
Biographies 

 

His Excellency Pedro Pires, former President of Cape Verde 

Pedro Pires, Cape Verdean freedom fighter, was born in 1934. He was head 

of the delegation that negotiated the independence of Guinea-Bissau and 

Cape Verde with the Portuguese Government then Prime Minister of the 

Republic of Cape Verde for 15 years (1975-1991) and Member of 

Parliament (1975-2001). He was the leader of the largest Cape Verdean 

opposition party from 1991 to 1993, and resumed leadership in 1997 until 

mid-2000.  HEM Pedro Pires was elected President of the Republic of 

Cape Verde in 2001 and reelected in 2006. He holds a Honoris Causa 

Degree by the Federal University of Ceará, Brazil and a Honoris Causa 

Degree in Public Administration by the Institute of Social and Political 

Sciences of the Technical University of Lisbon. He is a laureate of the Mo 

Ibrahim prize. He is President of Pedro Pires Institute for Leadership and 

of the Amilcar Cabral Foundation. He is also member of the Africa Forum 

and the West African Commission on Drugs, as well as member of the jury of the Gulbenkian Prize and the 

Jose Marti UNESCO Prize. He is the UNCCD Ambassador of Drylands and Honorary Board Advisor of 

the Africa Foundation for Governance and Leadership. 

 

Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Economist, former Minister of Finance of Nigeria and former Managing 

Director of the World Bank 

Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala is the former Minister of Finance and 

Coordinating Minister for the Economy of Nigeria (August 2011 to 

May 2015). Prior to this, she was Managing Director of the World 

Bank (2007 to 2011). Dr. Okonjo-Iweala also held the positions of 

Finance Minister and Foreign Affairs Minister of Nigeria between 

2003 and 2006. She is notable for being the first woman to hold either 

of these positions. As Finance Minister she was lauded for ridding 

Nigeria of $30 billion dollars of external debt with the Paris Club. Dr. 

Okonjo-Iweala is the recipient of numerous awards including honorary 

doctorates from some of the world's most prestigious universities such 

as Yale, UPenn, Brown, Colby, etc. In 2015, she was named one of the 

World’s 50 Greatest Leaders by Fortune. In 2014, TIME magazine 

named her one of the 100 most influential people in the world and 

Forbes has named her one of the 100 most powerful women in the 

world for 5 years consecutively since 2011 and one of the three most 

powerful women in Africa. She is chair and member of several boards and high level global development 

initiatives including the UN's Post 2015 MDGs High Level Panel, the Post-Busan Global Partnership for 

Development Effectiveness, the Rockefeller Foundation, the ONE Foundation and The AU's African Risk 

Capacity to name a few. She is also the author of several books and articles including Reforming the 

UnReformable: Lessons from Nigeria, recently released from the MIT Press. She was educated at Harvard 

University and holds a PhD from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
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Dr. Saran Daraba Kaba, Secretary General, Mano River Union, Sierra Leone 

Saran Daraba Kaba is currently serving as the first female Secretary General of 

the Mano River Union, an intergovernmental institution comprising Sierra 

Leone, Liberia, Guinea and Cote d'Ivoire with its Headquarters in Freetown, 

Sierra Leone. Previously, Dr. Kaba served as Minister of Social Affairs, Children 

and Women’s Promotion of the Republic of Guinea and Vice Chair of the 

National Council of Civil Society Organizations in Guinea in charge of political 

affairs. She is recipient of the United Nations Prize for Human Rights in 2003. 

In 2010, Dr. Kaba ran in the Presidential election in Guinea as the first female 

candidate. Dr. Kaba also serves as Goodwill Ambassador of the Kofi Annan 

International Peacekeeping Training Centre. 

 

Dr. Olajide Idris, former Commissioner for Health, Lagos State, Nigeria 

Olajide (Jide) Idris was the Commissioner for Health for Lagos State, 

Nigeria’s most populous State, with 22 million inhabitants. He was 

responsible for health care planning and health policy formulation as 

well as supervising health service delivery involving 24 secondary 

health facilities and the teaching hospital. He also had oversight of the 

Health Service Commission and two other training institutions in the 

state. Dr. Idris has over 30 years’ experience in Medical Practice, 

Healthcare Systems Management, Consulting, Pharmaceutical and 

Research. Dr. Idris is a graduate of the College of Medicine of the 

University of Lagos, Nigeria and obtained his Master of Public Health 

(MPH) degree from the Yale University, Connecticut, USA. He also 

attended the highly respected King’s College, Lagos, Nigeria.   

