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Concept Note for the Celebration of the World Environment Day 2018 

and World Oceans Day at the African Development Bank 

 

June 4-9, 2018, Abidjan 

 

1. Background and Context  

The UN General Assembly established the World Environment Day (WED) in 1972 on the first day 

of Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment. It occurs on the 5th of June every year, 

and is the United Nation's principal vehicle for encouraging worldwide awareness and action for 

the protection of our environment. First held in 1974, it has been a flagship campaign for raising 

awareness on emerging environmental issues from marine pollution, human overpopulation, 

and global warming, to sustainable consumption and wildlife crime. 

The theme for the World Environment Day 2018 is “Beat Plastic Pollution”. This is a call to action 

for all of us to come together to combat one of the great environmental challenges of our time – 

plastic pollution. The theme invites all stakeholders to consider how they can make changes in 

their everyday lives to reduce the heavy burden of plastic pollution on the natural and human 

environment. While plastic has many valuable uses, it single-use or disposable has severe 

environmental and health consequences. The celebration of the World Environment Day and the 

World Oceans Day provides an opportunity to engage partners from all corners of society and 

the world to raise awareness and take action to beat plastic pollution in Africa and contribute to 

protecting the ocean from plastic pollution. This celebration is also in line with the 

recommendations of the United Nations Environment Assembly held in 2017 on the theme 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_environment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_issue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marine_pollution
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"Towards a pollution-free planet". We are celebrating World Oceans Day 2018 to remind 

everyone of the major role the oceans have in everyday life and the stress it sustains from plastic 

pollution. 

Every year, 500 billion plastic bags are used around the world;  13 million tonnes of plastic leak 

into the ocean,  17 million barrels of oil are used on plastic production; 100,000 marine animals 

are killed by plastics;  and 83% of tap water are found to contain plastic particles. This is alarming 

and dangerous to human society and the life-support system. In particular it is impacting the 

ocean, which is the lungs of our planet, providing most of the oxygen we breathe, major source 

of food and medicines and a critical part of the biosphere. 

The African Development Bank believes that action must be taken to beat plastic pollution in 

Africa, including in our private life and at workplace like our Headquarters - Cote d’Ivoire. It is 

also important to be aware of the fact that plastic pollution an important suitability concern for 

the entire continent. Through this initiative, the Bank is reconfirming its commitment to playing 

a leadership role in ensuring environmental sustainability, while supporting economic prosperity 

and social inclusion in Africa. To this effect, the Bank is aiming to celebrate the World 

Environment Day 2018 and World Ocean Day by raising the awareness of its own staff and 

engaging key partners and communities in Abidjan, in order to safeguard the environment.  

 

2. Objective of the event: 

The main objective of the Bank in celebrating the World Environment Day/World Oceans Day 

2018 is to sensitize Bank staff and the greater Abidjan residents about the challenges posed by 

plastic pollution and advocate for the reduction of the waste generated by the increased use of 

plastic in Africa. 

 

 

3. Expected outcomes  
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• Enhanced awareness of the African Development Bank’ Staff and communities living in 

Abidjan towards plastic free lifestyle;   

• Raised awareness of the general public, particularly the communities of Abidjan and 

Africa in general, about the issue of plastic pollution and the practical actions needed to 

" “Beat Plastic Pollution”; 

• Promoted and highlighted measures and actions by companies, civil society organizations 

and local populations to tackle pollution by plastics. 

• Joint reflection on the long-term actions needed in order to address plastic pollution, 

beyond the celebration of this day. 

 

4. Key partners 

• African Development Bank;  

• The local authorities  of Abidjan and Bassam (City Hall); 

• Ministry of Hygiene, Environment and Sustainable Development (MINSEDD) of Cote 

d’Ivoire;   

• The UN Environment and other relevant UN Agencies;  

• Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) working on environment and sustainable development  

• Magic System Foundation; 

• Private companies committed to Corporate and Social Responsibility; and  

• Media.    

 

5. Event description 

The World Environment Day/ World Oceans Day 2018 will be celebrated by the African 

Development Bank and its Partners from the 4th to the 9th of June 2018 in Abidjan. The general 

program of activities is in annex. 
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6. Event organization 

The Event will be organized by the AfDB’s Climate Change and Green Growth Department (PECG) 

headed by Anthony Nyong, with the collaboration of other relevant departments within the Bank 

(including the General Services Departments – CHGS) and external partners such as the Ministry 

of Environment of Cote d’Ivoire, the UN Environment and other relevant UN Agencies as well as 

as CSOs, private companies and the media. 

 

 


