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The Energy Evolution: 

 Mobilizing Energy for Sustainable Development 

Experiences and Lessons Learnt in Africa, Asia and Latin America 
 

Speakers’ Résumés 

 

Mr. Dirk Elsen, Chief Executive, SNV 

Dirk Elsen was born in Goirle, the Netherlands. He studied law at the University of Leiden before completing a 

Masters degree (LL.M.) in international law at the University of Georgia in the USA. Mr. Elsen joined SNV in 

2002 where he has led the effort to build SNV into an advisory organisation with capacity development as its 

main focus. Recognizing the importance of the private sector for development has been a key element in this 

drive. This includes encouraging companies to incorporate low-income citizens into their value chains as 

producers, distributors and consumers. 

Before joining SNV, Dirk held several legal and management positions with the Royal Dutch Shell Group in The 

Netherlands and the Sultanate of Oman. In the early 1990s, Dirk took up a position as a legal counsel with the 

World Bank in Washington DC, where his focus included private sector development and capacity building in 

Africa and East Asia. In 1997 Dirk moved back to the Netherlands to join ABN-AMRO bank, where he had 

commercial and management responsibilities in structured trade finance and relationship management of 

corporate and multilateral clients. 

Dirk holds non-executive board positions at social housing corporation 'De Alliantie', the Netherlands 

organisation for international cooperation in higher education 'Nuffic', and the Heineken Africa Foundation. He 

is a member of UNDP's Growing Inclusive Markets advisory board. Dirk also served on the boards of 

Agriprofocus, a partnership of organisations supporting farmer producer organisations in developing countries, 

and the Hivos/Triodos Microcredit fund. 

 
Mr. Andris Piebalgs, European Commissioner for Development 

Andris Piebalgs, born on 17 September 1957 in Valmiera, Latvia, is an experienced Latvian politician who 

occupied key positions in both national and European political fields. Piebalgs is a graduate in Physics from the 

University of Latvia.  

During the first Barroso Commission, starting in November 2004, he was the European Commissioner for 

Energy. In that capacity, he led the development of a more competitive, sustainable and secure European 

energy system, which is one of the crowning achievements of the Barroso I Commission. In doing so, he was 

instrumental in propelling EU energy issues into the centre of EU policy-making. In recognition of his leadership 

in European energy policy, The Economist magazine honoured him with the title "Eurocrat of the Year" in 2007. 

In 2009, Andris Piebalgs received the "Diamond Prize" from the Regional Chamber of Commerce in Katowice 
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(Poland) for his work in developing a cohesive European Energy Policy for the further generations.  In 2009, the 

Energy Efficiency Global Forum presented him the Energy Efficiency Visionary Awards for his "outstanding 

contributions to the advancement of energy efficiency". 

Before joining the Commission, Andris Piebalgs pursued a political career, occupying strategic ministerial 

portfolios. He was also a high-ranking diplomat, helping Latvia to play its role in the EU. Earlier in his career, 

while Latvia was still part of the Soviet Union, Andris Piebalgs worked as a teacher and was the Headmaster of 

the 1st Secondary School of Valmiera (1980-1990). He also served as Director of the Department in the Ministry 

of Education in Latvia. In 1988, Latvian People's Front, an organisation that united more than 200 000 people, 

was established. Supporters of Latvian self-determination gained victory in the elections of the Latvian 

Parliament on 18 March 1990. It was the first time since the Soviet occupation that candidates from various 

political parties were allowed to take part. On 7 May 1990, Andris Piebalgs was appointed as Minister of 

Education in the new Government, and one year later, in August 1991, Latvia regained full independence. 

Andris Piebalgs' main task was then to put in place the first independent education system in Latvia. 

In 1993, Andris Piebalgs won a seat in the Latvian Parliament, when the first elections after restoration of 

independence were held according to the Latvian election law. He served as the Chairman of the Budget and 

Finance Committee until 1994. At this time, he became Latvia's Finance Minister and Deputy Prime Minister. 

