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AS WE EMBARK upon the 22nd Conference of the Parties to the UN Climate Change Convention, also known as COP22, twenty-one African
countries have already ratified the Paris Agreement — a testament to their willingness to integrate actions against climate change into their
development strategies, in line with not only the Agreement, but also the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

The African Development Bank continues to provide the necessary financial and technical assistance to member country efforts to ensure
development gains are not stalled by climate change. The Bank has aligned itself to the new global development and climate agenda through a
restructuring process fit for purpose to deliver Africa’s development goals. As Africa’s development bank, mobilizing adequate means of
implementation for African Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) is a priority for us at COP22. It for this reason that the Bank supports a
common position for Africa at the climate change negotiations process.

The Bank has crafted a robust agenda through its High 5s which aim to stimulate inclusive, green, ethical growth while respecting the environment.
These development priorities strive for: universal access to electricity by 2025; food self-sufficiency and better nutrition; economic diversification and
a rise in value-added products; improved quality of life for Africans thanks to job creation, greater access to drinking water and sanitation, more
robust health systems; and greater regional integration.

Considering the less than optimal finances flowing to the African continent to fight against climate change, mobilizing and optimizing these funds
remains a priority for the Bank. In addition to the US$5 billion the Bank intends to allocate from its own funds annually from now until 2020, the Bank
continues to explore opportunities offered by the financing instruments it has created or manages, such as the African Climate Change Fund,
Climate Investment Funds, Global Environment Facility or the Green Climate Fund, and other donors.

COP22, the fourth COP to take place on African soil, offers the continent a tremendous opportunity to push for the materialization of international
commitments vis-à-vis the Paris Agreement and to defend its interests toward low carbon and climate resilient development.

Alex Rugamba  
Director of the Energy, Environment and Climate Change Department (ONEC)
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AfDB - championing Africa’s agenda @COP22
Given its experience supporting African countries in previous COPs, and aware of the stakes at
COP22 for the continent, the Bank organized a meeting for African ambassadors based in
Morocco together with the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and the COP22
Steering Committee. The 31 August meeting helped prepare countries and support ongoing
efforts for the continent’s coordinated participation. To further this agenda, the Bank also made
available to the Moroccan government a panel of climate experts to assist in the preparation
and organization of COP22.
The Bank is also a member of the joint committee responsible for the management of the
Pavillon Afrique, a COP must-see, dedicated to discussions and debate, embodying the unity of
Africa and its willingness to act in the face of climate change-related challenges. For more
information and to follow AfDB-related COP22 news, please visit
http://www.afdb.org/en/cop22/.

Seven Climate Investment Funds pilot countries ratify Paris Agreement
Cameroon, Ghana, Madagascar, Mali, Morocco, Niger and Uganda are the seven Climate
Investment Funds pilot countries which ratified the Paris Agreement and submitted their
nationally determined contributions. Representing a total budget of US$ 8.3 billion, they are
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therefore required to reduce their GHG emissions in accordance with the Paris Agreement’s
global ambitions.

 

 
SEFA at the heart of enabling small and medium scale green investments
Niger received a donation of almost US$ 1 million from the AfDB-hosted Sustainable Energy
Fund for Africa (SEFA) to promote green mini-grid projects and facilitate private investment in
the subsector. The program is aligned with the AfDB’s "New Deal for Energy in Africa," and the
Africa Renewable Energy Initiative objectives.
Elsewhere, the Deep Ocean Water Application project on the island of Mauritius, which
benefited from a SEFA grant of US$ 1 million in 2014, has entered a new stage with the arrival of
a marine engineering platform in Port Louis. The vessel will carry out prerequisite marine surveys
to introduce and construct an innovative building cooling system which uses cold ocean water.
The project objective is to reduce electricity consumption and avoid the emission of 40,000 tons
of CO2.
Finally, thanks to SEFA support, the Climate Technology Initiative’s Private Financing Advisory
Network launched its third annual West Africa Forum for Clean Energy Financing competition
(WAFCEF-3) during ECOWAS Sustainable Energy Week (17-19 October). The competition is
open to projects requiring an initial investment of more than US$ 1 million. The deadline for
proposal submission is 12 December 2016.

