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Let me start by 
welcoming you to 
our first edition of 
“LinkAfrica”, the African 

Development Bank’s newsletter 
dedicated to transport and 
telecommunications.

As you know, this sector 
is crucial for the sustainable development of 
our continent. There simply cannot be any 
real inclusive growth, opening of land-locked 
countries, regional integration or substantial 
improvement in the quality of life of our citizens – 
especially women – without robust infrastructure.

This newsletter comes at an opportune time 
to fill a communication gap. “LinkAfrica” is the 
missing link connecting what the Bank does on 
the ground with all the various stakeholders in our 
sector namely ministries, development partners, 
sector experts, executive agencies, NGOs, 
media or simply the users of the projects we are 
privileged to finance. 

Indeed, the AfDB has a lot to share in this 
sector. We are the partner of choice for the 
financing of transport infrastructure – national, 
regional or continent wide – , and the Bank 
has financed structural, innovative projects 
acclaimed by beneficiary countries and awarded 
internationally.

The Bank has also built up substantial 
knowledge and expertise in the transportation 
sector in Africa, through numerous pertinent 
economic and sector studies, both carried out 
and financed either for the Bank or for our clients. 

The “LinkAfrica” newsletter aims at sharing this 
wealth of experience and knowledge, focusing 
on the development of the human potential, and 
focusing on the impact of our operations.

Like me, you will probably be touched reading 
in this edition the testimonies of mothers, 
businessmen and students telling us how their 
lives have been transformed since the opening in 
November 2012 of the Nairobi – Thika Highway. 

“LinkAfrica” promises to capture and share 
more transformational testimonies in 2013. 

Happy reading! 
Gilbert Mbesherubusa

Vice President Infrastructure,
Private Sector and Regional Integration

The missing link

T he Nairobi-Thika superhighway was 
launched by the president of Kenya 
Mwai Kibaki and the president of 

the African Development Bank Donald 
Kaberuka on 9 November 2012.

Described by the Kenyan president as 
‘the most ambitious infrastructure project in 
Kenya’s history’, the eight-lane ultra-mod-
ern superhighway stretching from the city of 
Nairobi all the way to the outskirts of Thika 
town some fifty kilometers away will deeply 
change the lives of millions of persons.

“The Nairobi-Thika superhighway is a 
national pride,” said Kenyan president, 
Mwai Kibaki. “It is the first modern highway 
infrastructure in Kenya’s history, contribut-
ing to achieve the country’s goal of reach-
ing middle-income status by 2030.”

FEATURE STORY

Launch of the Nairobi-Thika superhighway in Kenya 

“A dream realized”
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The road in pictures and testimonies

The crossing over the Falémé before and after development    The Bamako-Dakar road via Kayes and Kénieba, before and after 
construction of the southern Bamako-Dakar corridor. 
Several accidents have taken place on this section.

It used to take 2 days to travel from Bamako to Kénieba. It now takes 5 hours.

Mamadou Kamissoko, 
Deputy Mayor of Kokofata

“The road construction has had many benefits. Set-
tlements have become villages and villages are grow-
ing. The villages on the other side of the Ballé River 

are now accessible in any season. Financially, people are better-off, 
because they used to have to pay FCFA 5000 FCFA to reach a vil-
lage 12 kilometres away. 
In the dry season, there is no water, rainfall drops and the wells dry 
up. This is a serious problem, because the main activities are agri-
culture and livestock farming. With the new boreholes, people have 
drinking water for themselves and for their animals too. It’s not enough 
though, because some villages still need boreholes. 
The project has supported all of the settlements near the road. Stu-
dents are reassured.” 

Gounta Soumano, social worker

“The road construction has had many benefits. 
Settlements have become villages and villages are 
growing. The villages on the other side of the Ballé 
River are now accessible in any season. Financially, 

people are better-off, because they used to have to pay FCFA 5000 
FCFA to reach a village 12 kilometres away.”
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T he Road Improvement and 
Transport Facilitation on 
the Bamako-Dakar Corri-

dor Project is the African Develop-
ment Bank’s infrastructure project 
of the year. The project is the win-
ner, for the Infrastructure category, 
of the United States Treasury Inau-
gural Development Impact Honors 
Award.

