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AS the AfDB Vice Presidency for Power, Energy, Climate and Green Growth, marks its first 100 days, the Climate Change and Green Growth
Department (PECG) has set itself on firm ground to play a pivotal role in delivering the High 5s through innovative solutions including finance aimed
at addressing climate change challenges in Africa.

Effective adaptation and mitigation actions cannot be undertaken without addressing a number of cross-cutting structural issues such as institutional
capacity development, innovation and technology transfer, and readiness to access climate finance. The Department has taken these into
consideration in formulating the focal areas for its two Divisions - The Climate Finance Division and the Climate Change and Green Growth Division,
to enable the Bank efficiently deploy its technical and financial resources to assist its Regional Member Countries.

The Bank has updated its climate risk screening tool as part of strengthening project sustainability to achieve anticipated developmental outcomes of
the Bank investments. This and other climate safeguard tools, including the greenhouse gas accounting tool, are aimed at ensuring that all Bank
investments fully mainstream climate change into their design and implementation processes.

The ten climate finance funds hosted by the Bank continue to provide a conducive channel to transfer climate finance to countries where it is needed
the most. For example, the African Climate Change Fund (ACCF) was converted into a multi-donor fund to scale up its operations and outreach. The
Fund is particularly working to increase Africa’s readiness to access global climate finance. As an Implementing Entity of the Green Climate Fund
(GCF), Climate Investment Funds (CIF) and the Global Environment Facility (GEF), the Bank is actively sourcing new funding opportunities through
the development of a robust pipeline of green projects to attract co-financing. The first 100 days has seen us set a firm foundation for efficient and
effective delivery. Looking on the horizon, PECG will redouble its efforts to deliver climate action for African countries by prioritizing collaborative
ventures - both public and private.

Anthony Nyong  
Director, Climate Change and Green Growth
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AfDB calls for an off-grid energy revolution
During the Energy Week, the AfDB convened 180 stakeholders from the off-grid energy sector
to discuss possible investment support in the field. In his opening remarks, AfDB President
Adesina stressed the importance of rapid, intelligent, effective and sustainable action to exploit
the continent's substantial energy potential and enable millions of Africans to have access to
modern, clean and affordable electricity.

AfDB supports access to energy in Ghana
The AfDB organized, in partnership with the government of Ghana, a workshop aimed at
discussing politics that favor mini grid extension, as well as energy access in Ghana. The Bank
supports the country’s efforts in this regard most notably through its renewable mini-grids and
stand-alone systems project that fall under the Scaling Up Renewable Energy Program in Low
Income Countries (SREP) of the Climate Investment Funds (CIF).

AfDB: Prioritize energy sector development
At the ministerial segment of the African Union’s first Specialized Technical Committee on
Transport, Intercontinental and Interregional Infrastructure, Energy and Tourism, the Bank called
on participating ministers to prioritize the development of the energy sector with respect to the
enabling role of energy to most other sectors. The meeting served as an opportunity to, among
other things, provide an overview of the progress of the implementation of the New Deal for
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Energy in Africa (See Our Publications) and for the ministers to adopt the Green Mini-grid
Strategy in Africa.

AfDB President Adesina and Kofi Annan urge governments to close Africa’s
energy deficit 
The launch of the Africa Panel Progress (APP) report provided an opportunity for AfDB President
Adesina and APP President Kofi Annan to urge African governments and their partners to step
up efforts to close Africa’s sizeable energy deficit. This report "will allow African countries to
reflect on how to conduct an off-grid electricity revolution within the overall New Deal
framework for energy in Africa," President Adesina emphasized.

AfDB supports Niger electrification project
The Bank has signed a loan and grant agreement with the government of Niger for the Rural,
Peri-Urban and Urban Electrification (PEPERN in French) project. These agreements, totaling
USD 70 million, reflect the Bank's efforts to achieve the targets set out in three of AfDB's high
five priority areas: Light up and power Africa; Industrialize Africa; Improve the quality of life for
the people of Africa.

AfDB supports development of renewable energy in Mali and Uganda through
SREP
The AfDB Board approved a concessional loan of USD 25 million for the financing of a 33 MW
solar photovoltaic project in Mali. The project will be funded by the Scaling up Renewable
Energy Development Program in Low Income Countries (SREP) the Climate Investment Funds
(CIF) and co-financed by AfDB (USD 8.4 million) and the World Bank Group’s IFC (USD 8.4
million).
The Board also approved a USD 2.3 million project preparation grant from SREP to initiate
future investments in decentralized power systems in rural and urban areas in Uganda. The grant
will include the development of an off-grid master plan for the electrification of a number of
islands across Lake Victoria.

SEFA News
The AfDB-managed Sustainable Energy Fund for Africa (SEFA) approved a grant of USD 995,000
for the Republic of The Gambia. The grant will finance a program to promote private investment
in green mini-grids by supporting, most notably, the establishment of a policy, institutional and
regulatory framework specific to the energy sector and the development and financing of
projects.
SEFA also approved a grant of USD 992,000 to support a 7.8 MW hydroelectric project in
Kenya. The project is based on an innovative community ownership structure, whereby financial
returns will accrue to members of the Mutunguru community in Central Kenya.
Meanwhile, Tanzania’s Rural Energy Agency received a USD 870,000 SEFA preparation grant to
support the structuring of the Renewable Energy Investment Facility. The Facility aims to provide
affordable financing for private clean energy projects that will enable rural communities in
Tanzania to access clean energy.

