
 
 
 

Nature-based solutions for climate resilience 
 

 

Summary 

The event will review the policies, practice and financing of multi-level nature-based solutions to 
enhance climate resilience. Under the framework of the Africa Ecological Futures II initiative, the 
discussion will highlight interventions focused on integrated natural resources management 
(land, water, fisheries, forests, hydrocarbons and minerals), climate and ecological risk mitigation 
and ecosystems conservation. The discussion will examine evidence from Africa and other 
developing regions on the use of nature-based solutions to fight climate change. The discussion 
will further identify the incentives and funding opportunities for nature-based solutions in 
development finance institutions, and for non-state actors, such as civil society and local 
communities to adopt these approaches at scale. 

  

Speakers 

• World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
• UN World Conservation Monitoring Centre 
•  Luc Hoffman Institute 
• African Conservation Centre 
• UN Habitat 

  

Description of the event 

Climate change and natural hazards are the biggest threats facing the world. The need for 
nature-based solutions (NBS) in building resilience to the impacts of climate variability and 
change is an important component of countries´ sustainable economic growth. The IPCC’s Fifth 
Assessment Synthesis Report[1] notes that ‘impacts from recent climate-related extremes, such 
as heat waves, droughts, floods, cyclones, and wildfires, reveal significant vulnerability and 
exposure of some ecosystems and many human systems to current climate variability. Future 
risk is indicated to be high by the observation that natural global climate change, at rates lower 
than current anthropogenic climate change, caused significant ecosystem shifts and species 
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extinctions during the past millions of years. Magnitudes and rates of climate change associated 
with medium-to-high emission scenarios pose an increased risk of abrupt and irreversible 
regional-scale change in the composition, structure, and function of marine, terrestrial and 
freshwater ecosystems, including wetlands.” NBS play a fundamental role in carbon capture and 
storage and offer opportunities to mitigate the effects of climate change and natural risks. It is 
therefore crucial that the implementation of National Determined Contributions (NDCs), i.e. the 
commitment of different countries to the Paris Agreement, integrate nature-based solutions, and 
that the different actors invest in these solutions for the implementation of their strategies and 
plans to fight climate change. 

Nature-based solutions can support climate resilience by prioritising coordinated, large-scale 
approaches at landscape or seascape level that maximise multiple benefits at local level and 
contribute to global commitments (e.g., Aichi, SDGs, and Paris). While country-led, these efforts 
could be multi-stakeholder in implementation involving national governments, local governments, 
local communities and indigenous peoples, non-governmental organizations, and the private 
sector. Countries can reflect the diversity of climate risks (heat stress, drought, coastal flooding, 
etc.), vulnerabilities, and ecosystems (drylands, forests and watersheds, coastal, etc.). At the 
global and continental levels, nature continues to be altered due to unsustainable consumption, 
extinction and habitat loss. 

During the event, the African Development Bank and WWF will present their recent work on the 
use of nature-based solutions to build climate resilience in Africa. This will be followed by a panel 
discussion on the issues arising from the lead presentations.. The event will feature an audience 
drawn from: national delegations to the COP, private sector, international NGOs, multilateral 
development banks (MDBs), researchers/academia, CSOs, local communities and women 
groups. 

The objective of the side-event is to increase awareness of the role of nature-based solutions in 
addressing climate change, and the importance of integrated natural resources management in 
enhancing climate adaptation and resilience. 

  

Outcomes 

• Greater awareness of the growing role of nature-based solutions (NBS) in building climate 
resilience, under the AEF II platform 
• Share lessons, best practices and provide recommendations to guide adoption of NBS in 
Africa and other developing regions, in the context of NDCs and other global commitments. 
• Joint policy position on the role of NBS in strengthening climate resilience, to inform 
overall recommendations and action plan from the COP. 

  

[1] Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 2014. Climate Change 2014 Synthesis 
Report Summary for Policymakers. IPCC, Bonn, Germany 
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