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Biography of Panelists 
 

Cecilia O. Akintomide 

 

Ms Akintomide, a Nigerian national, holds Masters Degrees in Law from the Universities 

of Miami and Pennsylvania, and has been admitted to New York State Bars. Since 

joining the Bank in 1997, she has been working in various positions, including as 

manager in the Legal Department. She was appointed Secretary-General of the Bank in 

2009.  

 

 

Aicha Bah Diallo  

 

Ms Bah Diallo is a Guinean national. She started her career as a Professor of Chemistry 

and then joined the Department of Social Affairs in the Ministry of International 

Cooperation. She also served in various management positions in the ministries of Pre-

University Education and technical and professional training as well as National 

Education. She then joined UNESCO as Director for Basic Education, rising to the 

position of Assistant Secretary and Under Secretary General of Education. Ms Diallo is a 

founding member of both FAWE and ADEA and has been engaged in the promotion of 

women and girls in education all her life.   

 

 

Zohra Ben Lakhdar 

 

Professor Ben Lakhdar, a Tunisian national, holds a degree in Physics from the 

University of Tunis and a PhD in Atomic Spectroscopy of the University of Paris. She  

was researcher and associate professor in Pierre Marie Curie University in Paris. Upon 

returning to Tunisia in 1980, she has held positions as Professor of Physics at the 

University of Tunis and Director of Research in atomic and molecular spectroscopy and 

applications. She is president of the Tunisian Optical Society and has received many 

awards including the 2004 L’Oreal-UNESCO Woman in Science award. She has 

published over 100 papers, supervised at least 20 PhDs and supports women, who make 

up 40 % of the researchers in her lab, in her field as scientists and as a civic leader.  

 

 

Lalla Aicha Ben Barka  

 



Mrs Ben Barka, a Malian national, holds degrees in Education and Psychology from the 

University of Paris, and worked as a psychologist in France before earning a PhD in 

Education from the University of Southern California. In 1998, Ms Barka was appointed 

Deputy Executive Secretary of UNECA. She also served as Director of the UNESCO 

Regional Bureau for Education in Africa. In 2010 she was appointed UNESCO Assistant 

Director General for Africa. Ms Barka was awarded the UNESCO Literary Prize in 1993.  

 

 

Ginette K. Nzau-Muteta 

 

Mrs. Nzau-Muteta, a Congolese national, holds two Masters, one in Social and Economic 

Sciences from the University “Notre Dame de la Paix” of Namur in Belgium and another 

one in Economic Development from the University of Antwerp in Belgium. She worked 

for nine years as a consultant at “Synergie”, a consulting firm in development economics 

in Belgium. Since joined the Bank in 1998, as Socio-Economist, and appointed Manager 

of the Poverty Reduction and Social Protection Division in the Human Development 

Department, in January 2011.  

 

 

Emily M. Nwankwo 

 

Ms Nwankwo, a Kenyan National, joined the Bank on 10 January 2011, as the Principal 

Diversity Officer. She holds an MBA in International Business and Public 

Administration, received training in executive leadership, mentoring and diversity and 

inclusion in the work place. She has worked as Senior Management Executive for 15 

years in strategic business and organization management in non-governmental, inter-

governmental and private sector organizations. Her professional credentials include 

extensive work in gender and diversity issues and their impact on work programs.     

 

 

 


