
On-going AfDB-Funded Projects  

 

Cape Verde’s active portfolio comprises 5 operations amounting to a net total of UA 57.32 

million, including UA 31.02 million (54%) that has already been disbursed. Four sectors have 

been given priority: budget support and institutional strengthening (79.5%, the commitment to 

this sector has doubled since 2008), the rural sector (10.4%), the infrastructure sector (8.4%), and 

social sector (1.7%). 

 

Educational Sector Institutional Support Project 

 

The Educational Sector Institutional Support Project 

aims at contributing to efforts at developing human 

resources in the educational sector by strengthening 

institutional capacity for long-distance teachers 

training, using new information and communication 

technologies. The project is in line with the objectives, 

strategies and actions adopted by the National Plan on 

Education for All (EFA / NAP). The project also 

contributes to the achievement of the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs), particularly in the 

consolidation of basic education, quality improvement 

of integrated basic education, equity improvement, combating regional disparities, as well as 

strengthening partnerships with social organizations. The project has two main components: 

national capacity for long-distance learning strengthening and project management. 

 

Results achieved: All the objectives were achieved. The project has helped to improve the 

quality of education in Cape Verde, through the training and development of its human 

resources. This improvement will provide an opportunity for equitable access to education and 

quality learning for boys and girls. Improving the quality of education has led to increased 

internal efficiency. Students are therefore more likely to succeed in school. Although women are 

strongly represented as teachers, 65.3% at primary level, the project will preserve these gains by 

ensuring the equitable participation of men and women in various training activities under the 

project, and especially abroad. Improved education quality and internal efficiency of the 

educational system have allowed a greater number of girls enrolled in primary school to continue 

their studies, thereby increasing their chances of gaining access to secondary education. 

 

Testimonial: Aidil Borges, Coordinator of Education Projects Execution Unit  

 

"The institutional support to the educational sector project was a grant. Though the amount was 

not substantial, the project had a huge impact. This project allowed us to solve a major problem 

– that of quality. The project aimed at training teachers using new information and 

communication technologies through distance learning techniques to solve the problem of 

territorial discontinuity. Teachers who live in the municipalities often do not have access to 

training centers that are located in urban centers such as Mindelo and Praia. We have noticed 

that many people are not trained, especially teachers, because they cannot afford travelling to 
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another island. Despite being one of the smallest ever financed projects by the AfDB in Cape 

Verde, the project had a considerable impact, because it was designed to complement other 

projects previously financed by the Bank. The project ensured the training of teachers without 

them leaving their cities through distance learning techniques. In the first phase, the project 

covered only two islands in the country, namely Santo Antão and Santiago. In the second phase, 

the project was extended to cover all teachers in the system. This project allowed to work out 

issues of citizenship, moral and social values, elements that needed to be strengthened in the 

education framework reforms. Although a small amount, about 12% of the total education 

portfolio managed by Cape Verde, the impact of the project was remarkable. We managed to 

build and equip the educational radio with new technologies and provide resources for almost 

all centers on the islands. The multimedia programmes and content that were produced 

benefited both teachers, through the B-learning programme, and the society in general, through 

the radio." 

 

Testimonial: Teresa Carvalho Silva Borges, President of the Pegagogical Institute  

 

"The Pedagogical Institute (PI) is responsible for training school teachers, kindergarten 

teachers and other educators for pre-primary and primary education sectors. The PI consists of 

three training schools located in Praia, Mindelo and Assomada. Our courses run in schools and 

conducted through distance learning. The first experience of distance learning started in the 

Mindelo School, in 2002/2003 and it trained dozens of teachers in Santo Antão. In 2007, we 

began a new distance learning programme on the islands of Fogo and Brava, funded through 

the institutional support provided by the AfDB to the educational sector. This training led to the 

creation of continuing education and distance learning education programme for citizenship. 

Before initiating the course, ten teachers from PI and the teacher’s training schools in Praia, 

Mindelo, Assomada and the Educational Radio technicians were trained and they became the 

team responsible for design, organization and implementation of the education for citizenship 

programme. All capacity building modules were prepared in the PI and resulted in the training 

manual "Education for Citizenship”. The capacity building programme was always 

accompanied by audio support. Sixty-four radio sessions were produced. With AfDB support we 

were able to equip schools in Praia, Mindelo and Assomada. Information and communication 

technology was provided. Radio Education was our great partner in developing the course 

through radio sessions. Initially, 1510 teachers were trained, including 110 additional staff 

trained. After the final evaluation of the first phase, the AfDB has decided to finance a second 

phase of the project, which benefited the rest of the elementary school teachers. Around 3,200 

teachers were trained." 

 

Testimonial: Luís Fortes, Educational Radio Director  

 

"The Educational Radio is supervised by the Ministry of Education. Its purpose is to conduct 

teachers and students’ distance training as well as promote awareness campaigns for behavior 

and attitude change. The Educational Radio has been working with elementary school students 

through an alternative methodology for the enhancement of English language and mathematics 

learning. The Educational Radio equally adhered to the project to develop a training 

programme for teachers on education for citizenship financed by the AfDB. This funding made it 

possible for us to broaden our coverage at the national level because it helped us purchase some 



equipment to strengthen the radio studios and radio transmitters and repeaters. We currently 

cover almost 100% of the country." 