From 1995 until 2003, he worked in the Latvian Diplomatic service. Andris Piebalgs first served as the 

Ambassador of Latvia in Estonia (1995-1997), where he helped to solve the sea border issue between the two 

states. In 1997 he became the Latvian Ambassador to the EU. In this capacity he helped to establish Latvia as 

the EU candidate country and led the accession negotiations, which resulted in Latvia's successful accession to 

the EU in 2004. From 2003 to 2004, he was appointed Deputy Secretary of State for EU affairs at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Latvia. His role was instrumental in coordinating Latvia’s position in the European Council and 

all Council formations.  At the time, he also established the new development assistance policy for Latvia.  

 

H. E. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, President of the United Republic of Tanzania 

President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete (born October 7, 1950) is the current President of the United Republic of 

Tanzania. He is also the Chairperson of the African Union. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete has been in public service for 

more than 30 years, and as the fourth president of the United Republic of Tanzania, is one of the youngest 

leaders in East and Southern Africa. 

President Kikwete has served as Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation for the past decade. 

He has been in the cabinet since 1988 and was previously Minister of Finance and Minister of Energy and 

minerals. Kikwete served in the Tanzanian military, becoming the chief political instructor of the Tanzania 

People’s Defence Forces in 1984. President Kikwete was sworn-in as the Fourth President of the United 

Republic of Tanzania on 21st December 2005. Soon after receiving his party's nomination, Kikwete pledged to 

implement a number of ambitious economic projects, prioritize scientific research and development, augment 

tourism and actively fight poverty. 

He is the only member of constituency in Bagamoyo district who represented a constituency for three 

consecutive terms. He began as an MP for Bagamoyo and later for Chalinze when the district was divided into 

two constituencies in 1995. Kikwete has managed to distance himself from allegations of corruption that have 
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dogged other members of the various cabinets in which he has served. Kikwete won the 2005 Presidential 

Election by a landslide, receiving 80.3% of the vote. 

Kikwete attended the University of Dar es Salaam from 1972-1978 where he earned a degree in Economics 

after which he joined the military. In 1983 he attended a one-year Company Commander Course at the 

Monduli Military Officers College in Monduli, Arusha. Subsequently, he held several posts within the Tanzanian 

military. 

 

Ms. Alicia Bárcena, Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the 

Caribbean (ECLAC) 

Alicia Isabel Adriana Bárcena Ibarra is a Mexican biologist who serves as the United Nations Executive Secretary 

of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) since July 2008. Alicia Bárcena holds 

a Bachelor of Science degree in biology, has completed the course of study required for the degree of Master in 

Ecology at the National Autonomous University of Mexico, and holds a Master degree in Public Administration 

from Harvard University.  

From March 2006, she had served as Deputy Chef de Cabinet and then as Acting Chef de Cabinet to the former 

Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, and was appointed as the Under-Secretary-General for Management at 

United Nations Headquarters in New York in 2007. From 2003 until 2006, Alicia Bárcena held the post of 

Deputy Executive Secretary of ECLAC, where she had previously served as the Director of that institution's 

Environment and Human Settlements Division. During her tenure in that position, she focused on public 

policies for sustainable development, with particular reference to the linkages existing among environmental, 

economic and social issues.  

Prior to her time at ECLAC, Ms. Bárcena served as Co-ordinator of the Latin American and Caribbean 

Sustainable Development Programme of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and as Co-

ordinator of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), where she was responsible for the 

Environmental Citizenship Project.  

Alicia Bárcena was the Founding Director of the Earth Council in Costa Rica, a non-governmental organization in 

charge of follow-up to the agreements reached at the United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development (UNCED) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992. In this connection, she also worked with the 

UNCED Secretariat as the principal officer in charge of various topics relating to Agenda 21. 

 

Ms. Hela Cheikhrouhou, Director of the Energy Department, African Development Bank  

Ms. Hela Cheikhrouhou is the Director of the Energy, Environment and Climate Change Department of the 

African Development Bank (AfDB). She oversees the Bank's lending and policy dialogue related to energy and 

climate change in Africa. Prior to this appointment, Ms. Cheikhrouhou was Division Manager of Infrastructure 

Finance in AfDB’s Private Sector Department. She led the Bank’s significant growth in project finance in the 

areas of energy, transport and ICT. She also spent four years at the World Bank working on private and financial 
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sector development in Latin America, and seven years in Citigroup focusing on North Africa trading and risk 

management. Ms Cheikhrouhou holds an MSc in Finance from HEC Montreal. 