Electricity interconnection projects in DRC, Mozambique and Zambia receive
USD 3.8 million in grants
The AfDB-hosted Nepad Infrastructure Project Preparation Facility (NEPAD-IPPF) approved
grants of USD 3.88 million for the governments of the DRC, Mozambique and Zambia to finance
the completion of two regional interconnection projects: one between the DRC and Zambia and
the other between Zambia and Mozambique.

AfDB supports the rehabilitation of electricity distribution in Sierra Leone
The Bank is providing financial support to Sierra Leone for the rehabilitation and expansion of
the electricity distribution system between Bo and Kenema. The project exemplifies the Bank's
ability to mobilize substantial co-financing in line with the Bank's new business model of
attracting additional resources to the continent.

SEforALL stakeholders call for faster and bolder actions to light up and power
Africa
The fourth workshop on Sustainable Energy for All (SEforALL) provided an opportunity for
stakeholders to discuss the progress made and the challenges still facing the continent in terms
of universal access to energy. Participants stressed the need for a concerted effort focused on
implementation, resource mobilization and enhanced collaboration among all stakeholders.
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New contributions to Africa Climate Change Fund
On March 15, 2017, the Bank's Board of Directors approved the conversion of the Africa Climate
Change Fund (ACCF) into a multi-donor trust fund. Italy and Flanders (Belgium) joined the Fund
with contributions of EUR 4.7 million and EUR 2 million, respectively. The Fund aims to help
African countries scale up their climate finance access to advance the ambitious targets they
have set in their Nationally Determined Contributions.

Nine institutions selected to develop research projects on mitigation and
adaptation in Africa
Following a call for proposals, the African Climate Technology Center selected nine institutions
whose research proposals fall into the following three areas: integration of intermittent
renewable energy technologies into on and off-grid markets; clean cooking solutions; and
technologies for adapting to climate change with respect to water usage.

Development of a market-friendly adaptation mechanism for climate resilience
The Bank, with the support of the Climate Investment Funds, has selected a Swedish
consultancy firm to assist in the development of a global Adaptation Benefit Mechanism (ABM).
The ABM will serve as a business model to encourage private sector investment in climate
change adaptation by sending a price signal to project proponents that will encourage them to
invest in technologies, goods and services that bring verified benefits in terms of adaptation
and resilience to developing economies. Click here for more information about the ABM.

AfDB and Forest Investment Program support forest restoration in Ghana
The AfDB and the Climate Investment Funds’ Forest Investment Program signed a USD 24
million loan agreement with Form Ghana Ltd. This loan will be used to finance an innovative
public-private partnership (PPP) for the restoration of the degraded forest reserve. This project,
the AfDB's first PPP in the forest sector in Ghana, will serve as a business model for other
investors in the sector.

AfDB supports the recovery of Burkina Faso’s cashew sector
Thanks to AfDB support, Burkina Faso received a USD 4 million loan from the Climate
Investment Funds (CIF) under its Forest Investment Program. The loan is intended to boost the
cashew sector and mitigate the effects of climate change. The project, based on an innovative
public-private business model, will bring together the national union of cashew growers
cooperatives and the government.

AfDB and GEF support adaptation to climate change in Malawi and Lesotho
The Global Environment Facility (GEF) Council approved USD 4 million and USD 2.6 million in
financing for Lesotho and Malawi, respectively. These amounts, which are part of additional
AfDB financing projects, will be used to finance two water supply and sanitation projects, a
priority area in the national adaptation action plans of Malawi and Lesotho.

African Water Facility supports climate resilience in Africa
In February, the African Water Facility (AWF) launched the Water Resources Management and
Investment Plan for Somaliland. AWF has provided a EUR 3 million grant to support this project
in order to increase resilience to climate change and reduce the country’s water stress.
The AWF has also provided a EUR 1.6 million grant for a feasibility study on urban sanitation,
drainage and solid waste management in Mozambique’s Chimoio and Inhambane Provinces.
LeThe project will help improve living conditions and strengthen resilience to climate change for
the 310,000 citizens of the two municipalities.
In January 2017, the AWF and the Nepad Infrastructure Project Preparation Facility (NEPAD-
IPPF) signed a letter of understanding with the Orange Senqu River Basin Commission
(ORASECOM). The agreement aims to launch the Climate Resilient Water Resource Investment
Strategy and the preparation of a multi-purpose project for the Orange-Senqu River basin -
shared by Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia and South Africa – in order to promote sustainable
socio-economic growth in the countries bordering the basin.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
22-25 May 2017, Ahmedabad, India:
2017 AfDB Annual Meetings

23-25 May 2017, Washington DC, USA:
52nd GEF Council Meeting

13-14 June 2017, Accra, Ghana :
African Forestry Investment Conference

28-30 June 2017, Benin :
Africa Carbon Forum

 

 

AfDB and African Risk Capacity partner to help countries address climate
disasters
In March, on the sidelines of the African Risk Capacity’s (ARC) Fifth Conference of Parties in
Abidjan, the Bank signed a Memorandum of Understanding formalizing a technical partnership
to enhance risk management infrastructure and policy across Africa to support regional countries
in strengthening their resilience to climatic shocks.

Cooperation between AU Commission, Economic Commission for Africa and
AfDB
The heads of the three institutions held their annual meeting on the sidelines of the African
Union Summit in late January 2017. The meeting provided an opportunity to discuss areas of
strategic cooperation to accelerate Africa's development agenda through the Agenda 2063
Framework, the SDGs and AfDB’s five priority areas - the High 5s. Also on the agenda was the
AfDB-hosted African Renewable Energy Initiative (AREI).
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