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African Development Bank Group
at COP25

To help achieve these objectives, Bank staff will host and take part in a number of side 
events at the Joint MDB Pavilion and elsewhere. Details of our events are presented 
overleaf.

Fostering Partnership: Build and strengthen partnerships with key actors to promote 
climate resilient and low-carbon development in Africa in line with the Bank's priority 
programme, the High 5s and its Climate Change Action Plan (2016-2020). The African 
Development Bank recognizes that scale and urgency are essential for Africa to meet its 
climate commitments and that no institution or nation can do it alone. The Bank will work 
with all stakeholders including Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) and Development 
Finance Institutions to drive this agenda.

Knowledge: Acquiring and sharing knowledge and experience that will promote learning 
and ensure the Bank stays at the cutting edge of the latest developments on climate 
change and climate �nance to inform its work.

Resource mobilisation: Despite its extremely high vulnerability to climate change, Africa 
only receives 4% of global climate �nance. The Bank will actively engage public and private 
investors through a suite of �nancial solutions to de-risk climate smart innovations.

Advocacy and support: Support regional member countries to engage in an informed and 
effective manner in the negotiations through support to the African Group of Negotiators 
(AGN) and through advocacy of positions that advance the interests of Africa.

Promotion: Showcase Africa's opportunities to deliver climate action as well as leverage 
the Bank's track record in promoting sustainability. The African Development has put in 
place mechanisms to fast-track Africa's green growth plans.

Objectives:

Early this year the economies of Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and Malawi had to absorb losses caused 
by cyclones Idai and Kenneth estimated at $2 billion in a space of two months. A few weeks to this 
COP, Kenya suffered major landslides and the entire East Africa region is on alert for more flooding 
due to the warming of the Indian Ocean. Despite the gloomy forecasts, Africa remains steadfast in the 
fight against climate change. Investments in renewable energy, energy efficiency, climate smart 
agriculture and water use efficiency continue to grow. 

The African Development Bank Group joins global partners at COP25 to advocate for enhanced 
action, demonstrate results and foster partnerships for the Africa we want.

2



African Development Bank's Events
MDB Pavilion, Hall 8

WEEK 1

Wednesday 
15:00-16:30 at the Francophonie Pavilion
The role of African Parliamentarians in the implementation of the Paris Agreement:
challenges and prospects
Organizers: African Development Bank, Francophone Parliamentary Assembly and
Institut de la Francophonie pour le développement durable (IFDD)

December 4, 2019 -  16:00-17:00
Report on the work of the Adaptation Bene�ts Mechanism executive committee
Organizers: African Development Bank’s Adaptation Bene�ts Mechanism’s secretariat

Tuesday
December 3, 2019 -  14:00-15:00
Nature-based solutions for climate resilience
Organizers: African Development Bank’s African Natural Resources Centre with
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and Africa Ecological Futures (AEF II) Consortium

Thursday
December 5, 2019 -  11:30-13:00
Engaging the private sector in �nancing adaptation 
Organizers: African Development Bank

Friday 
December 6, 2019 -  10:00-11:30 
Climate resilience solutions in Africa 
Organizers: African Development Bank with Ministry of Environment and 
Sustainable Development of Benin
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Monday
December 9, 2019 -  17:00-18:00
Gender and climate change in Africa. From sensitivity to responsiveness
Organizers: African Development Bank with Climate Investment Funds
Cocktail reception for participants

WEEK 2

Tuesday
December 10, 2019 -  09:00-10:00
Boosting the development of water and climate projects
Organizers: African Development Bank with INBO, ANBO, UNECE – Water Convention Secretariat

11:00-12:00
Building resilience to climate and extreme weather events for African Small
Island Developing States
Organizers: African Development Bank with Green Climate Fund

AFRICA DAY
Tuesday Room 3
10 December 2019 | 18.30-20.00
Concerted global action on climate change to attain the Africa We Want 

Organisers: the African Union Commission (AUC) and its New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (AUDA-NEPAD), the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the 
African Development Bank, in collaboration with AU member States and RECs.

