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Session Aim: This session aims to showcase the ongoing work on green growth and shed light on the 
various initiatives that are contributing to increasing Africa’s access to energy and transition to green 
growth. The discussion will cover issues related to efficient resources use and resilient low-carbon 
development and the implications on technology and human development. The huge untapped 
potential of other renewable energy sources, including solar energy, biomass and wind, will also be 
discussed. The session will also provide a platform for panelists will shed light on their respective 
experience with a focus on the emerging challenges and opportunities and provide concrete 
recommendations for future action.  

 

Background 

The rationale for this side event takes into account the emerging challenges that African countries are 
facing in their efforts to achieve sustainable development including; climate change, energy access, 
increasing natural resource pressures, and population growth. Africa is one of the regions most 
endowed with renewable and clean energy resources, but the development of these resources is lacking 
and insufficient access to energy constitutes a major development barrier in many countries. As a result, 
today, 25 African countries face an energy crisis1. In Sub-Saharan Africa, an average of 76% lack access 
to modern energy and an average of only 24% of the population have access to electricity2. This traps 
people in poverty – students find it difficult to read after dark, clinics cannot refrigerate vaccines and 
businesses have shorter operating hours. Coverage of modern infrastructure services, particularly for 
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energy, has been broadly stagnant since the mid-1990s and remains skewed in favour of better-off 
households3. 

To overcome this barrier, cost effective and sustainable infrastructure will be a major necessity for Africa 
to improve energy access and transition to green growth. Growing green will also provide a huge 
opportunity for long-term energy security, job creation, future competitiveness and economic 
development. The session will discuss these concerns and the means to address them in order to tap 
into the continent’s huge energy resources, while at the same time transitioning to green growth. 

 

Proposed themes 
 Energy access 

o How can Africa best exploit its substantial renewable and non-renewable energy resources? 
o What are the opportunities and constraints and how can they be addressed? 
o How can regional integration and cross-border trade be promoted? How can the functioning 

of existing utility companies be improved, while helping countries chart low-carbon growth 
paths?  

o How do countries increase domestic investments to improve access to electricity on a large 
scale and especially among the poor? 

 Transitioning to green growth in Africa 
o What are the challenges and opportunities for Africa? 
o What are the lessons learned and how to effectively overcome the identified challenges? 
o What development model will ensure economic prosperity, environmental sustainability 

and social integrity?   
o How do Africa countries build the requisite capacity and skills to charter alternative 

development pathways? 

 Skills development and technology  
o Human capital development is crucial to transition to green growth. What set of skills will be 

required for the adoption of green technologies and renewable energy sources?  
o What are the examples of successful technology transfer programs and new technologies? 
o How can skills and capacities be upgraded to be able to compete in the following sectors: 

renewable energy suppliers, skills for green building development, low emission and 
sustainable transportation, organic food production, etc. (ILO 2008).  

o What are the opportunities new business models for green and inclusive entrepreneurship?  

 
Speakers  
 
Moderator 

Richard Munang, Africa Regional Coordinator for Climate Change – United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) 

 

Panelists 

 Peter Carter, Chief Environmentalist, European Investment Bank 
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 Kiama Gitahi, Acting Director of Wangari Maathai Institute for Peace and Environmental Studies 
(tbc) 

 Kurt Lonsway, Manager, Energy, Environment and Climate Change Department (ONEC), African 
Development Bank (AfDB)  

 Samantha Smith, Leader, the Global Climate and Energy Initiative: World Wide Fund For Nature 

 
 
 
Contact: Caroline Jehu Appiah, Principal Health Economist, c.jehu-appiah@afdb.org, tel. +225 
2026 1519 
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