
AfricAn Development BAnk flAgship reports



Catal inside 200 x 265.indd   1 07/12/2017   16:23

©2018 African Development Bank Group
DISCLAIMER. The findings, interpretations, and conclusions expressed in all the reports and publications listed 
in this document are entirely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily express the views of the African 
Development Bank Group, its Board of Directors, or the countries they represent.

ISBN 978-87-999030-3-0 



AfricAn Development BAnk flAgship reports

African Development Bank Group   l  Publications Catalogue  -  2018

Africa is richly blessed with abundant land, water, and low-
wage labor. It holds 65 percent of all the uncultivated arable 
land left to feed the world by 2050, but it cannot feed itself. 

This paradox, in my view, is a major embarrassment for Africa. The $35 billion that Africa 
spends on food imports is a huge burden, worsening current account and fiscal deficits, and 
creating macroeconomic instability. 

Africa remains the second most unequal region in the world. It is also a region that provides 
electricity to only one of three people, and power outages cost 2 percent of its gross domestic 
product (GDP).

Manufacturing’s share in GDP fell from 12 percent in 1980 to about 10 percent in 2015. And 
employment in industry fell from about 25 percent in the mid-1990s to 20 percent in 2015. This 
de-industrialization needs to be reversed, and industrialization revived.

Africa remains a fragmented continent, with 30 percent of its countries landlocked. Intra-
African trade remains low at only 15 percent of the total African trade. Compare that with the 
European Union, where intraregional trade accounts for 63 percent of total regional trade, 
while in North America it accounts for 50 percent, much like that in Asia.

These major challenges explain our choice for the five priorities of the African Development 
Bank, the High Fives: light up and power Africa, industrialize Africa, feed Africa, integrate 
Africa, and improve the quality of life for the people of Africa. To address them, the continent 
obviously needs significant amounts of developing finance—including that from domestic 
resource mobilization on the continent. The Bank’s resources are a fraction of the needs, 
and finance alone is not sufficient to effectively address these challenges. Hence, the need to 
leverage knowledge. 

The Bank has been reconfigured to do more to promote good governance, build capacity, 
and generate and disseminate practical knowledge that can improve policy design and 
implementation. This first issue of the AfDB Publications Catalogue gives a glimpse of the 
analytical work we do to support the High Five Agenda. 
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Prosperity is generated by industrial development, the process 
that allows human societies to move resources from low-to 
high-productivity sectors. Traditional explanations of these 

dynamics have focused on the evolution of capital or institutions. In fact, knowledge and 
learning are the real determinants of positive social change.

There is good news for developing countries: in an increasingly globalized world economy 
where capital, labor, technology, and ideas are very mobile, it is still possible for countries 
at very low-income levels to borrow relevant knowledge from more advanced economies, 
customize and improve it, and use it at minimum costs to enrich their analytical and policy 
frameworks.
If the main determinant of prosperity is the ability of poor countries to integrate innovative 
ideas and knowledge into the way they design and implement their development 
strategies, then we should rethink the role of international financial institutions such as the 
African Development Bank.
 
This is even more necessary in a world characterized by continuous technological 
development, rapid innovation, and large and mobile capital flows. “Knowledge is of no 
value unless you put it into practice,” once said Anton Chekov. In an era of a global excess 
of savings over investment intentions and resulting low interest rates, money is not the 
most binding constraint for countries engaged in the process of economic development- 
the acquisition and application of relevant knowledge is. 

the seCret to 
ProsPerity

Vice President and Chief Economist, AfDB

@CelestinMonga

Célestin Monga

5INTRODUCTION BY THE VICE PRESIDENT
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Good knowledge is the main driver of economic development. That is why producing, acquiring, sharing, and 
diffusing knowledge—through complex processes of social learning—make it the most important of all public 
goods. The African Development Bank group is well positioned to carry out or promote and share cutting-edge 
research for African leaders, and for supporting them as they try to build high-performing domestic institutions 
for policymaking.
 
AfDB’s Economic Governance and Knowledge Management Complex has recently adopted a roadmap to 
guide its work. It is organized around three pillars:
 
•  Generating or promoting knowledge to transform economies and create jobs across the continent;
•  Improving operational quality to increase development effectiveness and;
•  Strengthening national policymaking to help build enduring institutions.
 
The work already done has focused on the High 5 agenda (Light up and Power Africa, Feed Africa, Industrialize 
Africa, Integrate Africa and Improve the quality of lives of the people of Africa). In addition, analytical and advisory 
activities carried out at the AfDB have also covered various cross-cutting themes pertinent to the development 
of Africa. They include research and policy documents on trade, finance and natural resource governance.
 
Important, large-scale statistical resources such as the African Information Highway (AIH, a highly acclaimed, 
award-winning work on statistical production and capacity), are made available to African countries. Last but 
not least, the Bank is also producing a new set of economic toolkits, manuals and guides to improve the 
quality of Bank operations, and to empower African policymakers and development stakeholders everywhere 
to help them tackle a wide range of issues of socio-economic development. This section offers a glimpse of our 
knowledge products, many of them carried out by the most respected economists and researchers in the world.

Afdb’s UniQUe brAnd of 
Knowledge ProdUCts

African Development Bank Group   l  Publications Catalogue  -  2018
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how can African governments design and implement effective industrialization strategies? About 
half of the African countries have strategies for industrial development which aim to create labor-
intensive industries to enhance job growth. However, these blueprints often do not address 

the needs of firms that have high growth potential. Capacity to implement policies is also alleged to 
be weak, often resulting in conflicting mandates across different government agencies. Governments 
must design strategies that remove the existing binding constraints on high-potential entrepreneurs. This 
report describes the importance of industrialization and industrial policy, and provides granular policy 
recommendations on how to best industrialize in the African context—including how to build successful 
clusters and industrial parks. Implementing productivity strategies requires full commitment, strong and 
far-sighted political leadership, efficient government co-ordination and active private-sector participation. 
Involving local governments can help tailor industrial policies to firms’ needs. The report highlights 
strong industrial policies as crucial for developing any economy’s industrial sector and presents practical 
guidelines on how to do it right based on experiences and lessons from industrialization in countries such 
as Korea, China, and Ethiopia. The report presents the right type of institutions that need to be established 
to foster African industrialization, financing industrialization activities in less developed economies, and 
how industries can be supported particularly by development banks such as the AfDB. This report has 
contributions from distinguished economists.

© 2017 African Development Bank Group
Available in English

indUstriAlize AfriCA 
strAtegies, PoliCies, institUtions And finAnCing

9NEw RELEASES

Joseph Stiglitz Haroon Bhorat

Ravi Kanbur Justin Yifu Lin

John Page Abebe Shimeles

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Generic-Documents/industrialize_africa_report-strategies_policies_institutions_and_financing.pdf.
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African Prospects 2018: The Road to the High Five features a diverse group of leading figures 
from the development world, academia, business, finance, civil society and the arts, alongside 
African Development Bank senior leaders. It is not a collection of predictions, but it identifies and 

explores the issues which matter the most for Africa, and may shape the year ahead. They are discussed 
in think pieces of various lengths and styles. Contributors include a Nobel laureate, an African Union 
Commissioner, a vice-president of one of Africa’s leading regional development banks, the first African 
scholar to be elected president of a major university in Japan, an influential banker, successful novelists, 
emerging names and leading online voices for young Africans, and several music icons. 

Beyond the print edition there will be a full digital version available at www.afdb.org

© 2018 African Development Bank Group
Available in English and French

AfriCAn ProsPeCts 
the roAd to the high 5s

10 NEw RELEASES

H.E. Dr Amani Abou-Zeid Pres. Oussouby Sacko

Hugh Masekela Ambassador Helen Hai
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Most recessions are a result of some shock to the economic system, typically amplified by financial 
accelerators, and leading to large balance sheet effects of households and firms, which result 
in the effects persisting. But, over time, the balance sheets get restored. Even banks recover. 

