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COP19: AfDB makes   the case for green growth in Africa
At COP19 (Warsaw, Poland, November 11-22), the Bank organized a 
meeting with the theme “Africa's transition to green growth: The role of 
the AfDB and other regional institutions”. The AfDB supports African 
countries to make better use of their natural resources and human 
capital. This will allow them to embark on a path of development that 
is at once inclusive, climate resilient and sustainable. 

The Bank also sponsored Transport Day 2013 to place this high CO2 
emitting sector at the heart of the climate change debate. 

A partner organizer of Africa Day (which looked at Climate Change 
and Agricultural Development in Africa), the AfDB stressed the need 
to rethink how the agricultural sector is developing such that it can 
become more resilient to climate change. 

AfDB: Leading finance institution for low-carbon development in Africa
According to the second joint report of multilateral development 
banks (MDBs) on climate finance, the AfDB mobilized US$2.2 billion 
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THE 19TH CONFERENCE OF PARTIES TO THE UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTION 
ON CLIMATE CHANGE (called "COP 19") concluded in November 2013 with a set of important decisions that 
are of special relevance to Africa. Amongst them was the "Warsaw international mechanism for loss and damage", 
which aims at dealing with adverse climate change impacts, particularly in the most vulnerable developing countries. 
Another was the Warsaw Framework for Reducing Emissions and Deforestation (REDD+), which Norway, UK and US 
supported with pledges of US$ 280 million. Additional decisions were made for addressing emissions from land-use 
and advancing the Durban Platform through national "contributions" to emission reductions. Last but not least, the 
Conference advocated for the Green Climate Fund to establish balanced support for mitigation and adaptation, and 
to focus on country driven approaches.

AS CHAIR OF THE BANK'S CLIMATE CHANGE COORDINATION COMMITTEE, I strongly believe that it is the 
role of the Bank, as a key financing institution in Africa, to help countries adapt to climate changes that no longer can 
be avoided. We shall support African countries in attracting more resources for transitioning to climate resilient and 
low carbon development. The range of climate finance instruments we host 
and manage provides a good opportunity for African countries to scale up 
financing for climate-smart investments.
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http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-promotes-green-and-sustainable-growth-in-africa-at-un-climate-talks-in-warsaw-12573/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-promotes-green-and-sustainable-growth-in-africa-at-un-climate-talks-in-warsaw-12573/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-fully-supports-low-carbon-transport-agenda-at-un-climate-talks-12571/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-underscores-climate-solutions-at-africa-day-cop-19-12584/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-excels-as-premiere-institution-financing-low-carbon-development-in-africa-12561/
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Generic-Documents/2012%20-%20MDB%20Climate%20Finance%20Report.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Generic-Documents/2012%20-%20MDB%20Climate%20Finance%20Report.pdf
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in climate finance in 2012, 50% more than in 2011. Mobilizing US$1.7 
billion for low-carbon emission projects (especially those in favour of 
clean energy), the Bank became the number one finance institution 
for the mitigation of climate change on the continent.

CCDA-III: Lobbying for a gradual transition to green growth
At the 3rd Annual Conference on Climate Change and Development 
in Africa (CCDA-III, Ethiopia, 21-23 October), the Bank pushed for 
the continent to benefit more from the strategic partnerships and 
technological advances available in the field of climate change. This 
would, the Bank argued, help accelerate Africa's transformational 
development as well as its battle against poverty and climate change. 

Climate Investment Funds (CIF) encourage private sector mobilization 
in Africa 
CIF and the MDBs issued a call for proposals to mobilize private 
sector investment in the fight against climate change. In this context, 
the AfDB supported proposals from private sponsors willing to 
invest in CIF recipient countries; the proposals were approved in late 
October in Washington. The projects focus on forest management 
(Burkina Faso, Ghana and DRC), renewable energy (Kenya and 
Mali) and resilience to climate shocks (Mozambique). They will be 
developed with AfDB support in coming months.

SEFA fosters the development of renewable energy projects in Africa 
The Africa Renewable Energy Fund, a US$65 million private equity 
investment package for small to medium-sized renewable energy 
projects in sub-Saharan Africa, has just been created. For now, it 
benefits from contributions from the Sustainable Energy Fund for 
Africa (SEFA) (US$35 million); AfDB (US$25 million); and the Global 
Environment Facility (US$4.5 million). 

In addition, the West African Forum for Clean Energy Financing (of 
which SEFA is a partner) awarded the Palme d'Or of its business 
plan competition to a US$21 million project for the production of 
bioethanol and the manufacturing of improved efficiency cook 
stoves. The other projects selected were: an extension of an existing 
solar light distribution business in West Africa; a small hydro project; 
and a seawater desalination system that runs on wave energy.

SREP finances an ambitious renewable energy program in Liberia
At recent meetings of the Climate Investment Funds (CIF) in 
Washington, the investment plan for the Scaling Up Renewable 
Energy Program (SREP) of Liberia was approved. 