SE4All Africa hub news
The Africa hub of the AfDB-hosted Sustainable Energy for All initiative (SE4All) launched an
online technical assistance service to help mini-grid project developers during the 3rd
International Off-Grid Renewable Energy Conference which took place on 1 October in Nairobi.
Aside from available online documentation, the platform allows developers to benefit from
personalized support. The service is part of a larger green mini-grid market development
program implemented by SE4All and funded by SEFA.
Meanwhile, many countries have benefited from Bank technical assistance to develop action
agendas and investment prospectuses for SE4All.
In Angola, these documents were discussed at a validation workshop held in Luanda on 28
August, which brought together government, private sector, development partners, civil society
and academic representatives.
In Nigeria, the National Council of Power adopted the SE4All action agenda in July, in addition
to the national action plan for renewable energy and energy efficiency.
In Tanzania, SE4All action agendas and investment prospectuses were officially launched by the
Minister of Energy and Minerals.
And finally, In Zimbabwe, the SE4All action agenda was the subject of a validation workshop on
20 October.
The action agenda represents these countries’ long-term visions of the energy sector as well as
their national implementation framework with respect to Sustainable Development Goal 7 on
energy.

AfDB engages the youth in renewable energy innovations
Africa Bio-Energy Team is a group of six young innovators, winners of an innovation weekend
organized by the Bank in October 2015 in Abidjan. The group, which aims to produce energy
from biogas waste for the Ivorian market, conducted a field visit to Biogas Technologies Africa
Ltd. in Accra, Ghana, accompanied by members of the Bank’s African Development Institute.

New AfDB report on the renewable energy sector and youth employment
The latest Bank report on the renewable energy sector and youth employment in the Maghreb
provides an overview of the sector and highlights what its development could bring in terms of
impact on related subsectors, job creation, scientific research and new business opportunities.
Click here to read the report.
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World Food Day: Adapting African agriculture to climate change realities
World Food Day, celebrated on 18 October, was an opportunity to recall the AfDB's efforts in
the fight against climate change in the agricultural sector. The Bank plans to strengthen its
climate resilience efforts in its Feed Africa Strategy, by devoting funds to climate adaptation and
mitigation efforts and adopting climate-smart agriculture.

An innovative public-private partnership for sustainable forests in Ghana
On 22 September the Bank approved a project to restore degraded forest reserves and double
a sustainable plantation in Ghana. The project, the result of a first-of-its-kind Public-Private
Partnership, is backed by a US$ 10 million concessional loan from the Climate Investment
Funds’ Forest Investment Program and supplemented with US$14 million in co-financing from
the AfDB. The project is expected to sequester approximately 2.8 million tons of CO2 over 40
years, manage 11,700 ha of forest plantations sustainably, and create 400 direct full-time jobs
and 600 direct seasonal jobs.

African Water Facility: Improving Mozambique’s resilience to climate change
The African Water Facility has granted EUR 1.8 million to finance a development plan and
feasibility studies for the municipalities of Chimoio (Northwest) and Inhambane (south), whose
310,000 inhabitants face serious flooding and sanitation problems. The expected improvement
of sewerage, drainage and solid waste management will reduce vulnerability to climate risks and
improve health.

AfDB and GEF, smartly developing the Songwe River Basin
The Global Environment Facility has approved US$ 6.3 million for a regional project co-financed
by the AfDB to strengthen cross-border cooperation and integrated management of natural
resources in the Songwe River Basin. This river, shared by Malawi and Tanzania, is facing growing
human and climatic stress threatening communities and natural habitats. GEF funding aims to
improve trans boundary basin management and reduce degradation.
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