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THIS YEAR will be important for energy and climate change in Africa, and for the African Development Bank. At the 
20th UN Conference of the Parties on Climate Change (COP20), which concluded on 14 December 2014, many new 
climate finance pledges were confirmed – US$ 50 million more for the Adaptation Fund, US$ 800 million for the Climate 
Investments Funds US$ 10 billion for the Green Climate Fund (GCF). Yet, we all know that they are not enough – and 
far from the goal of mobilizing jointly USD 100 billion per year by 2020 to address global climate challenges, especially 
in developing countries.

ALSO IN 2015, the GCF will start channeling funds to countries, which must be ready to receive and deploy them 
towards bankable projects. Support to African countries for climate finance readiness is thus key. This is where the 
Bank comes in. The AfDB is committed to support the region's finance readiness through the Africa Climate Change 
Fund, in particular, in the run up to COP21 in Paris. Generally speaking, the Bank will support Africa in attracting more 
climate finance and in scaling financing for climate smart investments. In the 
context of COP21, the Bank will help prepare African negotiators to make a 
convincing case for a post-2020 climate deal that will benefit the continent. 
The Bank is also gearing up for an important internal deadline: the AfDB's 
2012-2015 Climate Change Action Plan draws to a close this year. This is 
our last chance to meet – or better-- the targets. We are excited about the 
challenges and opportunities of the next 12 months and look forward to 
success on all fronts.
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Climate Investment Funds (CIF) gives the green light to 
strengthen African countries' transition to greener growth
The Bank participated in the semi-annual meeting of the CIF 
governing bodies, in its capacity as implementing agency. At the 
meeting, participants agreed to extend the number of CIF beneficiary 
countries in the renewable energy, climate change resilience and 
sustainable forest management sectors. The Bank will support these 
new countries in preparing their investment plans and ensuring that 
CIF funding attracts additional financial support, including from the 
private sector. 

The AfDB's 2014-2016 strategy for Morocco
The AfDB just published the mid-term review of its 2012-2016 
country strategy paper for Morocco. The document emphasizes the 
importance for the country to promote green growth through, among 
others, the development of infrastructure and strategies encouraging 
improved water management and the scaling-up of renewable energy. 
Click here to view the report.

Alex Rugamba 
Director of the Energy, Environment  

and Climate Change Department (ONEC)

https://www.adaptation-fund.org/
https://www.climateinvestmentfunds.org/cif/
https://www.climateinvestmentfunds.org/cif/
http://news.gcfund.org/
http://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-sectors/initiatives-partnerships/africa-climate-change-fund/
http://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-sectors/initiatives-partnerships/africa-climate-change-fund/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/low-income-african-countries-get-go-ahead-for-green-energy-climate-resilience-and-forest-management-13786/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/low-income-african-countries-get-go-ahead-for-green-energy-climate-resilience-and-forest-management-13786/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/morocco-afdb-publishes-its-intervention-strategy-for-2014-2016-13756/
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Morocco_-_Combined_report_-_Country_strategy_paper__2012-2016_CSP__mid-term_review_and_2014_Country_portfolio_performance_review_�_11_2014.pdf
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SEFA: Encouraging private sector investment in renewable 
energy
The Bank made two grants to the Comoros to boost the energy 
sector on the archipelago: US$ 6 million in budget support for a 
reform program in the energy sector; and a US$ 480,000 grant 
from the Sustainable Energy Fund for Africa (SEFA) to prepare a 
geothermal project and facilitate private sector participation.

In Nigeria, SEFA issued another grant for US$ 580,000 for technical 
studies, financial advisory services and an assessment of the 
environmental and social impact of extending of a pilot project of 
Small & Medium Entrepreneurship Fundamentals (SMEFunds), an 
NGO. SMEFunds established the first bioethanol production plant 
for cooking that uses sawdust and water hyacinth. The extension 
of the project involves constructing a bio-refinery with a production 
capacity of 22 million litres of ethanol per year along with 10 micro-
Biogel production plants across the country.

In Ethiopia, SEFA granted US$ 842,000 to dVentus Technologies, 
a company specializing in innovative, energy-efficient technologies. 
The grant will support the preparation of a market study and feasibility 
study for a plant producing electricity meters and certifying them.

Morocco: The Bank supports innovation in the renewable 
energy sector
In November, the Ain Ben Mathar solar thermal power plant received 
the 2014 Excellence Award from the AfDB presidency. Largely 
financed by the Bank, the pioneering plant uses an innovative hybrid 
processing technique that is unique in the world. Specifically, it 
combines a solar module with a conventional natural gas plant (see 
the brochure here). 