The AfDB and the World Bank jointly supported the SREP 
Investment plan preparation. SREP funds account for US$50 million 
of the program's total US$178.5 million budget. This program will 
contribute to the national goal of achieving a 35% electrification rate 
by 2030 (the current rate is 2%).

By the numbers

Our publications

See more on the AfDB website  
(http://bit.ly/1g2FEwE). 

Powering a Climate-Smart Africa - 
2012 Summary of Activities 
A brief about the activities of the Energy, 
Environment and Climate Change 
Department in 2012.

External publications

White paper on 
sustainable energy 
projects in Africa 
From the NGO Africa 
Express of which AFDB is 
a partner
A source of inspiration 
for project promoters, 
funders and policy 
makers.

http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/climate-change-in-africa-afdb-advocates-gradual-transition-to-green-growth-12396/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/six-african-countries-get-new-support-to-bolster-private-sectors-role-in-climate-action-12616/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/six-african-countries-get-new-support-to-bolster-private-sectors-role-in-climate-action-12616/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-invests-us-25-million-and-mobilizes-us-39-5-million-from-sefa-and-gef-in-the-africa-renewable-energy-fund-12553/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/ten-west-africa-clean-energy-projects-celebrated-in-accra-by-sustainable-energy-fund-for-africa-12405/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/ten-west-africa-clean-energy-projects-celebrated-in-accra-by-sustainable-energy-fund-for-africa-12405/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/liberia-set-to-transform-its-renewables-sector-with-50-million-climate-fund-endorsement-12548/
http://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-sectors/initiatives-partnerships/climate-investment-funds-cif/strategic-climate-fund/scaling-up-renewable-energy-program-in-low-income-countries-srep/
http://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-sectors/initiatives-partnerships/climate-investment-funds-cif/strategic-climate-fund/scaling-up-renewable-energy-program-in-low-income-countries-srep/
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Generic-Documents/2012%20-%20Powering%20a%20Climate-Smart%20Africa%20-%20Summary%20of%20Activities.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Generic-Documents/2012%20-%20Powering%20a%20Climate-Smart%20Africa%20-%20Summary%20of%20Activities.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/White%20Paper%20on%20Sustainable%20Energy%20Projects%20in%20Africa.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/White%20Paper%20on%20Sustainable%20Energy%20Projects%20in%20Africa.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/White%20Paper%20on%20Sustainable%20Energy%20Projects%20in%20Africa.pdf
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DRC: Inga 3, the mega hydroelectricity project makes great strides
On 20 November, the AfDB approved US$68 million of funding for a 
project to support the electricity sector and the Inga 3 hydroelectric 
plant in DRC. The plant's potential is estimated at 4,800 MW, slightly 
less than half of the installed capacity of Algeria. A long time partner 
of the project, the Bank's funding represents 43% of the total project 
cost.

AfDB supports the Rusumo hydroelectricity project
The AfDB has allocated US$97.3 million to an 80 MW regional 
hydroelectricity project at Rusumo, on the border between Rwanda 
and Tanzania. It also mobilized US$16 million from the United 
Nations Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All) window of the EU-Africa 
Infrastructure Trust Fund. The SE4All funding will help finance a portion 
of the transmission line that will link the hydroelectric plant to Burundi. 
This project will improve access to energy in Tanzania, Rwanda and 
Burundi.

A pioneering project to electrify the Mano River countries
The AfDB approved the Côte d'Ivoire, Liberia, Sierra Leone and 
Guinea (CLSG) electricity networks interconnection project. The Bank 
Group will invest US$197 million, or 40% of the total project cost. The 
construction of the power line connecting the four countries will help 
improve national electricity access rates, which are currently among the 
lowest in the world. At the same time, it will support the development 
of the countries' hydroelectric potential. 24 million people will benefit 
directly from the project.

Liberia: A sanitation project receives an award at COP19
On 21-22 November, the COP19 nominated and awarded, a prize 
to a project that promotes innovations in sanitation and hygiene for 
the city of Monrovia, Liberia. By improving sanitation in the capital, 
this project will improve public health and resilience to flooding among 
the population. The project received a US$1.63 million grant from the 
African Water Facility, which covers 86% of its total cost.

Burkina Faso: FIP and AfDB support the participatory management of 
protected forests
With the support of the AfDB, Burkina Faso secured a US$11.5 
million grant from the Forest Investment Program (FIP) of the Climate 
Investment Funds (CIF). This grant will go towards the implementation of 
a participatory management project for 12 forest reserves. Specifically, 
it will strengthen their capacity to store carbon and enhance the 
resilience of 5,400 producers (of which 2,700 are women), and – 
directly and indirectly – the livelihoods of the 850,000 people living 
around the project site.