Thursday
December 12, 2019 -  14:00-15:00
New climate narrative in Africa
Organizers: African Development Bank with Sahel Climate Change Commission and 
Climate Tracker
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Climate Change in Africa

Climate change presents a major impediment to 
Africa achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) report 2018 highlighted the grave 
consequences of temperature rise above 1.5°C, 
especially for Africa. UNEP commissioned research 
estimates that the cost of adapting to climate 
change across Africa could reach $50 billion a year 
by 2050, if global temperature rise is kept within 
2°C above preindustrial levels.

Under the Paris Agreement reached at COP21, all 
countries agreed to take collective action on 
climate change to keep global temperature 
increases to no more than 2°C above pre-industrial 
levels. African countries have outlined bold 
aspirations to build climate resilient and 
low-carbon economies in their Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs) to the Paris 
Agreement.
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However, many of their commitments are 
conditional upon receiving adequate �nancial, 
technical and capacity building support. 

Nevertheless, climate change also provides 
opportunities for Africa to harness its huge 
resource potentials to achieve the targets of the 
Sustainable Development Goals. Addressing 
climate change in Africa will create signi�cant 
market opportunities on the continent, especially 
for the private sector and institutional investors.

Having signed and rati�ed the Paris Agreement, 
nearly all African countries have committed to 
enhance climate action through reducing their 
Greenhouse gas emissions and building resilience. 
For the continent, adaptation to the adverse 
impacts of climate change is urgent. 

Africa will need 
investments 
of over 

$3 trillion 
in mitigation and 
adaptation by 
2030 in order to 
implement its 
NDCs.
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African Development Bank’s 
Climate Change Commitment 

The African Development Bank continues to prioritizing mainstreaming climate change 
and green growth in its portfolio and has committed to reach 100% of all its investments 
based on climate-informed design. The Climate Change and Green Growth Department 
continues to make progress in driving Africa’s transition towards a climate resilient and 
low-carbon development path guided by the Climate Change Action Plan 2016-2020.

The Bank is on the course to meet its commitments made under our second Climate 
Change Action Plan for the period 2016 -2020 including:

1. allocating 40 percent of Bank’s project approvals as climate �nance by 2020,   
 with equal proportions for adaptation and mitigation;

2. mainstreaming climate change and green growth into all Bank investments by  
 2020; and 

3. signi�cant increase in climate �nance access for low income African countries  
 by 2025 annually and enabling Africa's �nancial sector to be at the forefront of  
 �nancing innovation.
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“Africa's �nancial actors need to work together creatively 
to mobilize global �nancial resources at a scale that can 
support local innovation, and that drives climate-resilient 
and low-carbon development on the continent. Having 
been short-changed by climate change, Africa must not 

be short-changed by climate �nance.” 

Akinwumi Adesina,
President of the African Development Bank Group

“We can no longer afford to separate climate change 
from investment decision-making; it is a factor in 

capital displacement.”

Wale Shonibare,
 Acting Vice-President for Power, Energy, 

Climate and Green Growth, 
African Development Bank

“Everyone has a part to play in the race against climate 
change. I truly believe that, if we all play our part, we 

can and will win the race.”

Anthony Nyong, 
Director for Climate Change and Green Growth,

African Development Bank
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Africa Climate Change Fund (ACCF)
ACCF is a $15.3 million trust fund with contributions from Germany, Italy, 
and Flanders, which provides grants to African governments and 
non-governmental organizations to scale up access to climate �nance 
and pilot adaptation initiatives in line with African NDCs. The ACCF has a 
portfolio of 8 projects for a total of $3.3 million of which six countries and 
two regional/multinational. In September 2019, the Oversight Committee 
of the Fund approved seven new projects from the latest call for 
proposals amounting to approximately $4,69 million.

African Water Facility (AWF)
An initiative of the African Ministers’ Council on Water, AWF assists 
African countries to mobilise resources for sustainable development in 
the water and sanitation sector. Since 2006 it has mobilised EUR 1.4 
billion from 15 partners and supported 115 projects in 52 countries.