But episodically, the “shock” is deeper. It is structural. Among advanced countries, the movement from 
agricultural to manufacturing in the last century, and the more recent movement from manufacturing to 
the service sector reflect such a large economic transformation. The associated downturns are longer 
lasting. The usual responses, in particular, monetary policy, are only of limited efficacy. Policies have to 
be designed to facilitate such transformations: markets on their own typically do not do well. This paper 
explains why such transformations are associated with persistently high unemployment, and what kinds 
of government policies are needed. It looks at the lessons of the Great Depression both for the advanced 
countries and the developing countries today as they go through their structural transformations.

strUCtUrAl trAnsforMAtion,
deeP downtUrns, And 
governMent PoliCy

by JosePh e. stiglitz
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https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/WPS_No_301_Structural_Transformation__Deep_
Downturns__and_Government_Policy_AA.pdf

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/WPS_No_301_Structural_Transformation__Deep_Downturns__and_Government_Policy_AA.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/WPS_No_301_Structural_Transformation__Deep_Downturns__and_Government_Policy_AA.pdf
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in this great think piece, Nobel laureate Roger Myerson considers local community power structures 
to be good laboratories of leadership for the country as a whole. In countries where state capacity 
is weak, local community leadership has often retained an important role in people’s lives. Myerson 

notes that economic development depends on political leadership to provide essential public goods and 
services, and trusted leaders may be found in local politics. Modern economic growth began in nations 
where local leadership was regularly integrated into national politics. He recommends that research in 
development economics consider seriously questions of comparative local politics, and that theories of 
economic development be based on a general understanding of how communities have been organized 
in traditional societies.

villAge CoMMUnities And 
globAl develoPMent

by roger b. Myerson

13NEw RELEASES
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https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/WPS_No_300_Village_Communities_and_Global_Development_A_.pdf
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African economic outlook 
The African Economic Outlook 2017 presents the continent’s current state of affairs and 
forecasts its situation for the coming two years. This annual report examines Africa’s 
performance in crucial areas: macroeconomics, external financial flows and tax revenues, 
trade policies and regional integration, human development, and governance. For its 16th 
edition, the report takes a hard look at the role of entrepreneurs in Africa’s industrialization 
process. It proposes practical steps that African governments can take to carry out 
effective industrialization strategies. Policies aimed at improving skills, business clusters 
and financing could remove important constraints on African private enterprises. A section 
of country notes summarizes recent economic growth, forecasts gross domestic product 
for 2017 and 2018, and highlights the main policy issues facing each of the 54 African 
countries. A statistical annex (available only online) compares country-specific economic, 
social and political variables.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AEO_2017_Report_Full_English.pdf

Published annually 
© 2017 African Development Bank Group
ISBN: 978-92-64-27426-6 
Available in English and French

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AEO_2017_Report_Full_English.pdf
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Annual development 
effectiveness review

each year, the Annual Development Effectiveness Review (ADER) provides an update 
of Africa’s progress against its development goals, and assesses the contribution 
made by the African Development Bank to that progress.

In this year’s ADER, the central theme is “feeding Africa through agricultural 
transformation”—a critical objective for achieving economic prosperity and job creation 
and for eliminating poverty and hunger. The ADER also assesses the Bank’s progress on 
the other four High 5s and on our cross-cutting priorities of governance, fragility, gender, 
and climate change, highlighting their interlinkages and their contribution to our Feed 
Africa objectives. 

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Development_Effectiveness_Review_2017/

ADER__2017_EN.pdf

Published annually
© 2017 African Development Bank Group
Available in English and French

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Development_Effectiveness_Review_2017/ADER__2017_EN.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Development_Effectiveness_Review_2017/ADER__2017_EN.pdf


African Development Bank Group   l  Publications Catalogue  -  2018

African development report

the African Development Report (ADR) focuses each year on a particular theme 
to address development challenges facing Africa. The theme of the forthcoming  
2018 edition of the report is Agriculture as a Lucrative Business. In spite of 

Africa’s vast expanse of arable land, the declining contribution of agriculture to national 
economies across the continent is a sign of low productivity and limited value addition, 
which requires urgent policy attention. This report has become increasingly popular with 
policymakers and academics across the continent due to its analytical rigor and critical 
outlook. 

For the 2015 report on growth, poverty and inequality follow this link.
https://www.afdb.org/en/knowledge/publications/african-development-report/african-development-

report-2015/

Published annually
© 2015 African Development Bank Group
Available in English and French

17AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK FLAGSHIP REPORTS

https://www.afdb.org/en/knowledge/publications/african-development-report/african-development-report-2015/
https://www.afdb.org/en/knowledge/publications/african-development-report/african-development-report-2015/
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the Africa Competitiveness report 
Addressing AfriCA’s deMogrAPhiC dividend

Africa’s working-age population is expected to grow by 450 million people, or close 
to 70 percent, by 2035. This biennial report examines how this population growth 
can be harnessed to help achieve broader shared prosperity, improved livelihoods 

of African people and meet the continent’s most pressing competitiveness challenges. It 
does so by examining the potential of Africa’s fast-growing youth population to catalyze 
economic development through accelerating rates of job creation. It also discusses the 
potential of cities to transform, strengthen, and diversify Africa’s economies by creating 
more dynamic urban manufacturing and service sectors. The report further delivers 
detailed competitiveness profiles for 35 African countries, and provides a comprehensive 
summary of the drivers of productivity and competitiveness within the continent.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Africa_Competitiveness_Report_2017.
pdf

Published once every two years
© 2017 African Development Bank Group, World Bank Group, 
and World Economic Forum
ISBN-13: 978-1-944835-09-5
Available in English and French

18 AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK FLAGSHIP REPORTS

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Africa_Competitiveness_Report_2017.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Africa_Competitiveness_Report_2017.pdf
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the bank group Annual report

the Annual Report is a statutory publication aimed at conveying concise information 
on the African Development Bank Group’s (AfDB/Bank) activities during the year 
under review. Specifically, the report highlights the activities and achievements of 

the Bank in line with the development priorities for the continent, namely the High 5s: 
Light up and power Africa, Feed Africa, Industrialize Africa, Integrate Africa, and Improve 
the quality of life of the people of Africa. It also examines the corporate management 
activities of the Bank’s organizational units, and presents the governance structure of 
the Bank, paying particular attention to the activities, oversight functions, and strategic 
responsibilities of the Boards. Furthermore, the Bank Group Annual Report presents 
an overview of the financial management and financial statements and main measures 
taken to preserve the Bank Group’s financial soundness (triple-A rating) and how the 
Bank optimized risk management.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Generic-Documents/AfDB_Annual_Report_2016_

EN.pdf

Published annually
© 2017 African Development Bank Group
ISSN: 1737-8990
Available in English, French, Arabic, 
and Portuguese

19AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK FLAGSHIP REPORTS

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Generic-Documents/AfDB_Annual_Report_2016_EN.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Generic-Documents/AfDB_Annual_Report_2016_EN.pdf
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In his inaugural address on September 1, 2015, the eighth elected President of the African 
Development Bank Group, Akinwumi Adesina, set down a new agenda for the Bank Group, 
building on its existing 2013-2022 Strategy. In his speech, he outlined the five development 
priorities for the institution. The High 5s are to: Light up and Power Africa; Feed Africa; 
Industrialize Africa; Integrate Africa; and Improve the Quality of Life for the People of Africa. 
These focus areas are essential in transforming the lives of the African people and therefore 
consistent with the United Nations agenda on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The 
newly revamped Economic Governance and Knowledge Management Complex is aligning 
its work (research and policy products, governance and capacity building) on the High Five 
agenda. The following pages provide a sample of recent publications that directly reflect this 
realignment.

Light Up and 
Power Africa

Industrialise 
Africa

Feed Africa Integrate 
Africa

Improve the Quality 
of Life for the 

People of Africa

-01- -03--02- -04- -05-

grAnUlAr Knowledge to 
sUPPort the high 5 AgendA

THE AfDB HIGH 5s
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Atlas of Africa energy resources

this energy Atlas informs AfDB and other African initiatives that aim to accelerate 
energy exploitation and provision, including the Africa Power Vision (APV) based 
on the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA), and the New 

Deal on Energy for Africa (NDEA).

The Atlas provides a graphically complete view of Africa’s energy needs, resources 
and opportunities with information on where the resources are, where the potential for 
expansion exists, and possible impacts on the environment. It provides visual information 
on the challenges and opportunities to avail Africa’s population access to affordable, 
reliable, sustainable, and modern energy services.

https://www.icafrica.org/en/knowledge-publications/article/atlas-of-africa-energy-resources-329/

© 2017 United Nations Environment Programme and 
African Development Bank Group/Infrastructure Consortium for Africa
ISBN: 978-92-807-3639-7
Available in English

gas domestication in south Korea: 
lessons for AfriCAn CoUntries

this study identifies and describes the issues encountered by Korea during the 
successful development of its gas industry. Korea’s experience provides relevant 
lessons for those African governments that are considering options for the 

development of their own gas industries.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/Gas_domestication_in_South_
Korea_Lessons_for_African_countries_AfDB.pdf

© 2017 African Development Bank Group
Available in English

Africa is simply tired of being in the dark. It is time to take decisive 
action and turn around this narrative: to light up and power Africa—and 

accelerate the pace of economic transformation, unlock the potential of 
businesses, and drive much needed industrialization to create jobs.

