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Régis AVANTHAY 
Head of the Partnerships/Networks Unit 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

regis.avanthay@oecd.org 

Régis Avanthay, a Swiss national, joined the OECD Development Centre in February 2009 as Head of the 
Partnerships/Networks Unit, the principal activity of which is to ensure that networks engage OECD private 
and public partners on priority issues of mutual interest, to influence policy thinking, inform the public on 
development issues and reach out policy communities within the OECD. 
Before the Development Centre, Régis’ range of activities in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland, 
Swiss Agency for development & Cooperation (SDC) included the setting-up of a global economic issues unit, 
the coordination of Swiss positions for UN Conferences on Least Developed Countries, Financing for 
Development and landlocked countries, SDC financial sector policy and country programmes. Previously, he 
worked as Senior Economist in the Swiss Embassy in India, SDC country Director in Ecuador, in cooperation 
with development banks and was in charge of a food security project in Honduras and Central America. 

Regis received his Master of Development Economics from the Geneva Graduate Institute of International and Development studies 
in Switzerland and his undergraduate education at the University of Geneva. 

Abdelaziz BARROUHI 
Journaliste 
Jeune Afrique 

a.barrouhi@jeuneafrique.com 

A. Barrouhi, diplômé du département de science politique (option communication) de l’université de Paris-
Sorbonne, a été chercheur en tant que Visiting Scholar au Communication Research Policy Center de MIT 
(Etats Unis). Il a été pendant douze ans Senior-Correspondent au sein de l’agence Reuters où il a plus 
particulièrement travaillé sur l’information économique et financière. Depuis 2001, il est Rédacteur en chef 
délégué et Conseiller de la direction de la rédaction au sein de l’hebdomadaire francophone Jeune Afrique 
basé à Paris. 

 

 

Antoinette BATUMUBWIRA 
Head of the External Relations and Communication Unit 
African Development Bank 

a.batumubwira@afdb.org 

Antoinette Batumubwira was appointed head of the External Relations and Communication Unit of the 
African Development Bank (AfDB) Group in February 2009. Mrs. Batumubwira comes to the job with 
combined expertise in international relations and communication after serving as her country's Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation Minister (2005 – 2009). She brought Burundi back to the international 
community’s attention from a positive perspective. In 2007, she was nominated by the Burundian 
government with the support of regional governments to contest for the African Union Commission 
chairmanship but stepped down in favour of Jean Ping. Mrs. Batumubwira has a rich career in journalism 
and communication in Burundi, Finland, South Africa and Comoros, and has worked for organizations 
such as the United Nations and for private sector organizations. 

 

mailto:a.batumubwira@afdb.org


  

 
 

Steffen BEITZ 
DevCom Coordinator 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

steffen.beitz@oecd.org 

Steffen Beitz is the coordinator of the Informal Network of DAC Development Communicators (DevCom) 
since May 2008. To gether with Joanna Wisniewska, Project Officer, he forms the secretariat of this 
Network. He has been representing Germany’s BMZ in the Network since 2005. Prior to that he was 
responsible for several years for the communication of VENRO, the Association of German Development 
NGOs, and previously a press officer and editor with Amnesty International. A graduate from the 
University of Cologne and the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), London, he is also a 
freelance journalist. 

 
 
 

Chawki CHAHED 
Senior Media Relations Officer, External Relations and Communication Unit 
African Development Bank 

c.chahed@afdb.org 

Chawki Chahed has joined the African Development Bank Group in 2003, in Abidjan. Prior to joining AfDB, 
he was Tunisiana’s (first private mobile phone operator) public relations and events manager, after a 
versatile career combining journalism, training and communication. Seasoned communication 
professional, Mr. Chawki Chahed, a Tunisian national, has started his career as a journalist in Algiers, 
working with leading newspapers such as “El Watan”, “Alger Républicain”, “Ruptures”… Later on, he 
worked as a journalist in Tunisia, as head of the Economics pages in “La Presse de Tunisie”, anchor of an 
economic programme at the Tunisian radio, while training students in journalism and strengthening 
governmental bodies’ capacities in web management and corporate communication 

 

 

Komla DUMOR 
Journalist 
BBC 

komla@mac.com 

Mr. Dumor works for the BBC World Television, where he currently presents The World Today, Africa 
Business Report and World News. He joined the BBC in 2006 as host of BBC Network Africa. Before that, 
he started broadcasting with Ghanaian radio Joy FM. In 2003, Mr. Dumor was voted Journalist of the Year 
by Ghana Journalist Association. 

