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African Development Bank Group 2013 Annual Meetings 

INTRODUCTION 

The African Development Bank Group has adopted a new Policy on Disclosure and Access to 

Information (the "DAI Policy") which commits the Bank to make all its information public, apart from a 

limited list of exceptions specified in the Policy.
1
 The implementation of the DAI Policy will have a 

positive impact on the collaboration with AfDB partners, as well as the diffusion of information to 

stakeholders. 

To facilitate the implementation of the DAI policy, the Bank is conducting an awareness and 

dissemination campaign in the different regions of the continent. In this connection, the Bank held a 

Regional Awareness and Dissemination Workshop for North Africa on May 27
th
, during its 2013 

Annual Meetings in Marrakesh, Morocco. The workshop brought together key North-African actors 

from governmental institutions, civil society, private sector, and media. 

 

The objective of this workshop was to raise awareness and adequately inform our partners about the 

policy and other initiatives aiming at improving transparency and access to information. The workshop 

also served as a forum for dialogue on the various collaborative tools the Bank is developing. 

 

The expected outcomes were: (i) to promote the principles of good governance to the various 

stakeholders through a more open and less restrictive disclosure and access to information 

concerning the Bank Group and its operations; (ii) to support the Bank’s consultative process and 

regional inclusion, offering a platform for communication between the Bank and stakeholders to 

leverage the correlation between openness and project effectiveness; (iii) to ensure transparency in 

the Bank’s compliance with the Policy and its operationalization. 

Opening remarks by Cecilia. Akintomide, Vice-President Secretary General, AfDB, Chair of the 

Information Disclosure Committee
2
  

Statement by Abdelaâdim Guerrouj, Minister Delegate to the Head of the Government in charge of 

Public Service and Modernization of the Public Administration, Morocco 

                                                            
1 Following the Boards of Directors’ approval of the Bank Group’s Disclosure and Access to Information (DAI) Policy on 2 

May 2012, the Policy became effective on 3 February 2013.  

2 The Information Disclosure Committee is provisioned in the Policy, representing Management of the Bank 
Group. Further information can be found in article 4.3 of the DAI Policy (pages 19 and 20) 
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SUMMARY OF THE DISCUSSIONS 

The Regional Awareness & Dissemination Workshop for North Africa on the DAI Policy was 

inaugurated by AfDB’s Vice President Secretary General Cecilia Akintomide, who reaffirmed the 

Bank’s commitment to the principles of good governance, particularly transparency, accountability and 

sharing of information, mostly pertaining to its operations. Communication on this is key and, in order 

to be effective, the Bank is investing time and resources to reach out to the diverse communities. In 

this respect, and as a trusted partner, the Bank is actively working with the countries in a consultative 

manner to promote investments in policy reforms programs, as well as to encourage governments to 

comply with the Bank’s DAI Policy. 

This was followed by a statement by Ahmed Laamouri (Director of Studies, Communication and 

Cooperation), on behalf of Minister Guerrouj. Minister Guerrouj welcomed this new AfDB Policy and 

initiative, describing the important role disclosure and access to information can have in the regions 

and countries, and emphasizing on the importance of DAI in Morocco and the ongoing work to make 

access to information a priority. In this regard, he said, Morocco believes in the relevant UN 

conventions such as the Agreement on Combating Corruptions (2008) and, with the support of the 

Bank, has been investing a lot of resources to fight corruption and improve transparency.  

In the first session of this workshop, Mike Salawou gave an overview of the new DAI Policy and its 

implementation through a detailed presentation that addressed the following key points:  

1. Overview of prior consultations and outcomes that led to the revised new DAI Policy. 

2. Overview of the new DAI Policy and its objectives. 

3. Key changes introduced by the new DAI Policy and the added value it brings to Bank partners 

and stakeholders. 

4. Compliance mechanisms put in place, including the two-stage appeals mechanism. 

5. Policy implications for the Bank’s operations in terms of processes and procedures. 

6. DAI implementation strategies: the main disclosure and access channels and what the Bank is 

doing about the implementation of policy (e.g. handbook, staff training, IT systems, 

communications and awareness campaign, regional/in-country disseminations, etc.). 

7. Roll-out plan for the implementation strategies, including awareness and dissemination in 

other regions of the continent. 

The presentation gave a good insight on the DAI Policy and the Bank’s related activities, providing 

sound ground for a pertinent and interactive participation of the audience during the panel discussion. 