- AfDB President, Akinwumi Adesina

01

‘‘ ‘‘light UP And Power AfriCA

THE AfDB HIGH 5s22

https://www.icafrica.org/en/knowledge-publications/article/atlas-of-africa-energy-resources-329/%0D
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/Gas_domestication_in_South_Korea_Lessons_for_African_countries_AfDB.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/Gas_domestication_in_South_Korea_Lessons_for_African_countries_AfDB.pdf
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les énergies renouvelables pour éclairer 
la vie des femmes en Afrique
Un rapport centré sur la parité hommes-femmes dans le secteur des énergies 
renouvelables.

l’ énergie comprend toutes les activités de production, de subsistance, et de loisirs. 
Aussi bien l’ efficacité que le rendement de ces activités, ainsi que la qualité de vie 
des utilisateurs sont affectés par la quantité et la qualité de l’ énergie disponible. Les 

femmes aussi bien que les hommes sont égaux en termes de bénéfice de l’ utilisation 
de l’ énergie. Néanmoins, les femmes n’ ont pas le même accès à l’ énergie que les 
hommes—le même service énergétique peut se répercuter différemment sur les femmes 
et sur les hommes, en ayant pour conséquence des résultats économiques et sociaux 
distincts pour chaque groupe.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AfDB-Gender_and_Energy_Desk_
Review-FR-2016.pdf

© 2017 African Development Bank Group
Available in English and French

23THE AfDB HIGH 5s

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AfDB-Gender_and_Energy_Desk_Review-FR-2016.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AfDB-Gender_and_Energy_Desk_Review-FR-2016.pdf
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Agricultural Market Access 
sub-strategy for Africa: 
CoMModity exChAnges, wArehoUse reCeiPt systeMs, 
And new stAndArds

the sub-strategy for Africa’s agricultural market access offers a holistic approach 
for different development partners to support Africa’s commodity exchange 
(comex) and warehouse receipt system (wRS) sector through packages of policy, 

investment, and capacity-building measures. The strategy responds to lessons learned 
from difficult market access, a performance assessment of African and international 
exchanges, as well as drivers of success and failure derived from these lessons. It presents 
a strategic framework to apply the lessons through concrete sectoral promotion to unlock 
Africa’s agricultural transformation. This study report will provide practical guidance in the 
implementation of a robust, effective, and functioning comex and wRS sector, and thus, 
shape the continent’s market systems as catalysts for Africa’s agricultural transformation.

© 2017 African Development Bank Group
ISBN: 978-9988-8681-8-5
Available in English 

review of land tenure policy, institutional 
and administrative systems of botswana
 

this study provides a comprehensive review of the evolution of land tenure policy and 
administration structures in Botswana, their successes and their obstacles so far. 
It also identifies successes and challenges of land governance and administration 

in Botswana. The study is undertaken as part of a comparative study of approaches and 
experiences in Botswana and Rwanda.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AfDB_BotswanaLandReport_FA.pdf

© 2017 African Development Bank Group 
Available in English

There is absolutely no reason why Africa is a net food-importing region, 
spending over $35 billion importing food. Africa must feed itself—and 

Africa must become a global powerhouse in food and agriculture.

- AfDB President, Akinwumi Adesina
‘‘

02 feed AfriCA ‘‘

THE AfDB HIGH 5s24

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AfDB_BotswanaLandReport_FA.pdf
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land tenure regularization in rwanda: 
good PrACtiCes in lAnd reforM 

land Tenure Regularization (LTR) in Africa has received much attention in recent 
years because of its presumed role in boosting the agricultural sector and reducing 
poverty. This report reviews the LTR process, assesses the enabling policies and 

institutional frameworks, and draws major lessons to inform land tenure regulation 
interventions in Rwanda.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/AfDB_RwandaLandReform_FA.pdf

© 2017 African Development Bank Group 
Available in English

25THE AfDB HIGH 5s
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Manufacturing transformation: 
CoMPArAtive stUdies of indUstriAl develoPMent 
in AfriCA And eMerging AsiA 

structural change—the shift of resources from low-productivity to high-productivity 
sectors—is the key driver of economic growth. Africa’s experience with 
industrialization over the past 30 years has been disappointing. Actually, the share 

of medium- and high-tech goods in manufacturing production has been falling since the 
mid-1990s. Per capita manufactured exports are less than 10 percent of the developing 
country average. Consequently, Africa’s industrial transformation has yet to take place. 
This book presents results of comparative country-based research that sought to answer 
a seemingly simple but puzzling question: why is there so little industry in Africa? It 
brings together detailed country case studies of industrial policies and industrialization 
outcomes in 11 countries, conducted by teams of national researchers in partnership 
with international experts on industrial development. 

http://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/academic/pdf/openaccess/9780198776987.pdf

© 2016 African Development Bank Group and UNU-WIDER
ISBN: 9780198776987
Available in English

Made in Africa: 
leArning to CoMPete in indUstry 

over the past 40 years, industry and business interests have moved increasingly 
from the developed to the developing world, yet Africa’s share of global 
manufacturing has fallen from about 3 percent in 1970 to less than 2 percent in 

2014. Manufacturing is an important sector as it drives growth and creates jobs, leading 
to poverty reduction. Made in Africa: Learning to Compete in Industry raises the question 
“why is there so little industry in Africa?” and outlines a new strategy to help Africa get 
its fair share of global manufacturing production. Case studies and econometric and 
qualitative research from Africa, as well as emerging Asia, help show what drives firm-
level competitiveness in low-income countries. 

https://www.wider.unu.edu/publication/made-africa

© 2016 African Development Bank Group and UNU-WIDER
ISBN: 9780815728153
Available in English

There is an urgent need for Africa to rapidly diversify its economies—
and add value to everything that it produces. Exporting raw materials 
only leads to vulnerabilities – and no nation or region has succeeded by 
simply exporting primary commodities.

- AfDB President, Akinwumi Adesina

‘‘
03 indUstriAlize AfriCA‘‘

THE AfDB HIGH 5s26
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Anglo American Corporation’s 
zimele enterprise Program 

the Anglo American Corporation of South Africa pioneered an innovative program 
of funds called Anglo Zimele. The funds support aspirant entrepreneurs from 
historically disadvantaged communities in South Africa to develop small and 

medium enterprises (SME) by using Anglo American’s sector expertise and procurement 
muscle as a catalyst for achieving wider, socially responsible growth. These SMEs in 
turn generate employment and drive social and economic development in economically 
marginal social classes. This report illustrates ways to extract value from extractive 
projects using corporate initiatives to promote SMEs.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/Anglo_american_corporations_
Zimele_enterprise_program.pdf

© 2016 African Development Bank Group 
Available in English
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regional integration and trade in Africa

this book reviews the current trends and challenges of regional integration and 
trade in Africa. It analyzes trade performance against its full potential, its mitigated 
impact on the competitiveness, industrialization, and economic diversification of 

African countries, as well as the much debated effect of monetary unions on regional 
trade in the region. It provides valuable policy recommendations aimed at stimulating 
the debate among the government, private sector, and development community on the 
ways to promote regional trade for Africa’s economic development.

http://www.palgrave.com/us/book/9781137462046

© 2015 African Development Bank Group 
ISBN: 978-1-137-46205-3
Available in English

Problématique de la facilitation du 
transport en Afrique de l’ouest et plan 
d’actions

free movement of people and goods is a major challenge for the political and 
economic integration of countries of the Economic Community of west African 
States (ECOwAS). This report highlights the constraints and challenges associated 

with transport and trade facilitation in the ECOwAS region. It gives an overview of road 
harassment and its impact on regional integration as well as regulatory and organizational 
frameworks aimed at facilitating transport in the west African region. The report includes 
a set of recommendations on cross-border mobility, and an action plan for policymakers, 
the private sector, and civil society operators.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AfDB_-_Facilitation_du_transport_en_
Afrique_de_l_Ouest.pdf

© 2015 African Development Bank Group 
Available in English and French

Regional integration is critical for expanding the size of our markets. 
we must integrate Africa—grow together, and develop together. Our 

collective destiny is tied to breaking down the barriers separating us.

- AfDB President, Akinwumi Adesina‘‘
04 integrAte AfriCA ‘‘
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rail infrastructure in Africa

the report published proposes a broad overview of policy options to be considered 
in financing rail infrastructure investment and maintenance. It offers an analysis of 
African railways and shares insights on experiences in emerging markets and the 

European Union. The report also outlines typical rail infrastructure financing schemes 
and the role of international financial institutions. 

It concludes that, although opportunities for African railway development exist, there is 
no single “fit for all” business model. The report therefore advocates for a new approach 
to improve conditions of African railway infrastructure and performance. 