 

 

Santiago Production Capacity and Distribution Network Strengthening Project  

 

The electrification rate in the island of Santiago (52%) is 

below the national average of 63%. It varies from 26% in 

São Miguel to 70% in Praia. To reduce disparities in 

national electrification, and on the island of Santiago, the 

government has decided to develop a single electricity 

production and transportation network in Praia 

(Palmarejo) as a centralized production center. The 

project includes the extension of the Palmarejo electrical 

central components, the construction of a high tension 

(HT) line, the construction of substations and MV and 

LV lines, as well as the construction of electrical 

connections and project management. The project's 

objective is to improve the quality of electricity supply 

on the island of Santiago by creating conditions for new 

connections, improved service quality in large 

municipalities in the north of the island and help cut 

down on electricity costs. 

 

Process and expected impact: The centralization of power generation on the island of Santiago 

will reduce production costs and operational restrictions, as well as provide better quality of 

service. The construction of power lines will transport electricity in rural areas. The elimination 

of small power plants and the use of heavy oil as fuel, instead of diesel, will reduce the negative 

environmental impacts associated with electricity production. The negative impact of the 

expansion of the Palmarejo power plant and the construction of power lines is limited. The 

project will not cause population displacement and will not affect the cultural heritage or 

protected areas. The project will have a major economic and social impact on the area’s 

population, estimated at 27,000 inhabitants, 6% of the country’s total population. The 

electrification rate in the project area is expected to increase from 29 to 50%. 

 

Testimonial: Pedro Alcântara Silva, Project Implementation Unit Coordinator of the 

Ministry of the Economy, Growth and Competitiveness 

  

"The Santiago Production Capacity and Distribution Network Strengthening Project is key to the 

country and the island of Santiago. It aims at strengthening the capacity of the Palmarejo power 

plant. We will increase production capacity by installing and expanding the power plant. Two 

power groups of 10 mega watts will be installed. For the first time, high voltage energy will be 

taken to Calheta de São Miguel and from there Assomada, Tarrafal, Pedra Badejo will be 

connected. By centralizing the production in the Island of Santiago, we will be able to use heavy 

oil, which is a much cheaper fuel than diesel. This will enable us close all municipal power 

plants that currently work on diesel. This project will, therefore, save money, improve the power 
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plant’s efficiency, possibly reduce production costs and eventually reduce the electricity tariff at 

Santiago. We hope that once implemented, the project will create the necessary conditions for 

the introduction of rural energy in the country. The country has considerable wind potential, 

which can be developed, allowing us to use less petroleum products. Currently, we have a 

fragmented system, with small plants working on diesel, at high costs, and not always efficient. 

Another component of the project which is extremely important is household connections, which 

will increase the consumer connection rate, especially on the periphery of urban centers." 

 

 

 

ADF Budget Support and AfDB Additional Budget Support to the Poverty Reduction 

Strategy Support Programme (PRSSP) II for 2008-2010 

 

The PASRP II budget support to Cape Verde consists 

of an ADF Budget Support and an additional AfDB 

Budget Support covering the 2008-2010 period. The 

PRSP II overarching objective is to stimulate 

sustained economic growth and economy’s 

transformation. As part of this overall objective the 

additional AfDB budget support focuses particularly 

on growth stimulation within the context of the 

global economic crisis. The project provides 

additional financial resources to help the government 

mitigate the negative impact of the global economic 

crisis as well as maintaining its momentum in 

implementing its economic and institutional reform 

program.   

 

The PASRP II will help the Cape Verdean government in it efforts to implement of its 2008-

2011 Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy. It is line with the Bank’s 2009-2012 strategy and 

measures defined in the joint budget support framework by the Joint Budget Support Group 

(BSG), which comprises seven donors, including the Bank. With the implementation of the 

additional AfDB budget support operation in 2009, the AfDB has taken on the role of lead 

development partner as defined in Resolution F/BD/2009/05 of 4 March 2009 concerning the 

Bank’s response to the economic impact of the financial crisis. 

 

The PRSSP-II has two components, namely: (i) strengthening public finance management and 

(ii) improving the business climate. The first component aims at consolidating budget reforms in 

order to improve the effectiveness of budget preparation, public expenditure system and debt 

management. The second component aims to improve the business climate, in particular, to make 

the private sector more competitive.  

 

The coordination of budget support is made by the Ministry of Finance’s General Directorate for 

Planning. In 2005, a budget support partnership was put in place between the Cape Verdean 

government, the World Bank, the European Union, the Netherlands, Portugal, Austria, Spain and 

the AfDB. Under that arrangement, the government as well as technical and financial partners 
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have agreed to: (i) harmonize indicators and priority actions for budget support, (ii) undertake 

joint budget support reviews, and (iii) synchronize disbursements from the budget cycle in order 

to reduce the transaction cost of assistance.   

 


