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Openness and Transparency Promoted During African Development 
Bank’s (AfDB) West Africa Regional Stakeholders Workshop  

on 04-08November 2013, in Accra (Ghana) 

The West Africa Regional Stakeholders Workshop on “Ensuring effective disclosure, 

accountability and transparency processes in Bank-financed projects” jointly organized 

by the Disclosure and Access to Information (DAI) Team in the Vice Presidency 

Secretary General (SEGL), the Compliance Review & Mediation Unit (CRMU) and the 

Integrity & Anti-Corruption Department (IACD), from 04 to 06 November 2013 is part of 

the AfDB’s ongoing efforts to promote transparency and good governance in its 

partnerships and activities with stakeholders in its Regional Member Countries. 

The workshop was officially opened by Hon. Brew Appiah-Opong, Attorney General & 

Minister of Justice of Ghana, in the presence of Ms Akintomide (AfDB’s Vice President 

Secretary General), Mrs. Bossman (Director of IACD), Mr. Toure (Director of CRMU) 

and Mrs. Marie-Laure Akin-Olugbade (AfDB’s Resident Representative in Ghana). The 

event brought together 70 participants from the 15 West African countries, representing 

Governments, Project Implementation Units (PIUs), Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), 

Media and International Organizations. 

The DAI Team led by Mr. Mike Salawou was composed of two other members, namely, 

Mrs. Anne Valko-Celestino and Mr. Bony Kamanzi. After the presentation by Ms. 

Akintomide on the AfDB’s Ten Year Strategy, the DAI Team focused on a broad range 

of subjects and activities including DAI Policy background presentations, panel 

discussions on initiatives that AfDB is implementing to enhance openness, transparency 

and accountability, such as its Africa Information Highway, Framework for Enhanced 

Engagement with Civil Society Organizations, International Aid Transparency Initiative, 

Geocoding and Results portal. 

During a working diner on Tuesday 05 November, the DAI Team engaged with 
Government Representative and Project Implementation Units on their responsibilities 
in the disclosure process as, for instance, Governments have to give their consent 
before the AfDB discloses Aide Memoire or discloses to the public at the time of their 
distribution to the Board of Directors (simultaneous disclosure) Country Strategy Papers 



or Project Appraisal Reports. As a result of the meeting, the DAI Policy was welcomed 
positively and various officials reminded that the Policy was going in the right direction 
as several countries in the region were passing Freedom to Information Acts. 
 
The interactive discussions with CSOs reinforced stakeholders’ full engagement in the 

promotion of good governance at different levels of Bank financed operations and their 

commitment to achieve the expected positive development results that enhanced 

disclosure, access to information and transparency promise. CSOs re-affirmed their role 

of “watch dogs” driven by delivery of effective development outcomes in Bank financed 

projects. They also emphasized the responsibilities of both AfDB and Governments in 

ensuring that high safeguard standards were met and that beneficiaries were well 

informed on projects impacting their lives by appropriate channel and in a language that 

is most suitable for them. 

Moreover, the DAI Team, CRMU and IACD also organized training sessions for AfDB 

West Africa Field Offices’ staff members, from 06 to 08 November 2013. 

The DAI training sessions disseminated essential knowledge and skills that are key 

factors for ensuring disclosure and access to information, accountability and 

transparency in Bank operations. Indeed, the DAI Team brought practical tools for task 

managers and opened the floor to a lively conversation with staff members around three 

case studies and practical quizzes. Thanks to the training sessions, the DAI Team 

received inputs from colleagues on internal disclosure processes and will be able to 

address the issues raised in order to increase the efficiency of the disclosure system 

and continue to improve AfDB’s compliance with its new DAI Policy. 
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