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Forward 
 

I am delighted to share with you, the African Development Bank Group’s (the “Bank Group” 

or the “Bank”) draft Policy on Water for your kind review and comments. 

 

The Bank Group is in the process of updating its Policy on Water to enhance its effectiveness 

in serving its client Regional Member Countries (RMCs). The Bank Group’s new Policy on 

Water will provide a general framework for the Bank Group’s engagement in the water sector. 

Building on the achievements of the Bank Group’s 2000 Integrated Water Resources 

Management (IWRM) Policy, the new policy seeks to support the development and improved 

management of water resources and thus enhance water security at household, national and 

regional levels in Africa. This will enhance the sustainable and equitable contribution of 

Africa’s limited water resources to inclusive and green growth. The new Policy on Water, 

therefore, provides principles and highlights key water sub-sectors to guide the Bank’s 

interventions. 

 

As a new and comprehensive Policy on Water, it is fundamental to consult with diverse key 

external stakeholders to bring different perspectives and experiences to shape the proposed 

Policy and to ensure relevance of the Policy to the RMCs. The external consultations are 

expected to contribute to ensuring stakeholders’ ownership and commitment as well as 

facilitating the effective implementation of the Policy on Water once approved by the Bank 

Group’s Boards of Executive Directors. Key stakeholders targeted for the consultations include 

government water sector technical experts, and other relevant regulatory authorities or utility 

companies; Water Users’ Associations, Civil Society Organizations (CSOs); youth groups 

involved in water sector; Regional Economic Communities (RECs); the private sector; 

academia; and multilateral and bilateral development partners present on the continent. 

 

The specific objectives for the external stakeholders’ consultations include – (i) to ensure the 

Bank Group’s Policy on Water reflects the views and feedback of relevant actors; (ii) to 

increase ownership through buy-in of the policy by the key stakeholders; (iii) to identify 

opportunities for enhanced collaboration and harmonization with other development partners; 

and (iv) to ensure that the Bank Group’s Policy on Water is reflective of international best 

practices. The feedback received from key stakeholders would benefit the Bank Group in 

finalizing the new policy on water, with the aim of enhancing dialogue and policy impact in its 

RMCs. 

 

We would be honored by your participation in this online key stakeholders’ policy consultation. 

 

Please accept the assurances of our highest consideration. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Gladys Wambui GICHURI 

Acting Vice-President, Agriculture, Human and Social Development / Director, Water 

Development and Sanitation 
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Section 1:  Water Security for Africa’s Growth and Development 

1.1   Vision 

The Bank Group’s vision is for a water secure Africa where there is equitable and sustainable use and 

management of water resources for quality socio-economic transformation. This is in line with the Africa 

Water Vision 2025.1 In so doing, the Bank seeks to be “the premier partner in achieving water security 

for inclusive and sustainable growth in Africa”.   

In the medium to long term, the Bank seeks to ensure that water sector investment decisions in RMCs 

and/or regional bodies/watersheds are based on sound economic, social and environmental 

considerations, the multiple benefits and uses of the resource, and a clear definition of how investments 

can build a minimum platform of water security. 

1.2   Goal 

Through its policy on water, the Bank Group seeks to improve Africa’s water security and transform its 

water assets to foster sustainable, green and inclusive socio-economic growth and development. The Bank 

will play a leading role in actively promoting the development of Africa’s water sector through 

sustainable financial assistance and advisory services.  

1.3    Objectives 

1. To promote the attainment of a minimum platform of water security in RMCs and sub-regional 

groupings. The policy will concentrate on areas of fragility.2 

2. Assist RMCs and sub-regional groupings in harnessing and sustaining the productive potential 

of their water resources in support of their national and regional development agendas.  

1.4   Key guiding principles 

1.4.1 Attainment of water security at household, national and regional levels should be recognised 

as a fundamental outcome for inclusive growth 

Within the framework of this policy, the Bank will seek to promote the attainment of water security in all 

its RMCs and sub-regions. The key driver for decision making on the Bank’s assistance in water-related 

operations and planning is the degree to which the water security agenda has been attained or is being 

pursued in the RMCs to promote inclusive and sustainable development. This will involve fully 

accounting for the key determinants of water security, including the hydrological environment*,3 the 

socio-economic environment*,4 and the growing impact of climate change. The policy will concentrate 

on regions and areas where water insecurity directly contributes to fragility or where enhanced water 