Mr. Dumor holds a BSc in Sociology and Psychology (University of Ghana) and an MA in Public 
Administration (Harvard University). He also spent four years in medical school. 
 
 
 

 



  

 

Abda Yahia EL-MAHDI 
Managing Director 
Unicons Consultancy Ltd. 

abda@unicons.org 

Ms. Abda Yahia El-Mahdi is currently Managing Director of Unicons, an independent economic 
consultancy firm based in Khartoum, Sudan. Prior to this, she served for two years (2002- 2004) in the 
Government of the Republic of Sudan as State Minister at the Ministry of Finance and National Economy. 
In her capacity as State Minister she was responsible for international financial relations which entailed, 
among others, overseeing the implementation of Sudan’s Economic Reform and Structural Adjustment 
Program. Her responsibilities also included re-engagement with international and regional financial 
organizations as well as negotiations of grants and loans from these multilateral organizations. 
Ms. El-Mahdi’s portfolio also included dealing with Sudan’s external debt problem and she actively 
campaigned for Sudan’s access to the Enhanced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative. Ms. El-Mahdi 
was also leader of the National Economic Cluster in the Joint Assessment Mission (JAM) set up to assess 
Sudan’s post-conflict needs. During her term in Office, she set up the Poverty Reduction Unit within the 
Ministry of Finance and National Economy and was responsible for overseeing the first draft of the 

country’s Interim Poverty Eradication Strategy. 
Prior to joining the Government, Ms. El-Mahdi worked as a consultant to the Economic Research Forum for Arab Countries, Iran and 
Turkey (ERF) based in Cairo, Egypt. During her term at ERF, she was responsible for the Forum’s program on Labor and Human 
Resource Development. Ms. El-Mahdi also worked at the International Monetary Fund in Washington, USA where she was Technical 
Assistant to the Executive Director for Africa I constituency. 
Ms. El-Mahdi holds a M.Sc. Degree in Economics and Mathematical Economics from the London School of Economics and Political 
Science, UK. She is currently a Senior Associate of the Economic Research Forum in Egypt and serves on the Board of Directors of 
several organizations in Sudan. Ms. El-Mahdi is also a member of the Advisory Panel for Eminent Women of the Islamic Development 
Bank. 

Mayada EL-ZOGHBI 
Senior Microfinance Specialist 
Consultative Group to Assist the Poor 

melzoghbi@cgap.org 

Mayada El-Zoghbi is the head of the Donors and Investors Team at CGAP which is a team that focuses on 
aid effectiveness issues in microfinance. She is a core member of the team managing the SmartAid Index. 
Prior to joining CGAP, she was a partner at Banyan Global, a development consulting firm with offices in 
New York and Washington, heading its microfinance practice. Ms. El-Zoghbi has over 15 years of 
microfinance experience managing MFIs, providing technical assistance and training, as well as advising 
microfinance funders. Ms. El-Zoghbi has broad experience in numerous regions including Africa, Asia, 
Central and Eastern Europe and the Middle East. She has a Master’s degree in International Affairs from 
Columbia University and a Bachelor in Business from the University of Minnesota. She is bi-lingual in English 
and Arabic. 

Poul ENGBERG-PEDERSEN 
Director General 
Norwegian Agency for Development Co-operation 

pep@norad.no 

Poul Engberg-Pedersen is director general of the Norwegian Agency for Development Co-operation (Norad, 
since 2005). He combines expertise in international development cooperation with longstanding 
management experience. For eight years he was managing director of the Centre for Development Research 
in Copenhagen, and he has been in charge of research & development at Cowi Consult. He has worked with 
the World Bank in Washington DC on governance and anti-corruption (2002-2005), and started his career at 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) regional office in Addis Ababa (1977-78). 