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Events/ATFforum/Rail_Infrastructure_in_Africa_-_

Financing_Policy_Options_-_AfDB.pdf

© 2015 African Development Bank Group 
Available in English

 

infrastructure in Africa: 
lessons for fUtUre develoPMent

there are huge investment opportunities in Africa, especially in the infrastructure 
sector, where the benefits are expected to be high. In particular, Africa’s absolute 
and relative lack of infrastructure points to the existence of untapped productive 

potential that could be unlocked through scaling up investments in the sector. Notably, 
infrastructure plays a central role in improving competitiveness, facilitating domestic and 
international trade, and enhancing the continent’s integration into the global economy. 
Coupled with better human development outcomes that improve infrastructure 
promises, the spillover effects and the dynamism that would be generated could support 
the continent’s economic growth and poverty reduction efforts. Similarly, improved 
infrastructure could help eliminate some of the binding constraints to the realization of 
the benefits of globalization. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1t88xmm

© 2017 African Development Bank Group 
ISBN: 978-1447326670
Available in English
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inclusive growth in Africa: Policies, 
Practice, and lessons learnt 

inclusive Growth in Africa assesses Africa’s growth in the context of the inclusiveness 
and sustainability, identifying challenges facing Africa’s rapidly growing economies, 
where rising affluence for some has been accompanied almost everywhere with rising 

inequality.

Using a combination of political economy analyses, sector studies, and econometric 
models, the contributors delve into a range of areas associated with the new realities on 
the continent. Topics covered include issues of disability, corruption, and capital flight, and 
their implications for economic sustainability. There is also a discussion of the impact on 
development of dependence on externally determined prices for Africa’s natural resources. 
Other sector analyses look at agriculture and wind power, and the innovations required to 
make a difference for the poorer majority. 

https://www.routledge.com/Inclusive-Growth-in-Africa-Policies-Practice-and-Lessons-Learnt/Kayizzi-Mugerwa-
Shimeles-Lusigi-Moummi/p/book/9781138673052

© 2017 African Development Bank Group 
ISBN: 9781315562179
Available in English 

debswana diamond Company and the 
government of botswana: 
An hiv/Aids PUbliC-PrivAte PArtnershiP ProgrAMMe 

this study examines Botswana’s partnership with the De Beers Group, through the 
Debswana joint venture, in order to improve health service delivery and effectively 
contain the adverse effects of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. It illustrates the potential to 

directly impact human development outcomes by leveraging the human, financial, and 
managerial resources capacity of mining companies.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/DEBSWANA_ENG__HR_PAGES.pdf

© 2016 African Development Bank Group 
Available in English

we aim to create vocational and employment schemes for the 
youth—so that they do not undertake the perilous journey across the 
Mediterranean to Europe—through such schemes as the ‘Jobs for 
Africa’s Youth’ Initiative.

- AfDB President, Akinwumi Adesina
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inclusive growth:
An iMPerAtive for AfriCAn AgriCUltUre

in the past 15 years, Africa has enjoyed improvement in telecommunications, financial 
services, banking, construction, and private investment. However, most of the benefits 
of high growth rates achieved over the last few years have not reached the rural 

poor. Given that Agriculture dominates the rural economy in most African countries, 
increased productivity in the sector will remain a key driver and a critical component of 
inclusive growth. This report focuses on the three pillars of inclusive growth (agricultural 
productivity, rural employment, and welfare distribution) to foster the concept of “greening 
agriculture” to promote sustainable infrastructure, efficient management of natural assets, 
and building resilience of livelihoods.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Inclusive_Growth_-_An_imperative_for_
African_Agriculture.pdf

© 2014 African Development Bank Group 
ISBN: 978-9938-882-23-0
Available in English and French

delivering on the promise: 
leverAging nAtUrAl resoUrCes to ACCelerAte hUMAn 
develoPMent in AfriCA 

history shows that an abundance of natural resources does not necessarily improve 
a country’s human development. Natural resource-rich countries in Africa tend to 
have lower average life expectancy and higher maternal mortality and under-five 

mortality rates than non-natural resource-rich countries with equivalent incomes. This 
report frames a complex chain of policy decisions that are needed to transform discoveries 
of oil, gas, and mineral resources into improved human development outcomes. The 
tools and analytics presented in this report are intended to help African governments with 
newly discovered natural resources to make a bigger yet safer bet on investing in human 
development outcomes.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Delivering_on_the_promise-Leveraging_
natural_resources_to_accelerate_human_development_in_Africa.pdf

©2015 African Development Bank Group/Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Available in English

synthesis of evidence of Multisectoral 
Approaches for improved nutrition

the report recognizes the multisectoral approach required to achieve improved 
nutrition outcomes and focuses on nutrition interventions in different sectors 
including health, agriculture, water, sanitation and hygiene, social protection, 

and early childhood development. The document summarizes the evidence base for 
achieving improved nutrition, which is useful to all stakeholders involved in the planning, 
implementation, and monitoring of nutrition specific and nutrition sensitive interventions, 
and may inform multisectoral nutrition strategies at country levels.

© 2017 African Development Bank Group
Available in English
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Anglogold Ashanti Malaria and 
Public-Private Partnerships in ghana’s 
health sector 

the malaria control program initiated by AngloGold Ashanti (AGA) in Ghana in 
2006 aimed at delivering an efficient, cost-effective solution for containing malaria 
infections in the African countries where the company operates. The AngloGold 

Ashanti Malaria Control Programme is a study on corporate social responsibility in 
the fight against malaria. It also assesses the toll of malaria on communities where a 
company operates, and the viability of a business entity, including the broader safety 
of its staff. This case study demonstrates strategic public-private partnerships between 
extractives companies and governments and their impact on human development 
through an initiative in Ghana’s health sector.  

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/AGA_Malaria_and_public_private_

parternships_in_Ghana_s_Health_sector_to_obtain_value_from_extractives_projects.pdf

© 2016 African Development Bank Group 
Available in English

Urbanization and socio-economic 
development in Africa: 
ChAllenges And oPPortUnities 

Planned urbanization can improve living conditions for the majority, help in the 
expansion of the middle class, and create conditions for economic transformation. 
However, many African cities have developed haphazardly, resulting in the decline 

of public services, in slum proliferation, and increases in poverty. African cities thrive on 
activities characterized by easy entry and low productivity, generally referred to as the 
“informal sector.” Despite reform attempts, many governments have not been able to 
create an enabling environment, with adequate infrastructure and institutions to sustain 
markets for easy exchange and production. This study argues that with careful policies 
and planning, the situation can be changed. The challenge for African policymakers 
is to ensure that urban development is orderly and that the process is inclusive and 
emphasizes the protection of the environment, hence green growth.

https://www.routledge.com/Urbanization-and-Socio-Economic-Development-in-Africa-Challenges-and-
Opportunities/Kayizzi-Mugerwa-Shimeles-Yameogo/p/book/9781138016811 

© 2014 African Development Bank Group
ISBN: 978-113-801-68-11 
Available in English

THE AfDB HIGH 5s32

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/AGA_Malaria_and_public_private_parternships_in_Ghana_s_Health_sector_to_obtain_value_from_extractives_projects.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/AGA_Malaria_and_public_private_parternships_in_Ghana_s_Health_sector_to_obtain_value_from_extractives_projects.pdf
https://www.routledge.com/Urbanization-and-Socio-Economic-Development-in-Africa-Challenges-and-Opportunities/Kayizzi-Mugerwa-Shimeles-Yameogo/p/book/9781138016811%20%0D
https://www.routledge.com/Urbanization-and-Socio-Economic-Development-in-Africa-Challenges-and-Opportunities/Kayizzi-Mugerwa-Shimeles-Yameogo/p/book/9781138016811%20%0D


social Policy Analysis in rural Upper 

egypt

targeting rural Egypt and especially rural Upper Egypt for social protection and 
economic development, is very crucial. This is because of differentials in poverty 
levels and deprivation, as well as the region’s comparative advantage for economic 

growth, increased productivity, and job creation in many sectors including agribusiness, 
manufacturing, and tourism. The report undertakes an analysis of the key issues 
pertaining to social policies in Egypt for the poor and vulnerable in the following areas of 
intervention: poverty alleviation, social protection, employment promotion, health reform, 
education upgrading, community development, and agricultural development. 

© 2017 African Development Bank Group 
Available in English

Attracting Private sector investment in  
water and sanitation through the Use of 
guarantees: 
A blUePrint

this report examines the bottlenecks preventing private sector dollars and expertise 
from freely flowing into Africa’s water and sanitation sector and, more important, 
how to remove them. It outlines the challenges and proposes solutions to attracting 

fresh funding, especially through the better use of guarantees and risk mitigation.