 
1  The Africa Water Vision is for an Africa where there is an equitable and sustainable use and management of water resources for 

poverty alleviation, socio-economic development, regional cooperation, stable and peaceful societies, and the environment. 
2  Fragility in this context refers to threats from natural phenomena and human factors including (but not limited to) - among the 

natural threats are: the multiplicity of trans-boundary water basins; extreme spatial and temporal variability of climate and rainfall, 

coupled with climate change; growing water scarcity, shrinking of some water bodies, and desertification. The human threats 

include: inappropriate governance and institutional arrangements in managing national and transactional water basins; depletion of 

water resources through pollution, environmental degradation, and deforestation; failure to invest adequately in resource 

assessment, protection and development; and unsustainable financing of investments in water supply and sanitation. 
3    The hydrological environment includes absolute level of both surface and ground water resource availability, its inter   and intra-

annual variability and its spatial distribution - which is a natural legacy that a society inherits. 
4  The socio-economic environment involves the structure of the economy and the behaviour of its actors - which will reflect natural 

and cultural legacies and policy choices. 
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security will resolve conflicts and bring peace to communities. Bank interventions will be informed by 

assessments using, for example, the Country Resilience and Fragility Assessment (CRFA) tool. 

1.4.2 Equitable social welfare and economic growth require the pursuit and application of the 

IWRM approach  

The Bank will continue mainstreaming the IWRM approach as a major set of principles through which 

the policy is implemented. In practice, attainment of these principles resolves around four implementation 

elements: enabling environment, 

institutions and participation, management 

instruments, and financing. The Bank will 

continue to advocate an integrated 

approach to water development and 

management by striking a balance in the 

social, economic and environmental 

spheres. Additionally, the policies and 

options that guide water resources 

management will continue to be analysed 

for their efficiency, equity and 

sustainability.  

The Bank considers water as a key input to 

economic growth with benefits that cut 

across multiple sectors and which should 

benefit economic, social and 

environmental agendas at all levels. 

The Bank’s interventions will observe the main tenets of sound governance and decision-making, 

especially where water is identified as a public good and subsidised in favour of poor and disadvantaged 

groups.  

1.4.3 Promoting sustainable and equitable access to water services helps to achieve the SDGs 

Water is a key driver for the attainment of most of the SDGs, which constitutes the framework through 

which the international community pursues the SDG agenda to “end poverty, protect the planet, and 

ensure prosperity for all by 2030”. The Bank considers water as essential for life, health, dignity, 

empowerment and prosperity.5 It commits to promoting water security in its RMCs as well as in Africa’s 

regional economic communities (RECs) to advance the SDG agenda.  

1.4.4 Transboundary water resources management and development should be recognised as a 

key driver for regional economic integration 

Water is by definition transboundary, whether within a country, across provincial lines, or between 

countries crossing national boundaries. Upstream interventions that affect the flow or the quality of water 

will have an impact on downstream riparian stakeholders. The principles embodied within the Convention 

on the Law of the Non-navigational Uses of International Watercourses6 aim to protect both upstream 

and downstream users: it entitles watercourse states to equitable and reasonable share of the uses or 

benefits of the particular watercourse and creates the related obligation not to deprive other states of their 

rights. Going forward, the Bank will actively seek to use the transboundary nature of water to enhance 

 
5   The UN General Assembly’s declaration stipulates that clean drinking water is "essential to the full enjoyment of life and all other 

human rights" as well as the related UN Human Rights Council resolution of September 2010 on water and sanitation. 
6  Source: http://www.unwatercoursesconvention.org/the-convention/part-ii-general-principles/ 

 

Box 2:The IWRM Principles 

1. Fresh water is a finite and vulnerable resource, essential 

to sustain life, development and the environment. 

2. Water development and management should be based on 

a participatory approach, involving users, planners and 

policy-makers at all levels.  

3. Women play a central part in the provision, management 

and safeguarding of water. 

4. Water has an economic value in all its competing uses 

and should be recognized as an economic good. 

5. Integrated water resources management is based on the 

equitable and efficient management and sustainable use of 

water. 

Source: http://www.gwp.org/ 

http://www.gwp.org/
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regional integration and promote conflict resolution. In particular, the Bank, when addressing 

transboundary water issues, will seek broad agreement with riparian countries and stakeholders in respect 

to projects emanating from one or more countries on transboundary watercourses and, in the absence of 

this, will assess and acknowledge any significant impacts on other riparian countries. This could be 

through supporting existing basin organisations and platform or forums for stakeholder dialogue and 

negotiation. The Bank will also support countries and RECs to better value their water resources and 

harness their economic potential, including by reviewing existing or new conventions. 

