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Editorial

 
We welcome our readers to this 16th volume of the African Statistical Journal. 
We would in particular like to thank those who have sent us feedback on 
featured articles. In addition, we extend our appreciation to authors who 
continue to submit papers for publication in the journal across a broad 
spectrum of topics. This volume witnesses a continuance of our mandate 
to present innovative articles on development-related issues in our region, 
from a statistical perspective. 

The first article, written by John Anyanwu, focuses on employment, which 
is currently one of the greatest development challenges facing countries 
globally, including those in Africa. The paper analyzes the characteristics 
of male employment in Africa and empirically studies key drivers of this 
employment, using cross-sectional data. The results suggest that in Sub-
Saharan Africa, higher domestic investment, greater access to credit by the 
private sector, more education, and a higher male share of the population 
increase male employment, while higher government consumption ex-
penditure, greater openness of the economy, urban share of the population, 
and being a net oil-exporting country tend to lower it. However, North 
Africa presents a different case. Sample results there indicate that while 
greater democracy, greater access to credit by the private sector, inflation, 
and greater openness of the economy increase male employment, the level 
of real GDP per capita, the particular level of democracy, increased inflow 
of foreign direct investment, and being a net oil-exporting country tend to 
lower male employment in the subregion. The policy implications of these 
results are also discussed. 

The second paper, by Nazarius Mbona Tumwesigye, Richard Muwonge, 
and Rogers Kasirye, presents a multi-level analysis of alcohol consumption 
patterns in Uganda. The research shows that the variation in likelihood 
of heavy drinking remained significant after controlling for background 
characteristics of respondents and village-level prevalence of drinking and 
unemployment. The analysis also revealed that cluster effects have an influ-
ence on the frequency and amount of alcohol consumption but that their 
inclusion in statistical models does not affect the influence of established 
factors. Cluster analysis also provides information on other correlates of 
frequent and heavy alcohol consumption.

The third paper, by Jean-Marc Kouadjo, Jean Arnaud Kouakou, and Kouamé 
Désiré Kanga, uses multiple imputations via the Multivariate Imputation 
by Chained Equations (MICE) approach to obtain more than one imputed 
database (the traditional approach of multiple imputations). Based on these 
databases, the authors estimate the probability of contamination for each 
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observation. Several simulations were performed by varying the rate of 
missing values from 10 to 80%. When the rate of missing values is at an 
acceptable limit (at most 50%), the infection rates calculated after multiple 
imputations and after classification give relatively good results, considering 
the correct classification rate and Area Under Curve.

The fourth and final paper in this volume, authored by Remigius Chidozie 
Nnadozie, examines access to basic services in post-apartheid South Africa. 
The apartheid legacy left high levels of poverty in both rural and urban areas 
of South Africa, as well as inequalities in access to resources, infrastructure 
and social services. The focal point of government policies and programs 
of the new era has been to redress observed inequalities in different spheres 
of people’s lives. The paper provides measurable insights into shifts in the 
relative state of access to basic services across demographic segments of the 
population, in light of claims of accelerated service delivery and demographic 
change in the country. The segmentation uses data on household income 
levels and population group, with access to piped water and to formal hous-
ing as the main service delivery variables of interest. The results show that 
population group appears to be a stronger factor than household income 
level in explaining the variance in level of access to both improved water 
sources and formal housing over the period 1996–2007. 

We hope that you will find this volume of the journal interesting and in-
formative.
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