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1. Context 

 In a sequence of collaborative events to be held during the Rio +20 Conference, the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), African Development Bank (AfDB) and Inter-American Development Bank 
(IDB) and WWF will help showcase some of the most important “Natural Capital Partnerships” making 
a difference in the world today.    

 The events will provide a range of nations and their partners with an opportunity to highlight their 
extraordinary initiatives and increase global awareness of how best practices in securing and 
enhancing vital natural capital are currently evolving across Africa, Asia and Latin America today.   

 The events will facilitate a south-south exchange of knowledge, methodologies and ideas that can 
help generate the kinds of integrated frameworks, innovative approaches, and collaborative strategies 
needed to secure natural capital and ecosystem services for our sustainable future. 

2. Background: 

 Global economic and social development depends on the continued productivity of inter-connected 
ecological systems.  Intact, healthy and diverse natural ecosystems provide water, energy, food, and 
livelihoods to human populations, especially the rural poor – who are generally left with no other 
sustainable recourse.   

 These ecosystems also provide resilience against the increasingly evident and powerful impacts of 
climate change.  Maintaining and enhancing the integrity and productivity of these ecological systems 
requires deeper and more ambitious collaboration in diverse partnerships coordinated through a 
range of institutional frameworks, and across multiple landscapes and countries. 

 Countries around the globe have found Rio+20 to be a catalyst for change, inspiring many to reframe 
their development strategies to identify, protect and invest in their natural capital and the ecological 
functionality that drives nature’s productivity.   

 This vision of natural ecosystems as a core source of wealth and development represents a change in 
our articulation of sustainable development.   

 Countries, civil society and the private sector are reassessing the environmental pillars that support 
societies and economic prospects.  They are making the tough decisions on trade-offs that will need to 
take place as countries invest in and secure the natural capital and ecosystem services that support 
the well-being of billions of people around the world.   

 The Regional Development Banks and WWF will coordinate a series of events profiling key initiatives 
from each continent that bring to life the UNSCD themes.  They take place in regions endowed with 
some of each continent’s most strategic natural assets – the wealth inherited from nature that 
underpins the health, security and the well-being of its population.  These initiatives demonstrate 
leadership and a commitment to action on the ground while at the same time highlighting the 
importance of developing integrated approaches to building the green economies of tomorrow while 
addressing the complex challenges of today. 
 

3. AfDB’s participation in the event 
 The African Development Bank and other regional development Banks (RDBs) signed MOUs with WWF 

on working together to achieve their common objectives of assisting Regional Members in their 
development activities and contributing toward the sustainable management of natural resources.   

 The Bank and WWF have agreed to collaborate in the areas of sustainable water management and 
renewable energy, water risk and integrated management and climate change adaptation and 
mitigation, including the Zambezi River and South-South cooperation on African, Asian and LAC river 
basins.  Both institutions intend to collaborate and put together their expertise and resources to 
develop knowledge products and share experience in such areas as development strategies for green 
growth, mainstreaming environment tin development programs and decision making and through 
engaging civil society.  All efforts will be made to disseminate these products within the context of the 
Banks’ annual meetings and other appropriate platforms, including the UNFCCC COP and Rio +20. 

 In this series of three side events, the specific cases selected to be profiled and discussed by the 
participating countries match the priority themes articulated in the signed MOU. 
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 RDBs are learning from each other:  the collaboration among RDBs allows for a sharing of experiences 
on needs, opportunities and approaches for addressing natural capital decline in the context of 
sustainable development and poverty reduction.  This is a core component of each bank’s evolving 
strategic vision and there is much to gain from comparing the costs and benefits of these approaches 
as experienced on different continents. ADB and IADB held a joint session at the ADB Annual Meeting 
and joined forced to launch a report on ‘shaping the future of Asia and LAC’, discussing the main 
challenges and opportunities for enhanced trans-regional cooperation. 

 Enabling Member Countries to Access a Global Platform of Engagement at Rio will provide avenues to 
reflect on the global nature of the Rio +20 conference - the three banks in collaboration with an 
international NGO partner will provide their Regional Member Countries with a global platform upon 
which to profile their leadership in taking early and innovative steps toward enhancing their natural 
capital and implementing green growth.   

 Stimulate learning on financial mechanisms for the protection, management and restoration of 
natural capital - increasingly, multilateral development banks are becoming more proactive in 
addressing the impact that their investments bring on biodiversity, water, climate etc. One example of 
this is the development of Integrated Safeguard System by the AfDB. 
 

4. Key issues/questions under discussion 
How to support and enable green growth?  

 All three banks are launching initiatives and consolidating strategies to increase sustainability by 

integrating biodiversity and environmental concerns into their policies and practices.  The Asian  and 

African development banks just produced and launched with WWF regional editions of the Living 

Planet Report and the IDB is about to launch their Biodiversity Platform to provide important data to 

and help Member Country decision makers visualize the kind of on-the-ground action that will be 

needed to foster green growth. 

 Each session in the ‘Investing in Natural Capital Series’ will include a South-South discussion, including 

development partners like the three RDBs, to enhance awareness and understanding of options and 

idea for making green economies a reality.  

Partnerships remain a core theme in the UNCSD process. 

 Building on the nature of the partnership between WWF and the Banks and among the banks 
themselves, these side events all feature comprehensive and collaborative approaches, where 
governments are facilitating multi-sectoral approaches and regional collaboration..  
 

5. Key thoughts 

 Mozambique is stepping out ahead in the global context and taking the bold step of developing a 

green Economy plan that will be integrated into its next 5 year economic development plan and its 

new 20 vision.   This type of leadership is vital as the world seeks inspiration to motivate stronger and 

more visionary action - and not be cowed by the economic crisis, but rather look beyond the current 

context to a more sustainable future.   

 Mozambique is an example of a nation newly aware of its oil and mineral wealth, but is stepping back 

and reflecting on this new wealth to ensure that the revenue is put to use in the near term in a way 

that will capitalize secure and varied options for its citizens over the long-term. This can be achieved 

by investing in maintaining their ‘living’ natural capital – the rich and productive ecosystems that 

produce the raw materials of Mozambique’s new era of value-added enterprises.  It is innovation and 

initiative such as this one that will move African economies forward and foster sustainable 

development.   

 Mozambique should be commended for its far-sighted initiative and the collaborative vision of its 

eastern African nations – all of whom are building the foundations of a more sustainable future by 
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working together to secure their natural capital and transition to green economies.  AfDB stands ready 

to support Mozambique’s initiative as well as neighbors in this endeavor. 