The panel addressed a number of key points while discussing the updates on the DAI Policy 

implementation since February 2013 and the direction the Bank is taking on transparency and 

accountability agenda, including Transparency and Integrity initiatives, Independent Review 

Mechanisms and Safeguards Mechanisms and the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI). The 

panelists also debated on how Bank policies help strengthen openness, transparency, accountability, 

as well as engagement with stakeholders (government, CSOs, private sector, media and academia). 
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In the third session of this workshop, Simon Mizrahi and Koua Louis Kouakou presented the Bank’s 

key initiatives on data platforms and databases, including the Africa Information Highway, Open Data, 

International Aid Initiative (IATI) and Geo-mapping – “MapAfrica”. 

Mr. Mizrahi presentation gave an overview of the Bank’s transparency initiatives: 

1. How these initiatives enhanced the Bank’s transparency and accountability (IATI, Geocoding, 

Results Portal). 

2. Benefits expected from these initiatives for the Bank and its clients. 

3. Progress made to date through these initiatives. 

Kouakou’s presentation gave an overview of Africa’s Information Highway initiative: 

1. Review of the Africa’s Information Highway, including the Open Data and the Data Submission 

Tool. 

2. How to work with the Open Data Platform followed by an online demo of the system. 

3. The benefits of using this system. 

Both presentations gave a good insight on the Bank’s transparency initiatives and data tools, the 

benefits to the Bank, its clients, stakeholders - including civil society and the general public, as well as   

providing demos and tips on how to use the systems.  

The panel addressed a number of key points on these Initiatives - including the active role of the 

International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI) and Open Data Highway: how they are contributing to 

the Bank’s transparency and access to information of the Bank and countries and how they can 

contribute to the Bank’s effective development in the region as well as the effective development of 

the region. The distinction was also made between Information and Communication. It was one thing 

to have the information, and it is another thing to communicate the information by putting in place the 

right communication/dissemination tools and channels for the people to access it. Furthermore the 

Bank is in the process of developing a communication strategy in 2013, and an emphasis was made 

during this panel discussion on the important role of the Bank in leveraging data and making it 

accessible to the public, by standardizing and harmonizing the systems and methodologies. 

This workshop concluded with a panel discussion on disclosure and good governance and how the 

implementation of the DAI Policy remains a joint effort and collaboration of all partners to ensure 

compliance. The panelists focused on the role different actors will play for an effective and full 

implementation of the DAI Policy on the Bank’s strategy to reach full operationalization. The panel 
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discussed the opportunities for North African stakeholders (governments, institutions, CSOs, media, 

academia and private sector organizations) and partnership opportunities with the Bank - especially at 

the field office level - with an emphasis on the important role of the media in the implementation of this 

Policy. It was also stated that for the Bank to make its decentralization efforts and presence more 

effective it needs to be more innovative in engaging countries and civil society in the region. By 

promoting good governance and transparency, and by putting in place the right tools to communicate 

and disseminate the information, the Bank is empowering all actors, including local populations.  

Panelists welcomed again the Bank DAI Policy and initiative, while pointing out the importance for the 

Bank to invest all necessary resources for a successful implementation of the Policy as the benefits of 

this Policy outweigh the cost. 

 

CONCLUSION 

To conclude this workshop, Vice President Secretary General Akintomide delivered some closing 

remarks, emphasizing the Bank’s commitment to promote good governance in all its operations and to 

all its clients. The DAI Policy is one of the main pillars of good governance and a critical aspect of 

African transformation. She also reaffirmed the Bank’s commitment for a timely and effective 

implementation of the DAI Policy, which success will also depend on active collaborations and 

partnerships with stakeholders. 

 

ANNEX 1: LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

ALGERIA 

1) Mrs Assitan DIARRA-THIOUNE Resident Representative 

Algeria Field Office, African Development Bank 

a.diarra-thioune@afdb.org  

2) Mr Idir BAIS Directeur d'études 

Ministère de l'Agriculture et du Développement Rural 

idirbais@yahoo.fr  

3) Ms Zhor Hadjam Journalist 

Quotidien El Watan 

zhorhadjam@yahoo.fr  

4) Mr Mahdi BOUKHALFA Manager -"Economie" section 

Agence Presse Service 

mahdiboukhalfa@yahoo.fr  

BENIN 

5) Mr Davy Serge AZAKPAME Directeur Général 

AFMIN 

davy.serge@afminetwork.org  

CONGO 

6) Mrs Adélaide DE MOLOUBA  Conseillère Financière 

Ministère de la Recherche scientifique et de l'innovation Technologique 

bjr_itoua@yahoo.fr  

EGYPT 

7) Mr. Sibry TAPSOBA Resident Representative 

Egypt Field Office, African Development Bank 

s.tapsoba@afdb.org  

LIBYA 

8) Mr Mamadi KOURMA  Chargé de programmes sectoriels 

CEN-SAD 

facolykourma@yahoo.fr  
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MOROCCO 

