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SANCTIONS CASE No. SN/2015/01 

 

Sanctions Decision No. 04, Issued on July 31, 2015 

 

Corrupt Practice - Acceptance of money and gift to improperly influence the execution 

of a construction contract 

 

Respondent: Mr. William ACQUAH 

---------------------------------------------------- 

 
In January 2008, the African Development Bank (the Bank), as a Trustee, and the Republic of 

Liberia entered into a grant agreement to finance a project aimed at improving upon water and 

sanitation delivery, which included construction of waste stabilization ponds in Monrovia (the 

Project). The executing agency of the Project hired a consulting firm to design distributions 

systems, prepare tender documents, recommend contract packages, and supervise the 

construction of the project. The consulting firm recruited a consultant, Mr. William Acquah 

(Respondent Acquah), to perform some of the duties and later, to supervise the construction 

project. After a competitive procurement process, the executing agency awarded the 

construction contract for the waste stabilization ponds to a firm (named P.A.C. for the purpose 

of this document or Respondent P.A.C), in April 2010. 

 

On December 9, 2011, the Integrity and Anti-Corruption Department (IACD) of the Bank 

received a complaint with documentary evidence from the Manager for Respondent P.A.C., 

(named Mr. S.C. for the purpose of this document or Respondent S.C.), alleging that 

Respondent Acquah had engaged in corrupt practices and had received from him, USD 1,500 

and a camera. IACD conducted an investigation which substantiated the allegations and 

revealed that during the procurement process, Respondent Acquah helped Respondents P.A.C. 

and S.C. to win the bid by providing them with confidential information. Similarly, during the 

contract execution, Respondent Acquah approved Respondent P.A.C.’s invoice despite 

uncompleted work. IACD concluded that all three Respondents engaged in corrupt practices by 

soliciting, giving, and receiving things of value that improperly influenced the procurement 

process and the execution of the construction contract and presented a Findings of Sanctionable 

Practices to the Sanctions Office (the FoSP), on March 16, 2015. 

 

Upon consideration of the case, the Sanctions Commissioner determined that the FoSP 

contained prima facie evidence in support of the alleged corruption and thus, issued a Notice 

of Sanctions Proceedings against the Respondents on May 22, 2015. The Respondents were 

informed of their right to contest the FoSP within sixty (60) days of receipt.  

 

Respondents P.A.C. and S.C. requested to settle amicably the case and requested with IACD, a 

stay of proceedings. The Sanctions Commissioner granted a stay of proceedings for 90 days. 

Respondent Acquah did not submit a Response. The Sanctions Commissioner determined that 

it is more likely than not that the Respondent Acquah engaged in corrupt practice with an 

aggravated factor, the significant delay experienced by the Project, generated by the conduct of 

Respondent Acquah. As a consequence, the Sanctions Commissioner imposed a sanction of 

five (5) year of debarment to Respondent Acquah on July 31, 2015.  

 

The Sanctions Decision was not contested before the Sanctions Appeals Board and therefore, 

became final and enforceable. 

 