ClimDev Special Fund (CDSF)
A �nancing arm of the joint African Union Commission, UN Economic 
Commission for Africa and African Development Bank Climate for 
Development in Africa Programme, CDSF �nances the generation and 
use of information for climate-resilient development.

Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Fund (RWSSI)
RWSSI Fund supports activities to strengthen the enabling environment 
and sustainably address water, sanitation and hygiene challenges across 
Africa. Since the inception of RWSSI in 2003, the Bank has invested EUR 
1.7 billion in �nancing 67 RWSSI programs in 35 countries.

Sustainable Energy Fund for Africa (SEFA)
With $121 million from Denmark, Italy, Norway, Spain, UK and USA, SEFA 
is a multi-donor trust fund designed to catalyse private sector 
investments into early stage renewable energy and energy ef�ciency 
markets in order to contribute to universal access to sustainable, reliable, 
and affordable energy in Africa. SEFA portfolio counts 56 projects in 30 
countries. 

Urban and Municipal Development Fund (UMDF)
Funded by the Nordic Development Fund, the UMDF supports planning 
and project development for climate-resilient urban infrastructure in cities 
across Africa.

Internal Climate Funds managed by 
the African Development Bank
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Climate Investment Funds (CIF)
The African Development Bank has a portfolio of 26 approved 
projects with CIF, totaling $875 million, covering clean 
technology, forestry investment, climate-resilience pilots and 
renewable energy scaling in low-income countries.

Global Environment Facility (GEF)
As an implementing agency of the GEF, the Bank is assisting 
African nations to integrate sustainability and climate change 
solutions into their national development plans. The Bank’s GEF 
portfolio includes 41 projects in 33 countries, with a total of $356 
million in grant co-�nancing from GEF to implement Bank 
operations valued at $3.5 billion mobilized from its own resources 
and other external partners.

Green Climate Fund (GCF)
Since 2018, the GCF approved �ve projects submitted by the 
Bank with a total value of $189 million of which, the Bank’s 
co-�nancing amounted to $161 million. Two of these projects are 
now being implemented.
 
Adaptation Fund (AF)
The AF supports activities to strengthen resilience and adapt to 
climate change. The African Development Bank has several 
projects in the pipeline and also supports readiness for direct 
access to the fund by African countries.

Graphic 
Standards

OCTOBER 2013

External Climate Funds where the
African Development Bank is an 

implementing entity



Special Initiatives 

Africa NDC Hub
The Africa NDC Hub serves as a collaborative platform and resource pool 
to support African countries implement their NDCs with two focus areas: 
adaptation and private sector support.
The Hub particularly focuses on three key support areas:

African Financial Alliance on Climate Change (AFAC)
The AFAC aims to put the �nancial sector at the centre of climate action 
in Africa. The pan-African alliance brings together Africa’s key �nancial 
institutions, including central banks, insurance companies, sovereign 
wealth and pension funds, stock exchanges, as well as commercial and 
development banks, to mobilise private capital �ows towards 
continent-wide low-carbon and climate resilient development.

Fostering long-term climate action – this entails analytical work to 
align country-NDCs with national development agenda, its 
voluntary contributions, and to explore options to raise ambition 
necessary for low carbon and climate resilience growth on a 
long-term trajectory.

Mobilizing means for implementation – �nance, capacity building, 
technology development and transfer. These are critical enablers 
to achieve the objectives of the Paris Agreement within the 
context of African sustainable development. The Hub engages 
global climate funds and the private sector to cater for both 
conditional and unconditional pledges of African NDCs; and

Coordination, Advocacy and Partnerships – the Hub provides a 
platform for coordination of NDC support activities on the 
continent for the ef�cient use of limited resources. 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Adaptation Bene�ts Mechanism (ABM)
The ABM is an innovative mechanism for mobilizing new and additional 
public and private sector �nance for enhanced climate change 
adaptation action. It has the potential to speed up transformation to 
low-carbon, resilient and sustainable development of the host countries 
by giving value to resilience. The Bank launched the pilot phase of ABM 
in March 2019 and is now starting the �rst pilot project to promote 
Climate-resilient cocoa production in Cote-d’Ivoire.

