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Figure 29: Tuberculosis detection rate under DOTS, 1995 and 2007 (%)

Source: World Health Statistics, 2009 . 

Note: Regions conform to WHO regional groupings .
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HIV and rising AIDS-related mortality in some 
countries . This is a serious challenge that African 
governments and development partners need to 
urgently address . African countries should allocate 
more resources to TB control, consistent with their 
commitments in the Abuja Declaration on HIV/AIDS, 
TB and other related infectious diseases . Donors 
too need to allocate more resources to TB control, 
since despite an increase in funding, a significant 
financing gap in this area persists (WHO, 2009b) . 

Goal 7: Ensure environmental 
sustainability
The threat that climate change poses to Africa 
is resulting in a greater focus on environmental 
sustainability and the environment MDG . Many of 
Africa’s environmental and natural resources are 
being degraded at a worrying rate . Rapid economic 
growth is likely to present African countries with a 
serious dilemma: whether to concentrate on short-
term gains to be made through rapid economic 

expansion or whether to lend greater weight to 
protecting the environment for future generations . 
An ECA study based on MDG planning in 15 Af-
rican countries shows that many countries have 
yet to fully include environmental sustainability 
in their national development plans . The high-
profile debate on climate change appears to be 
focusing attention toward overall environmental 
sustainability . Most countries are failing to honor 
the commitments they made at the World Summit 
on Sustainable Development (WSSD), including the 
Environment Initiative of the NEPAD . 

Target 7A: Integrate the principles of 
sustainable development into country 
policies and programs and reverse the loss of 
environmental resources
Indicator 7.1: Proportion of land area covered by 
forest 
Protected areas are the cornerstone of efforts 
to conserve the world’s species and ecosystems, 
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as well as a key component in climate change 
mitigation. Some progress has been registered in 
this area. For example, in 2007 the DRC govern-
ment established, in cooperation with the Bonobo 
Conservation Initiative (BCI), the Sankuru Nature 
Reserve as a huge protected rainforest covering 
a total of 30,570 square kilometers. The project 
will offer certified carbon credits by Reducing 
Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation 
(REDD) (UNEP, 2007). Niger is also mainstreaming 
environmental sustainability into its fiscal strate-
gies. For example, the lumber industry, which 
was previously a cause of deforestation (since 
mitigated by the current levy on the transporta-
tion of wood traded), provides fiscal revenues for 
environmental sustainability. Between 40 and 60 
percent of collected income is set aside for re-
forestation programs, while 30 to 50 percent of 
revenue collected is reinvested in forest planning 
(UNESCO, 2010).

The level and rate of deforestation, however, 
continue to present a problem. Between 2000 
and 2005, Africa was losing its forests at an 
annual rate of 4.1 percent, although this was a 
slight improvement on the 4.4 percentage loss 
reported for the period 1990–2000. Some loss 
will be inevitable as Africa grows, virgin forests 
are brought under cultivation, and new cities 
and settlements are built. Nonetheless, since 
forest degradation and deforestation contribute 
to anthropogenic greenhouse emissions, (ac-
counting for 17.4 percent of emissions in 2004), 
a reduction in the rate of deforestation could play 
a key role in mitigating climate change effects. 
The improvement in protected areas augurs well 
for the reduction in biodiversity loss, although 
environmental degradation and rapid urbaniza-
tion remain serious problems. A key intervention 

in this regard could be a more intensive use of 
land, through increased utilization of fertilizers 
and high-yield varieties in agriculture, and by 
multi-storey construction in cities.

Indicator 7.2: CO2 emissions, total per capita, and 
per USD 1 GDP (PPP)
An important indicator for assessing progress 
toward environmental sustainability, including 
climate change, is carbon dioxide emissions per 
capita, measured in metric tonnes. It is estimated 
that Africa is likely to experience higher tem-
peratures, changing rainfall patterns, and more 
extreme weather events than other global regions 
(IPCC, 2007). On the other hand, Africa is the 
lowest emitter of carbon dioxide as a global re-
gion, producing only 4 percent of greenhouse gas 
emissions. Carbon dioxide emissions decreased in 
most African countries between 1990 and 2006, 
except in Algeria, Botswana, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Mauritius, Morocco, Namibia, and the 
Seychelles, where emissions increased by more 
than 0.50 metric tonnes. Libya is the highest 
emitter of CO2 per capita in Africa, mainly due 
to gas flaring in its oil fields. 

