
 

As part of the celebration of World Oceans Day on June 8th, the African Development Bank, in partnership 

with the Ministry of the Environment of Cote d'Ivoire, UN Environment Programme (West Africa, 

Secretariat of the Convention of Abidjan), and civil society actors, is organizing a webinar to inspire new 

perspectives on how to protect marine biodiversity. 

 
The webinar will be divided into 2 sub-themes, to allow maximum participation. They will focus on the 

following questions and modalities detailed below: 

 
Sub-theme 1: West African marine protected areas network 

 

The coastal zone and its resources represent a crucial component of the development of the countries of 

West Africa. Nearly 60% of their populations are concentrated in coastal areas depend on the economy 
within their environment. Artisanal fishing and tourism occupy a central position. To protect certain 

sensitive parts of this coastal area, several States in the sub-region have created Marine Protected Areas  

(MPAs). In most cases, these MPAs constitute environments particularly suitable for the regeneration of 
fishery resources while protecting sensitive habitats such as seagrass beds or mangroves. 

This session will highlight the numerous actions implemented by various actors involved in the setting up 

of MPAs at local, national and regional level. It  will cover environmental and economic challenges on a 
regional scale and offer tangible solutions to sustainable management of the resources, habitats and socio-

economic activities of the West African coastal and marine area. 

 

Moderator: Dr Ahmed Senhoury, Director of Regional Program for the Conservation of the Coastal 
and Marine Zone in West Africa 
 

Speakers: 

Marie Suzanne Traoré,  General Secretary, RAMPAO - The experience of the West African Marine 

Protected Areas Network 

 



Kognan Degrace N’da, Senior Water and Forest Engineer and Director of Ecology and Nature 

Protection - Contribution of marine protected area networks to the sustainable management of fisheries 

in West Africa 

 

Dr Alain Serge Kouadio- Environment and natural resources economist, teacher-researcher at Gangui 

Abrgoua University and associate researcher at the Swiss Center for Scientific Research, Director of 

Green Economy and Social Responsibility of Organizations- Blue economy  

 

Sub-theme 2: Marine resources, blue economy and ocean governance 

 

With its 38 coastal states, the African continent has countless assets to take advantage of the blue economy. 
The African oceans are among the richest environmental resources in the world, and potentially offer 

sources of income to populations. However, many obstacles remain to be overcome to achieve this 

ambitious objective. 
The African Union has defined the development of the blue economy / oceans as a priority objective for 

the achievement of the aspiration: “A prosperous Africa based on inclusive growth and sustainable 

development,” within the framework of its Agenda 2063. A Blue Economy Strategy for Africa is being 

finalized and initiatives in this direction are now everywhere on the continent. 
This session will foster in-depth discussions on the challenges of managing marine and coastal resources, 

ocean governance and the best way to take advantage of the blue economy to boost national economies and 

the conservation of ecosystems. 
Speakers: 

Phillipe Tous, Centre Africain des Ressources Naturelles, African Development Bank – Blue economy 

in Africa 

 

Abou Bamba : Executive Secretary of Abidjan’s Convention  - Unlocking the economic potential of the 

Ivorian coast 

 

Prof Éric Djagoua, Coordinator of the National Coastal Environment Management Program; University 

Center for Research and Application in Remote Sensing - Oceans governance 

 

#ForNature #SuperYearforNature #ProtectOurHome 

 

Registration by June 4: https://bit.ly/36vNU9I  
 
For information: Sonai Borrini: s.borrini@afdb.org 
 
 

 
 

https://bit.ly/36vNU9I
mailto:s.borrini@afdb.org

