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As 2015 ends and the world undergoes a global policy 
shift toward shared responsibility for a climate-friendly 
planet, we can look back at a year during which Africa 
moved green development to the front burner. 

At AfDB, we end the year with our new President Adesina 
proclaiming that “green growth is good for Africa” and 
announcing a commitment to triple the Bank’s climate 
financing to reach $5 billion annually by 2020. We 
believe that our work to support African nations 
through climate finance mechanisms like the CIF has 
helped pave the way for such a bold commitment. This 
year, we can look back on three evolving developments 
that helped to catalyze this movement.

First, during 2015 through the AfDB CIF portfolio, we 
have witnessed an exponential increase in the number 
of African nations committed to green energy 
production, sustainable forestry, and climate resilience. 
Today, half of the 54 countries in Africa have signed up 
to run CIF pilots—some with pilots in multiple CIF 
programs—with 5 pilots under the CIF’s Clean 
Technology Fund (CTF), 11 under the Forest Investment 
Program (FIP), 9 under the Pilot Program for Climate 
Resilience (PPCR), and 14 under the Program for 
Scaling Up Renewable Energy in Low Income Countries 
(SREP). These 27 countries are at different stages of 
development of their Investment Plans (IPs) and have 
different types of commitments from the AfDB and CIF. 
Nevertheless, the trend throughout Africa is clear. 
Countries are recognizing that the path to development 
must be paved with climate-smart solutions, and AfDB 
and CIF are empowering that to happen.

Second, as the world has increasingly accepted that we 
no longer have the luxury of denying the enormous 
commitment which must be put in place to ensure a 
climate-friendly future, we have begun to look for clear 
ways to synergize and harmonize the means by which 
we achieve that commitment. In AfDB’s CIF portfolio, 
we have worked with countries to identify ways to bring 
their various programs together in a synergized way. 
Mozambique, for instance, is looking for ways to bring 
its FIP and PPCR portfolios into alignment under their 
Strategic Program for Climate Resilience (SPCR). In 
addition, we are seeking cross-collaboration between the 
CIF work and other mechanisms. In Rwanda, we are 
working with the country to find potential synergies 
between Rwanda’s SREP program and the UN-based 
Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All) and the Bank’s 
Sustainable Energy Fund for Africa (SEFA). 

Finally, as the climate finance architecture evolves,  
we are coming to better understand how our work with 
CIF has provided additionality in the AfDB core 
portfolio. The CIF working model, with its unique 
approach to policy orientation, MDB collaboration, and 
stakeholder engagement, has helped open doors for 
innovative approaches and has helped AfDB restructure 
its support to Africa in a way which can fully embrace 
green, climate-smart development and growth.

The report takes a look at the details of the portfolio 
and highlights some of the important advancements 
and emerging knowledge achieved during the year. We 
hope that it brings you a clear sense of the remarkable 
strides African nations are achieving in their urgent 
move towards green growth, and the evolving ways in 
which they are overcoming barriers and making their 
climate-smart development an emerging reality.
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