Ghana: African Water Facility supports innovative sanitation project
The African Water Facility has awarded a US$1.36 million grant to 
the Ghanaian NGO TREND (Training, Research and Networking for 
Development) for an innovative sanitation program. The grant will 

Our Projects  
in the Media

Africa's adaptation 
gap - technical 
report 
The report, launched 
on the occasion of 
COP19, provides an 
overview of climate 
change impacts and 

the adaptation challenges and costs for 
Africa.

(http://bit.ly/19KOpaC)

(http://bit.ly/1ivL6MO)

(http://bbc.in/19LUyXp)

(http://huff.to/1hi6owX)

http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/drc-inga-mega-hydropower-plant-implementation-advances-with-afdb-support-12577/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-board-commits-us-113-million-to-regional-rusumo-falls-hydropower-project-12610/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/pioneering-energy-project-to-bring-relief-to-mano-river-union-countries-12527/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/african-water-facility-liberia-sanitation-project-selected-by-unfccc-as-one-of-2013-outstanding-climate-innovations-12532/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/african-water-facility-project-recognized-during-un-climate-talks-in-warsaw-12590/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/burkina-faso-receives-11-5-million-to-increase-forest-carbon-sequestration-and-reduce-rural-poverty-12555/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/burkina-faso-receives-11-5-million-to-increase-forest-carbon-sequestration-and-reduce-rural-poverty-12555/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/african-water-facility-turns-waste-into-commercial-fertilizer-and-energy-while-improving-sanitation-services-for-the-urban-poor-in-ghana-12531/
http://unep.org/pdf/AfricaAdapatationGapreport.pdf
http://unep.org/pdf/AfricaAdapatationGapreport.pdf
http://unep.org/pdf/AfricaAdapatationGapreport.pdf


Cl
im

at
e 

Fin
an

ce
 n

o.
 2

3 
- N

ov
em

be
r-D

ec
em

be
r 2

01
3

4

be used to fund a waste treatment plant with an annual production 
capacity of 500 tons of bio-fertilizer and 580,000 kWh of electricity. 
The project will thus improve the quality of life of the poorest portion of 
the urban population of Accra. 

AfDB calls for the expansion and increased use of climate information in 
Africa
Leveraging its expertise in climate finance, the AfDB cosponsored the 
Africa Climate Conference 2013 (Arusha, Tanzania, 15-18 October). 
The Bank argued for the development of an integrated climate research 
program (biophysical, social, etc.) to inform decision-making and meet 
the specific needs of planners and users.

Status of payments for environmental services in Africa: CIF and AfDB 
provide an update
A workshop dedicated to the status of payments for environmental 
services (PES) in Africa was co-organized by the AfDB and the CIF 
in Tunis on 5-6 November. Specialists from various organizations and 
countries were in attendance. Participants debated extensively the 
successes, challenges and ideal conditions for the success of PESs. 

AfDB and the Asian Development Bank
The 6th meeting of the Asia Solar Energy Forum (Tashkent, Uzbekistan, 
20-23 November) provided an opportunity for the Bank and the Asian 
Development Bank to reflect on their cooperation and how to improve 
the services and assistance they provide to member countries.

Calendar of Events

18-19 January, Abu Dhabi, UAE: 
4th National Assembly of IRENA 
(International Renewable Energy Agency)  

19-23 May, Kigali, Rwanda: 
AfDB Annual Meetings   

21-30 June, Montego Bay, Jamaica: 
Climate Investment Funds Partnership 
Forum

Subscribe to Climate Finance, a publication of the Energy, Environment and Climate Change Department 
(ONEC). For inquiries, please contact climatefinance@afdb.org. To consult Climate Finance archives, go online:  
http://bit.ly/HUcy6K

(http://bit.ly/1kaze4A)

(http://bit.ly/1g2MUZG)

http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-underscores-crucial-role-of-african-knowledge-on-climate-adaptation-at-africa-climate-conference-2013-12403/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-underscores-crucial-role-of-african-knowledge-on-climate-adaptation-at-africa-climate-conference-2013-12403/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-acts-as-international-knowledge-broker-for-key-environmental-mechanism-payment-for-environmental-services-12596/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-acts-as-international-knowledge-broker-for-key-environmental-mechanism-payment-for-environmental-services-12596/
http://bit.ly/1amtEV8
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/asian-development-bank-president-hails-afdbs-work-on-clean-energy-financing-12611/
http://www.irena.org/home/index.aspx?PriMenuID=12&amp;mnu=PriPriMenuID=12&amp;mnu=Pri
http://www.irena.org/home/index.aspx?PriMenuID=12&amp;mnu=PriPriMenuID=12&amp;mnu=Pri
http://www.afdb.org/en/resources/newsletters-area/subscribe-to-e-newsletters/
mailto:climatefinance%40afdb.org?subject=
http://bit.ly/HUcy6K