The U.S. Treasury launched 
the Development Impact honors 
award competition for multilateral 
development banks last year in the 
following categories: education, 
environment/climate, food secu-
rity, health, infrastructure, private 
sector, women and girls. 

The Road Improvement and 
Transport Facilitation on the 
Bamako-Dakar Corridor Project, 
which won the award in 2012, was 

approved on 21 December 2005 
with a loan of USD 83 million and a 
grant of USD 11.251 million.

The project was designed to 
help strengthen economic inte-
gration and sub-regional coop-
eration in West Africa; to open 
up the hinterland countries of the 
sub-region and to establish a per-
manent highway link through the 
south between Mali and Sene-
gal; and to remove constraints on 
movement so as to reduce over-
all transport costs and foster eco-
nomic exchanges between the two 
countries.

“We are indeed proud of this 
project which is part of the Trans-
sahélienne highway that links 
Dakar (Senegal) to Port Soudan 
(Soudan) through Bamako (Mali), 
Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso), 

Niamey (Niger), Kano (Nigeria) 
and N’Djamena (Chad). The pro-
ject adds to the highway a sec-
tion called “route communautaire” 
by UEMOA Members. This miss-
ing link of this African Highway 
and is also part of the short term 
Action Plan of NEPAD,” President 
Kaberuka said at the award cere-
mony in Washington D.C., chaired 
by treasury Secretary, Timothy 
Geithner and attended by mem-
bers of the U.S. Congress and 
other prominent personalities.

Closing the infrastructure defi-
cit is vital for economic prosperity 
and sustainable development in 
Africa. This is more so, consider-

ing Africa’s challenging economic 
geography that requires huge infra-
structure for the continent to realize 
its growth potential and equitably 
share the benefits of an increas-
ingly connected global economy.

“As I accept this award on 
behalf of the African Development 
Bank, I would like to remind all our 
partners that what we are doing 
today is planting a seed for the 
future. You can rest assured that 
this award is a sign that we are on 
the right path and that with con-
certed effort, we will do better,” 
President Kaberuka emphasized 
amidst a huge applause from the 
audience. 
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T he Africa Transport Policy 
Program (SSATP) 2012 
Annual Meetings, held in 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 11-13 
December 2012, has adopted new 
priority areas for 2014-2017. The 
four cluster areas discussed and 
adopted by the assembly include 
regional integration, connectiv-
ity and cohesion; urban transport 
and mobility; road safety; emerging 
issues and specific needs.

The Africa Transport Policy 
Program (SSATP) is a well-estab-
lished international partnership to 

facilitate policy development and 
related capacity building in the 
transport sector in Africa. It com-
prises of 36 countries, 8 regional 
economic communities, public and 
private sector organizations, and 
international development agen-
cies and organizations. Since its 
inception, SSATP has become well 
recognized and respected as the 
foremost transport policy develop-
ment forum in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
bringing together key decision 
makers and stakeholders, while 
developing networks of specialists 

(researchers, operators and con-
sultants) in most transport related 
fields in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Strong partnership
SSATP is financed by devel-

opment partners’ contributions 
to a trust fund administered by 
the World Bank. Current part-
ners include the Euro-
pean Commission, the 
United Nations Eco-
nomic Commission for 
Africa, the World Bank, 
the African Develop-
ment Bank, the Islamic 
Development Bank, 
the French Develop-
ment Agency, Austria, 
Norway, Sweden, and 

the United Kingdom. Further infor-
mation about the SSATP is avail-
able at: www.ssatp.org

The AfDB, whose delegation 
was led by Mr Amadou Oumarou, 
Transport Division Manager, 
chaired took an active part in the 
SSATP Annual Meetings high level 
discussions. 

POLICY / Africa Transport Policy Program

New priority areas

From left to right: A. Oumarou (AfDB), 
J.-N. Guillossou (SSATP), Justin Runji (SSATP) 

IMPACT / MALI-SENEGAL ROAD PROJECT

AfDB Awarded
AfDB President Donald Kaberuka receiving the award for the Bank

NEW APPROVALS

USD 110 Mln to Uganda
The African Development Fund, the soft loan 
arm of the African Development Bank Group, 
approved on 13 March 2013 a loan of USD 
110.49 million in support of the Ugandan road 
sector. The project will help improve road 
access to socio-economic infrastructure as well 
as the quality of road transport services to the 
western regions of the country by paving 135 
kilometres of the Kigumba-Masindi-Hoima-
Kabwoya road. 