© 2017 African Development Bank Group 
Available in English
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trade finance in Africa: 
overCoMing ChAllenges 

new trade finance clients—those that have for the first-time requested 
financing from commercial banks to export or import goods—require an 
understanding of the role of the AfDB in intermediating trade finance supply in 

Africa. This study provides policymakers and financial institutions in Africa engaged 
in trade finance with a comprehensive insight into various aspects of the Bank’s 
intermediation role. It presents a guide on how clients can gain access to trade 
finance facilities offered by banks and the concentration of trade finance assets 
among commercial banks’ top clients. This report is a follow-up to the maiden 
survey report on trade financing published in 2014 using new available data.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Trade_Finance_in_Africa_Survey_
Report.pdf

© 2017 African Development Bank Group
Available in English

growth diagnostics in Africa

the Growth Diagnostics framework, pioneered by Hausman, Rodrick, and 
Velasco in 2005, has become an important addition to the policy toolkit 
available in developing countries since its debut. The framework serves as an 

accessible and intuitive analytical approach that, applied judiciously, provides insight 
into major constraints inhibiting growth at a particular time for a specific country. 
This report presents case studies for five African countries (The Gambia, Ghana, 
Mali, Rwanda, and Senegal) to illustrate the framework in identifying constraints for 
long-term growth and policy domains appropriate to unlock the potentials of each 
economy. Some of the innovations found in this framework application could be 
extended to other low-income African countries, opening untapped potential for 
greater policy advice and development effectiveness.

© 2016 African Development Bank Group
Available in English and French

drivers of inflation in east Africa

east Africa has been one of the rapidly growing regions in Africa, with steady 
progress achieved in macroeconomic stability and high investment in 
recent years. However, from 2011–2012, inflation in East African countries 

spiraled, raising concerns about possible reversal of macroeconomic gains made 
in the region. In an effort to gain better understanding of the fundamental drivers 
of inflation in East Africa, the report presents results of commissioned papers in the 
four largest countries in the region: Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda. The 
commissioned papers are preceded with an analytical framework that highlights the 
salient structural and economic features in these countries and how these shaped 
inflationary pressures.

© 2015 African Development Bank Group
Available in English
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from fragility to resilience: 
MAnAging nAtUrAl resoUrCes in frAgile sitUAtions in AfriCA

A more effective and conflict-sensitive natural resource management is key to 
building resilience in fragile situations in Africa. This report builds on many 
innovative AfDB projects and experiences by Regional Member Countries 

(RMCs) and other development partners. It focuses on how different development 
partners can more effectively harness natural resources to address the causes and 
drivers of state fragility. The report emphasizes core principles that are particularly 
important where weak governance, lack of capacity, and other challenges require more 
focused attention beyond what is needed in other developing country contexts.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/From_Fragility_to_Resilience_-_
Managing_Natural_Resources_in_Fragile_Situations_in_Africa.pdf

© 2016 African Development Bank Group
Available in English

running the numbers: 
how AfriCAn governMents Model extrACtive ProJeCts

this first study in Africa explores how African governments use financial models to 
manage oil and gas and mining projects. The study begins with the simple notion 
that no investor would ever approach an investment decision on an extractive 

project without the backing of a comprehensive financial model. Such a model would 
link expected production profile, prices, capital, operating expenditure, and corporate 
tax rates to the projected cash flow of the project and its profitability. The authors 
conducted a survey of nearly 50 government officials to illustrate how widespread the 
use of financial models is and how their results are used to inform policy.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/Running_the_Numbers_
Analytical_report.pdf

© 2017 African Development Bank/OpenOil
Available in English

botswana’s Mineral revenues, 
expenditure and savings Policy 

botswana has received widespread praise for the way in which it has managed 
mineral revenues and invested them in education, health care, and other forms 
of assets. In some respects, it has managed to avoid what is commonly known 

in the literature as the “natural resource curse” and “Dutch Disease” through appropriate 
macroeconomic, exchange rate, and fiscal policies, as well as institutional design. This 
case study examines the experience of a resource-dependent country’s approaches to 
mining revenue management.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/acp/2016_botswana/pdf/study-en.pdf

© 2016 African Development Bank Group 
Available in English
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Chile’s fiscal policy and mining revenue 

resource-rich countries like Chile face the dilemma of how to manage mining 
revenues. This report analyzes Chile’s fiscal policy implementation and 
mining revenue management, with an emphasis on the copper sector and its 

contribution to social development. The report focuses on the formal functioning of the 
rules and legal framework underpinning the policy. Chile’s case could potentially serve 
as a guide for mining revenue management for certain countries in Africa. 

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/CHILE_CASESTUDY_ENG__
HR_PAGES.pdf

© 2016 African Development Bank Group 
Available in English

economic benefits of open 
data in Africa 

At least 46 governments, including those of at least 14 of the 54 countries 
in Africa, are working on open data initiatives to release some of the data 
they collect and generate. Their objectives are economic growth, increased 

transparency, improved public services, and efficiency in government. This report 
presents the economic benefits of such initiatives geared toward making data free and 
available for public use.

© 2017 African Development Bank Group 
Available in English

illicit financial flows: 
the eConoMy of illiCit trAde in west AfriCA

this publication endeavors to build the evidence basis on criminal and illicit 
economies, the IFFs generated by them, and their impact on development, 
considering also previous work undertaken by the High-Level Panel on Illicit 

Financial Flows from Africa. This is a perspective rarely covered by the traditional 
approach taken to understand IFFs, which more often focuses on the value of monetary 
flows. The report has reviewed diverse forms of economies prevalent in west Africa 
that are usually seen as criminal or illicit. They were organized by a typology that divides 
illegal activities from natural resource crimes from illicit trade in normally legal goods. It 
builds on a series of in-depth case studies analyzing the genesis, modus operandi and 
manifestations, and resultant IFFs from: human smuggling from west Africa to Europe; 
drug trafficking in and through west Africa; counterfeit goods in Ghana; artisanal and 
small-scale gold mining in Liberia and Ghana; and the financing of terrorism in the 
Sahel.

https://www.oecd.org/dac/accountable-effective-institutions/Economy-Illicit-Trade-West%20Africa.pdf

© 2018 African Development Bank Group, OECD, GIABA, 
NEPAD Agency, and the World Bank Group

African Development Bank Group   l  Publication Catalogue  -  2018

FORTHCOMING! 

37CROSS-CUTTING THEMES

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/CHILE_CASESTUDY_ENG__HR_PAGES.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/CHILE_CASESTUDY_ENG__HR_PAGES.pdf


38 AfricAn Development BAnk flAgship reports

African Development Bank Group   l  Publications Catalogue  -  2018

stAtistiCAl 
resoUrCes5



African Development Bank Group   l  Publications Catalogue  -  2018

Africa tourism Monitor 

the tourism industry in Africa possesses immense potential. However, there 
has been very minimal diversification within this industry to enable the 
realization of the great potential in this industry. This annual report presents 

some of the major opportunities and challenges facing the diversification of the 
travel and tourism industry in Africa—from generating revenue and creating jobs to 
attracting new travel and tourism markets; from developing niche tourism products 
to sustaining hotel and airline growth; and from leveraging social media to utilizing 
online travel engines.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Africa_Tourism_Monitor_2016.pdf

Published annually.
© 2017 African Development Bank Group 

Available in English

tracking Africa’s Progress in figures 

African economies have sustained unprecedented rates of growth, 
driven mainly by strong domestic demand, improved macroeconomic 
management, a growing middle class, and increased political stability. As 

the continent continues to evolve, the African Development Bank’s Tracking Africa’s 
Progress in Figures publication looks at the key megatrends of the last few decades 
that will shape Africa’s future.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Tracking_Africa%E2%80%99s_
Progress_in_Figures.pdf

Published once every three years.
© 2015 African Development Bank Group 
Available in English
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gender, Poverty, and environmental 
indicators on African Countries 

gender, poverty, and environmental indicators on African countries are 
published annually by the Statistics Department of the African Development 
Bank Group. The publication provides some information on the broad 

development trends relating to gender, poverty, and environmental issues in the 54 
African countries.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Gender__Poverty_and_
Environmental_Indicators_on_African_Countries_2014.pdf

© 2017 African Development Bank Group 
Available in English and French

African statistical yearbook

this easy-to-read and very informative yearbook is a result of the concerted and 
coordinated efforts among the three main continental institutions (AfDB, AUC, 
and UNECA) in their quest to provide users with quality statistical information 

to inform Africa’s development initiatives.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/African_Statistical_
Yearbook_2016.pdf

© 2017 African Development Bank Group
ISSN 1563-4361
Available in English and French

Compendium of statistics on 
bank group operations 

the African Development Bank performs several operations in its regional 
member countries each year. This annual publication presents data on 
operational activities of the Bank Group. The first section gives cross-country 

statistics on all Bank operations while the second section provides country-specific 
information on each regional member country of the Bank.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/COMPENDIUM_OF_
STATISTICS_2016.pdf

© 2017 African Development Bank Group
ISSN: 1561-2813
Available in English
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Afdb statistics Pocketbook

Most of the economic, social, and environmental indicators on regional 
member countries of the African Development Bank are summarized in this 
pocketbook for ease of use. The indicators are selected from other Bank 

publications on Africa’s statistics and condensed into one portable pocketbook. 

