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SUMMARY NOTE OF THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
AFRICA CONSULTATIVE FORUM 

 
Date: 5th September 2010. 
 
Venue: Office of the President of the Republic of Rwanda, Kigali – Rwanda. 
 
Participants: 

 Heads of State and Government from the following African countries: 
Benin, Burkina Faso, Central African Republic, Chad, Gabon, Kenya, 
Nigeria, Rwanda, Togo and Zambia. 

 Heads of delegation representing Heads of State and Governments of: 
Algeria, Burundi, Cameroon, Congo Republic, Malawi, Mali, 
Mozambique, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania and Uganda. 

 Representatives of partner organisations:  United Nations (UN), African 
Union Commission (AUC) and African Development Bank (AfDB). 

 
Summary of speeches and presentations: 

 H.E Paul Kagame, the President of Rwanda – In his opening speech to 
the forum, he set out the context and objectives of the MDGs 
consultations. Ahead of the UN Summit on the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) that will be held in New York later this month, President 
Kagame invited his fellow African leaders to assess the major challenges 
to achieving the targets, and how best to accelerate progress in the 
remaining five years before the 2015 deadline. He observed that 
examples of tremendous progress exist across Africa, but progress still 
varies significantly between countries and individual goals. The forum 
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was therefore an important opportunity to share good practices and 
experiences. 

 Mr. Jean Ping, Chairperson of the African Union Commission – started 
his remarks by thanking H.E President Kagame for his initiative in 
bringing together African leaders to exchange ideas on a subject of such 
importance as the MDGs. He noted that the attainment of MDGs is 
Africa’s priority, and that the meeting was a testimony to Africa’s 
ownership of the responsibility to achieve the targets by 2015. 

 Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, Special Advisor to UN Secretary General read a 
message from the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. The message 
congratulated H.E President Kagame for convening the forum, and the 
UNSG recognized the progress made so far towards achieving MDGs and 
called on African leaders to take necessary measures to fill in the 
remaining gaps. Prof Sachs, in his own statement then highlighted some 
areas that still need special emphasis going forward. These include 
infrastructure, agriculture, health and education. He called on Africa to 
raise its voice calling for the necessary resources and partnerships 
required to achieve the MDGs, and take the lead on Africa’s 
development.  

 Dr Donald Kaberuka, President of the African Development Bank – 
opened the working session with a presentation covering four main 
points: 
a) Overview of economic performance in Africa; 
b) Highlights of Africa’s progress towards MDGs; 
c) Challenges and the way forward, and  
d) How the Bank can support the progress.  

 
As with previous speakers, he acknowledged that there has been 
impressive progress in many African countries. However, MDG 1 and 5, in 
particular, are significantly off track. To accelerate progress, he urged 
African leaders to define clearly what they want and how they can achieve 
it. He recognized that lack of sufficient financial means is the main barrier 
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to achieving the MDGs. This is because targets were set with the 
assumption of increased international aid, which has not materialised.  
 
Dr. Kaberuka pointed out that renewed mobilization of resources is 
possible, but it is important for African leaders to think about the form of 
aid they want. Increase in aid money alone does not lead to sustainable 
development. He emphasized the centrality of infrastructure to the 
attainment of the MDGs, and called on the leaders present to develop 
concrete projects, especially in infrastructure, and to promote partnership 
with private investors in the form of PPPs. 
 
Following the mentioned presentations, participants took part in a 
productive discussion on the issues raised, and provided suggestions about 
how to move the MDG agenda forward. 
 
Key highlights from the discussions: 
 
A. While progress has been made across Africa, this has been uneven and a 

lot remains to be done, but we can learn from each other. 
 

B. Africans have the untapped means to achieve the MDGs, even with 
minimum external support.  Why, for example, keep fighting for access 
to international markets, when the intra-Africa trade potential is 
underutilised? 
 

C. It was agreed that the key precondition to achieving the MDGs in Africa 
is for African governments themselves to lead from the front, assume 
ownership of the process, have an integrated approach, drive its 
delivery and implement key policies for the benefit of all. 

 As Mr Ping, Chairman of the AU Commission, said: “the 
attainment of the MDGs is Africa’s own responsibility”. 

 There was a common understanding that while MDGs are a set of 
collective aspirations, country–specific implementation plans are 
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essential, and that “nobody will write a plan for Africa – Africans 
have to develop their own practical actions”. 

 Similarly, it was noted that more had to be done to reduce the 
number of conflicts and deal better with security issues, which 
halt/hinder Africa’s development efforts. 

 
D. Critical to achieving the MDGs, it was noted that, Africa needs to 

mobilise greater resources (especially financial, but also human and 
technological) from traditional as well as new sources. This is key, 
especially for infrastructure, energy and agriculture, as well as emerging 
concerns such as climate adaptation.  The following needs were 
highlighted 

 To actively involve the private sector and increasingly focus on 
meeting the continent’s infrastructure needs, which H.E President 
Kagame called the “catalyst to achieving all the MDGs”. 

 To increase intra-continent trade and open up Africa’s markets to 
neighbours, while investing in necessary infrastructure to link the 
markets.  

 
E. As Africa embarks on this continued journey, it was agreed that the 

Continent’s strength lies in its unity as one people, who share similar 
opportunities and challenges - which together can be collectively 
resolved. The depth of internal and external partnership will be crucial 
in all this. 

 In the current global economic situation, Africa can’t rely on 
additional aid commitments – but the aid money received should 
be effectively used to generate future economic growth. 

 There is need to increasingly brand Africa as a place of investment 
and business opportunities, not a problem to resolve.  

 It is important for Africa to forge stronger relationships with the 
emerging economies of Brazil, Russia, India & China - BRICs. This 
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will require a different paradigm going forward, leveraging 
resources to drive private sector growth, especially in PPPs. 

 Similarly, it was agreed that Africa should demand a greater voice 
in world affairs and especially to be well represented in the G20. 

 
F. Finally, it was agreed to seize the opportunity presented by the MDG 

Summit in New York City later in the month to strongly put forward the 
African voice. 

 The MDGs are not development programs and it is often 
challenging to integrate them into existing national development 
programs. Ahead of the New York Summit in September, it is 
important that African leaders reflect on how best to resolve this 
dilemma. 

 At the MDGs Summit in September, African leaders should 
propose to adopt an outcome document in the form of a global 
action plan for 2010-2015, which includes necessary policies and 
reforms, with clear timelines and in the form of a written 
statement. 

 
 

End. 