The cost of dealing with the adverse consequences 
of climate change is likely to hamper progress 
on the MDGs in Africa. Without rapid economic 
growth, such expenditure is likely to significantly 
reduce the resources available for accelerating 
progress on the MDGs. Estimates of the cost 
vary. For example, the World Bank estimates that 
adaptation measures would cost about USD 18.1 
billion per year for Africa, excluding North Africa 
(World Bank, 2009b). 
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Indicator 7.3: Consumption of ozone-depleting sub-
stances
The majority of African signatories to the Montreal 
Protocol24 have achieved a 97 percent reduction in 
the consumption of ozone-depleting substances . 
This extraordinary accomplishment is the result of 
both the integration of sustainable development 
principles into national policy frameworks (MDG 7) 
and the global partnership for development (MDG 8) .

To date, parties to the Montreal Protocol have put in 
place national regulations or legislation to promote 
effective protection of the ozone layer and sustain-
able compliance with the Protocol . In addition to 
funding these critical activities, the Montreal Pro-
tocol Multilateral Fund has, over the past 19 years, 
supported national capacity-building and network-
ing of policymakers, customs officials, and others . 
Still, challenges remain . Foremost among them 
is the phasing out of hydrochlorofluorocarbons 
while avoiding the use of alternatives that carry a 
high potential for global warming . Other serious 
issues include the management of existing stocks 
of ozone-depleting substances (including their 
destruction) and ensuring that illegal trade does 
not emerge after key substances are phased out . 

Indicator 7.4: Proportion of fish stocks within safe 
biological limits
National action has been taken to limit the impact 
of fishing and other human activities on exploited 
fish populations . Nevertheless, the percentage 
of depleted, fully exploited, or overexploited and 

recovering fish species increased from 70 percent 
in 1995 to 80 percent in 2006 . The effect of cli-
mate change on all targets and indicators of the 
MDGs, particularly on Goal 7, is exacerbating the 
vulnerability of environmental resources in Africa . 
For example, climate change could alter marine and 
fresh water ecosystems, affecting the seasonality 
of certain biological processes, thus disrupting 
marine and freshwater food webs . This, in turn, has 
unpredictable consequences for fish stocks . Given 
the uncertainty of the impact of climate change on 
resources and ecosystems, a higher level of pre-
caution is required in managing fishery resources .

Indicator 7.5: Proportion of total water resources 
used
About 70 percent of water withdrawn in Africa 
is for agriculture . When more than 75 percent of 
river flows are diverted for agricultural, industrial, 
and municipal purposes, there is simply not enough 
water left to meet both human demands and 
environmental flow needs . Physical water scarcity – 
characterized by severe environmental degradation, 
declining groundwater, and water allocations – is 
on the increase . Water withdrawals are highest in 
arid and semi-arid lands, where they are needed 
mostly for irrigation and other agricultural purposes, 
and lowest in tropical countries . In North Africa, 
an average of 78 percent of renewable water re-
sources are being withdrawn annually . There are a 
number of African countries that are facing serious 
water stress . This is further exacerbated by climate 
change expressed in rainfall cycle variations and 
extreme weather episodes that contribute to water 
depletion . Reversing this trend will require more 
efficient water use, primarily through improved crop 
varieties and better agronomic practices that lead 
to higher economic returns and yield more crops 
with the same volume of water .

24 The Montreal Protocol of the Vienna Framework Conven-
tion on Ozone-degrading Substances, signed in 1996, was 
the first treaty to set globally quantified emission reduction 
targets according to a time frame . It was also the first treaty 
to follow the “Precautionary Principle,” whereby governments 
might adopt mitigation measures even without the benefit of 
full scientific knowledge .
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Target 7C: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of 
people without sustainable access to safe 
drinking water and basic sanitation
Indicator 7.8: Proportion of population using an 
improved drinking water source
Improved drinking water source is directly linked 
to an improvement in the health status of African 
citizens . The slow progress toward the health 
MDGs is attributed in part to inadequate hygienic 
conditions, including inadequate access to safe 
water and improved sanitation . 

