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1. Context 

 The side event will provide a platform for the presentation of the 2012 Africa Ecological Footprint 
Report “Green infrastructure for a sustainable development of Africa” which argues that Africa is still 
endowed with a lot of bio-capacity, although witnessing a decline in biodiversity and under major 
stresses because of major drivers such as trade, climate change, and unsustainable natural resource 
management. 

 The event aims at demonstrating that a Green Development Path is possible for Africa, if we can chart 
development paths that invest in green infrastructure for sustainable development in Africa,  as well 
as in other countries that derive resources from Africa. 

 Africa’s ecosystems are changing faster than ever before through the combined impact of global and 
local pressures.  Loss of ecosystem services is compromising future security, health and well-being and 
effects are being borne disproportionately by the poor.  

 The Ecological Footprint of all African countries increased by 240 per cent between 1961 and 2008 as 
a result of growing populations as well as increased per capita consumption in a minority of countries. 

 Transitioning to a green economy involves that our natural capital is maintained so it provides the 
ecosystem services we all depend on. These services provide food, water and energy (essentials for 
sustaining our livelihoods) and also help us in being resilient to the impacts of climate change. 
 

2. Background 

 Africa has rich and varied biological resources that constitute the region’s natural wealth on which its 
social and economic systems are based.  

 These resources constitute essential global public goods that not only provide food, water and fuel; 
they also sustain livelihoods and help attract international funding for their preservation. 
Unfortunately, their real values are not recognized or factored into Africa’s development. 

 Over the last decade the African continent has experienced rapid economic growth. However, this 
growth has been uneven across sub-regional countries and sectors. 

 Promoting inclusive green growth and building a green economy is about ensuring quality of growth 
and enabling the transition to sustainable development pathways in Africa. 

 There is an urgent need to maintain the recent economic momentum, while ensuring that growing 
population benefits from development in a sustainable manner, while reducing vulnerability. 

 Although Africa contributes least to global climate change, it is suffering disproportionately from its 
adverse effects.  African livelihoods and economies need to adapt to climate change. 

 Given its vast natural resource wealth, biodiversity and human capital, Africa could play an important 
role in addressing some of the world’s challenges. 

 There is a need to ensure that countries maximize the benefits that can be generated from such 
resources in order to enhance livelihoods and minimize vulnerabilities by creating new opportunities. 
 

3. AfDB’s Participation in the event 

 The African Development Bank has a corporate responsibility to vigorously pursue its mandate of 
assisting member countries to protect Africa’s ecosystem.  

 In view of the importance of the ecosystem to achieving sustainable development, the Bank has jointly 
produced the Africa Ecological Footprint Report with the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). The 
Bank supports the goal of WWF to conserve Africa’s rich biodiversity. 

 The report is aligned with the Long-Term Strategy of the Bank which seeks to guide the Bank’s support 
to the transformation of Africa into a stable, competitive, integrated and greener continent with 
inclusive growth. It also speaks to the main objective of the Rio+20 Conference – which focuses on 
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helping countries transit to a green economy in the context of poverty eradication and sustainable 
development. Efficient use of natural resources is critical to achieving these objectives.  

 The Bank is supporting some countries to develop their green growth strategies that will make their 
economies more efficient in terms of how they use resources and invest in new technologies and 
innovation, as well as on how they can turn existing natural wealth into assets to support sustainable 
development and prosperity. 

 The Bank is currently engaged in several other initiatives to support a greener continent. The Bank is 
hosting the Congo Basin Forest Fund which is supporting projects that seek to preserve the Congo 
Basin Forests as well as earn revenue through REDD to support the livelihoods of local communities.  

 Over the next 5 years, the Bank will be committing about $6.4 billion dollars to support low-carbon 
and climate-resilient development in Africa through investments in the energy, transport, water and 
agriculture sectors. 
 
 

4. Key Issues under Discussion 

 What are the key challenges and opportunities Africa faces in terms of its ecological footprint? 

 The 2012 Ecological footprint report analyses the current demand for land and water resources in 
Africa. It is becoming evident that over exploitation of natural resources can lead to the depletion 
of natural capital and a decline in ecosystem services, eventually slowing economic development 
and human well-being.  

 In response to the on-going decline of the global environment, the “green economy” ” is now 
evolving from being just an ideal, to an approach that is gathering more and more support from 
countries worldwide. The green economy is moving to take centre stage at the Rio +20 United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD). 

 Why should we care? 

 Africa has choices in terms of its development pathways. Pursuing a more sustainable approach to 

development than those taken in some other parts of the world can generate benefits in terms of 

environmental security, human well-being and increased competitiveness. The choices made 

today about infrastructure, energy and food production will shape our opportunities and options 

far into the future. 

 It is becoming evident that over exploitation of natural resources can lead to the depletion of 
natural capital and a decline in ecosystem services, eventually slowing economic development and 
human well-being. In response to the on-going decline of the global environment, the “green 
economy” is now evolving from being just an ideal, to an approach that is gathering more and 
more support from countries worldwide.  

 Transitioning to a green economy involves maintaining our natural capital, so it provides the 
ecosystem services we all depend on.. In Africa the sustainable use of natural resources needs to 
be mainstreamed in economic development.  

 The timing is now right for making green economies a reality, and we have seen excellent 
initiatives started both by individual countries and by smaller country groups. Making economies 
more efficient in terms of how they use resources and invest in new technologies and innovation 
will help these initiatives further. With Africa hosting 15 percent of the planet’s population and 13 
percent of the planet’s biological capacity, its governments, business leaders and investors need 
to show even greater leadership, if the continent’s natural resources are to be used sustainably. 
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5. Key thoughts 

 Invest in Africa’s ecological infrastructure. 

 Halt and reverse forest loss. 

 Manage water as the crucial link in the water, energy and food security nexus. 

 Enable sustainable production and access to market. 

 Put renewable energy at the heart of a green economy. 

 Incorporate environmental performance and resource scarcity in measures of societal progress. 

 Use full accounting to capture social and environmental externalities. 

 Develop and implement incentive framework to improve environmental performance. 

 The world today lives in a resource-constrained world – and many countries are living beyond their 

means. 

 