 

Mr. John Maina, Director of Sustainable Community Development Services (SCODE), and Member 

of the Board of ABC, an association of contractors in the energy sector, Kenya 

John Maina (1960), was brought up and went to school in the rural areas of The Central Rift valley in Kenya. He 

holds a Bachelors degree in Agricultural Education & Extension from Egerton University in Njoro, Kenya. Since 

leaving college, John has worked in different capacities with various development agencies including public 

service, international charity agencies and national Energy & Environment NGOs. Mr. Maina is currently the 

Executive Director of SCODE (Sustainable Community Development Services). SCODE is a leading organisation 

in Kenya that promotes renewable energy technologies. SCODE was set up in 1995 and has a market oriented 

approach. The organisation has experience in training and maintenance and also includes a private sector 

component (SCODE limited), providing renewable energy systems in a commercial way. They have experience 

in the field of cookstoves, biogas plants and solar systems. Over 8,000 cookstoves have been provided by 

SCODE so far. Furthermore Maina is a board member of ABC Kenya, an association of contractors in the energy 

sector.  

 

Mr. Saroj Rai, Executive Director of Biogas Sector Partnership Nepal  

Born in Nepal on 22 August 1965, Mr. Saroj Rai obtained a Bachelor's Degree in Chemical Engineering and a 

Masters degree in Business Administration (MBA). His areas of interest are mainly in development 

management, particularly revolving around energy and the environment, with a special interest in private 

sector development, carbon finance and micro finance. 

As of January 2006, Mr. Rai serves as Executive Director of the Biogas Support Programme in Nepal (BSP-

Nepal), which was initially established in 1992 by SNV with the support of Dutch, German and Nepali 

governmental funds and recently acquired funding from the World Bank. The main focus of BSP-Nepal is to 

implement a national biogas programme throughout Nepal. They have successfully managed to support the 

installation of over 224,000 biogas plants stretching all over the 75 districts of Nepal.  

Preceding BSP-Nepal, Rai functioned as the Component Coordinator of the Solar energy Support Programme 

(SSP) for more than 4 years. SSP primarily promotes household size Solar PV Systems. Additionally he headed 

the Nepali Chapter of RUGMARK, an international organisation effective on the fight against child labour in the 

carpet industry. Besides his regular occupation in development management, Mr. Rai is also involved in a 

number of business ventures and professional bodies.  

 

Ms. Amina Benkhadra, Minister of Energy, Mines, Water and Environment, Morocco 

Minister of Energy, Mines, Water and Environment of Morocco since October 2007, Amina Benkhadra works 

on setting up a new strategy for the energy and water sectors for the medium and the long term. She aims for 



   
 

 5 

an energy strategy focussed on the supply security, the generalization of energy access, regional integration 

and sustainable development. 

Ms. Benkhadra graduated from "Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Mines" of Nancy (France) as mining civil 

engineer and from "Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Mines" of Paris (France) as Doctor Engineer in mineral 

sciences and techniques (Option: Raw materials economy). She also holds a certificate of commercial and 

industrial geography of "Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers" of Paris. 

From 1982 to 1994 she served for BRPM in different positions: Initially as Head of Mining Studies and Control 

Department in the Valorisation and Studies Division of BRPM (1982-1984), followed by a position as Head of 

Mining Studies in BRPM's Mining Projects and Studies Division (1984-1990) and Head of BRPM's Holdings 

Division (1990-1994). Since April 1998 Ms. Benkhadra was Managing Director of Bureau de Recherches et de 

Participations Minières (BRPM).  

Having served as Director of Mines in the Energy and Mines Ministry from 1994 to 1997, Ms. Benkhadra was 

appointed Secretary of State in charge of the Mining Sector Development from 1997-1998, setting up a new 

strategy for the mining sector development and elaboration of a restructing plan for the CDM coal mine. In 

2000, she was appointed by His Majesty King Mohammed VI as member of the Experts Committee in charge of 

the Investments Promotion as well as Managing Director of the Office National de Recherches et 

d'Exploitations Pétrolières (ONAREP) where she was in charge of establishing a new petroleum strategy which 

allowed attracting several international oil companies. Nearly 30 oil companies are presently active in oil 

exploration throughout the Kingdom. Achievement of BRPM and ONAREP merger and creation of ONHYM. 

