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There could perhaps have been no better end to 2015 than the adoption of the Paris
Agreement by 196 Parties during the UN Climate Change Conference in December.
Following nearly two decades of talks, the Parties agreed to reduce global warming to “well
below 2°C and pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C above pre-
industrial levels” by embracing clean energy options, while developed countries maintained
their pledge to raise at least US$ 100 billion a year by 2020 to help developing countries
transform their economies accordingly. For the African continent, this is good news. But the
work has only just begun.

The tremendous turnout for events at the COP21 Africa Pavilion, jointly sponsored by the
African Union Commission, UN Economic Commission for Africa and AfDB, reinforced the
importance of communicating our regional challenges, sharing best practices and working
together to achieve our future green goals. While continual financing is needed, innovative
solutions tailored to meet regional needs will be just as important.

Aligned with regional priorities, the Africa Renewable Energy Initiative (AREI) and the Africa
Adaptation Initiative were launched. The AREI has received strong support and financial
pledges from partners. The Paris Agreement further acknowledges the need to promote
universal access to sustainable energy in developing countries, in particular in Africa,
through the enhanced deployment of renewable energy.

Moving forward, collective action and initiatives like the AREI and Africa Adaptation
Initiative will be essential to ensuring a sustainable climate smart future.

Alex Rugamba
Director of the Energy, Environment and Climate Change Department (ONEC)

Africa at COP21 – Three Gives to the rest
of the world, and three Asks
by Akinwumi Adesina

Learn more here on the AfDB website or here on
The Guardian website

 

Inauguration of the African Pavilion at COP21

 

"The Summit marked a historic moment, when 196 Parties chose to stand on the side of justice and common sense.
And the voice of Africa has been heard – loud and clear. African countries came to COP21 well prepared with a unified

narrative, a clear agenda, and a bottom line for a fair deal."
Akinwumi Adesina

Learn more...

 
Africa Pavilion Inauguration: a clear and unanimous
message
During the inauguration of the Africa Pavilion, the AfDB President
reiterated the necessity for a final agreement that meets the needs
of the continent. "Africa needs greater financial resources for
adaptation. The continent suffers unjustly from climate change, but
we must ensure that it does not suffer unjustly from climate
financing. AfDB has committed to triple its climate financing
bringing its total to US$ 5 billion per year by 2020," he emphasized.

Learn more...

Africa needs more financing for adaptation
Africa’s needs in terms of financing for adaptation was the focus of a

Renewable energy, considerable potential and a
fundamental way forward for the future
The AfDB-supported Africa Renewable Energy Initiative launched at
the climate negotiations shows considerable potential for the future.
This ambitious program, aligned with the Bank’s New Deal for
Energy in Africa, aims to add an additional 10 GW and 300 GW of
renewable energy capacity to the African energy sector by 2020 and
2030, respectively, and is endorsed and supported by the
Governments of France, Germany, U.S., and Canada. The Bank will
house the unit in charge of implementing the Initiative.

Learn more...

The AfDB also led the debate on the creation of a favorable
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meeting moderated by the AfDB. 14% of financing mobilized in the
world in the fight against climate change is allocated to adaptation
and Africa receives only 4%. The Bank spent US$ 2.3 billion for
adaptation over the past four years, however the continent will
require significantly more resources to continue to adapt to the
expected rise in temperatures.

Learn more...

Africa may benefit from new Global Environment
Facility funding
AfDB views the commitment of 11 countries to allocate US$ 248
million to the Least Developed Countries Fund, an instrument of the
Global Environment Facility (GEF), as an opportunity to support
adaptation measures in the most vulnerable countries, mostly
African. The AfDB, the second largest implementing agency in
terms of mobilized volume for adaptation out of the 18 GEF
accredited agencies, plays an important role. In late October 2015,
the portfolio of adaptation projects financed by the AfDB and GEF
amounted to US$ 600 million.

Learn more...

AfDB: "The climate, an opportunity for Africa to thrive
and adapt"
AfDB reiterated its willingness to consider the challenges of climate
change as an opportunity to promote sustainable development
during an event organized by the European Union on international
climate finance (see the document drafted for COP under "Our
publications"). Leader in mobilizing funds for the economic and
social development of the continent, the Bank committed nearly
US$ 7 billion in climate finance between 2011 and 2014.

Learn more...

AfDB: "Those who pollute the most should do more to
safeguard the planet"
During a meeting organized by the MDBs at COP21, the AfDB
President stressed the need for big polluters to take responsibility
by reducing their greenhouse gas emissions, as well as financing
adaptation measures for countries the most vulnerable to climate
change, the majority of which are African. He added that "the Bank
is ready to support larger climate financing efforts."

Learn more...

Multilateral development banks commit to increase
climate finance
In a joint declaration issued during COP21, six multilateral
development banks (MDBs), including the AfDB, pledged to work
together to mobilize significant investments in favor of climate
action. Since 2011, MDBs have spent about US$ 100 billion in the
fight against climate change in developing and emerging countries.
They committed to increase their financing and create additional
financial leverage that will support the promise of mobilizing US$
100 billion per year by 2020.

Learn more...