Africa Renewable Energy Initiative (AREI)
The AREI is an Africa-owned and Africa-led initiative of the African Union 
that aims at harnessing Africa’s abundant renewable energy resources to 
help achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, enhanced well-being, 
and sound economic development by ensuring universal access to 
suf�cient amounts of clean, appropriate and affordable energy; as well as 
help African countries leapfrog towards renewable energy systems that 
support their low-carbon development strategies while enhancing 
economic and energy security. In so doing the Initiative will ensure 
access to energy while addressing climate change. The Bank’s 
Management serves as Trustee to administer and manages the resources 
of AREI.

Facility for Energy Inclusion (FEI)
FEI is a $500 million debt �nancing platform for small-scale renewable 
energy projects, operating through two �nancing windows: FEI On-Grid, 
designed to offer �exible project and corporate �nance solutions to 
renewable energy projects of less than 25MW and mini-grids; and OGEF, 
aimed at providing consumer and corporate �nancing solutions to solar 
off-grid companies and the related ecosystem. FEI is the Banks’ �rst 
blended �nance facility in the energy sector dedicated to increasing 
access through renewable energy technologies.

Commercial Forestry Fund
With funding support from CIF and in partnership with WWF Kenya, the 
Bank commissioned a study on Alternative Commercial Investment 
Models for African Forestry. As a result, the Bank is now working with 
partners to design a fund to provide concessional support for commercial 
forestry activities in Sub-Saharan Africa excluding South Africa. Well 
managed landscapes including exotic and fast-growing trees can play a 
major role in helping communities adapt to climate change and in 
mitigating GHG emissions. 
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Main Climate-related
Knowledge Products

The African Development Bank 2nd
Climate Change Action Plan

African Development Bank’s 
Climate Change and Green Growth 
2018 Annual Report

Blog: Climate Change in Africa. 
A race against time

Towards Large-Scale Commercial 
Investment in African Forestry

Climate Finance Matters 2019

Climate Finance Newsletter

 
Web Version

Issue No. 43 - December 2018 AfDB at COP24 website  - #AfricaCOP24

THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK , actively participated in COP24 with �ve broad objectives: building and strengthening partnerships to
promote climate-resilient and low-carbon development in Africa, supporting African positions in negotiations, mobilizing �nance, acquiring and
sharing knowledge, and presenting the work of the Bank in aligning its investments with the Paris Agreement.

At the end of the two week-long COP24 Pavilion  hosted some forty round tables and conferences addressing all

We are conscious of the urgency and the need to respond to the challenges facing Africa as revealed by the latest Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) report on 1.5 degrees Celsius. We will continue to support African countries in the bid to implement their NDCs within the
context of the Sustainable Development Goals and contribute to achieving the goals of the Paris Agreement. We will continue to work with
development partners and our regional member countries to ensure that the modest developmental gains that Africa has made must not be
obliterated by climate change.

and climate-resilient development. I am taking advantage of the last days of 2018 to send you my best wishes and those of the African Development

scale to support climate change related investments in Africa.

Best regards,

Anthony Nyong
Director, Climate Change and Green Growth

 

" Having been short-changed by climate change, Africa must not be short-changed by climate �nance ."
Akinwumi Adesina, President of the African Development Bank Group

 

African Development Bank at COP24 and Africa Day

Coming out in full force at the global climate meeting  to represent the voice of Africa and

program of conferences and daily round tables arranged by thematic days and organised in its

Pavilion and beyond.

Africa Day

the high-level ministerial panel and parliamentary dialogue focused on ways to deepen

collaboration among development partners and realize their commitments in terms of actions

and resources to enable African countries to achieve the goals set in their NDCs.