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/POCKETBOOK-2017.pdf

Published annually.
© 2017 African Development Bank Group
Available in English

the Africa infrastructure 
development index 

the aim of the Africa Infrastructure Development Index (AIDI), which is 
produced annually, is (i) to monitor and evaluate the status and progress 
of infrastructure development across the continent; (ii) to assist in resource 

allocation within the framework of African Development Fund replenishments; and 
(iii) to contribute to policy dialogue in regional member countries.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Economic_Brief_-_The_Africa_
Infrastructure_Development_Index.pdf 

© 2016 African Development Bank Group
Available in English

Compendium of African Countries 
natural resource Potentials

the compendium provides detailed information on natural resource potential 
comparative advantage and investment opportunities in African countries. It 
gives detailed statistics on available natural resources, including agriculture 

production, oil and gas production, and corresponding potential and proven 
reserves. In brief, the compendium gives a country profile in terms of natural 
resource endowments and existing business opportunities available in each of the 
54 countries of Africa.

© 2016 African Development Bank Group
Available in English

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Economic_Brief_-_The_Africa_Infrastructure_Development_Index.pdf%20
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Economic_Brief_-_The_Africa_Infrastructure_Development_Index.pdf%20
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Country Assessment of Agricultural 
statistical systems in Africa

the report presents the status of each country’s capacity in relation to four 
agricultural statistical dimensions (institutional infrastructure, resources, 
statistical methods and practices, and availability of statistical information). 

Each comprises an aggregation of several different elements/components. It provides 
users with evidence on the current level of development of national agricultural and 
rural statistics systems, the measurement on each country’s capacity to produce 
timely and reliable agricultural and rural statistics.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AfricaCountryAssessment_ASCI_
Report_Final_Web_11_2014.pdf

© 2014 African Development Bank Group
Available in English

Africa visa openness index

one of the primary objectives of Agenda 2063 is to promote free movement of 
people by abolishing all visa requirements for Africans traveling within Africa. 
To support this objective and track progress made, the Bank prepared the 

first Africa Visa Openness Index (AVOI) in January 2016. The Index ranks African 
countries on the level of openness/restrictiveness of their visa regimes by indicating 
whether they allow people to travel to their country without a visa, if travellers can get 
a visa on arrival, or if visitors need to get a visa before travel. 

The report helped raise awareness of the importance of freer visa policies in Africa 
and encouraged policy reforms in countries such as Ghana, Tunisia, Senegal, 
Malawi, and Benin.  The 2nd edition of the Index was published in May 2017. 

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/2017_Africa_Visa_Openness_

Report_-_Final.pdf

© 2017 African Development Bank Group/African Union
Available in English

Comparing the real size of African 
economies 

the main findings of the International Comparison Program (ICP) in Africa are 
presented in this report based on the price survey data and national accounts 
collected from 50 of the African Development Bank’s regional member 

countries (RMCs).

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Highlights_-_
Comparing_the_Real_Size_of_Africa_Economies_%E2%80%93_Main_results_of_the_2011_round_of_
the_International_Comparison_Program__ICP_.pdf

Published once every three years.
© 2015 African Development 
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https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AfricaCountryAssessment_ASCI_Report_Final_Web_11_2014.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AfricaCountryAssessment_ASCI_Report_Final_Web_11_2014.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/2017_Africa_Visa_Openness_Report_-_Final.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/2017_Africa_Visa_Openness_Report_-_Final.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Highlights_-_Comparing_the_Real_Size_of_Africa_Economies_%25E2%2580%2593_Main_results_of_the_2011_round_of_the_International_Comparison_Program__ICP_.pdf%0D
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Highlights_-_Comparing_the_Real_Size_of_Africa_Economies_%25E2%2580%2593_Main_results_of_the_2011_round_of_the_International_Comparison_Program__ICP_.pdf%0D
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Highlights_-_Comparing_the_Real_Size_of_Africa_Economies_%25E2%2580%2593_Main_results_of_the_2011_round_of_the_International_Comparison_Program__ICP_.pdf%0D
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A plethora of data presented under the name “Africa Information Highway,” provides users with economic, 
environmental and social information on all 54 regional member countries. Detailed information on all three 
stored here is broken down for every country, into sub-regional information and thus, very useful case 

studies, cross-country research, as well as within country comparison studies. Data here is freely available and 
easily accessible. For additional information on the AfDB data, users are advised to contact statistics@afdb.org.

https://www.afdb.org/en/knowledge/statistics/africa-information-highway-aih/ 

online ProdUCts
stAtistiCAl resoUrCes
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A step-by-step guide for local 
content policy formulation and 
implementation

increasingly countries are looking for alternative ways to realize the value of 
natural resources wealth as quickly and as early in the project life cycle as 
possible. At the forefront of this drive is the push for local content policies 

aimed at linking natural resources projects to community, national, and regional 
economies. This can result in higher employment, private sector growth through 
SMEs, increased manufacturing activities due to demand for goods and 
services, increased export trade, and technology transfer. This local content 
roadmap guides decisionmakers in policy design and implementation through a 
series of standalone interventions, knowledge, skills, and information.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/ANRC_A_step-by-
step_guide_for_local_content_policy_formulation_and_implementation.pdf

guidelines for building statistical 
business registers in Africa

the general objective of the guidelines is to provide guidance in developing 
a survey frame to be used as the source of frames for all economic and 
business surveys, as well as provide (i) a general background to the need 

for a Statistical Business Register (SBR) and the concepts on which it is based, 
(ii) a description of the functions of an SBR, (iii) detailed information on SBR 
development and implementation, and (iv) a starting point for harmonization of 
SBRs across African National Statistical Offices (NSOs).

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Guidelines_for_
Building_Statistical_Business_Registers_in_Africa.pdf

simplified guide for improving 
Compliance with the eU Anti-iUU 
fishing regulation in Africa

this policy tool is a specific response to the need to strengthen the ability 
of regional governments to combat illegal fishing through advocacy and 
compliance with requirements and market regulations aimed at stamping 

out illicit trade in fisheries. On January 1, 2010, Council Regulation (EC) No. 
1005/2008 of 29 September 2008 came into force, establishing a community 
system to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported, and unregulated 
fishing. This simplified guide intends to assist authorities and operators in less 
developed countries in complying with the provisions of the EU IUU Regulation 
that are relevant to them. 

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/ANRC_A_step-by-step_guide_for_local_content_policy_formulation_and_implementation.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/ANRC_A_step-by-step_guide_for_local_content_policy_formulation_and_implementation.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Guidelines_for_Building_Statistical_Business_Registers_in_Africa.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Guidelines_for_Building_Statistical_Business_Registers_in_Africa.pdf
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labour force data Analysis: 
gUidelines with AfriCAn sPeCifiCities

this guidebook tailored particularly to suit the African context, is directed 
at labor statistics practitioners in national statistics offices and policy 
analysts in development, economic and labor ministries, as well as those 

in central banks. It deals with the concepts and definitions of the economically 
active population (EAP); presents methods for analyzing data from labor force 
surveys, from descriptive analysis used in the production of a survey report 
to analysis of labor force structures and trends that are particularly useful in 
analytical studies; and discusses methods for assessing the quality of a labor 
force survey. The guidebook was prepared within the Statistical Capacity 
Building Program II of the African Development Bank in consultation with its 
regional member countries based on country practices and experiences.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Labour%20Force%20

Data%20Analysis_WEB.pdf

handbook on infrastructure 
statistics

this handbook, a product of the Africa Infrastructure Country Diagnostic 
(AICD), was prepared by the world Bank in partnership with the African 
Development Bank. The Handbook consolidates the methodologies 

developed under the AICD with the long-term purpose of guiding data 
collection, processing, and dissemination of infrastructure indicators across 
African countries.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AfDB%20Infrastructure_
web.pdf