From November 2003 on, she was Managing Director of Office National des Hydrocarbures et des Mines 

“ONHYM” where she set up a new organization concept focussed on project management process in the frame 

of a new strategy implementing a synergy between mining and hydrocarbon exploration poles.   

 

Mr. Fatih Birol, Chief Economist of the International Energy Agency (IEA)  

Dr. Fatih Birol is Chief Economist and Head of the Economic Analysis Division of the Paris-based International 

Energy Agency. He is organiser and director of the World Energy Outlook series, the IEA’s flagship publication. 

He is also responsible for providing regular briefing to the Executive Director and Governing Board of the IEA on 

the economic impact of energy market and industry developments.  

The World Energy Outlook series is widely recognised as the most authoritative source for forwardlooking 

energy market analysis. More than twenty IEA analysts contribute to the publication, which also benefits from 

the input of distinguished energy and climate change experts from around the world. In recent years, the 

World Energy Outlook has received a number of honours for analytical excellence. These have included awards 

from the Russian Academy of Sciences, the United States Department of Energy and numerous private 

organisations. 

A Turkish citizen, Dr. Birol was born in Ankara in 1958. He earned a BSc degree in power engineering from the 

Technical University of Istanbul. He received his MSc and PhD in energy economics from the Technical 

University of Vienna. He worked for six years in the Secretariat of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting 



   
 

 6 

Countries (OPEC) in Vienna, before joining the IEA in 1995. He is a regular contributor of articles on 

international energy analysis and policy and delivers numerous speeches around the world each year.  

In June 2005, Dr Birol received the International Association of Energy Economics' Outstanding Contributions to 

the Profession Award. In October 2006 he was made a Chevalier dans l'ordre des Palmes Academique by the 

French Government in recognition of his distinguished services to the field of energy economics. In March 2007 

he was presented with the Golden Honour Medal of the Austrian Republic in recognition of his outstanding 

contribution to the understanding of global energy issues. 

 

Mr. Girts Valdis Kristovskis, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Latvia 

Ģirts Valdis Kristovskis is an experienced Latvian politician and, since 3 November 2010, the current Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia. Minister Kristovskis was born on 19 February 1962 in Ventspils, Latvia. 

Having graduated from the Riga Technical University, Faculty of Architecture and Construction, he resumed 

studies at the University of Latvia and in 1998 obtained a Master's Degree in Law. Mr. Kristovskis is currently on 

intermission of studies at the Political Science Doctoral Degree programme. Furthermore, Mr. Kristovskis has 

completed the International Defence Management Course at the Defence Resources Management Institute, 

Monterey, CA, U.S.  

In the course of his career in public administration and politics, Mr. Kristovkis has occupied a number of key 

positions both at the national and European level. Mr. Kristovskis' political activities root back in 1987, when he 

organized the work of ecology activists in Ventspils, a major port city. In 1989, soon after the Latvian People's 

Front was established, Mr. Kristovkis became the leader of the Ventspils Branch of this organization. With the 

victory of the LPF gained in the parliamentary elections held in 1990, Mr. Kristovskis became a member of the 

Supreme Council of Latvia and on 4 May 1990 he was among those who voted for the Independence 

Declaration. In January 1991, Mr Kristovskis was one of the key figures in the barricade movement for the 

defence of Latvia's statehood.  

The Supreme Council charged Mr. Kristovskis with the task of organising the National Guard of Latvia and 

appointed him first commander. This experience qualified Mr. Kristovskis for the posts of the Minister of the 

Interior, a member of Defence and Internal Affairs committees for three parliamentary periods, and Prime 

Minister's advisor on Defence and Security Affairs, which all resulted in Mr. Kristovskis being appointed 

Minister of Defence of the Republic of Latvia from 1998 to 2004.  

