Quarzazate

The Noor Concentrated Solar Power (CSP) Complex is the first tangible development
of Morocco’s solar program and one of the largest CSP sites in the world. The project
is part of the country’s 2010-2030 energy strategy, with twin goals of improving the
reliability of energy supply and sustainably reducing the Kingdom's dependence on
external suppliers. The project will diversify production sources by adding renewable
energy to the supply, raising their share in the national energy mix to 42% by 2020,
as compared to 15% in 2015.
Concentrated solar power harnesses the thermal energy of the sun to melt salt. The
heat from the molten salt is used to produce steam that drives the turbines which
produce power. The molten salt can be stored, which allows the Noor complex to
produce solar-powered energy during peak hours at night.
The project is a shining example of how concessional financing, technical assistance
and private sector partnerships can lead to large-scale transformation. It currently
provides clean energy to around 2 million Moroccans and accounts for one-fourth of
the country’s solar energy target of 2GW by 2020.
From a gender perspective, the project strengthens women's socio-economic
integration by providing households with reliable electricity supply, promoting
employment opportunities and supporting small and medium enterprises. The project
directly employs female staff members and offers training courses.
Morocco’s NDC draws from its institutional roots in the National Strategy for
Sustainable Development to outline a vision for 2030. Due to Morocco's high
vulnerability to climate change, there is a significant need to focus on adaptation
actions. Nevertheless, Morocco is committed to reducing GHG emissions by 42%
below the business-as-usual scenario by 2030. This reduction will be achieved
through economy-wide actions that coordinate mitigation targets from all sectoral
strategies and all action plans falling under the auspices of a low-carbon
development strategy in the energy, agriculture, transportation, water, waste,
forestry, industry, housing and infrastructure sectors.

Expected GHG
emissions reductions:
762,000 tons CO2
eq. / year

Installed
capacity:
510 MW

250 permanent
and 2,400 temporary
jobs created

2 million
CSP power
users

520 GWh/year
expected increase in
renewable energy
supply
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We achieved many results since 2009 when the energy strategy
of Morocco was launched. Results are visible here in Ouarzazate.
We moved from desert to power. This shows that in Africa we have
the resources, the natural potential and clear opportunities.
Hon. Aziz Rabbah
Moroccan Energy Minister