Mainstreaming sectoral
statistical systems in Africa

this guide is written to assist staff of national statistical offices (NSOs) and 
of sectoral statistical offices to work together to mainstream sectoral 
statistical systems into National Statistical Systems (NSS) by integrating 

their strategies into NSDS design and implementation. The intended outcome 
is a coordinated NSS—with shared goals and cross-cutting strategies—
capable of efficiently and effectively monitoring development indicators.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Generic-Documents/003_EN_
Mainstreaming%20sectoral%20statistical%20systems%20in%20Africa%20-%20A%20guide%20
to%20planning%20a%20coordinated%20national%20statistical%20system%20-%202007.pdf

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Labour%2520Force%2520Data%2520Analysis_WEB.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Labour%2520Force%2520Data%2520Analysis_WEB.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AfDB%2520Infrastructure_web.pdf%0D
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/AfDB%2520Infrastructure_web.pdf%0D
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Generic-Documents/003_EN_Mainstreaming%2520sectoral%2520statistical%2520systems%2520in%2520Africa%2520-%2520A%2520guide%2520to%2520planning%2520a%2520coordinated%2520national%2520statistical%2520system%2520-%25202007.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Generic-Documents/003_EN_Mainstreaming%2520sectoral%2520statistical%2520systems%2520in%2520Africa%2520-%2520A%2520guide%2520to%2520planning%2520a%2520coordinated%2520national%2520statistical%2520system%2520-%25202007.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Generic-Documents/003_EN_Mainstreaming%2520sectoral%2520statistical%2520systems%2520in%2520Africa%2520-%2520A%2520guide%2520to%2520planning%2520a%2520coordinated%2520national%2520statistical%2520system%2520-%25202007.pdf
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49AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK FLAGSHIP REPORTS

The AfDB produces several 
newsletters monthly or quarterly

Monthly

Africa information highway
Market tap Price Monitor
sAdC/CoMesA region inflation figures

QUArterly

Action Plan for improving statistics for food security, 
sustainable Agricultural & rural  development
international Comparison Program for Africa
Africa and global economic trends 
Africa infrastructure development Program
tikisa
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African development review

African Development Review, one of the flagship publications of the African 
Development Bank Group, is a professional journal devoted to the study 
and analysis of development policy in Africa. Published four times a year, 

the Review emphasizes policy relevance of research findings, rather than purely 
theoretical and quantitative issues. Emerging issues and selected papers from the 
African Economic Conference are published as special volumes. The journal is 
abstracted and indexed in over 40 databases worldwide and currently has a high 
Impact Factor of 1.00. The Review is subscribed to by about 4,000 institutions 
worldwide and it is also available in 7,766 institutions in the developing world 
through philanthropic initiatives. Full text downloads of the Journal reached nearly 
60,000 between 2002 and 2016. 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/%28ISSN%291467-8268/issues

VISIt
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1467-8268 

•  Explore free sample content.
•  Read author guidelines and submit your papers online.
•  Find subscription and pricing information.

the African statistical Journal

the African Statistical Journal (ASJ) serves as a forum and common 
platform, to share ideas on statistical development in Africa and to stimulate 
discussion and dialogue on key emerging issues. The ASJ attempts to 

reach out not only to practicing statisticians and economists in Africa but also to 
those beyond the continent who are keen to make incremental value addition to 
evolving developmental issues affecting the region.

https://www.afdb.org/en/knowledge/publications/african-statistical-journal/

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/%2528ISSN%25291467-8268/issues
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the working Paper Series (wPS) are part of a larger effort by the AfDB to produce and 
promote knowledge and learning, share ideas, and provide open access to its research 
on issues aimed at making a contribution to the discourse on development policy in 

Africa. The papers featured in the wPS are those that have a bearing on the mission of the 
AfDB, its strategic objectives of inclusive and green growth, and its “High 5” priority areas, 
namely to Light up and power Africa; Feed Africa; Industrialize Africa; Integrate Africa; and 
Improve the quality of life for the people of Africa. The series is intended to encourage the 
exchange of ideas and innovative thinking among researchers, development practitioners, 
policymakers, and donors. The AfDB wPS has attracted high quality research by some of the 
world’s leading scholars in economics. 

https://www.afdb.org/en/documents/publications/working-paper-series/

worKing 
PAPer series
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ethiopia: 
lessons from an experiment 
by ArKebe oQUbAy

Arkebe presents an Ethiopian industrialization experiment that brings to the 
fore the realities and growth perspectives lacking in the recent “African Rising” 
narrative. He opines in his work, with critical analysis, that the sustained 

economic growth witnessed by Ethiopia since 2003 is a result of prudent industrial 
policies being implemented to achieve structural transformation. Embedded in structural 
transformation perspectives and based on a comparative review of three export-
oriented and import-substitution industries, this brief discusses Ethiopia’s experiment 
with structural transformation and industrial policies. The Ethiopian experiment shows 
that structural transformation and industrial policies are possible, and can thrive in 
low-income African countries such as Ethiopia. However, it also shows that structural 
transformation and catch-up are colossal challenges. From the Ethiopian experiment, 
Arkebe reveals the necessity for the state to play an activist developmental role to foster 
catch-up and structural transformation. The experiment emphasizes policy learning, the 
vital role of learning-by-doing as the prime means of mastering policymaking, and policy 
independence as a key ingredient. The Ethiopian experiment suggests that structural 
transformation and industrial policy perspectives are principal points of departure for 
catch-up by African countries.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/How_they_did_it_V1_I_2_How_they_
did_it_V1_I_2.pdf

the series presents the latest research on successful country experiences, and identifies ways in which 
countries have addressed different challenges in achieving economic transformation. Its main objective is to 
facilitate learning and stimulate discussion among policymakers, academia, and civil society. The series is part 

of a renewed effort to broaden the knowledge space on key policy issues relating to the Bank’s High 5 priorities and 
other areas relevant to the economic development and transformation of regional member countries. Below are some 
publications from this series.

https://www.afdb.org/en/knowledge/publications/policy-briefs/

how they 
did it series

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/How_they_did_it_V1_I_2_How_they_did_it_V1_I_2.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/How_they_did_it_V1_I_2_How_they_did_it_V1_I_2.pdf
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financing industrial development in 
Korea and implications for Africa 
by KeUn lee

in the 1950s, the initial conditions of Korea were quite similar to those of several 
African countries today: several years of civil war, continual external imbalances with 
persistent trade deficits, reliance on foreign financial and food aid. Since the early 

1960s, the country has successfully launched a series of five-year economic plans that 
enabled it to make remarkable economic catch-up progress. This paper studies the 
experience of Korea and, in light of this experience, analyzes how the implementation 
of diverse cases of industrial policy and financing may have some policy implications for 
economies in Africa that are trying to build their industrial bases. The paper considers 
the essence of industrial policy to be building the capabilities of private firms generally to 
sustain long-term economic growth, rather than picking winners or providing protection 
for only some firms or sectors. In this regard, policy and financing tools can be different, 
depending upon the nature of the sectors and projects. Furthermore, for an effective 
industrial policy, state ability to control financial resources in a national economy is often 
critical. In the Korean experience, the banking sector had been intended to “serve” the 
goods and services sector by providing a stable supply of so-called “growth money” at 
affordable rates, whereas only the manufacturing or production sectors had always been 
given priority.

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/How_they_did_it_V1_I_3_How_they_

did_it_V1_I_3.pdf

building effective Clusters 
and industrial Parks 
by xiAobo zhAng

it is a daunting task to build institution and infrastructure over a short time period 
in developing countries. But in the absence of sound institutions and adequate 
infrastructure, it is difficult for economic transformation to take place. An alternative is 

to facilitate existing clusters or build industrial parks by creating an enabling environment 
in a limited place. This paper reviews the commonly used strategies to build effective 
clusters and industrial parks. Clusters and industrial parks are location-specific. Because 
local governments have an informational advantage, they are in a better position than 
the central government to identify and solve the bottlenecks that affect clusters and 
industrial parks. As clusters and industrial parks evolve, new bottlenecks emerge, thereby 
requiring new solutions. This in turns calls for continuous tinkering by local governments. 
It is important to place local governments and business communities in the driver’s seat 
of local economic growth so that they can watch out for and adjust to the bumps in the 
road ahead. 

