
POWERING AFFORDABLE, RELIABLE AND 
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY



SE4All Overview
 
Some 620 million people in Sub-Saharan Afri-
ca lack access to electricity and some 730 
million rely still predominantly on solid fuels 
for cooking. 19 of the 20 countries with the 
lowest electricity access rates globally are in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. Many African countries 
face regular electricity shortages, costing firms 
around 5% of their annual turnover. Energy 
costs are extremely high and sources often 
highly polluting and  600,000 Africans, main-
ly women and children, are estimated to die 
every year from the impacts of indoor pollution. 
To respond to these challenges, the UN Se-
cretary General’s Sustainable Energy for All 
(SE4All) initiative was launched in September 2011 indicating three main goals to be 
reached by 2030: 

Energy is the golden 
thread that connects 
economic growth, 
increased social equity, 
and an environment that 
allows the world to thrive.

Ban Ki Moon, UN Secretary General 

Since its launch, more than 100 Governments from around the world have formally engaged 
with the initiative, including 85 developing countries. At and since the Rio+20 Summit, 
businesses and investors committed over $300 billion to achieve the initiative’s objectives, 
and $70 billion have already been invested. Key stakeholders such as governments, 
multilateral development banks, private sector and civil society organizations are committed 
to catalyze action in support of the initiative. 

In September 2015, the UN General Assembly adopted Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) n.7 to “Ensure access to affordable, reliable and modern energy services 
to all by 2030”, with targets modeled on the SE4All goals, recognizing that access to 
sustainable energy is a necessary precondition to achieving many development outcomes 
– eradicating poverty, increasing food production, providing clean water, improving public 
health, enhancing education, creating economic opportunity, and empowering women. 
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Energy is critical for powering African economies towards 
industrialization and economic diversification. The Sustainable Energy 
for All (SE4All) Hub plays an important role in bringing together 
governments and the private sector to discuss concretely the 
importance of regional integration, infrastructure and energy sector 
investments to eradicate poverty once and for all in our continent.

Dr. Kandeh Yumkella, Co-Founder African Energy Leaders Group (AELG)
Former Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Sustainable Energy for All &
Former CEO of the Sustainable Energy for All Initiative

Africa has been at the forefront of the 
implementation of the SE4All Initiative 
and the African Development Bank hosts 
the SE4All Africa Hub since May 2013 
in partnership with the African Union 
Commission (AUC), the NEPAD Planning 
and Coordination Agency (NPCA) and 
the United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP). 

The SE4All Africa Hub
The mission of the SE4All Africa Hub is to 
coordinate and facilitate the implementation 
of the SE4All initiative on the African 
continent in keeping with the resolution of 
the Conference of Energy Minister of Africa 
in November 2012. The Hub promotes 
African ownership, inclusiveness and a 
comprehensive approach to the Initiative’s 
implementation.
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The Hub’s activities in support of the SE4All Initiative are:

Nothing is more 
important to achieving 
the Sustainable
Development Goals 
(SDGs) in Africa than 
access to energy.

Dr. Akinwumi Adesina
President, African Development 
Bank Group

The Africa Hub is composed of

An Oversight and Operations Committee providing strategic guidance for the 
operations of the Hub Secretariat and comprising representatives of the AUC, NPCA, 
AfDB, UNDP and ECOWAS, which represents the Regional Economic Communities 
on a rotating basis. Additional members might be added if and when necessary.

A Secretariat, responsible for carrying out the activities of the Hub and its work 
program hosted at the AfDB.
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Facilitating implementation of the SE4All initiative in Africa
As of mid-2015, 44 African countries had joined the initiative, the majority of which had 
completed a Rapid Assessment and Gap Analysis, Action Agendas and Investment 
Prospectuses are under development or about to start in 27 and 17 countries respectively. 
To support this process, the SE4All Africa Hub in collaboration with partners have put in 
place a series of activities consisting inter alia in:

Preparation of guidelines to support country level SE4All processes such as the 
development of the SE4All Action Agenda template;

Organization of workshops and events to shape and promote the initiative at the 
global and regional level;

Provision of direct technical assistance to more than 10 countries to support the 
development of SE4All Action Agendas and Investment Prospectuses in response 
to requests of countries;

Implementation of a regional support program for Green Mini Grids, in collaboration 
with the Sustainable Energy Fund for Africa (SEFA);

Support to partnerships such as the African Energy Leaders Group that promote the 
advancement towards SE4All objectives. 
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Figure 1 - SE4All Partner Countries and Action Agenda Development Status as of September 2015.
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Some instruments supporting the SE4All Africa Hub

Sustainable Energy Fund for Africa (SEFA) 
SEFA was established in 2011 at the African Development Bank with Denmark’s 
commitment of $56 million to allow the Bank to scale-up its engagement in the small 
to medium-sized renewable energy and energy efficiency space. Subsequently SEFA 
was transformed into a multi-donor facility with an initial $5 million commitment from the 
United States as part of a multi-year engagement under President Obama’s Power Africa 
Initiative and a contribution of GBP 10 million from the UK’s Department for International 
Cooperation. SEFA is one of Africa’s instruments under the SE4All Initiative and cooperates 
closely with the Africa Hub.

SEFA operates through three financing components all focused on unlocking private 
investments in small to medium sustainable energy projects: (i) grants to facilitate the 
preparation of bankable projects; (ii) equity investments to bridge the financing gap and 
infuse managerial capacity and (iii) support to public sector in improving the enabling 
environment. Since its inception, SEFA has played a key role in structuring the first truly 
Pan-African $200 million private equity fund focused on renewable energy, the African 
Renewable Energy Fund (AREF), for which SEFA and the AfDB are the anchor sponsor at 
more than $50 million. 

African Climate Technology Centre 
The Centre is financed by the GEF with some $14.3 million and implemented by the AfDB 
over a three year period. The objective of the Centre is to support Sub-Saharan African 
countries in scaling-up the deployment of low carbon and climate resilient technologies 
for climate change mitigation and adaptation by: (1) enhancing networking and knowledge 
dissemination with respect to climate technology transfer and financing; (2) enabling the 
scaling-up of technology transfer through policy, institutional and organizational reforms 
of the country and regional enabling environments; and (3) integrating climate change 
technologies into investment programmes and projects.The mitigation activities focus 
exclusively on the energy sector and are aligned with the SE4All initiative. Since its inception 
in the summer of 2014, the Centre has been financing technical assistance activities 
related to SE4All implementation in ten countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
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Contacts

The SE4All Africa Hub 
Secretariat 
is hosted by the AfDB and housed in 
the Energy, Environment and Climate 
Change Department (ONEC).

African Development Bank
Immeuble CCIA 
01BP1387
Abidjan 01 – Cote d’Ivoire
www.afdb.org 

SE4All Africa Hub Secretariat
www.SE4All-Africa.org
SE4All.africa@afdb.org

SE4All Africa Hub 
Coordinator
Dr. Daniel-Alexander SCHROTH
d.schroth@afdb.org