In December, the Bank approved two loans for Phase II of the 
Ouarzazate Solar Complex Project, the biggest concentrated solar 
power project in Africa. The financing consisted of a € 100 million 
loan from the AfDB's own resources and a second loan of US $ 119 
million from the Clean Technology Fund of the CIF, which is managed 
by the AfDB. The project is one of the Bank's most innovative 
operations both in terms of the technology used as well as for its 
financing package.

AfDB encourages hydropower promotion in Swaziland
The Bank is providing a grant of approximately US $ 1 million to 
fund a prefeasibility study for the construction of a hydroelectric 
plant in Swaziland, where the potential for hydropower is significant.

DRC is committed to SE4All
Hosted at the Bank, the Africa Hub of the UN’s "Energy for All" 
initiative (SE4All) participated in the Forum on Renewable Energy 
organized by the Democratic Republic of Congo in November 
2014. DRC has requested support from the Hub to implement its 
own SE4All Action Agenda.
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http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/comores-pres-de-6-millions-de-don-de-la-bad-pour-dynamiser-le-secteur-energetique-13764/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/sefa-to-help-scale-up-innovative-clean-cooking-business-in-nigeria-13842/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/sefa-to-support-dventus-technologies-in-the-manufacturing-of-smart-meters-in-ethiopia-13864/
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Presidential_awards_2014_-_Morocco.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afbd-grants-eur176-million-for-the-second-phase-of-the-largest-solar-power-station-in-africa-13828/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afbd-grants-eur176-million-for-the-second-phase-of-the-largest-solar-power-station-in-africa-13828/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-promotes-renewable-energy-investment-in-swaziland-13849/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/drc-to-advance-on-se4all-to-address-energy-access-challenge-and-develop-its-renewable-energy-potential-13802/
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Presidential_awards_2014_-_Morocco.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Presidential_awards_2014_-_Morocco.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Presidential_awards_2014_-_Morocco.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Presidential_awards_2014_-_Morocco.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Presidential_awards_2014_-_Morocco.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Prix_Presidentiel_BAD_-_Projet_de_centrale_thermo-solaire_de_Ain_Beni_Mathar_-_Maroc.pdf
http://cdkn.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/CFAS-GUIDE-to-Climate-Finance-at-COP20.pdf
http://cdkn.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/CFAS-GUIDE-to-Climate-Finance-at-COP20.pdf
http://cdkn.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/CFAS-GUIDE-to-Climate-Finance-at-COP20.pdf
http://www.unep.org/climatechange/adaptation/gapreport2014/portals/50270/pdf/AGR_FULL_REPORT.pdf
http://www.unep.org/climatechange/adaptation/gapreport2014/portals/50270/pdf/AGR_FULL_REPORT.pdf
http://www.usaid.gov/powerafrica/newsroom/newsletter/december2014
http://www.usaid.gov/powerafrica/newsroom/newsletter/december2014
http://www.usaid.gov/powerafrica/newsroom/newsletter/december2014
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In the media

AfDB reaffirms its commitment to developing geothermal in 
East Africa 
The Bank was a key partner of the 5th African Rift Geothermal 
Conference, which took place in October 2014 in Tanzania. At the 
conference, the AfDB presented its experience in geothermal energy 
in East Africa and detailed opportunities offered by the region.

AfDB at COP20: Advocating an increase in climate finance 
for Africa
During COP20, the Bank supported the group of African negotiators 
to ensure the inclusion of African positions in the next agreement 
on climate change, which will be finalized at COP21 in Paris. Both 
at the ministerial meeting and during Africa Day, which took place 
on the side lines of COP20, emphasis was placed on: the need 
for the continent to adapt to climate change, the lack of funding 
dedicated to adaptation, and the need to prepare African countries 
to access available climate finance. At the working dinner organized 
by ClimDev-Africa, the debate focused on the need to strengthen 
meteorological and hydrological observation networks in Africa. 
The ClimDev-Africa Special Fund, the financial arm of the program 
hosted by the AfDB, has an initial budget of € 33 million to carry out 
this work on the observation networks. The fund has approved its 
first project at an approximate cost of € 1 million for Ethiopia (see 
next article).
To learn more, watch:
• AfDB and climate change;
• Interview with AfDB Vice President Abu Sabaa;
• Interview with Alex Rugamba, Director, AfDB Energy, 

Environment and Climate Change Department.

