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 Good afternoon everyone! Thanks so much Chancellor Stollery and President 

Turpin, the Senate, Deans, Faculty and students of the University of Alberta, for the 

great honor of receiving an Honorary Doctorate here today! 

 

 What a wonderful privilege to stand on this platform at the University of Alberta 

- one of Canada’s and the world's most distinguished academic institutions! 

 

 This is home to a long and illustrious list of alumni - including, Supreme Court 

Justices, Mayors, Premiers, Ministers of Government – and a former Canadian 

Prime Minister!  

 

 And you count among the alumni, Richard E. Taylor, the 1990 Nobel Prize 

Winner in Physics and TV stars such as Nathan Fillion, an iconic actor and star of 

Castle, and Dan Riskin, the internationally renowned host of the Daily Planet.  

 

 Without any doubt, the University of Alberta produces some of the very best for 

Canada and the world! 

 

  Congratulations to you all the Class of 2019, from the U of A!  

 

 You have studied hard. You have labored through the rigors. You have been 

grilled. And you are well done! Your years of success in life starts from the moment 

you leave here today.  

 

 You are built for success – and succeed you will!  

 

 So, ultimately, what is SUCCESS? 

 

 Success is not measured by degrees earned, positions held, or titles received. 

 

 Success is neither measured by how much money you make. 
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 Neither is Success measured by the standards of others. 

 

 RATHER,  

 

 Success is about making a difference and helping others achieve their dreams!  

 

 Over the next years of your lives, your learning and education will open doors, 

bring you into corridors of power and influence, and give you access. 

 

 But as it does, life will not be about you. I recognize that in a media-saturated 

world, this is difficult to come to terms with. But trust me, life is not about me, and 

neither is it about you. 

 

 Life is about 'others.' Only then does it truly have meaning. 

 

 For a few years, you have been the 'others' in the lives of faculty, administrators, 

benefactors, and your families and loved ones. One way or the other they have opened 

doors for you.  

 

 Now, it is your turn to open doors for others.  

 

 You will achieve great things in life. But always remember: humility is what 

will make you stand out.  

 

 Not everyone knows how to manage success.  

 

 The higher the altitude, the cooler it becomes. Follow same: the higher you go, 

the cooler your head must become.  

 

 You already have all that it takes to become a leader in your circle of 

influence. At every opportunity, lead and serve with your heart. It is the highway that 

connects who you are, and what you do, to the people you are called to serve.  

 

 Make no doubt about it, you will face challenges.  But your experiences here at 

Alberta, the skills you have been provided with, and your faith, have more than prepared 

you to meet them.  
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 You may find that not everyone will believe in you and your dreams.  

 

 Some will doubt your ability.  

 

 Some will try to diminish your accomplishments.  

 

 But never doubt yourself! 

 

 My father-in-law once told me about a family of frogs. They gathered to climb up 

a tall slippery pole. Many started to climb. But the noise from below, from the family of 

frogs, was extremely loud, with each frog screaming: "Come down, come down, what if 

you fall down?  

 

 All but one of the frogs quickly came down. The lone frog continued to climb 

until it reached the very top of the pole. Having conquered the challenge, the lone frog 

made its way down.  

 

 Back on the ground, all the frogs berated it: "why did you not listen to us? 

What if you had fallen and died?"  

 

 The lone frog gave them a blank stare. It was only then that the other frogs 

realized  that the lone frog was deaf!  

 

 So, set your eyes on your goals, keep on rising, close your ears to nay Sayers 

and soar in life. Be like that lone frog: what you don’t hear cannot affect you! 

 

 One of the most significant defining moments in my life was when my father 

sent me to attend a village high school. I was not amused. I desperately wanted to be 

like other city kids and attend renowned city high schools.  

 

 After all, when trying to date a girl, it was going to be hard to say that I had 

attended a village school! I'll just leave it to your imagination about how many “no, 

thanks," I received following futile attempts to date a number of city high school 

girls”. 

 

 I recall asking my father: "why in the world did you send me to a village 

school?" He said “I want you to see the reality of poverty in the village. You never 

know what God may make of you in life. If you ever occupy a leadership 

position, you will know exactly what to do!"  
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 Today, as President of the African Development Bank, with a share capital of 

close to $100 billion, my every day decision-making is guided by that lesson and a 

constant question -  "how can I help change the lives of people?  

 

 In close to 4 years on the job, we’ve helped provide 16 million people with 

access to electricity; we’ve helped provide food security through access to new farming 

technologies for 70 million people; we've connected 9 million people to access to 

finance from private companies that we invest in; we've provided 57 million people with 

access to improved transport; and we have provided 31 million people with access to 

improved water and sanitation.  

 

 My late father’s words certainly helped me know what to do.  

 

 Likewise, as you prepare to go into the world, let me leave you with one closing 

thought. Don’t be a passerby. Actively influence your environment.  

 

 You will see what needs to change: be bold, go ahead, change them!  

 

 This great university has prepared you extremely well. Now go out and 

influence your world the Alberta way!  

 

 In turn, I believe I'll be able to also claim that I was influenced to do more the 

Alberta way, following the Honorary Doctorate conferred on me today. 

 

 The best decision you’ve made was to attend the U of A!  

 

 Turn to the person next to you and give a High 5 to the U of A! 

 

 Now go out and make it count!!!  

 

 Congratulations - and God bless you all!  

 

 

 


