Population (2007) 10,248,172 GDP per capita (2007) 2,646 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 163,610 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 4.9%/annum

Government type Republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.762 (95/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 1.5%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-year 
expenditure estimates?

No

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the upcoming 
budget)?

n/a

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, at the line item level

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial 
spending request?

No, there are only suggested/indicative 
limits

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate how many 
months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 11 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 11 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 11 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 6 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 4 months

Cabinet approves the budget 3 months

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget Authority in the 
budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the minister of 
fi nance

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating budget? Yes, there are separate capital and 
operating budgets

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 
the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower 
House)

Sectoral committees formally consider appropriations 
for each respective sector. No budget committee is 
in place or it provides technical assistance only  

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it 
votes on specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget 
approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 2 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 0 months

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by 
the Executive?

The Legislature may only decrease existing 
expenditures/revenues (i.e. the Legislature cannot 
increase existing items nor create new ones)

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal 
year which of the following describes the consequences?

The Executive’s budget proposal takes effect

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.14
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, with some restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions
With the approval of the Finance Minister

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Monthly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

Yes, but only up to a certain limit

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year Missing

Previous to last fi scal year Missing

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 81–100% of line ministries have 
internal audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Never

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? n/a

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.53

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? The aid management function is split between two or 
more units

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? No

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? n/a

Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid projects/
programmes directly with donor agencies?

Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the 
aid management unit(s)

Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid 
management unit(s)

Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid fl ows? Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether • 

it is a loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year• 

Actual disbursements for the current fi scal year• 

(Other) Financial conditions for each loan• 

Aid Management Index: 0.41
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General Information

Population (2007) 30,930,081 GDP per capita (2007) 282 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 236,040 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 2.3%/annum

Government type Republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.493 (156/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 16.7%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-year 
expenditure estimates?

Yes, at the aggregate level

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the upcoming 
budget)?

3 years

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are targets or ceilings for line 
items

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 5 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial 
spending request?

Yes, but only for some types of 
expenditure (e.g. salaries) on a chapter 
level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate how many 
months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following stages takes place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 9 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 3 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries Missing

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 6 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 4 months

Cabinet approves the budget 1 month

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget Authority in the 
budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not resolved at civil servant level?

The issue is resolved by the Minister of 
Finance

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating budget? No, capital and operating budgets are 
integrated

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 
the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. 
(Lower House)

A single budget committee formally considers budget 
aggregates (total level of revenue and spending and 
their allocation to each sector) and sectoral committees 
formally consider spending for sector specifi c 
appropriations    

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the 
Legislature to conduct analyses of the budget?

Yes, there is a specialised budget research offi ce/unit

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it 
votes on specifi c appropriations?

Yes

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget 
approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 1 month before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 2 months after

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget 
proposed by the Executive?

The Legislature may only decrease existing expenditures/
revenues (i.e. the Legislature cannot increase
existing items nor create new ones)

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the 
fi scal year which of the following describes the consequences?

The Executive’s budget proposal takes effect on an 
interim basis, i.e. for a limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.35
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, with some restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, with restrictions

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Every six months

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

Yes, but only up to a certain limit

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 2

Previous to last fi scal year 3

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

No

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 81–100% of line ministries have 
internal audit units 

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? 9 months after the end of the fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.67

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? The aid management function is split between two or more units

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management 
policy?

Yes, there is such a policy as part of another document (e.g. National 
development strategy or Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper)

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? The distribution of aid management responsibilities within • 

Government
Rules or guidelines for donors when dealing with Government• 

General preferences for aid types (e.g. grants or loans)• 

General preferences for aid modalities (e.g. project aid or • 

programme aid)
More specifi c guidelines for each aid modality (e.g. project aid, • 

programme aid, technical assistance)
Requirements for provision of information by donors• 

Monitoring and evaluation arrangements for the implementation of • 

the aid management policy
Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate 

aid projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 

management unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 

management unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming 

aid fl ows?
Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is a loan or • 

a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

A detailed budget according to Government classifi cation system• 

Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the current fi scal year• 

Actual disbursements for the current fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the forthcoming fi scal year• 

Performance information (e.g. objectives, targets, indicators)• 

Aid Management Index: 0.57
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ZAMBIA                                                                                                               

General Information

Population (2007) 11,919,869 GDP per capita (2007) 386 (2000 constant US$)

Total area 752,614 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) 4.1%/annum

Government type Republic Human Development Index (2006)a 0.453 (163/179)

Aid as % GNI (2006)a 14.4%

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer

Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-year 
expenditure estimates?

No

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the upcoming 
budget)?

n/a

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? Yes, there are targets or ceilings for each 
ministry

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? 3 years

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial 
spending request?

Yes, for all types of expenditure at a 
chapter level

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate how 
many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following stages takes 
place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 6 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 4 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries 4 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 3 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 2 months

Cabinet approves the budget 1 month

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget Authority in 
the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not resolved at civil servant 
level?

The issue is resolved by the Cabinet

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating budget? No, capital and operating budgets are 
integrated

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 
the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower 
House)

No formal committee involvement, but committees 
may choose to consider aspects of the budget

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

No

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it 
votes on specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget 
approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 1 month after

The budget is approved by the Legislature 3 months after

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by 
the Executive?

The Legislature may only decrease existing 
expenditures/revenues (i.e. the Legislature cannot 
increase existing items nor create new ones)

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal 
year which of the following describes the consequences?