Mr. Engberg-Pedersen has a Ph.D. in economic planning and political science from the University of Roskilde 
and has worked since 1977 as a development practitioner, researcher and manager, with issues concerning 

the political economy of governance, development cooperation and state-building. 



  

 
 
 

Moktar GAOUAD 
Lead Communications Officer 
African Development Bank 

m.gaouad@afdb.org 

Mr. Moktar Gaouad, a Mauritanian national, is the Lead Communications Officer at the AfDB. He is in 
charge of the President’s communication. Mr. Gaouad joined the AfDB in April 2009. Before that, he was 
the Editor in Chief of many Radio and TV stations, such as the French international channels, France24 
and TV5. He was also the author of several television documentaries on subjects as Tsunami, Haiti or 
Immigration and collaborated on film scenarios. As Consultant, he participated in the restructuring or 
creation of several TV stations (Mauritius, Jordan, Yemen, Oman…etc.). 
Mr. Gaouad has a degree in Journalism and Masters in Political Science and Anthropology. 

 

 

Sausan GHOSHEH 
Chief of External Communication 
United Nations Development Programme 

sausan.ghosheh@undp.org 

Sausan Ghosheh joined UNDP in 2006 as a Communications Specialist advocating for the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) and promoting development issues in the Arab States. In 2009, Ghosheh was 
chosen to head UNDP’s global External Communications Team. She oversees all UNDP communication 
initiatives in the fields of poverty reduction, governance, climate change, crisis prevention and recovery, and 
the MDGs. Prior to joining UNDP, Ghosheh was a Senior Producer working for CNN, reporting out of war 
zones and based in Jerusalem. 
 

 

Thomas HIERGENS 
Communication Manager, Editor and Journalist 
Belgian Development Cooperation 

Thomas.Hiergens@diplobel.fed.be 

Thomas Hiergens is currently working as communication manager, editor and journalist for the Belgian 
Development Cooperation (DGOS). He holds a master degree in Political Science, having specialized in 
Third World Studies at the University of Ghent. He also holds degrees in research journalism, development 
cooperation and civil crisis management. After working for the Flemish Radio and Television, he left the 
media to work for the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the State Secretary for Administrative Simplification. 
At these cabinets, he was a speech writer and policy advisor. Since 2008, he works as communication 
manager, editor and journalist for the Belgian Development Cooperation. He currently develops 
communication tools for awareness raising and writes articles for magazines, newsletters, websites and 
reports. 

 



  

 
 
 

Roel LANDINGIN 
Fellow 
Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism 

rlandingin@pldtdsl.net 

Roel Landingin is an economic journalist in the Philippines. He writes special reports for the Philippine 
Center for Investigative Journalism, an independent media organization that produces multimedia 
investigative reports, books and documentaries. His series on official development assistance won one of 
two top prizes in the country’s premier investigative reporting awards in 2009 and was nominated for the 
Developing Asia Journalism Awards sponsored by the ADB Institute.  He is also the Manila correspondent 
of the Financial Times and a member of the board of directors of Newsbreak, a news and features 
website. He was formerly the Manila bureau chief of Bloomberg News and business editor of Manila 
Times, the Philippines’ first English-language daily. 

 

 

Patricia N. LAVERLEY 
Principal Results Specialist, Quality Assurance and Results Department 
African Development Bank 

p.laverley@afdb.org 

Dr. Patricia N. Laverley serves as a Principal Results Specialist at the African Development Bank in Tunis. Dr. 
Laverley previously managed the World Bank’s Global Evaluation Advisory Service and served as a 
Management Consultant at the International Monetary Fund. She holds B.A., M.P.A. and Ph.D. degrees in 
Financial Economics from the American University in Washington D.C., and London, U.K. Dr. Laverley has 
organized and delivered courses at the World Bank and International Monetary Fund Institutes, 
participated in executive development courses at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the 
London Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and contributed to Congressional Hearings on Capitol Hill. 
Among others, Dr. Laverley’s private sector experience includes carrying out financial audits of a global 
investment bank on Wall Street for its compliance with the Sarbanes-Oxley legislation. 

