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Sustainable Development Goal 16
and High 5s in Fragile Situations 
in Africa
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1 Background and rationale

1.1 The Transition Support Department (ORTS) of the
African Development Bank Group (AfDB) is organizing a
Seminar on 16 March, 2016 in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, on
the challenges of the operationalization of Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) 16 to promote peaceful and
inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide
access to justice for all and build effective, accountable
and inclusive institutions at all levels, 

1.2 At the UN Sustainable Development Summit that
took place from 25-27 September 2015, the UN and
AfDB committed to strengthen their partnership and work
closely together in the implementation of the SDGs in
Africa. Both institutions recognize that poverty eradication
and sustainable development requires tackling conflict
and insecurity. The High Level Panel on Fragile States
which was established by the AfDB, issued a clarion call
in 2014 for African policy makers and international actors
to jointly work together to end conflict and build peace
on the continent.

1.3 The AU Common African Position (CAP) for the
Post-2015 Development Agenda responded to this call
and African Heads of State and Government committed

to (a) addressing the root causes of conflict, notably
tackling economic and social inequalities and exclusion;
strengthening good and inclusive governance; fighting
against all forms of discrimination; and forging unity in
diversity through democratic practices and
mechanisms at the local, national and continental
levels; and (b) preventing the outbreak of armed
conflict.

1.4 Under its 2014 Strategy for Addressing Fragility and
Building Resilience in Africa, the Bank acknowledges that
no country is immune to issues of fragility and that these
are not limited by state borders, thereby abandoning the
binary view of fragile vs non-fragile states. This approach
is in line with the principle of universality inherent in the
SDGs and the ambition of SDG16 to promote peaceful
and inclusive societies. 

2 Objectives and Expected Outcomes

2.1 The seminar will provide an opportunity to discuss
how the UN, AU and AfDB can identify concrete actions to
strengthen their partnership to implement SDG16 in Africa,
both at national and regional levels, with a special
emphasis on the West Africa Region. Many countries in
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West Africa are undergoing complex and critical
transitions. Hence the Region offers an appropriate context
for examining the challenges and opportunities for
sustaining peace and attaining the SDGs in Fragile and
Conflict-affected situations.

2.2 The overarching objective of the seminar, which is
expected to be conducted in a format of introductory short
statements and moderated DAVOS-style discussions, is
to examine the challenges and the opportunities that the
African Development Bank’s High 5s offer in promoting
peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable
development, providing access to justice for all and
building effective, accountable and inclusive institutions in
Africa. Rather than being a one-off event, the seminar will
serve to kick-off an Africa region process of bringing
together key partners to reflect on policies and approaches
in support of African countries on issues of conflict
prevention, peace and state building initiatives at regional
and country-levels. The seminar will offer an opportunity
to the three partner organizations to present their
respective institutional approaches to accompanying
African countries in dealing with the SDGs in general, and
SDG 16 in particular. In complement, an illustrative
perspective from the side of a Regional Member Country
will be presented.  

3 The Topics of the Seminar

The challenges and opportunities of operationalizing
AfDB’s High 5s in fragile and conflict affected
situations: This topic will examine the Bank’s High-5s in
relation to the implementation of the SDGs in general, and
SDG 16 in particular (Mr. Janvier K. LITSE, Vice-President,
ORVP, AfDB).

Africa’s continental peace and security architecture
and regional peace-making initiatives: The African
Union has developed a Framework on Post Conflict
Reconstruction and Development (PCRD), which is
premised on African ownership and leadership and also
established the Peace and Security Council (PSC) to
respond to incidence of conflicts in Africa This topic will
provide an opportunity to assess the AU’s actions,
policies, programmes and frameworks directed at peace-

making and state building in West Africa (Dr. Mohamed Ibn
Chambas/Mr. Ethmane Abdel).

Mobilising International support to Post-conflict
Reconstruction: This topic will be addressed by the UN
Peace Building Commission and will examine the
modalities and challenges of mobilising international
support for post-conflict reconstruction. It will have the
advantage of offering a framework of references from
outside Africa, as well as its expected approach to
challenges that are specific to the continent and the region
in particular (Dr. Oscar Fernadez-Taranco). 

Policies, strategies and resources that will be needed
at the level of countries to rise to the challenge of
implementing the SDGs: This topic will be addressed by
a high level government official from a country within the
West Africa region. It will not only offer perspectives from
a governmental stand-point, but will also touch on the
particular challenges and opportunities to be taken into
account in the fragile situations in the region. (Mr. Ahmed
Bakayoko).

4 Speakers and Participating Partners

4.1 Panelists

- Mr. Janvier K. Litse, Vice-President, ORVP, African
Develop ment Bank
- Dr. Oscar Fernandez-Taranco, Assistant Secretary
General of UN for Peacebuilding Support
- Mr. Ahmed Bakayoko, Minister of State, Minister of
Interior and Security, Republic of Côte d’Ivoire
- Dr. Ibn Mohamed Ibn Chambas, Special Represen -
tative of UN Secretary General for West Africa
- Dr. Abdoulaye-Mar Dieye, Assistant Administrator and
Regional Director of UNDP for Africa
- Mr. Ethmane Abdel, Special Advisor and Representative
of the African Union, Côte d’Ivoire

4.2 Partner Institutions

The seminar will bring together three leading institutions
with established structures to address the various
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challenges in promoting peaceful and inclusive
societies for sustainable development, providing
access to justice for all and building effective,
accountable and inclusive institutions. They are the UN,
the AU and AfDB. 

5 Target Audience

The participants to the seminar will be:  

- Executive Directors and professionals from the AfDB
- International and regional institutions based in Abidjan
- Members of the diplomatic corps in Abidjan

6 Organization of the Seminar

6.1 Date

16 March 2016

6.2 Venue

CCIA Building, Room 7 i, Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire

6.3 Agenda

A draft is attached.