USD 33 Mln to Malawi
The AfDB approved on 13 March 2013 a con-
cessional loan of USD 33.2 million to finance 
the rehabilitation of the road between Mzuzu 
and Nkhata Bay in Malawi. It is an important 
road link, not only for domestic connectivity, 
but also for regional trade and integration. It is 
part of the road network that links the northern 
region of the country to the central and south-
ern regions. The road is located on the Mtwara 
Development Corridor and serves international 
freight traffic from Zambia and Tanzania.  

USD 300 Mln to Nigeria
The AfDB Group approved on 27 February in 
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, a loan of USD 300 mil-
lion to finance the Transport Sector and Eco-
nomic Governance Reform Program.
The loan aims to support the Nigerian Govern-
ment to accelerate reform implementation in 
the areas of transport sector governance, and 
public expenditure management. 

PICTURE STORY

Uganda: project unlocks 
mountainous areas

Freight to Kisoro Town and beyond into Rwanda and Congo

T he president of the African Develop-
ment Bank, Donald Kaberuka, has vis-
ited in November 2012 the Kabale – 

Kisoro – Bunagana/Kyanika road, in Uganda, 
at the borders of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and Rwanda, whose works had just 
finished. This road, located in a mountainous 
landlocked area, has significantly reduced 
transport costs and travel time between 
Kabale and Kisoro districts, while promoting 
regional integration with DRC and Rwanda. 

The project, financed by the African Devel-
opment Bank Group to the tune of USD 95 
million, also entails the preparation of road 
projects to enhance accessibility in the 
Southwestern region of Uganda to unlock 

areas of agricultural potential and 12 districts 
road studies to improve accessibility of the 
rural population to the main road network.

The project provides all-weather access 
for the supply of farm inputs and evacuation 
of produce to major market centres. 

It has also started promoting regional inte-
gration and economic cooperation with the 
neighbouring countries, such as DRC and 
Rwanda. The road has already started yield-
ing impressive results: the easily motorable 
road has attracted sightseers and tourists 
who enjoy the mountain panorama, Kyanika 
Border Post is fast urbanising, dairy produce 
is now easily transportable to a distant mar-
ket... 
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T he 50Km Nairobi-Thika 
superhighway described 
by Kenya’s President Mwai 

Kibaki as a “national pride” during 
its launch on 9 November 2012, 
covers an area that lies within the 
Nairobi Metropolitan and Central 
Province, including large sections 
of the City and 
Thika district. 

T h e  ro a d 
traverses Kasa-
rani, Githurai, 
Ruiru, Juja and 
ends at Thika 
River Bridge in 
Thika district. 
The total population living along 
the road is approximately 1 mil-
lion persons.

The African Development Bank 
(AfDB) has contributed the larg-
est share of the USD 360 million 
total cost. 

Works on the previous high-
ways have involved construction 
of additional lanes and the removal 
of roundabouts at several loca-
tions replaced by interchanges. 

In terms of employment, about 
3600 unskilled and semi-skilled 
workers and about 600 engineers 
and technicians were involved 
from the contractors’ as well as 
the Consultant’s side.

AfDB financing:  
USD 180 million

The AfDB financed the project 
with a financial package of USD 
180 million through its conces-
sional window, the African Devel-
opment Fund, including a loan of 
USD 175 million (civil works and 
related consultancy services) and 

a grant worth USD 5 million (fea-
sibility and detail design of a Mass 
Rapid Transit System for the Nai-
robi Metropolitan area). The Kenya 
government contributed US$ 80 
million towards the road project.

This road is located at the very 
heart of the engine of Kenya’s 

economy. The 
Nairobi  Met-
ropolitan Area 
is the most 
dynamic loco-
motive of growth 
and employ-
ment creation in 
Kenya account-

ing for more than 30% of the 
National GDP.

A wide array  
of beneficiaries

The project is benefiting com-
muters who travel daily to work 
in secondary and tertiary sectors 
within Nairobi city’s Central Busi-
ness District. 

Some 100,000 people residing 
in Kasarani, Kiambu and Thika are 
on wage employment and another 
125,000 are in the informal sector 
majority of who have to commute 
to Nairobi. 