Most countries for which data are available have shown 
an improvement in coverage . In 2008, nine countries 
reached over 90 percent coverage for access to safe 
drinking water; namely, Botswana, Comoros, Djibouti, 
Egypt, The Gambia, Mauritius, Namibia, South Africa, 
and Tunisia . Countries with less than 50 percent cov-
erage comprised (see Figure 30a): Somalia, Ethiopia, 
Madagascar, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Mo-
zambique, Niger, Mauritania, and Sierra Leone . Though 
there has been some progress, these countries need to 
scale up their efforts to meet the target .

Indicator 7.9: Proportion of population using an 
improved sanitation facility
Success in achieving the health MDGs depends in 

large measure on improved sanitation . The target 
is to provide improved sanitation to 63 percent of 
the region’s population . This requires an improve-
ment for approximately 370 million more people 
than the estimated 242 million people using such 
facilities in 2006 .

Improvements recorded in this area are still low 
for a number of countries (see Figure 30b) . Only 
four African countries record over 90 percent of 
their population having access to improved sani-
tation facilities, namely Algeria, Egypt, Libya, and 
Mauritius . Many countries fall far below that level . 
Countries with below 20 percent coverage include: 
Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Guinea, Liberia, Madagascar, Mozambique, Niger, 
Sierra Leone, and Togo . 

Improvements in sanitation largely remain an 
urban phenomenon . Open defecation is still 
very common in rural areas and has not been 
eradicated in many urban areas of the continent . 
In 2008, excluding North Africa, the percent-
age of the African population practicing open 
defecation was 199 million in rural areas and 22 
million in urban areas . Simple policy interventions 
such as public and community toilets and water 
sources could go a long way toward accelerating 
improved sanitation . Government commitment 
and adequate funding in Senegal resulted in 
an increase in rural sanitation access from 19 
to 34 percent between 1990 and 2005 . These 
two features are also evident in the significant 
progress made in improved rural sanitation in 
Uganda (see Box 3) . 

In addition to the rural–urban divide, an im-
portant aspect of both improved water and 
sanitation facilities is the income gradient . In 21 

The urban–rural divide in access to an improved 
water source continues to pose a policy challenge . 
Nonetheless, the proportion of rural households 
with improved access to drinking water sources 
increased from 54 to 65 percent during the period 
1990–2006 . In North Africa, during the same 
time period, there was an improvement of piped 
water availability from 34 to 63 percent . There was 
a mere increase of 1 percent in other improved 
water sources and a significant drop of 36 percent 
in unimproved water source (UN, 2009a) . 
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Figure 30: Percentage of population using an improved drinking water source and 
improved sanitation, 1990–2008
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Figure 30a: Percentage of population with 
improved drinking water source, 1990–2008 

Figure 30b: Percentage of population 
with improved sanitation, 1990–2008 

Source: ECA computations based on WHO and UNICEF, updated in 2010 .
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African countries excluding North Africa, only 
16 percent in the poorest quintile have access 
to improved sanitation, whilst this coverage in-
creases to 79 percent in the richest quintile (UN, 
2008) . According to an ECA study of 11 African 
Least Developed Countries (LDCs), countries such 
as Zambia, Niger, and Rwanda have witnessed 
a dramatic rise of inequities in access . That de-
velopment is associated with stronger growth 
rates among the water and sanitation coverage 
of wealthier populations, clearly showing that 
improvements in the water and sanitation sector 
have failed to reach the poor . However, there 
are also positive developments in this regard, 
especially in Uganda and Malawi . Similarities 
can be observed when looking at geographic 
inequalities . Another interesting point is that 
inequalities are much wider for access to sani-
tation than for water services . This might be 
associated with higher coverage rates for water 
services and higher infrastructural costs related 
to waste management (UNECA, forthcoming) . 

Target 7D: By 2020 to have achieved a 
significant improvement in the lives of at least 
100 million slum dwellers
Indicator 7.10: Proportion of urban population 
living in slums
In Africa, excluding North Africa, the proportion 
of the population deprived of shelter decreased 
from 71 to 62 percent between 1990 and 2005 . 
In North Africa, the proportion more than halved 
from 36 to 15 percent (UN, 2009a) . Despite some 
advances, Africa, excluding North Africa, remains 
the global region with the highest prevalence of 
slums . Both slums and urban areas in the region 
appear to be growing at an equally rapid pace, 
and the living conditions among impoverished 
populations are severe, often involving multiple 
deprivations . Improvements in the lives of slum 
dwellers in most African countries, excluding North 
Africa, will therefore require large multisectoral 
investments . Although general improvements have 
been made in slums worldwide, the current hous-
ing and energy crises may slow progress in the 

