
Droughts, floods, and 
other extreme climate 
events cost around 0.4% 
GDP annually

Zambia is extremely vulnerable to climate change and variability 
due to the low adaptive capacity of its nearly 17 million people 
and high dependence on climate-sensitive sectors, such as 
agriculture and natural resources.. Extreme weather and climate 
events, including floods and droughts, result in significant 
adverse impacts on Zambians’ lives and livelihoods, especially 
among vulnerable social groups and communities living along 
river basins. In addition to contributing to water and food 
insecurity, Zambia’s climate insecurity significantly undermines 
the functionality and accessibility of critical infrastructure, such 
as roads, such as roads, less than 15% of which are paved. 
Without adaptation measures, the intensified effects of climate 
change and variability are expected to sap around 1% of 
Zambia’s annual GDP.

The Government of Zambia, with support from the PPCR, 
has been successful in advancing climate resilient 
development. The CIF and the African Development Bank 
are helping Zambia to promote climate resilience for 
vulnerable sectors and populations in three provinces: 
Lusaka Province, Southern Province, and Central Province.

Funded by the CIF and implemented by the African 
Development Bank, the Strengthening Climate Resilience in 
the Kafue Sub-Basin Project (SCRiKA) is building the 
climate resilience of vulnerable rural communities by 
providing community-level infrastructure and farm-level 
support systems. 

The project has also included the construction and/or 
climate-proofing of nearly 240 km of roads, which provide 
access to previously unconnected communities and link 
farmers to markets. 

The project is strengthening the adaptive capacity of 
households in the Kafue Basin, which depend on rain-fed 
agriculture and natural resources for their subsistence and 
livelihoods.

Population: 17,351,000

UNDP Human Development Index rank: 143/189 

GDP: $26.720 million  

Life expectancy at birth: 63.5 

Total annual emissions: 4,503,000 tonnes CO2e

Increase of +35 °C days: 37.5

Forest area: 489,684 km2

15% of roads are paved 

61% of the population live in rural areas
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PPCR: $38 million

Meet Catherine 
Mweene from the 
Ntambo Women 
Group.

Charcoal business is popular in the area 
but poses a danger to the climate. 
However, thanks to this project, local 
dependence on the charcoal business is 
now ending. Over 300 households are 
now engaged in other activities, such as 
farming. Livestock production provides 
opportunities for communities to adopt 
alternative livelihoods that reduce their 
vulnerability to climate shocks.

“The installation of the borehole 
allowed me to grow a variety of 
vegetables, such as cabbages, 
rape, tomatoes, onions and carrots 
at a larger scale.” Hansimuna said.

“From the profits realised from the 
sale of vegetables, I have also 
managed to take my children to 
school, built a habitable family 
house and started a grocery shop.”

• Namwala       • Chibombo
• Kalomo          • Mumbwa
• Choma           • Itezhi Tezhi
• Monze            • Shibuyunji
• Mazabuka      • Pemba
• Kafue

A total of 105 community-driven micro-projects and 
farm-level supports systems have been funded with 
hundreds more underway

Nearly 115,000 more 
people benefiting from 
trainings or employment

1,620 Green Jobs 
created

11 Tech package 
for farm-level 
systems

Over 78,000 people (51% women) in at-risk 
areas whose livelihoods have already improved

Over 82 km of 
climate-proofed 
roads completed

Implementation Areas Results

Meet Keith Hansomuna, a crop farmer 
in Mapobwe village in Pemba district.

Hansimuna has switched to 
irrigating his crops from a nearby 
community solar-powered 
borehole, installed in November 
2018 as part of the SCRiKA 

project. Previously, he relied on 
erratic rainfall patterns.

 “People were in charcoal 
business, because there was 
nothing else to depend on. 
And we used to travel two 

kilometers from home to go 
and fetch water. But now 

we stopped dealing with 
charcoal and we can also 

send our children to school.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ay3RZqdKWA