Other distinct groups of com-
muters are students, health 
patients, shoppers and traders 
(formal and informal). Two pub-
lic universities are established 
along the road, Kenyatta Univer-
sity and Jomo Kenyatta Univer-
sity of Agricultural Technology. 
Between these two universities 
are approximately 12,000 stu-
dents who attend part-time pro-
grams (49 per cent women).

Globe Cinema Flyover           

IMPORTANT GENDER DIMENSION
A large proportion of beneficiaries of the road project are 

mostly women who sell food products sourced from Thika 
and beyond. In addition, operators in the roadside markets 
including the Maasai market at Globe cinema are women. 
Half of the students attending the universities served by the 
new highway are girls. 

FEATURE STORY

AfDB-funded Thika Superhighway, a masterpiece for East Africa

Speaking at the launch, AfDB 
President Donald Kaberuka said 
that this ultramodern superhigh-
way will strongly contribute to 
achieve inclusive growth in the 
region by reducing the cost of 
doing business in Kenya.

“This road plays a critical 
role at several levels. It is first an 
important commercial  and trans-
port corridor. It is also part of the 
Great North Trans-African High-
way (Cape Town to Cairo),” said 
Mr. Kaberuka.

He reaffirmed the AfDB’s 
strong commitment to infrastruc-
ture development in the conti-
nent. “Infrastructure promotes 
trade and creates a conducive 
environment for business,” he 
added. 

(Continued from p. 1)

Launch of the Nairobi-
Thika superhighway 

Road safety 
and regional integration

Transport operators especially 
passenger vehicles, light and 
heavy goods trucks (domestic and 
regional to Ethiopia and Somalia), 
and non-motorized road users are 
among the beneficiaries of the pro-
ject. Also included are horticultural 
and dairy farmers along the road 
who require an efficient and reli-
able transportation system 

Over the past, traffic road acci-
dents along the busy highway 
have been a common feature.

But the upgrading of the high-
way has started providing ade-
quate capacity, considerably 
decrease the accident rate by 
minimizing vehicle conflicts with 
traffic interchanges and by provid-
ing separate service roads for local 
and non-motorized traffic.

The Thika superhighway is a 
major component of regional inte-
gration in East and Southern 
Africa, which will make it possible 
to connect Cairo to Cape Town. 

The new superhighway has started yielding impressive and 
visible results. Commuters are enjoying faster, reliable com-
fortable and more affordable journeys. The time taken to trav-
erse Thika town and Nairobi has dropped from 2-3 hours to 
30-45 minutes. The huge traffic snarl ups that used to occur 
along Nairobi-Thika road are no more, freeing up time and fuel 
consumption savings. The superhighway is attracting now a 
long list of businesses from hyper supermarkets, car dealers, 
hotels and real estate developers. 

“A national pride”
 Mwai Kibaki

“Africa's most modern 
highway project”

 Donald Kaberuka

Improved safety for pedestrians

PIDA  corridor 2020

PIDA  corridor 2040

Trans-African Highway 2020

Trans-African Highway 2040

ECCAS Connectivity Hub Port Programs

The Nairobi-Thika superhighway 
is an important link on the Great 
North Trans-African Highway 
(Cape Town to Cairo), one 
of the highest priorities in the 
NEPAD short-term action plan. It 
complements other AfDB recent interventions 
on this corridor including Isiolo-Merille-Moyale 
in Kenya, Ageremariam-Moyale in Ethiopia,  
Athi River-Arusha in Kenya and Tanzania,  
Singida-Babati in Tanzania and SADC  
North-South Corridor in Zambia and Botswana.

Thika superhighway

In their words: “The road 

has changed my life”

People living along the Nairobi-Thika Highway are experi-
encing a sigh of relief following the completion of the works 
on the new highway. Businesses are thriving and road-users 
are reaping the benefits of the ultra-modern superhighway.