Masud MOZAMMEL 
Senior Communication Officier 
World Bank 

mmozammel@worldbank.org 

Masud Mozammel is a Senior Communications Officer specialized in developing communication strategies and providing support to 
the Division's client survey program.  Currently he is leading the group's work on communication in the Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Papers (PRSPs), on how to link communication with community empowerment and measure the impact of communication 
interventions.  Prior to joining the World Bank, Mr. Mozammel worked as a newspaper reporter for seven years.  He also provided 
advisory services on communication issues and engaged in media production with various local and international agencies and 
NGOs, including the European Commission, Novib, Caritas, and BRAC.  He holds a master's degree in Mass Communication and 
Journalism, with a focus on Development Communication from Dhaka University in Bangladesh, and a master's degree in 
International Communication with an emphasis on cross-cultural communication in economic and democratic development from the 
American University in Washington, D.C.  A Bangladeshi national, he speaks Bengali and English and has working knowledge of Hindi 
and Urdu. 



  

 

Madeleine MUKAMABANO 
Journaliste 
Radio France Internationale 

mabano@hotmail.com 

Journaliste depuis 1977, Madeleine Mukamabano débute dans la presse écrite dans les domaines de la 
politique et de l’économie internationale. Elle entre à France-Culture en 1983 comme intervenante au « 
Panorama ».  

Elle produit l’émission littéraire « Antipodes » de 1989 à 1995 puis, de 1995 à 2009, plusieurs émissions 
consacrées aux questions internationales : Suds, Tout Monde, Notre Epoque et La Société des Nations. 
Parallèlement, elle est aussi journaliste à RFI depuis 1988. 
 
 
 
 

Paul MULLARD 
Lead – Multilateral Effectiveness 
UK – Department for International Development 

p-mullard@dfid.gov.uk 

Paul joined DFID as an economist in 1993, after working for 3 years as an ODI Fellow seconded to the 
Government of Solomon Islands.  Paul has spent most of his career helping DFID to deliver its bilateral 
aid programme in countries as diverse as the Former Soviet Union, South Africa, China, the Middle East, 
Uganda, and the Caribbean. For the last 5 years Paul has been working in London, first as Deputy Head 
of the Growth Team, and latterly as the lead on multilateral effectiveness.  During the past 2 years Paul 
has worked very closely with the MOPAN network to help it develop a new tool – called the Common 
Approach – which aims to assess the organizational effectiveness of the major multilaterals. 

 

 
 

Omana NAIR 
Head, Media and Communications Unit 
Department of External Relations, Asian Development Bank 

onair@adb.org 

Omana Nair is Head of Media and Communications Unit of the Department of External Relations of the 
Asian Development Bank. She is responsible for managing ADB's media relations and communications 
activities, in efforts to strategically improve the profile of the Bank especially among key stakeholders.  
She is also responsible for planning and managing the public relations and outreach program for the 
Bank's Annual Meetings. Recently, ADB has been placing greater emphasis on Internal Communications 
which is also supported by her Unit. 

She also oversees the development of the Bank's multimedia program, developing and implementing 
communication plans for projects and policies. Her team is also responsible for building the capacity of 
ADB spokespersons and external relations staff in the field offices. 

Prior to joining ADB, Ms. Nair was holding senior communications positions in the private sector both in national and leading 
multinational companies in the Asia-Pacific region. A Malaysian national, Ms. Nair holds a Master of Science degree in Corporate 
Communications and a Bachelor of Arts degree. 



  

 

Léonce NDIKUMANA 
Development Research Department, Director 
African Development Bank 

l.ndikumana@afdb.org 

Léonce Ndikumana is Director of Research at the African Development Bank. Formerly Associate 
Professor of economics at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, and Chief of Macroeconomic 
Analysis at the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), Léonce Ndikumana has 
contributed to various areas of research and policy analysis with a focus on African countries. His 
research investigates the role of financial systems for domestic investment, the issues of external debt 
and capital flight, macroeconomic frameworks for growth and employment, the politics and economics 
of conflict and civil wars in Africa, and fiscal policies in the context of post-conflict reconstruction.  He is 
an active member of major research networks around the world including the African Finance and 
Economics Association (AFEA) of which he is a former President, the African Economic Research 
Consortium (AERC) where he serves as resource person, and others. 

