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S E S S I O N  A I M  

Engage finance and health ministers in a discussion around a new partnership paradigm of shared 

responsibility and global solidarity for a more sustainable AIDS response – one which can act as a 

pathfinder for health financing in Africa.  

B A C K G R O U N D  

Shared responsibility and global solidarity – three premises: 

1 Countries demonstrate political leadership through a willingness and ability to articulate a 
national AIDS, health and development vision and pull partner efforts in alignment. 

2 Development partners and African governments fill the HIV investment gap together, through 
traditional and innovative means, investing “fair share” based on ability and prior commitments. 

3 Resources are reallocated according to countries’ needs and priorities – among countries, 
programmes and populations – for greatest results, ensuring rights-based enablers and 
synergies. 

 
In 22 African countries the number of annual new HIV infections declined by more than 25% between 
2001 and 2009. In 2010, over 5 million people in Africa were receiving antiretroviral treatment – up 
from 50 000 people in 2002. Despite this remarkable progress and recent scientific developments 
that have led global leaders to begin to speak of the end of the AIDS epidemic, this progress is fragile. 
While AIDS programmes in Africa have benefitted from unprecedented global solidarity in terms of 
resource mobilization, the financing of AIDS programmes must address the following challenges:  
 

 Sustainability of investments: Successful AIDS programmes provide lifelong access to HIV 
treatment and long-term prevention activities to halt new infections and reduce future costs.  

 High reliance on investments from external sources: Over 80% of HIV treatment expenditures 
are drawn from international sources.  

 Uncertainty around future support: the global financial and economic crisis has resulted in a 
decline in international investments for AIDS over the past three years.  

 
In the 2011 Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS adopted at the United Nations High-Level Meeting on 
AIDS, Member States committed to achieving several ambitious targets, including placing 15 million 



 

people on HIV treatment, halving TB deaths among people living with HIV and eliminating new 
infections in children by 2015.  
 
Africa’s fast economic growth is creating new opportunities. This changing geopolitical and economic 
landscape presents a unique opportunity to renegotiate development partnerships. Increasingly, 
countries in Africa are exercising concerted leadership on AIDS, including by significantly scaling up 
domestic resources and applying more strategic investment practices, such as combination 
prevention, expanding access to services for those most at risk and key populations in concentrated 
epidemics, and community mobilization for greater outreach. The fact that BRICS and other middle-
income countries have accelerated their AIDS response allows the global community to focus its 
support on countries most in need of assistance.  
 
In this context, the African Union and NEPAD are taking steps to strengthen ownership, accountability 
and partnerships to accelerate progress in the AIDS response through a Roadmap of Shared 
Responsibility for African responses to AIDS, TB and malaria.  

The political window is open for Africa to set the development agenda and garner support from 

development partners for more sustainable solutions in the AIDS response and beyond. 

K E Y  D I S C U S S I O N  T O P I C S  

 Supporting countries to take on political leadership and ownership of their AIDS response, 
and supporting Africa to have a stronger voice in the global health financing debate;  
 

 Securing sustainable financing models for AIDS that include the engagement of new 
development partners and the private sector, innovative financing mechanisms and 
mobilization of domestic resources;  

 

 Identifying opportunities to reduce costs and increase service coverage through optimal 
resource allocation, efficient programming, pooled procurement of drugs, etc.;  

 

 Investing in sustainable AIDS responses that leverage gains across health and development, 
including domestic pharmaceutical production and regulatory harmonization in Africa, and  

 
 Developing models of development cooperation to respond to country priorities and needs 

by defining roles and responsibilities of countries (e.g. emerging economies) and identifying 
opportunities to re-allocate scarce resources to countries most in need (e.g. least developed 
countries and fragile states).   

 
CHAIR & SPEAKERS  

 
Chair: Mr. Michel Sidibé, Executive Director, UNAIDS 

Co-chair: Hon. Abou Kolley, Minister of Finance, Gambia 

 

Hon. Onyebuchi Chukwu, Minister of Health, Nigeria (10 mins)  

Hon. Matia Kasaija, Minister of State and Planning, Uganda (10 mins) 

Gabriel Jaramillo, General Manager, The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (10 mins)  

Hon. Alban S.K. Bagbin, Minister of Health, Ghana (10 mins) 



 

Dr. Seth Berkley, CEO, GAVI Alliance (10 mins) 

Open discussion (10 mins)   

  

 