James, motor dealer, 
is now gaining new clients 
and seriously considers expanding!
“Traffic movement on this road used to 
be crazy. But now the superhighway 
has opened up areas like Kiambu and 
beyond Thika. We are now receiving an average of 20-30 clients 
walking through our doors on a good day, either to make que-
ries of make a purchase,” said James Mwangi Muturi, Managing 
Director-A plus Motors Limited.
Compared to the traffic flow along Mombasa road, Waiyaki Way, 
Ngong or Jogoo road, Nairobi-Thika road has a comparative 
advantage given its size and number of lanes, enabling easier and 
faster movement of traffic. “Previously, clients were put off by the 
traffic on this road when we told them that we are located along 
Thika road. But all that has changed now,” said Mwangi.

“I now can have dinner with my kids!” –  Norah, drugstore 
owner
Norah Gesare, who runs a drug store together with her husband 
in Kasarani, can enjoy now family life thanks to the road.

“I have been able to expand my 
business to include mobile cash 
transfer services, selling of airtime 
besides running the drug store. 
This is because of a considerable 
increase in traffic. I am also able to 
close the business late and reach 

home in good time to help my kids with their homework,” said 
Gesare, 30.
The mother of 4 says when she is out of stock it only takes her 
between 20 and 30 minutes to restock her pharmacy due to the 
ease of movement along the highway to and from Nairobi. “The 
road has changed my life,” she added with a smile.

Commute reduced from two hours to 30 minutes! – Njoki, 
resident of Kasarani
“While it took about 2 hours from Mwiki to Nairobi and fare of Sh 
100, it now takes only 30 minutes at most at almost a third of the 
fare,” said Njoki Wairimu, a resident of Kasarani.

“We could miss lectures when stuck in 
the traffic” – Emily, student
“We could miss lectures when stuck in the 
traffic. But now the situation has changed. 
Some students are even able to live outside 
campus and still commute comfortably to 
attend lecturers,” said Emily Kimathi Mukiri, a 
21 year old third year Bachelor of Education 
student at Kenyatta University. 

A f r i c a n  D e v e l o p m e n t  B a n k
4

A f r i c a n  D e v e l o p m e n t  B a n k
5

A section of Thika Road at the GSU interchange
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A frican countries need to 
improve the procedures 
and controls governing 

the movement of goods across 
national borders. Those reforms, 
said  transport experts during a 
workshop organized by the Afri-

can Development Bank from 11-14 
December 2012 in Tunisia, would 
help reduce associated cost bur-
dens and maximize efficiency while 
safeguarding legitimate regulatory 
objectives. 

The experts discussed all major 

fields of trade and transport facil-
itation such as better interaction 
between various government 
agencies, customs procedures, 
port reforms and establishment of 
so called “one-stop-border posts”, 
several of which are already under 
implementation under the AfDB’s 
portfolio. 

Mamady Souare, Transport and 
Infrastructure Department, chal-
lenged road project designers on 
the challenges the transport facili-
tation field faces in Africa: “Think 
of how we can better incorpo-
rate meaningful trade and trans-
port facilitation components in our 
projects in order to better meet the 
needs of the users. You should find 
a way to cover an entire corridor 
and the critical national trade facil-

itating systems within a corridor; 
and you should find a way how to 
better encourage governments to 
conduct reforms,” he said.

Implementing transport reforms 
needs bold preparation work, 
warned Tom Butterly, Chief of the 
Global Trade Solutions Section at 
the UN Economic Commission for 
Europe. The main milestones of a 
reform include, he said, simplifi-
cation, harmonization and stand-
ardization of trading procedures 
and documents. Butterly stressed 
that “a key success factor of any 
reform is always simplifying and re-
engineering government agencies’ 
business processes.”

Ibrahim Diagne, Chairman of the 
African Alliance on e-Commerce, 
presented the case of successful 
implementation of a Single Window 
in Senegal (see story below). 

Customs and transit issues 
were covered by Michel Zar-
nowiecki (France) and port reforms 
by Michel Audigé (USA), who both 
have a solid experience in reform 
projects in Africa. 

“ S enegal now ranks higher than several 
EU countries in terms of trade facilitation” 
This testimonial from Ibrahim Diagne, 

Chairman of the African Alliance on e-Com-
merce, astonished the participants to the work-
shop on trade facilitation organized by the Afri-
can Development Bank from 11-14 December 
2012 in Tunisia (see story above). 

Senegal’s introduction of the Single Window 
is associated with dramatic improvement of 
international ratings. According to The Doing 
Business – Trading Across Borders indicator 
Senegal went up from rank 136 in 2008 to 65 in 
2012. Senegal now ranks higher than countries 
such as the Czhech Republic (69), Romania 
(72), Hungary (74) and Greece (84).