The Executive’s budget proposal takes effect

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.06
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes without restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, without restrictions

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Quarterly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

Yes, there are no limits on overspending 
without legislative approval

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 2

Previous to last fi scal year 1

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 81–100% of line ministries have 
internal audit units 

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes in most cases but with some exceptions 
(e.g. audits of the military)

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? 9 months after the end of the fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.53

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? It is split between two or more units
Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? Yes, there is such a policy in a specifi c document which has been 

approved by the Cabinet only
Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? The distribution of aid management responsibilities within • 

Government
Rules or guidelines for donors when dealing with Government• 

General preferences for aid types (e.g. grants or loans)• 

General preferences for aid modalities (e.g. project aid or • 

programme aid)
Requirements for provision of information by donors• 

Monitoring and evaluation arrangements for the implementation • 

of the aid management policy
Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 

projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes Yes, but only after the explicit previous consent by the aid 

management unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 

unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid 

fl ows?
Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is a • 

loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the current fi scal year• 

Actual disbursements for the current fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the forthcoming fi scal year• 

Performance information (e.g. objectives, targets, indicators)• 

Aid Management Index: 0.65
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ZIMBABWE                                                                                                 

General Information

Population (2007) 13,402,661 GDP per capita (2007) n/a

Total area 390,580 sq km GDP per capita growth (2006–07) n/a

Government type Parliamentary democracy Human Development Index (2006)a n/a

Aid as % GNI (2006)a n/a

Sources: WDI, WFB, DPI, UNDP (various years)
a) 2007 not available

Budget Formulation

Question Answer
Q16 Does the annual budget documentation submitted to the Legislature contain multi-year 

expenditure estimates?
No

Q17 How many years does the multi-year expenditure estimates cover (including the upcoming 
budget)?

n/a

Q20 Are there multi-year expenditure targets or ceilings? No

Q21 How many years do the targets/ceilings cover (including the upcoming budget)? n/a

Q23 Does the Central Budget Authority impose limits (ceilings) for each ministry’s initial 
spending request?

No, there are no such limits

Q25 In practice what is the timeframe for the budget drafting process? Please indicate how 
many months before the beginning of the fi scal year each of the following stages takes 
place.

Budget process begins in the Central Budget Authority 4 months

Budget circular/memorandum is sent to line ministries 4 months

Initial spending targets are sent to line ministries Missing

Budget negotiations with line ministries start 3 months

Budget negotiations with line ministries end 2 months

Cabinet approves the budget 1 month

Q26 In practice how are disputes between line ministries and the Central Budget Authority in 
the budget preparation process generally resolved i.e. issues not resolved at civil servant 
level?

The issue is resolved by the Minister of 
Finance

Q27 Is your Central Government budget split into a separate capital and operating budget? No, capital and operating budgets are 
integrated

Budget Approval

Question Answer

Q33 Thinking about the following types of committee structures for dealing with 
the budget, please indicate which arrangement applies to each chamber. (Lower 
House)

A single budget committee formally considers all 
budget-related matters. Sectoral committees may 
make recommendations, but the budget committee 
does not have to follow them

Q34 Is there a specialised budget research offi ce/unit attached to the Legislature to 
conduct analyses of the budget?

Yes, there is a specialised budget research offi ce/
unit

Q37 Does the Legislature fi rst vote on the total amount of expenditure before it 
votes on specifi c appropriations?

No

Q39 In practice what is the timeframe for the following stages of the budget 
approval?

The budget is presented to the Legislature 2 months before

The budget is approved by the Legislature 1 month before

Q40 What are the formal powers of the Legislature to amend the budget proposed by 
the Executive?

The Legislature may only decrease existing 
expenditures/revenues (i.e. the Legislature cannot 
increase existing items nor create new ones)

Q43 If the budget is not approved by the Legislature before the start of the fi scal 
year which of the following describes the consequences?

Last year’s budget takes effect on an interim basis, 
i.e. for a limited period

Legislative Budget Institutions Index: 0.35
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Budget Execution

Question Answer

Q52 Does the Government have the authority to cut/cancel/rescind spending once the budget 
has been approved by the Legislature?

Yes, without restrictions

Q53 Are ministers allowed to reallocate/vire funds between line items within their 
responsibility?

Yes, without restrictions

Q56 How frequently do you publish information on actual revenues and expenditures during 
the fi scal year?

Monthly

Q57 Can overspending occur before a supplementary appropriation law/budget is approved by 
the Legislature?

Yes, but only up to a certain limit

Q58 How many supplementary budgets have been submitted annually in the past two years?

The last fi scal year 1

Previous to last fi scal year 1

Q61 Did the budget for the last fi scal year include any central reserve funds to meet 
unforeseen expenditures?

Yes

Accounting and Audit

Question Answer

Q66 Do any line ministries have internal audit units? Yes, 81–100% of line ministries have 
internal audit units

Q69 Are the fi ndings of the Supreme Audit Institution available to the public? Yes, always

Q70 When are the accounts audited by the Supreme Audit Institution publicly available? More than 12 months after the end of the 
fi scal year

Fiscal Transparency Index: 0.67

Aid Management

Question Answer

Q90 Where is the aid management function located? The aid management function is split between two or more 
units

Q91 Does your Government have an explicit aid management policy? No, there is no such policy

Q92 What elements does the aid management policy include? n/a

Q93 Are ministries/Government organisations allowed to negotiate aid 
projects/programmes directly with donor agencies?
Grant-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 

unit(s)
Loan-fi nanced projects/programmes No, they have to refer donor agencies to the aid management 

unit(s)
Q94 Does the aid management unit keep a database of incoming aid fl ows? Yes, there is such a database

Q96 What kind of information does this database include? The terms of each project or programme (i.e. whether it is • 

a loan or a grant)
The total value of each project or programme• 

Actual disbursements for the last fi scal year• 

Expenditure commitments for the current fi scal year• 

Actual disbursements for the current fi scal year• 

Aid Management: 0.47