Ethiopia: First country to access funding from the ClimDev-
Africa Special Fund
The ClimDev-Africa Special Fund awarded a US$ 1 million grant 
to Ethiopia to improve its climate information and warning systems 
and to enhance the use of both in decision-making. Ethiopia has 
recognized the threat climate change poses to its development. 
In fact, the country included issues relating to mitigation and 
adaptation in its national strategy for 2025.

AfDB supports drought resilience and sustainable livelihoods 
in the Horn of Africa
The Bank approved a second resilience program for US $ 133 million, 
which will allow countries in the Horn of Africa to fight drought and 
famine. This program targets Eritrea, Ethiopia, Somalia and Sudan 
and will help increase the income of farmers and pastoralists, and 
improve irrigation systems. Some 20 million farmers and pastoralists 
– 50% of whom are women – will benefit directly from this program.

African Water Facility: Climate at the heart of its operations
As underscored at the Positive Economy Forum in Le Havre in 
September 2014, the AWF is working to reduce water stress and 
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http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-reaffirms-its-support-to-geothermal-development-in-east-africa-13725/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-reaffirms-its-support-to-geothermal-development-in-east-africa-13725/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/climate-negotiations-in-lima-africa-needs-to-speak-with-one-voice-to-defend-its-priorities-and-interests-13843/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/africa-sets-path-to-the-post-2015-new-climate-agreement-discussed-during-africa-day-at-cop-20-13850/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/clim-dev-africa-providing-more-and-better-climate-services-to-enhance-adaptation-to-climate-change-13854/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/clim-dev-africa-providing-more-and-better-climate-services-to-enhance-adaptation-to-climate-change-13854/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/multimedia/video/cop20-afdb-and-climate-change-931/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/multimedia/video/cop20-vp-abou-sabaa-the-urgent-need-of-a-climate-resilient-agriculture-933/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/multimedia/video/alex-rugamba-financing-climate-smart-development-in-africa-934/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/ethiopia-grabs-first-climdev-special-fund-grant-13853/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/ethiopia-grabs-first-climdev-special-fund-grant-13853/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-approves-major-drought-resilience-and-sustainable-livelihood-programs-in-four-horn-of-africa-countries-13807/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-approves-major-drought-resilience-and-sustainable-livelihood-programs-in-four-horn-of-africa-countries-13807/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/la-fae-a-la-conference-du-havre-en-france-une-meilleure-gestion-de-leau-condition-dun-developpement-economique-durable-13664/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/la-fae-a-la-conference-du-havre-en-france-une-meilleure-gestion-de-leau-condition-dun-developpement-economique-durable-13664/
http://vimeo.com/114243279
http://vimeo.com/114243279
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x230mpr_debat-du-07-08-14-meet-africa-partie-2_news
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x230mpr_debat-du-07-08-14-meet-africa-partie-2_news
http://rise.worldbank.org/~/media/GIAWB/RISE/Documents/RISE-Pilot-Report.pdf
http://rise.worldbank.org/~/media/GIAWB/RISE/Documents/RISE-Pilot-Report.pdf
http://rise.worldbank.org/~/media/GIAWB/RISE/Documents/RISE-Pilot-Report.pdf
http://www.africaprogresspanel.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/20141126_Expert_meeting_short_LR.pdf
http://www.africaprogresspanel.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/20141126_Expert_meeting_short_LR.pdf
http://climatepolicyinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Moving-to-a-Low-Carbon-Economy-The-Financial-Impact-of-the-Low-Carbon-Transition.pdf
https://germanwatch.org/en/download/10350.pdf
https://germanwatch.org/en/download/10350.pdf
https://germanwatch.org/en/download/10350.pdf
http://global-climatescope.org/en/download/reports/climatescope-2014-report-en.pdf
http://www.ren21.net/Portals/0/documents/activities/Regional%20Reports/ECOWAS_EN.pdf
http://www.ren21.net/Portals/0/documents/activities/Regional%20Reports/ECOWAS_EN.pdf
http://www.ren21.net/Portals/0/documents/activities/Regional%20Reports/ECOWAS_EN.pdf
http://www.ren21.net/Portals/0/documents/activities/Regional%20Reports/ECOWAS_EN.pdf
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the negative impacts of climate change on water resources in 
Africa.
During the last quarter of 2014, AWF provided a € 3 million grant to 
Somalia for a project to support the preparation of an investment 
plan to strengthen water security and resilience to climate change. 
The grant will also go towards projects that benefit some 3.5 million 
people in urban and rural areas as well as 2 million pastoralists.
In Nigeria, the AWF awarded a € 2 million grant to the Hadejia-
Jama'are-Komadugu-Yobe Basin Trust Fund for the preparation 
of an action plan for water resources management. Fifteen million 
people who depend on the basin will benefit from this plan.
In December, the AWF also announced a € 3.4 million grant for 
Mozambique to conduct a feasibility study on the development 
of a climate change adaptation project for the Lower Limpopo. 
The project involves the construction of infrastructure to protect 
the basin from floods and droughts, thereby ensuring food security 
through increased agricultural production.