Box 3: Sanitation targets, planning, and performance in Uganda
The Ugandan government has acknowledged the direct impacts of sanitation and basic hygiene on 
health, education, and poverty reduction in its Poverty Eradication Action Plan (PEAP) (MFPED, 2004). 
To boost improved sanitation coverage and good hygiene, the government has established national 
PEAP targets. It has also established an inter-sectoral National Sanitation Working Group to coordinate 
all sanitation and hygiene promotion efforts, reviewed budget mechanisms and funding flows, and 
discussed establishing a new national budget line for sanitation and hygiene promotion. 

Based on the latest Water and Sanitation Sector Performance Report (MWE, 2008), 62 percent of rural 
and 74 percent of urban households in Uganda used improved sanitation facilities in 2007/2008. This 
puts Uganda’s rural average of safe sanitation below the country’s intermediate target of 64 percent 
for 2007/2008. This means that rural areas have failed to stay on the trajectory for Uganda’s 2015 target 
of 77 percent safe sanitation coverage. In contrast, urban households achieved their interim target of 
74 percent for 2007/2008.

Source: Uganda Ministry of Health et al. (2009)
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developing regions and, in some cases, reverse 
positive trends .

Goal 8: Develop a global partnership  
for development 
The MDGs underscore and are undergirded by 
international cooperation and global partnership, 
which are critical for achieving the MDGs . This 
partnership has remained strong, even at the 
peak of the crises of 2008–2009 . The G20 at their 
various meetings reaffirmed the importance of 
global partnership and their commitment to the 
MDGs25 . Net Official Development Assistance 
(ODA) to Africa rose in 2008 in spite of the global 
financial and economic crisis . However, this was 
far below the commitment of 0 .7 percent of GNI 
by OECD countries . Africa is likely to be allocated 
only about USD 12 billion of the USD 25 billion 
increase envisaged for 2010 at the Gleneagles 
Summit, due in large part to the underperform-
ance of some European donors who give large 
shares of ODA to Africa .

An important but under-emphasized component 
of the global partnership for development, which 
is critical for African countries, is illicit outflows of 
resources . In Pittsburgh, the G20 committed to 
work with the World Bank’s Stolen Assets Recov-
ery Program to secure the return of stolen assets 
to developing countries and support efforts to 
stem illicit outflows . African countries will gain 
significantly if this commitment is met in full, as it 
will provide additional resources for development . 

Target 8A: Develop further an open, rule-based, 
predictable, non-discriminatory trading and 
financial system
The WTO negotiations which stalled in 2005 re-
mained stalled in 2009 . No progress was made 
during the year, despite the hope that negotia-
tions might be reopened in the wake of the glo-
bal economic and financial crisis . This hope was 
generated by fears of a resurgence of protectionist 
tendencies (e .g . the “Buy USA” provision in the 
draft US stimulus bill) and the recognition, based 
on previous experience, that open markets would 
be critical for moderating the impact of the crisis 
(UNECA/AUC, 2010) . The international community 
tried to address these concerns at the various 
Summits that were convened to agree a response 
to the crisis . For the purposes of reinvigorating 
global trade and investment, the G20 pledged 
USD 250 billion to bolster global trade finance 
and vowed to refrain from protectionist policies . 
The World Trade Organization (WTO) was tasked 
to monitor and report on financial protectionism . 
Additional resources were approved for the IMF 
and the G20 committed to bringing the Doha 
Development Round to a successful and balanced 
conclusion in 2010 . 

For Africa, success in the Doha round of trade 
negotiations will be measured by solid progress 
in the following distinct areas – agriculture, Non-
Agricultural Market Access (NAMA), duty-free 
and quota-free access for LDCs, Aid-for-Trade and 
Special and Differentiated Treatment (SDT) . The 
prospects for progress on some of these issues 
do not appear to be very good .26

25 In London and Pittsburgh, the G20 reaffirmed their 
commitment to meet the MDGs and their respective ODA 
pledges . See www .g20 .org/documents/20091107_progress_
report_standrews .pdf

26 Growing concern in Europe over rising budget deficits 
could spur action on the issue of agricultural input subsidies . 
Countries may reduce the amount of subsidies that they give 
to their farmers .




