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Rapid urbanization, sustainable land use and spatial 
planning, taxation and development control theme 

Specific focus on inclusive land use and management 
planning. 

Thematic Focus



The Pro-Poor Agenda for Prosperity and Development 
(PAPD), highlights land use planning as a priority for 
equitable development. The policy outlines, as a medium 
term strategy:

“Developing regulatory framework for the actualization of 
Liberia Land Authority Act and the Land Rights Act”. 

“Improve land use planning and natural resource 
management frameworks to ensure fair distribution of 

benefits from natural resource”.
PAPD – Long-term Intervention

Customary Communities “shall develop a land use and 
management plan (component of the land formalization 

process)
LRA - Article 35, Section 1.e

Policy Context



❑The PAPD recognizes that land is a fundamental tool for poverty 
reduction, peace, stability and economic development. 
❑Implementing the Land Rights Act, particularly the provision for 
customary land ownership, aims to reduce landlessness and 
improve tenure security by proving legitimate titles to lands in 
customary and rural areas. 
❑It also serves to enthrone gender equality by including specific 
recommendations for protecting women’s rights to land and 
developing policies that ensure equitable participation of women in 
land governance structures. 
❑The Land Rights Act outlines the steps required to effect the 
formalization of customary land, as one instrument to empower 
vulnerable elements of the Liberian society with easy access to land. 
❑The Land Use Framework further provides the technical guidance 
on implementing these regulatory instruments. 

Policy Implications



The Mandate of the LLA shall be to formulate land policies, 
laws and programs through broad consultations with 
relevant stakeholders and implement related programs and 
activities to ensure effective land governance, including 
land administration and management.

❑The Land Authority shall exercise such powers and 
authority as are necessary for the fulfillment of its 
mandated duties and functions as provided for in the Act.

Mandate of the LLA



Functions and Responsibilities

❑ Broad judicial, regulatory, fiscal, cadastral and conflict 
resolution functions, including, land policy and planning; 

❑ land surveying, 
❑ mapping and registration and 
❑ land valuation services. 
❑ coordination of access to government and public land for 

investment and conservation; 
❑ (ii) promotion of land use planning and zoning by local 

governments; 
❑ (iii) alternative dispute resolution (ADR) services; and, 
❑ (iv) development and maintenance of a modern Land 

Registration system supported by a national land 
information management system (LIMS).



Land Use Planning Context





Framework Development Process

Research
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❑ Need for increased communication between the LLA and local/regional 
governments

❑ Discrimination against women in terms of land ownership, women are being 
denied land use rights in customary communities.  

❑ Perception that certain decisions which have a significant impact on towns 
and counties, particularly mining concessions, are made in Monrovia without 
sufficient consultation with local authorities. 

❑ Eagerness to participate in the land use process at the local level, and a 
desire to work with the LLA.

Key Conclusions-Review Process



❑ Reform the Legislative framework and harmonize conflicting 
governance structures

❑ Passage of supporting  legislative instruments and 
ordinances

❑ Reform of administrative frameworks
❑ Implement national regularization and creation of digitized 

land records
❑ Pilot various forms of dispute resolution mechanisms 
❑ Issues of unplanned spatial developments associated with 

informal settlements 
❑ Decentralization of planning functions to the local level
❑ Coordination of land use planning support to communities 

by Donors, CSOs, NGOs

Focus Areas





Recommendation-Phased Approach

The LUM Framework outlined a phased approach to land use 
planning:

• A National Land Use and Management Policy
• A National Spatial Development Framework
• County Spatial Development Frameworks
• District Spatial Development Frameworks 
• Structure Plans
• Local Plans for cities and towns within districts

Challenge is capacity of local authorities to effectively provide land 
use and management planning in the absence of a decentralized 

land use and management governance structure



❑ Development of a National Land Use and 
Management Policy

❑ Drafting of Supporting Regulations
❑ Pilot Participatory Land Use Planning in 

Foya, Lofa County, Rural Liberia
❑ Pilot Participatory Land Use Planning in 

rural Sinoe County
❑ Development of  County Spatial 

Development Strategy in Sinoe County
❑ Land Cadaster project in Marshall, a fast 

growing suburb of Monrovia
❑ Methodology for a participatory, bottom-

up approach to land use planning
❑ Capacity Development of local authorities

Implementation



The Land Use Framework is an approach to 
equitable and sustainable land planning 
and guides policy to manage public and 
private lands and natural resources to 
achieve Liberia’s long-term economic, 
environmental and social goals

Land use planning can be blueprint for 
decision-making that addresses growth 
pressures, and spatial development plans 
at the national and local levels 

Development of a consensus at the national 
level, particularly among the natural 
resource agencies is critical 

Broad consensus on the need for an 
extensive public education campaign 
regarding the land use planning and 
control process 

Recognition of the importance of 
competent and efficient land use 
administration and enforcement



THANK YOU !!