Calendar of Events

13-15 April 2015, New York, USA:
The Future of Energy Summit 2015, 
Bloomberg New Energy Finance

15-17 April 2015, Mauritius:
Africa Carbon Forum

22-23 April 2015, Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates:
World Green Economy Summit 2015

To subscribe to Climate Finance, a publication of the Energy, Environment and Climate Change Department (ONEC), 
unsubscribe or for inquiries, please contact climatefinance@afdb.org. Click here for Climate Finance archives.

Africa Pushes for Adaptation As a 
Priority At Lima Climate Change 
Conference (AllAfrica)

Another African resource curse? 
IEA says energy boom not helping 
poorest (Fortune)

Power Africa: US Treasure Secretary visits an AfDB-financed 
power supply substation in Tanzania
US Treasure Secretary Jack Lew visited the Sokoine power supply 
substation in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. The Bank financed a US$ 
50 million expansion project for this substation to improve electricity 
supply for both economic activity as well as for the population of the 
region. Ultimately, the expansion project will double the production 
capacity of the substation.

World Bank and AfDB partner to reinforce climate change 
resilience in Africa 
At a joint meeting, the World Bank and the AfDB stressed the 
importance of improving hydrological and meteorological data 
collection and dissemination systems on the continent. The AfDB-
hosted ClimDev Special Fund will mobilise € 20 million to strengthen 
the capacity of regional climate centres in Africa and assist in 
installing forecasting systems and disseminating weather information 
to beneficiaries.

Africa pushes for commitment at 
COP20 (Media Club South Africa)

http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/african-water-facility-helps-build-resilience-to-climate-change-for-millions-of-pastoralists-in-somalia-13771/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/african-water-facility-helps-build-resilience-to-climate-change-for-millions-of-pastoralists-in-somalia-13771/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/african-water-facility-supports-the-development-of-komadugu-yobe-basin-in-nigeria-13596/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/mozambique-awf-supports-multi-purpose-water-storage-project-to-build-climate-resilience-in-limpopo-river-basin-13857/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/mozambique-awf-supports-multi-purpose-water-storage-project-to-build-climate-resilience-in-limpopo-river-basin-13857/
http://about.bnef.com/summit/about/
http://about.bnef.com/summit/about/
http://www.wclimate.com/wges2015/
mailto:climatefinance%40afdb.org?subject=
http://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-sectors/sectors/climate-change/climate-finance-newsletter/
http://allafrica.com/stories/201412120384.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201412120384.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201412120384.html
http://bit.ly/1qZVNvu
http://fortune.com/2014/10/13/another-african-resource-curse-iea-says-energy-boom-not-helping-poorest/
http://fortune.com/2014/10/13/another-african-resource-curse-iea-says-energy-boom-not-helping-poorest/
http://fortune.com/2014/10/13/another-african-resource-curse-iea-says-energy-boom-not-helping-poorest/
http://bit.ly/1qonw5o
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/us-treasury-secretary-visits-afdb-financed-power-supply-sub-station-in-tanzania-in-the-context-of-power-africa-13732/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/us-treasury-secretary-visits-afdb-financed-power-supply-sub-station-in-tanzania-in-the-context-of-power-africa-13732/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/building-resilience-to-climate-change-world-bank-and-afdb-partner-to-improve-hydrological-and-meteorological-systems-in-africa-13815/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/building-resilience-to-climate-change-world-bank-and-afdb-partner-to-improve-hydrological-and-meteorological-systems-in-africa-13815/
http://www.afdb.org/fr/news-and-events/article/building-resilience-to-climate-change-world-bank-and-afdb-partner-to-improve-hydrological-and-meteorological-systems-in-africa-13815/
http://www.mediaclubsouthafrica.com/economy/4101-africa-pushes-for-commitment-at-cop20
http://www.mediaclubsouthafrica.com/economy/4101-africa-pushes-for-commitment-at-cop20
http://bit.ly/1onbtmo