Having won seats in six Latvian parliaments from 1990 to 2010, Ģirts Valdis Kristovskis gained broad political 

experience. During his tenure, he has also been a member of European Affairs Committee at the Latvian 

Saeima. From July 2004 to July 2009, Mr. Kristovskis was Member of the European Parliament (UEN), serving as 

Vice-Chairman of the Subcommittee on Security and Defence, and member of the Committees on Foreign 

Affairs, International Trade, and Development. Before becoming member of the 10
th

 Saeima and Foreign 

Minister, Mr. Kristovskis was the opposition deputy (Citizens Union faction) in Riga City Council, where he dealt 

with development and finance matters. As an independent researcher and NATO Grant holder from 1997 to 

1999, Mr. Kristovskis worked on the subject of Latvia’s National Security System and its reorganisation 

requirements at the Geneva Centre for Security Policy, and produced a publication on “National Security in 

Environment of Parliamentary Democracy of Latvia”.  
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Mr. Bernd Eisenblätter, Chair of the Managing Directors, GTZ 

Born on 16 August 1944 in Georgenswalde in East Prussia, Bernd Eisenblätter began his career abroad. The 

doctor of political science and lawyer was Country Director and Project Adviser responsible for the Arab 

countries and North Africa at the Konrad Adenauer Foundation in Egypt from 1977 to 1981. During this period 

he also taught as Visiting Professor at Ain Shams University in Cairo. In 1981 Dr Eisenblätter moved to Brazil, 

where he continued to work for the Konrad Adenauer Foundation in the same function. 

From 1986 to 1993 he headed the Programme Department of the German Development Service in Berlin, 

holding power of attorney as a member of the extended Board of Directors. Appointed Director of the Country 

Department Latin America and Maghreb at GTZ in 1993, he has been the company’s Managing Director since 

1996 and since March 2010, Chairman of the Managing Directors. 

Dr Eisenblätter performs numerous honorary functions. For example, he chairs the Board of Trustees of the 

Foundation for International Solidarity and Partnership, is a member of the Planning Committee of the Konrad 

Adenauer Foundation and of the Advisory Board of the Arnold Bergstraesser Institute, is a Board member of 

the Frankfurt Employers' Association and holds a seat on the Christian Democratic Union's Federal Policy 

Development Committee as well as on the Committee of the North Africa/Middle East Initiative of German 

Business.  
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Ms. Conny Czymoch, Moderator 

Conny Czymoch hosts “Phoenix – The day”, the flag-ship news and current affairs program at Phoenix. She has 

interviewed and moderated at conferences with international leaders ranging from former UN Sercretary 

General Kofi Annan to Nasa Boss Michael Griffin to German Chancellor Angela Merkel.  

In autumn 2009, she was the first European journalist to moderate at the Clinton Global Initiative annual 

meeting in New York - a session on “Leadership and Solutions to End Human Trafficking and Forced Labor”. In 

January 2010, she facilitated an International Conference on “Corporate Responsibility for Human Rights” with 

the UN Special Representative on human rights and transnational corporations, John Ruggie. In May 2010, she 

hosted the Deutsche Welle Global Media Forum (on Climate Change).  

After studying economics and international relations at Reading University, UK, Conny Czymoch returned to 

Cologne to undergo her journalistic training. In 1982, she worked for a year in Hong Kong for RTHK, before 

becoming a freelance radio author and reporter in Cologne for Deutschlandfunk, WDR, Deutsche Welle – (for 

which she reported from Kenia for 3 months in 1987) and DW TV, hosting a current affairs programme both in 

German and English until Phoenix was founded in 1997.   

Switching media – from newspaper to radio to TV (Sat1, CNN, Phoenix) – and adding the conference stage, 

Conny has for the past 20 years been a moderator/facilitator with competence and a winning smile. At national 

and international events she has specialized in “translating”: between politicians and “normal” people, 

between young and old, between top management and the shop floor.  

Two extensive areas of interest have been the main focus of her work. Firstly, focusing on issues of global 

economic cooperation and social integration, ranging from the reduction of HIV Aids or hunger, to international 

migration and the labor markets, corporate (social) responsibility  to  human rights and anti-human trafficking 

issues. Secondly, creating an understanding for technological advances and future developments like 

astronautics, micro- and nanosystems technologies, ICT, the automotive world or energy climate change.   

Amongst her regular customers are the federal Ministry for Research and Education, BMBF, the Ministry fo 

Economic Cooperation, BMZ, and the Ministry for Economics, BMWi, as well as diverse EU Directorates. On 

numerous occasions, she has worked for development agencies like GTZ, or InWent. In early 2009, she 

accompanied the UNHCR Council of Business Leaders to refugee camps in Southern Africa, reporting daily in a 

C(S)R blog on the Manpower Inc. homepage, and made films on the efforts of CBL member and Manpower 

president global affairs, David Arkless.  