Section 2:  Key operational dimensions of the policy 

The following seven operational elements will guide the Bank’s actions in terms of implementing the 

policy.  

2.1 Economic valuation of water, pricing of water services and cost recovery  

Considering the multiple uses of water, financial structuring and effective pricing of water services7 and 

cost recovery are fundamental to using the resource, and user/payer principles will form the basis for 

Bank interventions on water resources development and management. Economic valuation of water 

contributes to evaluating the trade-offs involved in the allocation of water resources between competing 

needs. Pricing of water services and cost recovery reflect the resources used for investment (capital costs) 

and expenditures for operation and maintenance (or life-cycle costs). These are greatly influenced by the 

selection of technologies, sources and scale. It is also noted that right pricing and cost recovery can 

promote conservation and greater awareness of the value and scarcity of water, and lead to efficiencies 

in allocation and use. The right pricing approach also positions water development and service delivery 

as a business, which attracts alternative finance and further enhances sustainability. Economic 

instruments for mobilizing financing to support IWRM include water and sanitation tariffs, abstraction 

charges, pollution taxes, payments for ecosystem services and value capture mechanisms. 

The principle of managing water as a social and economic good* is emphasised by the policy. The Bank 

will seek to promote the most inclusive pricing of water services and cost recovery, using targeted 

subsidies as necessary. For some water uses, such as supply, pricing of water services based on 

appropriate cost recovery policies that allow commercially viable operations of water services whilst 

considering social aspects such as the ability to pay are required.   

In its support for the inclusive pricing of water services, the Bank will address the concern for effective 

management of water resources and that for an equitable8, integrated and efficient service delivery of the 

resources for human survival and well-being, as well as for agriculture and other economic enterprises. 

The principle of different forms of subsidies will be integrated to support the economic activities of 

vulnerable and low-income groups. In addition, service standards and technologies will be tested for 

affordability. 

The Bank will support RMCs to improve the financial recovery of the cost of water services for greater 

effectiveness and sustainability through technical assistance, notably in developing sustainable and 

inclusive tariff policies to ensure sound management of water services delivery, as well as responsible 

user and consumer behaviours. The Bank will also support and promote awareness and education 

 
7   In the context of this policy, “pricing of water services” is what the user is required to pay for the water services, which is the key 

factor for end users. As far as possible, the Bank will promote water pricing that is inclusive and based on appropriate cost recovery, 

inclusivity and sustainability policies – pricing should also reflect water scarcity. 
8  Equitable service delivery in the context of domestic use refers to a fair tariff system, which satisfies basic needs for all while 

integrating the principle of paying higher rates as the consumption rate goes up. 
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programmes targeting water stakeholders for the responsible use, consumption, and recycling of their 

water resources. 

2.2   Sustainable, smarter and resilient infrastructure  

Africa needs adequate infrastructure to access, store, regulate, move and conserve its water resources; as 

well as to strengthen resilience against disasters and climate change effects. Such infrastructure includes 

dams, intakes, weirs, irrigation canals, water supply networks, metering systems, data management 

systems, sewerage systems, wetlands, aquifer and groundwater exploration, among others. The Bank 

Group’s focus on infrastructure and sustainable management systems depends on the degree to which 

each of these contribute to achieving water security at a national and regional level. In Africa, the 

percentage of annual renewable resources mobilised is 5%9 and only 68% of the population has access to 

improved water supply. To improve these numbers, manage water-related risks and increase water 

security, considerable investments in infrastructure are required. In the case of countries already facing 

the challenge of availability of water resources such as in northern Africa (more than 80% of available 

water resources utilised), infrastructure development should also help to address the issues of sustainable 

access to water resources as well as those of maintaining a high quality of water services. The Bank is 

well placed to use its financial resources to guide investments in water infrastructure to ensure that these 

are made within a water security framework. Wherever relevant, the Bank will provide support for the 

development of multi-purpose water infrastructure, to maximise synergies among various sectors and to 

increase benefits.  

Additionally, green infrastructure*10 plays an increasingly important role in providing safe, clean and 

regular water flows - from wetlands that buffer coasts from storms, and aquifers that store water, to forests 

that reduce erosion and help keep water free of sediment. Integrating natural approaches into conventional 

water system infrastructure planning is cost-effective, can ensure water supply and quality, and will 

reduce the climate vulnerability of people across the continent.11 The Bank will seek to support water 

infrastructure projects and operations that use smart, innovative and greener technologies that are more 

sustainable, make better use of water, reduce water-related disasters and are more resilient to climate 

change.  

