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A development platform for discussions
and reflections  

The creation of the Coalition for
Dialogue on Africa (CoDA)

stems from the strong
determination of African institutions
and civil societies to learn, among
other things, best lessons from the
recent global financial crisis, the
global food crisis and climate
change. Born out of the Global
Coalition for Africa, the Big Table
and the African Development
Forum, CoDA seeks, within the
post-crisis context, to promote a
better synergy between various
African Development stakeholders
through open, direct and inclusive
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dialogue. In fact, the financial crisis
has exposed the magnitude of

African development challenges,
the urgency for alternative global
governance and the need for Africa
to totally take its destiny into its
hands. 

With the strong support of the
African Development Bank (AfDB)
Group, the African Union
Commission (AUC) and the United
Nations Economic Commission for
Africa (ECA), the three institutions
behind its creation, CoDA seeks to
also ensure long-term effects of
Africa’s response to the global
financial crisis. 

“After informed and interes-
ting discussions, the adop-
tion of Coda statutes marks
an important step in our or-
ganization’s life. The sta-
tutes underscore the key
role that the AfDB, the AU
and the ECA played in
CoDA’s creation. It also re-
flects CoDA’s independent,
open and global character.” 
Mr. Festus Mogae, CoDA Chairperson

(Abidjan, May 2010)
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As a new, international,
independent and open forum, the
Coalition can, without a doubt,
persuade Africans to accept post-
crisis reforms. As the first effects of
the crisis began showing up on the
continent, the AfDB, the ECA and

the AUC responded through
various initiatives such as the
Conference of African Ministers of
Finance and Central Bank
Governors in mid-November 2008
in Tunis, the creation of the
Committee of 10 (C10) which

comprises African finance ministers
and central bank governors, as well
as participation in the G-20
meetings. 

Specifically, as a response to the
global financial crisis; the AfDB, the
continent’s premier development
finance institution, established new
instruments, therefore ensuring
access to greater financial
resources for its regional member
countries (RMCs) through simplified
procedures. 

In order to consolidate gains made
through these efforts, CoDA looks
to contribute to the definition of
new African development
paradigms, a new praxis in the
public sphere as well as actions by
citizens. In this regard, the Coalition
has already organized a seminar on
trans-national crime and its impact
on governance in Africa in October
2009 in Abuja, Nigeria. It also
organized a meeting on the global
financial crisis in November 2009 in
Tunis, Tunisia. 

CoDA: 
Framework 
for Exchanges 
and Reflections without 
Taboos

New Statutes, new ambitions
CoDA has continued to play a
leading role in Africa’s
development efforts by organizing
a seminar on regional integration
in Africa in May 2010 in Abidjan.
The Coalition will pursue its
activities with seminars on the
African Peer Review Mechanism
(APRM) and climate change. The
latter is scheduled to take place in
October 2010 in Addis.

At the same time, CoDA is
planning advocacy actions to

further mobilize resources for the
continent. The scale of financing

“We hope that CoDA will
serve as the appropriate
framework to increase the
impact of various interven-
tions on our continent due
to better collaboration and
co or  dina tion.” 
Donald Kaberuka, AfDB President

(Tunis November 2009)

Eminent African and global personalities drive CoDA’s actions

CoDA is totally committed to regional integration



CoDA’s
Vision
“The Coalition for dialogue on
Africa is a new, independent
international forum which
identifies and discusses issues
related to Africa’s development in
a global context. It is a platform
for discussions and reflections
which works for the continent,
bringing together various actors

to promote open, direct and
inclusive dialogue with a view to
giving the continent a greater
voice. It is an orientation

framework which works in close
collaboration with various
international organizations
working for peace, security,
governance and development in
Africa. Without being their
programme, CoDA is sponsored
by the AfDB, the AUC and the
ECA. The Coalition is led by a
council of African and non-African
eminent personalities and it is
supported by the private sector.” 
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needs makes it difficult for a
single institution to act alone. 

If the global financial crisis has
brought about greater resource
mobilization, it goes without
saying that the continent is faced
with other challenges – climate
change, peace and security, good
governance, regional integration
and private sector development.

As a platform for discussions and
reflections, without taboos, run by
African and non-African eminent
personalities, CoDA is adding
value to efforts by Africa to make
its voice heard louder in the global
arena. 

Drawing from its fourth Board of
Directors meeting held in Abidjan
on the sidelines of the 27th AfDB
Annual Meetings, CoDA adopted
laws that would confer on it a
legal character, reaffirm its
independence as well as its
inclusive and open character. A
decisive phase in CoDA’s life will
be reached during the fifth
session of its Board of Directors
meeting scheduled to take place
in Mauritius in November 2010.

The event will be the first since the
adoption of CoDA statutes and its
transformation into a body
corporate with a legal personality. 

“From its launch, CoDA in-
cluded in its working
agenda serious challenges
to Africa’s development
such as the response to the
global financial crisis, regio-
nal integration, and the fight
against trans-national
crime. This step is testimony
to the faith we have in
CoDA.”
Jean Ping, African Union Commission

Chairperson (Tunis, February 2010)

“Our wish is to see CoDA
play an advocacy role for
the translation of policies
and initiatives into concrete
actions for Africa’s socio-
economic development.”
Abdoulie Janneh, ECA Executive Se-

cretary (Tunis, November 2009)

CoDA looks to help Africa in its efforts at food security

CoDA is also interested in climate 
change issues
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Festus Mogae, President.

MEMBERS
Mohamed El Baradei, Former Director General
of International Atomic Energy Agency.
Cheick Modibo Diarra, Microsoft President for
Middle East and Africa.
Walter Fust, Global Humanitarian Forum
Director-General.
Frene Ginwala, Former Speaker of South

Africa’s National Assembly.
Mo Ibrahim, Mo Ibrahim Foundation President.
Abdoulie Janneh, ECA excutive secretary
Donald Kaberuka, AfDB President.
Dr Speciosa Wandira Kazibwe, Uganda’s
Former Vice President. 
Martin Khor, Third World Network President.
Paul Martin, Canada’s Former Prime Minister. 
Jean Ping, AU Commission Chairperson.
Pr Abdoulaye Bathily, CoDA Convener.

CoDA’s board of directors

“CoDA looks to make its
contribution to a redefinition
of Africa’s development pa-
radigms, especially the
emergence of a new praxis
in the public space and citi-
zens’ actions.”
Abdoulaye Bathily, CoDA’s Coordina-

tor, (Tunis, November 28, 2009)

The adoption of CoDA’s statutes in Abidjan is a turning point in its development