9) Mrs Amani ABOU-ZEID Resident Representative 

Morocco Field Office, African Development Bank 

a.abou-zeid@afdb.org  

 

10) M. Abdelahaq EL HAYANI Director of Strategy 

Ministry of National Education 

Abdelhaq.elhayani@men.gov.ma 

 

11) Mr Abdessamad SADDOUK General Secretary 

Observatoire de la corruption et de la promotion de la transparence, Transparency Maroc 

saddouq.abdessamad@gmail.com  

12) Mrs Bouchra ZERROUQ Responsable Veille Stratégique 

Attijariwafa Bank, Stratégie et Développement 

b.zerrouq@attijariwafa.com  

13) Mr Mohamed MOUIME Directeur du Pôle Système d'Information 

Observatoire national du Développement humain 

akabli@ondh.org.ma  

14) Mrs Faouzia DRAOUI Consultant 

Observatoire national du Développement humain 

akabli@ondh.org.ma  

15) Mr Abdesselam ABOUDRAR President 

Instance Centrale de Prévention de la Corruption 

aboudrar@icpc.ma  

16) Mr Mohammed Khalid LARAICHI General Secretary 

Instance Centrale de Prévention de la Corruption 

laraichi@icpc.ma  

17) Mrs Fatima-Zahra GUEDIRA Responsable de l’Entité Coopération Internationale 

Instance Centrale de Prévention de la Corruption 

guedira@icpc.ma 

18) Mr Ahmed LAAMOUMRI Directeur des Etudes, de la communication et de la 

Coopération 

Ministère de la Fonction Publique et de la Modernisation de l'Administration 

a.laamoumri@mmsp.gov.ma  

19) Mr Khalid Rhamni  General Director 

Journal Al Mouwatana 

rhamnikhalid@gmail.com  

20) Mr Sanae LYAHYAOUI Journalist 

Journal Rachad 

marocvert011@gmail.com 

21) .Mr Abdellah EL HASSANI  Director 

APAPRESS 

apapress@apapress.com 

22) Mr Ludovic LECLERCQ 

Responsable Developpement Afrique ATEXO 

ludovic.leclercq@atexo.com 

23) Mrs Karima DOUNIA  General Director 

Jobs All You 

24) Mrs Bouchra ABOUKHALID  HR Consultant 

Jobs All You 

MAURITANIA 

25) Mr Houssein MEJDOUB Directeur Adjoint, Point Focal BAD 

Ministère des Affaires Economiques et du Développement, Direction de la mobilisation des 

ressources et coordination de l'aide extérieure 
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hmejdoub@economie.gov.mr  

26) Mr Mohamed Yahya EBBA  Président et Point focal 

OMASSAPE & Groupe du Développement Durable de la Plateforme des Acteurs Non 

Étatiques de Mauritanie  

myhebba@gmail.com  

27) M. Sidi EL MOCTAR CHEIGUEr  President 

ANEJ 

sidiel2000@yahoo.fr  

 

SAUDI ARABIA 

28) Mr Musa SILLAH Regional Manager East Africa 

Islamic Development Bank 

msillah@isdb.org 

SENEGAL 

29) Mr Ousmane THIONGANE President 

AFMIN 

SOUTH AFRICA 

30) M. Gary PIENAAR Senior Research Manager 

BANK INFORMATION CENTER 

gpienaar@hsrc.ac.za  

 

SWITZERLAND 

31) Mrs Celine BEAULIEU Manager Public Sector Partnership 

WWF 

cbeaulieu@wwfint.org  

TUNISIA 

32) Mrs Asma BOURAOUI KHOUJA Directrice Exécutive 

Think Tank le MEF - Maghreb Economic Forum 

akhouja@magef.org  

33) Mr Amine BARKALLAH Président 

Association Sawty 

info.sawty@gmail.com  

34) Mrs Sihem BOUAZZA Présidente 

Association Tunisienne de Droit du Développement 

idlo_atdd@yahoo.fr  

35) Mrs Khadija BEN HACINE Secrétaire Générale 

AFTURD - Association des Femmes Tunisiennes pour la Recherche et le Développement 

kbenhacine@gmail.com  

36) Mr Mohamed Hedi ABIDELLAOUI Journaliste économique 

Journal La Presse 

a.medhedi@yahoo.fr  

37) Mrs Amira JENZRI EP OUESLATI Journalist 

Agence Tunis Afrique Presse 

jenzriamira@yahoo.fr  

USA 

38) Mr Joshua KLEMM Africa Manager 

BANK INFORMATION CENTER 

jklemm@bicusa.org  

39) Mr Chad DOBSON Executive Director 

BANK INFORMATION CENTER 

cdobson@bicusa.org  
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