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     18 November 2010 

Development organisations GTZ and SNV join hands                              

in European energy debate 

The Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) GmbH and the Netherlands 

Development Organisation (SNV) welcome the emphasis on promoting renewable energy in the 

developing world as formulated in the European Commission’s recently released Green Paper. 

“1.5 billion people – out of whom more than a third live in Sub-Saharan Africa – have no access to 

electricity and 2.4 billion people still use traditional biomass (firewood) for cooking and heating in an 

inefficient way”, GTZ energy expert Marlis Kees stated. “Investments in decentralised sources of 

renewable energy, such as micro hydro, biogas and clean cook stoves, are indispensible for any inclusive 

development strategy”, SNV energy expert, Wim van Nes, added. 

The publication of the Green Paper launches a period of consultations with stakeholders on the new EU 

policy framework. The fifth edition of the European Development Days (EDD), to be organised in Brussels 

on 6 and 7 December, will be an important momentum in this consultation process.  

 ‘The Energy Evolution: Mobilizing Energy for Sustainable Development’ 

GTZ and SNV have been requested by the European Commission to co-organise a High Level Panel on 

Energy at the EDD 2010. This event, titled ‘The Energy Evolution: Mobilizing Energy for Sustainable 

Development’, will demonstrate how access to energy can be increased in developing countries through a 

multi-actor approach – including national and local governments, the private sector, community and 

development organisations, and the financial sector – and will discuss how the European Union can play a 

supportive role in this process.  

The debate will take place in Brussels in the Copper Hall of SQUARE – Brussels Meeting Centre                         

on Tuesday 7 December 2010, 14:00-16:00. 

This event brings together some of the most eminent policy makers, researchers and practitioners who 

are shaping the international debate on sustainable energy:  

 

Please refer to the website of the European Development Days for a detailed programme: 

http://www.eudevdays.eu 

Journalists who wish to participate are requested to register until 22 November 2010. 
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About GTZ: The Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) is a federally owned 

organisation. We work worldwide in the field of international cooperation for sustainable development. 

Our mandate is to support the German Government in achieving its development objectives. We provide 

viable, forward-looking solutions for political, economic, ecological and social development in a globalised 

world. Sometimes working under difficult conditions, we promote complex reforms and change 

processes. Our corporate objective is to improve people’s lives on a sustainable basis. For more 

information please consult: http://www.gtz.de 

About SNV: SNV is an independent Netherlands-based development organisation committed to 

eliminating poverty and improving good governance worldwide. We contribute to this by strengthening 

the capacities of local organisations. SNV provides technical assistance, advocacy, project implementation 

and investment advisory services that generate employment and income, and improve access to basic 

services for low-income populations. We believe that multi-sector cooperation is the engine of growth 

and that poverty alleviation needs to be approached in an integrated and inclusive way. SNV has a global 

network of about 1,300 professionals in 35 countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Balkans. For 

more information please consult: http://www.snvworld.org 

 

For further information or for interview requests with speakers at this High Level Panel: 

Holger Thomsen, press officer GTZ: holger.thomsen@gtz.de or +32 485 82 36 01  

Edu Willemse, spokesperson SNV: ewillemse@snvworld.org or +31 65 357 6833 

Media Contact at the European Development Days:  

Luc Dumoulin: ldumoulin@eudevdays.eu or +32 475 23 61 01 

 