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/How_they_did_it_V1_I_1_How_they_
did_it_V1_I_1.pdf

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/How_they_did_it_V1_I_3_How_they_did_it_V1_I_3.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/How_they_did_it_V1_I_3_How_they_did_it_V1_I_3.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/How_they_did_it_V1_I_1_How_they_did_it_V1_I_1.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/How_they_did_it_V1_I_1_How_they_did_it_V1_I_1.pdf
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the Briefs highlight recent analytical research of the Bank and present quick analytical thoughts on pertinent 
development issues critical to Africa. The target audience for the Economic Briefs includes policymakers, 
researchers, and development practitioners, who cannot be reached through journal articles and other standard 

Bank publications. Below is a publication from this series.

https://www.afdb.org/en/documents/publications/economic-briefs/

truth is the safest lie: 
A reAssessMent of develoPMent eConoMiCs

by Célestin MongA

Using Ghana as a case for why development economics application on the 
African continent has failed, Célestin highlights the crucial role of economic 
thinking and policymaking in the development of African countries. In this brief, 

the author asserts that most African countries use wrong model economies to tow their 
development path and this has plunged such countries into bad economic outcomes 
for decades. The author also points to the failed role of development economics over 
the years to provide solutions to economic problems in Africa. He mentions that instead 
of proposing solutions, development economics for decades resorted to problem 
identification without proposing options for remedy. In recent years however, the author 
agrees that development economics has been able to identify certain successes of 
previously less developed economies, which has shaped the new thinking emerging in 
this sub-discipline. He concludes by presenting certain key elements from New Structural 
Economics that could potentially propel Africa into the long-desired development path 
that has eluded the continent for so long. Sectoral industrial policy tailored to fit the 
comparative advantages of each country for growth-enhancing structural change is a 
good starting point.

https://www.afdb.org/en/documents/document/africa-economic-brief-volume-8-issue-1-truth-is-the-safest-
lie-a-reassessment-of-development-economics-97222/

AfriCA 
eConoMiC briefs
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truth is the safest lie: 
A reassessment of development economics
By Célestin Monga

decentralisation in guinea-bissau
By Yannis Arvanitis

Africa’s Agricultural transformation: 
identifying Priority Areas and overcoming Challenges
By Adamon N. Mukasa, Andinet D. woldemichael, 
Adeleke O. Salami, and Anthony M. Simpasa

the unintended consequences of agricultural input intensification: 
human health implications of pesticide use in sub-saharan Africa
By Megan Sheahan, Christopher B. Barrett, and Casey Goldvale

labor Market outcomes during life transition
By David E. Sahn and Kira M. Villa 

teen fertility and labor Market segmentation in Madagascar
By Catalina Herrera, David E. Sahn, and Kira M. Villa 

transforming Africa’s Agriculture through industrialization: 
towards Agro-industrialization
By Andinet D. woldemichael, Adeleke O. Salami, 
Adamon Ndungu, and Anthony Simpasa

Cognitive achievement in Madagascar: 
A value-added model approach
By Frédéric Aubery and David E. Sahn

selling early to pay for school: 
A large-scale natural experiment in Malawi
By Brian Dillon

estimating development resilience:  
A Conditional Moments-based Approach
By Jennifer Denno Cissé and Christopher B. Barrett

Volume 1, Issue 1

Volume 1, Issue 2

Volume 1, Issue 3

Volume 1, Issue 4

By Xiaobo Zhang

By Arkebe Oqubay

By Keun Lee 

By Changwen Zhao

building effective Clusters and industrial Parks

ethiopia: lessons from an experiment 

financing industrial development in Korea 
and implications for Africa

China’s financial Mechanisms in industrial 
development and inspirations for Africa
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By Abebe Shimeles and 
Tiguene Nabassaga 

By Adamon Ndugu, Anthony 
Simpasa, and Adeleke Salami

By Boris Odilon Kounagbè 
Lokonon

By Arcade Ndoricimpa 

By Anthonia T. Odeleye

By Solomon Abayomi Olakojo

By Ibrahim Alley

By Gutu T. Boka

By P. B. Eregha

By Simon Roberts 

By Haroon Bhorat, Ravi 
Kanbur, Christopher Rooney, 
and François Steenkamp

By Justin Yifu Lin, Célestin 
Monga, and Samuel Standaert

By Christian Ketels

By C. Peter Timmer

By Julian M. Alston and Philip 
G. Pardey

By Célestin Monga

By Mfoulou Olugu Jean Patrick

By wolassa L. Kumo

By Kilishi A. A.

By Dieudonné MIGNAMISSI

why is inequality high in Africa? 

Credit constraints and farm productivity: 
Micro-level evidence from smallholder farmers in Ethiopia

Farmers’ Vulnerability to Climate Shocks: Insights from the Niger Basin 
of Benin

Threshold Effects of Inflation on Economic Growth in Africa: Evidence 
from a Dynamic Panel Threshold Regression Approach

Quality of Corporate Governance on Dividend Payouts: 
The Case of Nigeria

Foreign trade and international financial flows: Implications for 
economic stability in ECOwAS countries

Capital flow surges and economic growth in sub-Saharan Africa:  Any 
role for capital controls?   

Degrees of Smallholders’ Commercialization and Progress Out of 
Poverty in Light of Logistic and Climate Change Challenges in Ethiopia

Exchange Rate Policies and FDI Flow in wAMZ

Competition and industrial policies relating to food production in 
southern Africa

Sub-Saharan Africa’s Manufacturing Sector: 
Building Complexity

The Inclusive and Sustainable Transformation Index

Structural Transformation: A competitiveness-based view

Structural Transformation and Food Security: Their Mutual 
Interdependence

Transforming Traditional Agriculture Redux

Post-Macroeconomics: Some Theoretical and Analytical Issues

Forme urbaine, comportement de mobilité et dysfonctionnement de 
l’offre de transport en Afrique : cas de Yaoundé

Trends in Factor Productivity, Efficiency and Potential Output Growth 
in South Africa 1995–2015

Institutional Reforms and Economic Outcomes in Africa

Monnaie unique et intégration: CEEAC et CEDEAO

worKing PAPer series
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Structural Transformation and Income Distribution: Kuznets and 
Beyond

Does access to basic services matter for child health? Evidence from 
Togo

Measuring Ethiopian Households’ Resilience to Climate Change and 
Variability 

Impact of Climate Change on Renewable Energy Generation in Africa

The Economy of Tastes, Feelings, and Opinions

Climat d’investissement et proximité culturelle comme facteurs 
déterminants des IDE en Afrique

Border effects and product market integration between Lesotho and 
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10Knowledge events

Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn 
opening the 2017 African Economic Conference 
in Addis-Ababa
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the African economic Conference 

the African Economic Conference (AEC) is a joint annual conference organized 
by the African Development Bank, the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Africa (ECA), and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

on a rotational basis. It offers a unique avenue for researchers, policymakers, 
private sector and development practitioners from Africa and elsewhere to debate 
on specific development issues. Since the launch of the conference in 2006, 10 
editions have been organized each year under different themes relevant to African 
development. The eleventh edition was held at Addis Ababa from December 4–6, 
2017 under the theme: “Governance for Structural Transformation.” The conference 
over the years has created a valuable platform for researchers, policymakers, and 
development practitioners to exchange views on different issues. Discussions at the 
Conference contribute to formulating valuable policy options. The importance of the 
Conference and usefulness of the outcomes are also illustrated by the increasing 
number of institutions seeking to come on board as partners, some with significant 
financial contributions. The outputs of the Conference include a Conference Report, 
the proceedings, as well as a special issue of the African Development Review. The 
AEC leverages knowledge through partnerships and enhances the application of 
knowledge in development operations, and in doing so contributes to development 
effectiveness. It is a unique forum that nicely combines technical knowledge sharing 
and policy dialogue at the highest level. 

eminent speaker series

the Eminent Speakers Seminar Series has served and continues to offer a 
forum for sharing insights on development challenges in Africa. Launched in 
2006, these series have provided a useful platform for African leaders and 

renowned personalities worldwide to share their views on global and continental 
development challenges. Featuring current and former Presidents of Africa; 
international personalities; and businessmen and leaders of civil society, the series 
has seen nearly 30 eminent personalities address these seminars on a variety of 
subjects ranging from the HIV/AIDS Pandemic in Africa to more technical issues 
such as the linkages between technological innovation and economic revival in 
Africa. 

https://www.afdb.org/en/knowledge/african-development-institute/eminent-speakers-series/

Programme
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AboUt the 
AfriCAn 
develoPMent 
bAnK

The AfDB Group is a multilateral development 
bank whose shareholders include 54 African 
countries and 26 non-African countries. 
The AfDB Group’s primary objective is to 
contribute to the sustainable economic 
development and social progress of its 
regional members, individually and jointly. 
It does this by financing a broad range of 
development projects and programs through 
public sector loans, including policy-based 
loans, and through private sector loans and 
equity investments; by providing technical 
assistance for institutional support projects 
and programs; by making public and private 
capital investments; by assisting countries 
with development policies and plans; and by 
supplying emergency assistance.
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