2.3   Governance and enabling environment 

Capable results-oriented institutions and good governance are crucial for attaining water security at 

household, community, local, national and regional levels. Strong institutions are required for the 

sustainable implementation of water policies, effective operations and maintenance (O&M) of water 

schemes, equitable water allocation and property rights, planning and monitoring, enabling regulations 

and pricing of water services, among others. Yet institutional and human resources capacity for 

sustainable water sector services delivery remains a challenge in Africa. The Bank will increase its 

support for capacity building that manages water and contributes to water security.  Most importantly, 

the Bank will support and promote good governance in the water sector. The Bank will also strengthen 

its capacity development support and advocacy for more innovative, holistic and affordable technological 

service delivery business models. Greater efforts will be directed at strategic planning and monitoring as 

well as project preparation and implementation. In so doing, the Bank will contribute to the efforts of 

RMCs and RECs to avoid or progress from situations of fragility.  

 
9   The African Development Bank Group Strategy 2013-2022, Results indicators for the strategy (2011).  
10 Green infrastructure refers to ecological systems, both natural and engineered, that act as living infrastructure designed for 

environmental, social and economic benefits in both urban and rural settings. Examples include permeable surfaces, green/living 

walls (vertical gardens), green/living roofs (partially or completely covered with vegetation) and street trees. Benefits of green 

infrastructure include reduced urban heat, lower building energy demand and improved storm-water management. 
11 Climate Change Is Hurting Africa’s Water Sector but Investing in Water Can Pay Off. World Resources Institute Blog Post (2019). 

Source: https://www.wri.org/blog/2019/10/climate-change-hurting-africa-s-water-sector-investing-water-can-pay 

https://www.wri.org/blog/2019/10/climate-change-hurting-africa-s-water-sector-investing-water-can-pay
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2.4   Financing and investments 

To attain water security at all levels, countries should allocate and/or attract substantial investments 

through budgets, loans, grants and equity from domestic and international financing institutions. Financial 

structuring, for example in the form of public-private partnerships (PPPs), and the use of innovative 

instruments such as guarantees, blended financing, and bonds will be promoted. These investments are 

crucial for developing, implementing and maintaining the hard and soft infrastructure and institutional 

components of the water systems. In line with its mandate, the Bank will enhance its catalytic role in 

attracting sustainable and innovative financing including from the private sector and micro-finance 

schemes to contribute to water security in Africa.  

In order to maximise investments in the sector, project preparation plays a key role as the lack of project 

readiness for investment is one of the most limiting factors in attracting additional financing. Hence, the 

Bank would enhance support to RMCs and RECs for project/programme preparation, to raise financing 

and forge external partnerships (from new and traditional, public and private). Furthermore, the Bank will 

help governments to institute innovative financing mechanisms and strong financial management systems 

to raise capital for increased investments in water resources infrastructure development and management.  

2.5   The multi-purpose use of water and ecosystem approach  

Multipurpose Use of Water - As outlined above, the concept of water security and related IWRM 

approach call for multi-purpose water projects and programmes. Multi-purpose projects* are single 

projects meant to achieve multiple objectives simultaneously. For example, a dam may at the same time 

provide irrigation water, impoundment for hydropower, run-off drainage, flood protection as well as 

secure flows during droughts. The multi-purpose use of water also acknowledges that different uses may 

require water of different quality – the waste from one use may be the resource for another (a water 

recycling or integrated management approach). 

From a macroeconomic perspective, multi-purpose projects provide multiple benefits from a single 

investment, thus seeking to promote efficiency, while fostering equality and sustainability through a 

holistic approach. However, while multi-purpose projects may address multiple problems and may turn 

out to be more efficient in the long run, there are also some disadvantages.12 Multi-purpose projects are 

expensive to develop and their maintenance may become more complicated and disruptive for the existing 

infrastructure. Most multi-purpose water projects are funded by governments, with possible international 

donor support. However, mobilising resources may be challenging; and attracting private investors, while 

desirable, may be difficult due to the inherent complexity. Conflicts of interests among the individual 

uses,13 particularly in transboundary water projects, may occur. In addition, regulatory requirements are 

more complex and inter and cross-sector coordination demands are much higher, requiring strong 

institutional capacities. 

Given the multiple benefits involved and the high potential for strengthening water security, the Bank 

will continue to support multi-purpose water projects, while acknowledging the challenges. 