“In Senegal the time needed to make an 
export or import has dropped dramatically 
since the launch of the Single Window in 2004,” 
said Ibrahima Diagne (see chart next page).

Hurdle race
According to estimates by the UN Eco-

nomic Commission for Europe, each interna-
tional trade transaction requires an average of 
40 documents to meet rules and regulations 
set for international trade and transport. These 
documents are made up of approximately 200 
data elements; 15% is repeated at least 30 
times; and 60-70% is repeated more than 
once. These requirements are costly and a 
major cause of delay in cross-border operation.

In addition, traders in many developing 
countries struggle with excessive regulation 
when exporting and importing their products. 

Long processing times and high transaction 
costs hurt traders’ competitiveness and hinder 
their access to international value chains. Costs 
of transportation, customs clearance and ware-
housing are directly affected. There are also 
indirect and hidden logistics costs that are dif-

ficult to monitor. For example there is evidence 
that traders in developing countries often keep 
over-sized stocks to compensate the cumber-
some and unpredictable clearance process.

In such cases the excessive capital frozen in 
the value of the goods causes an extra expense 
that could normally be avoided. The additional 
logistics costs of trading are transferred to the 
prices of products and the burden is finally car-
ried by regular consumers. 

Benefits  
of a Single Window

These problems can be alleviated by intro-
ducing a Single Window, which is an electronic 
facility that coordinates the exchange of trade 
related data between traders and government 
agencies. Other private sector participants may 
also be involved. The system helps traders to 
save time and money, because they can sub-
mit all required information through a single 
electronic interface instead of having to deal 

Case study: Senegal’s Single Window

A powerful tool to facilitate trade

separately with each authorizing 
agency. 

Several African countries have 
successfully introduced a Single 
Window already and they are now 
enjoying higher international rank-
ings than many other African coun-
tries.

Similar success stories are 
heard from many other countries 
such as Mauritius, South Korea 
and El Salvador. On average, 
each additional day that a product 
is delayed prior to being shipped 

reduces trade by approximately 1 
percent. The time saved by Sin-
gle Window can therefore have 
significant economic impact on a 
country: for example in El Salvador 
the estimated savings are 1.4 % of 
GDP. At best, the Single Window 
reduces clearance time down just 
to few minutes.

A Regional Single Window
The next step in development 

toward entirely paperless trade is 
establishment of a regional Single 
Window arrangement, or rather 
– a network of national Single 

Windows. One of the 
benefits of a regional 
arrangement is that an 
exporter’s application 
to trade can be trans-
ferred to the import 
country, where the data 
is received as an import 
transaction. Traders 
have electronic access 
to all the requirements 
for trade in the destina-
tion country.

At the same time, plenty of cost 
and paperwork are eliminated. A 
regional Single Window can also 
facilitate customs transit, particu-
larly if the design involves a regional 
transit agreement between the 
participating countries. 

A fully electronic solution may 
take years to build but as the evi-
dence shows, it is well worth it 
because of its enormous potential 
to facilitate trade and to improve 
country’s image in the international 
context, especially within a fierce 
competition to attract investors. 

In Senegal the time needed to make an export 
or import has dropped dramatically 

CAPACITY BUILDING

Transport facilitation 

New tools for effective reforms

Three African countries that have introduced a Single Window now score better than 
the three poorest performing countries of the European Union. One of them is Senegal, 
which introduced a Single Window in 2004. 

(To be continued p. 7)

(Continued from p. 6)

Case study: Senegal’s Single Window

A powerful tool to facilitate trade
Pre-customs 
clearance time, days

Affordable technical solutions for Single 
Window systems are well available com-
mercially. An entirely African-made Single 
Window solution “Orbus” was developed 
and first implemented in Senegal. Encour-
aged by the Senegalese example, 13 other 
countries joined their forces and formed the 

“African Alliance for e-Commerce to expe-
dite introduction of electronic solutions trade 
facilitation in Africa.
Useful guidelines, standards and recom-
mendations for implementation are brought 
available by the United Nations Economic 
Conference for Europe (UNECE), which 
coordinates the global work on trade facilita-
tion under UN. It recently launched a new 

Trade Facilitation Implementation Guide, 
which contains a number of instruments, 
case studies and other materials for the sup-
port of implementation. 
Introduction of a Single Window requires a 
number of improvements in the trading 
environment including simplification, 
harmonization and standardization of 
documents, procedures and requirements. 