Investments by the African Development Bank and other Multilateral Development Banks

(MDB) play a vital role in steering global �nance towards sustainable and inclusive projects in

Africa. To align their actions with the objectives of the Paris Agreement, the MDBs announced

in a joint declaration , the establishment of a common framework  based on six pillars: aligning

their operations against mitigation and climate-resilience goals; ramping up climate �nance;

capacity building support for countries and other clients; plus an emphasis on climate

reporting.

started with a training workshop bene�tting

PHOTOS
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Web Version

Issue No. 43 - December 2018 AfDB at COP24 website  - #AfricaCOP24

THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK, actively participated in COP24 with five broad objectives: building and strengthening partnerships to
promote climate-resilient and low-carbon development in Africa, supporting African positions in negotiations, mobilizing finance, acquiring and
sharing knowledge, and presenting the work of the Bank in aligning its investments with the Paris Agreement.

At the end of the two week-long COP24, the African Development Bank’s Pavilion hosted some forty round tables and conferences addressing all
aspects of the fight against climate change in crucial economic sectors. The Bank presented investment opportunities in Africa’s Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs), as well as spoke loudly and strongly during the negotiations in defense of the continent’s interests.

We are conscious of the urgency and the need to respond to the challenges facing Africa as revealed by the latest Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) report on 1.5 degrees Celsius. We will continue to support African countries in the bid to implement their NDCs within the
context of the Sustainable Development Goals and contribute to achieving the goals of the Paris Agreement. We will continue to work with
development partners and our regional member countries to ensure that the modest developmental gains that Africa has made must not be
obliterated by climate change.

Beyond the African Development Bank’s participation at COP24, the Bank has invested substantially in supporting Africa’ transition to low-carbon
and climate-resilient development. I am taking advantage of the last days of 2018 to send you my best wishes and those of the African Development
Bank’s Climate Change and Green Growth Department for the new year. We look forward to unveiling new initiatives in 2019 to mobilize resources at
scale to support climate change related investments in Africa.

Best regards,

Anthony Nyong
Director, Climate Change and Green Growth

 

"Having been short-changed by climate change, Africa must not be short-changed by climate finance."
Akinwumi Adesina, President of the African Development Bank Group

 
African Development Bank at COP24 and Africa Day

Coming out in full force at the global climate meeting to represent the voice of Africa and
defend the continent’s interests, the African Development Bank prepared a full and rich
program of conferences and daily round tables arranged by thematic days and organised in its
Pavilion and beyond.
Africa Day marked the starting point for the program, with the theme “The Africa NDC Hub:
Going further and faster with NDC implementation in support of Agenda 2063.” Discussions at
the high-level ministerial panel and parliamentary dialogue focused on ways to deepen
collaboration among development partners and realize their commitments in terms of actions
and resources to enable African countries to achieve the goals set in their NDCs.
Investments by the African Development Bank and other Multilateral Development Banks
(MDB) play a vital role in steering global finance towards sustainable and inclusive projects in
Africa. To align their actions with the objectives of the Paris Agreement, the MDBs announced
in a joint declaration, the establishment of a common framework based on six pillars: aligning
their operations against mitigation and climate-resilience goals; ramping up climate finance;
capacity building support for countries and other clients; plus an emphasis on climate
reporting.
The African Development Bank’s pavilion activities started with a training workshop benefitting

PHOTOS
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Mainstreaming gender in our climate 
action for sustainable impact

Climate information services

Paving the way for climate-resilient 
infrastructure: Building sustainable 
cities and low-carbon mobility 
in Africa

CLIMATE 
INFORMATION 
SERVICES

PAVING THE WAY FOR 
CLIMATE-RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE: 
BUILDING SUSTAINABLE 
CITIES AND LOW-CARBON 
MOBILITY IN AFRICA

Clean energy to power Africa’s future

Ensuring Africa’s Resilience to 
Climate Change

Feed and prosper Africa today 
and tomorrow

FEED AND PROSPER 
AFRICA TODAY AND 
TOMORROW

CLEAN ENERGY 
TO POWER AFRICA’S 
FUTURE

ENSURING 
AFRICA’S RESILIENCE 
TO CLIMATE CHANGE
THROUGH SUSTAINABLE WATER 
SUPPLY , SANITATION AND HYGIENE

MAINSTREAMING
GENDER IN OUR 
CLIMATE ACTION FOR 
SUSTAINABLE IMPACT