 

Mr. Fred Swaniker, Educational Entrepreneur, Founder of the African Leadership Academy in 

Johannesburg 

Fred Swaniker is deeply passionate about Africa and believes that the 

missing ingredient on the continent is good leadership. In line with 

this, he has successfully founded three organizations that aim to 

catalyse a new generation of ethical, entrepreneurial African leaders: 

African Leadership Academy, African Leadership Network, and 

African Leadership University. By 2060, these three organizations 

expect to produce over 3 million transformative leaders for the African 

continent. In recognition of his work in developing Africa’s future 

leaders, Mr. Swaniker was selected as one of 115 young leaders to 

meet US President Obama at the first-ever President’s Forum for Young African Leaders held at the White 

House in 2010. He has been recognised as a Young Global Leader by the World Economic Forum, and was 

listed by Forbes Magazine among the top ten young ‘power men’ in Africa in 2011. He was also recognized 

by Echoing Green as one of fifteen “best emerging social entrepreneurs in the world” in 2006. He was a 

2009 TED Fellow and is a Fellow of the Aspen Institute's Global Leadership Network. Mr. Swaniker began 

his professional career as a consultant with McKinsey and Company and holds an MBA from Stanford 



Business School, where he was named an Arjay Miller Scholar, a distinction awarded to the top 10% of 

each graduating class at the business school. He was born in Ghana but has lived and worked in about 10 

different African countries. 

 

Dr. Elhadj Ibrahima Bah, Medical Doctor and Supervisor at the Ebola treatment center in Donka 

hospital in Guinea Conakry 

Elhadj Ibrahima Bah is a doctor of infectious and tropical diseases at the Donka 

National Hospital in Conakry. Through Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors 

without Borders), an international humanitarian-aid non-governmental 

organization working on health, he joined the fight against the deadly Ebola 

pandemic which has so far killed close to 11,300 people mostly in Liberia, 

Sierra Leone and Guinea. Since June, 2014, he has worked directly with Ebola 

patients at the Treatment center in Conakry. Born in 1980 in Guinea, Dr. Bah 

completed his medical degree in the University of Conakry in 2009. 

 

Jeff Koinange (Moderator) 

Host of Jeff Koinange LIVE, talk show broadcast on Kenya’s Television Network (KTN) 

Journalist, broadcaster and television news anchor, Jeff Koinange is also 

a negotiator, motivator, showman and presenter. His skills at reporting 

and understanding of his subjects make him one of the most successful 

reporters to originate from Africa. Mr. Koinange makes interviewing 

look effortless but the subject is always treated with integrity and 

credibility. He is one of the first black African journalists to be 

prominently featured on international network television including 

CNN. Mr. Koinange’s skills have been recognized internationally with 

numerous awards. He is the first African to win an Emmy, a Peabody 

Vernon Jarrett, and a Prix Bayeux. Mr. Koinange holds a Bachelor of 

Arts degree in Broadcast Journalism from New York University. 

 

 

Dr. Donald Kaberuka, Past President, African Development Bank, 2005-2015 

Donald Kaberuka is the past President of the African 

Development Bank Group (AfDB), 2005-2015. He was first 

elected in 2005, becoming the seventh president of the Bank 

Group since its establishment in 1963, and re-elected in 2010. 

Before joining the African Development Bank, Dr. Kaberuka, 

had a distinguished career in banking, international trade and 

development, and government service. A national of Rwanda, 

he was the country’s Minister of Finance and Economic 

Planning between 1997 and 2005. During his service at the 

AfDB, Dr. Kaberuka has presided over a major redirection in its 

strategy for development and poverty reduction in Africa. To 

that end, the AfDB has placed increased emphasis on the private sector, and on the importance of major 



infrastructure developments in areas such as road, railways, power plants and communications, especially 

in their role in promoting regional integration in Africa. During Dr. Kaberuka’s period of office, the AfDB 

has become Africa’s premier financial institution. Donald Kaberuka was educated at universities in 

Tanzania and Scotland. He holds a PhD in Economics from Glasgow University. 

 

 