Implementing Single Windows
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THE FIGURE OF THE DAY

Tanzania: Annual 11% increase in road accidents

Innovative Pilot Project 
to curb down accidents
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“ T he main gap in the African 
infrastructure value chain 
is the national and regional 

backbone that underpins the deliv-
ery of broadband capacity to gov-
ernment, academia, businesses 
and individual users,” says an 
assessment by the African Devel-
opment Bank.

According to the AfDB Trans-
port and ICT department, Africa 
has seen a spectacular growth of 
international bandwidth since the 
Connect Africa Summit held in 
Rwanda in 2009.

Increasing private 
investments

The assessment of Post Con-
nect Africa Summit produced by 
the African Development Bank 

identifies that much has been 
achieved in terms of connecting 
the capital cities and major towns 
in at least half of the African coun-
tries due to private sector invest-
ment and public broadband pro-
jects.

The Northern Africa is served 
by a variety of cables with a total 
bandwidth of well over 10 tera-
bytes. The Eastern coast of Africa 
that has seen a completion of a 
number of cables has also seen a 
dramatic increase of international 
bandwidth to about 7 terabyte. 
The completion of undersea cables 
is expected to increase the current 
bandwidth in the western coast of 
Africa from around 4 terabytes to 
27 Tbps by the end of 2013 and 
over 50 Tbps in 2014. 

The dramatic increase in Afri-
ca’s international fiber bandwidth 
has definitively ended the con-
tinent’s dependence on satellite 
communication. 

The end of monopoles
By next few years Africa will 

have no lack of international band-

R oad safety in Tanzania is 
among the worst in Sub-
Saharan Africa with the 

trend of reported accidents wors-
ening at an annual rate of 11%.  

In order to support the Tanza-
nian government’s initiatives aimed 
at curbing road traffic accidents 
(which include the adoption of a 
National Road Safety Policy, the 
establishment of a National Road 
Safety Agency, the implementation 
of a Driver and Vehicle Examina-
tion and Licensing…), the African 
Development Bank has recently 
approved a standalone road safety 
pilot project.

This project, the first ever of its 
kind designed by the AfDB, will 
have very important outcomes. Its 
success will open the door to its 
replication in other countries.

The road safety pilot project 
is designed to implement multi-
sector road safety measures: 
enforcement, road infrastructure 
safety, road safety education and 
campaign, road accident investi-
gation and recording on the Dar 
es Salaam-Morogoro road which 
serves high traffic volume with sig-
nificantly high heavy trucks and 
has high road crash risks for three 
years, rescue and emergency ser-

vices. The project will help accel-
erate the transfer of road safety 
knowledge and rapidly build local 
capacity. 

It will also serve to demonstrate 
how road safety stakeholders 
organize and coordinate to achieve 
specific road safety targets. It will 
help achieve quick results and 
obtain performance benchmark 
to convince decision makers and 
expand in a national road safety 
programme. Last but not the least, 
it will also contribute to the regional 
road safety knowledge building.

The project will be replicated if 
it proves to be successful. 
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width, estimated at some 50 Tbps 
in 2012, largely sufficient capacity 
in the short and medium term to 
meet the demand of end users in 
the key aspects of quantity (amount 
bandwidth), quality (alternative and 
secure international routes) and 
competitiveness.

The main gap in the African 
infrastructure value chain is there-
fore the national and regional back-
bone that underpins the delivery 
of broadband capacity to govern-
ment, academia, businesses and 
individual users. 

Over 30 countries in Africa have 
yet to build the adequate back-
bone networks that support social 
and economic growth. This deficit 
is unevenly distributed among 
countries with some, such as 
Morocco, Tunisia and South Africa 
which have a significant density in 
terrestrial network, while others, 
such as most of the countries in 
ECCAS have virtually no national 
infrastructure. The major regional 
broadband gap is in west, central 
and eastern Africa. 

ANALYSIS

Connecting Africa

International benchmark, 
regional challenges
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