Furthermore, in a joint statement, eight MDBs, including AfDB,
announced their intentions to intensify efforts in the fight against
climate change in the transport sector. AfDB, as the premier
financing institution in the sector in Africa, will prioritize innovative
transport solutions and means that take into account climate-related
challenges.

Learn more...

Green growth
During a panel discussion devoted to green growth strategies in
Africa, AfDB stated that it would triple its climate finance in the

environment for private sector investment in renewable energy. By
seizing this opportunity, it could help increase the electricity access
rate in rural areas in Africa, currently at 15%.

Learn more...

Programs and initiatives needed for consistency in the
energy sector 
During a debate on the coordination of pan-African initiatives on
energy, the AfDB stressed the need to establish a framework to
ensure consistency of programs and initiatives, avoid duplication of
efforts and maximize results and impacts on the continent.

Learn more...

Adaptation and agricultural transformation in Africa are
closely linked
Agricultural transformation in Africa can only be achieved if the
continent has the necessary resources to adapt to climate change.
That was the message drilled in by the AfDB President during a
debate held at COP21 on climate variability and change and its
impact on the continent’s agricultural transformation agenda.

Learn more...

A meeting between the AfDB President, parliamentarians and
representatives of African civil society was an opportunity to discuss
the commitment of the Bank to benefit those who work off the land,
small farmers and pastoralists, from climate financing.

Learn more...

The creation of a new initiative, Affirmative Finance Action for
Women, announced by the AfDB during COP21, is part of this
framework. This initiative is intended to provide financial support to
women working in agriculture and agribusiness, particularly
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. This program will
enhance their resilience and adaptive capacity. A budget of US$ 300
million will be allocated to de-risk financing by commercial banks
and microfinance institutions to innovative agricultural projects
initiated by women.

Learn more...

Water: priority in fight against climate change
The AfDB organized a high-level meeting on "Prioritizing water in
the new funding mechanism for the fight against climate change: an
opportunity for Africa." For Africa, the impacts of climate change
will cost the continent between 1.5 to 3% of GDP by 2030, not
including the additional costs related to water insecurity. The
continent’s water-related needs are part of adaptation efforts and
should be given priority in any funding mechanisms related to the
fight against climate change.

Learn more...

The case of Lake Chad is a striking example of the impact of climate
change particularly on the communities dependent upon it. The
problem of water management, access to safe water and sanitation
are integral to the action plan announced at COP21 to which AfDB
will contribute.

Learn more...

Climate information, a must for adaptation to climate
change.
On December 4, in partnership with the AfDB and the World
Meteorological Organization, the World Bank announced the launch
of a US$ 600 million program entitled "Building resilience to climate
change and disasters in Sub-Saharan Africa." This program echoes
the ClimDev-Africa Initiative supported by AfDB and aims to
modernize the continent’s national and regional weather services.

Learn more...
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coming years to US$ 5 billion per year by 2020. These funds will be
distributed among the five regional flagship programs including one
which focuses on the green economy.

Learn more...

Green growth was also at the heart of a debate on sustainable
development financing streams. In the framework of its green
growth strategy, AfDB places importance on funding that takes into
account climate change and prioritizes actions aimed at improving
access to electricity and food security in Africa.

Learn more...

During a high-level debate on Africa's progress in preparing for a
green, climate-resilient and low-carbon economy, AfDB also recalled
that in 2014 it began working on 22 project proposals under the
Africa Climate Change Fund (ACCF). The Fund, initially created with
support from Germany, is expected to become a multi-donor fund.
During COP21, Italy announced a contribution of € 4.7 million to
the ACCF, in addition to its contribution of US$ 7.4 million to the
Sustainable Energy Fund for Africa. On December 11, the ACCF
also approved a sixth project for 2015 to strengthen Zanzibar’s
national capacity and integrate climate resilience into development
planning.

Learn more...

The question of the availability of climate information and
accessibility to communities at risk of climate disaster was also
discussed within the confines of the Africa Pavilion. The focus was
particularly on the need to strengthen national meteorological
centers like the Clim-Dev Africa program to modernize the five
regional meteorology centers in Africa supported by the AfDB.

Learn more...

Capacity building and technology to tackle climate
change
The AfDB stressed the need to adopt new ways of developing
capacity better adapted to the needs of green growth. Improving
appropriate skills and human capital would allow many African
countries to adapt to climate change and engage fully on the path

to green growth.
Learn more...

During a debate on eco-innovation strategies in the fight against
climate change, AfDB focused on the possible role of academic
institutions in new skills training and researching innovative
ecological solutions to conquer new markets. Examples of 100%-
African technological innovations were presented at the African
Pavilion.

Learn more...

 

Our publications  In the media

• This may be the biggest news yet
to come out of the Paris climate
meeting (The Washington Post)

• The heat is on in Paris: Who is
going to pay the price? (France 24)

• Climate change: What's at stake for
African countries? (France 24) : Part 1
and Part 2

 

• African Union Introduces $20 Billion
Renewable Energy Plan (Bloomberg
Business)

• Akinwumi Adesina: We must have
'climate justice' (BBC)

 

IN THE AfDB BLOGS AfDB photo gallery at COP21 AfDB video gallery at COP21
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