 

Sala PATTERSON 
Policy Results Officer - Europe, Middle East and Africa Desk 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

sala.patterson@oecd.org 

Sala Patterson is the Policy Results Officer for the OECD Development Center’s Europe, Middle East and 
Africa Desk with over 10 years experience in strategic communication and planning. Prior to joining the 
OECD, she was a communications consultant to the African Development Bank in Tunis, Tunisia, the UN 
International Fund for Agricultural Development in Rome, Italy and the UN Staff College in Turin, Italy. A 
former magazine editor, she has also worked on an environmental justice campaign for Greenpeace; a 
development project in Benin; and as an English teacher in Japan and Italy. She holds a bachelor’s degree in 
African-American literature from Columbia University and a master’s in development studies from the 
University of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies. 

 

Bakary SANOGO 
Senior Partnership, Resource Mobilization and Communications Expert, Fragile Sates Unit 
African Development Bank 

b.sanogo@afdb.org 

Bakary SANOGO is a journalist and communications specialist by training. He has extensive experience in 
journalism, development communications, public affairs, media strategy, partnership and 
communications in post-conflict and fragile states. Bakary joined the African Development Bank (AfDB) 
in October 2009 as a Senior Partnership, Resource Mobilization and Communications Expert within the 
Fragile Sates Unit. He joined the AfDB from the World Bank Group office in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, where 
he worked from 1998 to 2009, first as a Communication Specialist for the UNDP-World Bank Water and 
Sanitation Program and then as a Communications and External Affairs Officer with the World Bank. 
From 2004 to 2005 he served at the World Bank office in Paris, France, as a Communications Officer in 
charge of Africa development issues. As part of his development communications experience, Bakary 
worked in 1996 for the Africa Rice Association in Bouaké, Côte d’Ivoire, as a Media and Public Affairs 

Consultant. A Côte d’Ivoire national, Bakary spent the bulk of his career in journalism (1988-1998) as a Culture, Media and Foreign 
Affairs reporter with Fraternité Matin Press Group, a Côte d’Ivoire news organization. He was Fraternité Matin’s United Sates-based 
correspondent in New York City from 1993 to 1995. He freelanced with Reuters news agency in Côte d’Ivoire as a Stock exchange 
and Business writer in 1995-1996. While working as a journalist, Bakary served as an adjunct professor at the University of Abidjan 
and other graduate schools in Côte d’Ivoire. He taught Print journalism, Development communications, Law and Mass 
communication, Theories of Mass communication and Advertising. A former Fulbright scholar, Bakary Sanogo holds a Master of Arts 
in Journalism and Mass Communications from New York University, NY; and a Master’s degree in Communications Sciences and a 
Bachelor of Arts in French from the University of Côte d’Ivoire. He speaks French, English, Malinké and German. 



  

 

Diana SENGHOR 
Managing Director 
Panos Institute West Africa 

dsenghor@panos-ao.org 

Diana SENGHOR is Senegalese. She is one of the founders and the Director of the Panos Institute West Africa 
(PIWA), the first Independent Panos Institute in the South. 
She has worked as a researcher in Cultural Anthropology (Université de Dakar), and as a journalist (IDRC; 
ENDA-TM). She has a background in Philosophy (Doctorate, Université Paris I) and Anthropology (Université 
Paris VII). 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Rob SWINKELS 
Senior Expert - Results-based monitoring and statistics 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Netherlands 

rob.swinkels@minbuza.nl 

Rob Swinkels is a Development Economist with the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs and currently in 
charge of strengthening results-based monitoring of Dutch development aid. He is also engaged in 
international efforts to build statistical capacity in developing countries. He has fifteen years of relevant 
overseas working experience in both Asia and Africa. In his previous assignment he worked for five years for 
the World Bank in Vietnam where he led various efforts to strengthen national capacity for results 
measurement of government plans and policies and improve statistical capacity. He has also worked in 
Bhutan (four years) and Kenya (six years). Rob currently lives in the Netherlands and is married with four 
children. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