Consequently, the Bank, in its catalytic and ‘honest broker’ role, will leverage its partnerships to convene 

and connect the right players, promote the appropriate development and financing of multi-purpose water 

projects and programmes as well as assist in their coordinated implementation in RMCs and RECs. The 

Bank will enhance its dialogue and advisory services to RMCs and RECs in support of transformational 

regulatory reforms and strong institutional capacity. It will also advocate for sustainable transboundary 

water agreements, including those to address the tradable nature of water, and conflict resolution where 

necessary.  

 
12  Advantages and Disadvantages of Multipurpose Projects.  

   Source: http://www.slideshare.net/ebadrahman739/advantages- disadvantages-of-multipurpose-projects 
13  For example, hydropower requiring maximum storage levels and irrigation causing lower levels result in complex and potentially 

vulnerable contract structures. 

http://www.slideshare.net/ebadrahman739/advantages-
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Ecosystem Approach - The successful implementation of a multi-purpose project is contingent on an 

adequate ecosystem approach, whereby a holistic view is required for linking ecosystem service delivery 

and human needs. This approach requires adaptive management, as its implementation depends on local, 

national, regional or even global conditions. Valuing ecosystem services is an important tool when 

considering the costs and benefits of different options for achieving water security. Given the range of 

human and environmental needs which must be met, there are inevitable trade-offs, particularly in those 

areas where water is intensively used, or where withdrawals are rapidly accelerating. It is essential to 

avoid or resolve these trade-offs and mediate between the claims of competing users through rules-based 

systems rather than force or coercion.14 The Bank Group will promote an ecosystem services-based 

approach in implementing multi-purpose water use projects. Accordingly, in its dialogue and advocacy 

to its RMCs, the Bank Group will promote legal frameworks, policies and regulations that manage 

competition and ensure that various ecosystem services are valued in order to avoid causing unintended 

conflicts or trade-offs, particularly trade-offs that may be detrimental to water security. Additionally, the 

Bank Group will seek to galvanise more partnerships and financing for assessing, monitoring and 

protecting environmental flows. 

2.6   Knowledge management, innovation, technology and research 

Knowledge Management - In most RMCs and RECs the lack of adequate and reliable information or 

data and the failure to use available tools are major obstacles to projects and programmes for enhancing 

water security. The Bank’s role is to support the African water sector in developing the required 

knowledge, information systems and reliable databases to make evidence-based decisions on 

interventions within a water security framework. In particular, the Bank will emphasise regular and timely 

dissemination of water security information, the development of hydro meteorological networks, the 

strengthening of information and communication technology (ICT) systems at the level of water utilities 

and service providers as well as effective and efficient knowledge sharing across the continent and 

globally.  

Innovation and Technology - Increasing demands on a limited, contested supply of water resources, 

combined with the effects of climate change and population growth urgently call for innovative and 

technologically sound solutions to reduce the risks facing Africa’s water security and provide the RMCs 

with new approaches to their water challenges. The Bank will promote water innovation and technology 

investments in RMCs and aim to reduce Africa’s technological gap in water science and technology in 

terms of capacity building and access to new and relevant technology. The Bank will promote and 

advocate for skills development and education in the sector at all levels to address capacity constraints. 

It will support research and technology transfers for improved water resources management and the 

adoption of technologies to increase water use efficiency and reduce losses related to non-revenue water, 

as well as improve rainfall and runoff catchment and storage. The Bank will also support research to 

improve water productivity, notably in the irrigation sector, which consumes approximately 80% of water 

resources currently used and in which opportunities for scaling down traditional irrigation water use by 

two to three times through efficient and modern irrigation technology and practices is present. Special 

attention will be given to the use of indigenous knowledge and researchers, and on south-south 

cooperation.  

Research - The Bank will promote alliances and partnerships between public and private research 

institutes, civil society organizations (CSOs), universities and water-related industries to support the 

adaptation, transfer and application of research outcomes. The Bank will facilitate collaborative research 

work with ICT enterprises and capacity building to introduce the use of water sector ICT applications in 

operation and management as well as in the financial operations of water utilities, water resources data 

collection, exchange, consolidation, monitoring and early warning systems at national and basin levels. 

 
14   Source: https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/7865.pdf 

https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/7865.pdf
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2.7   Participation and inclusiveness  

Efficient utilisation and management of water requires the full participation of all stakeholders. Interested 

parties should be periodically consulted and informed.15 It is only through the support of stakeholders, 

their willingness to pay and their compliance with user guidelines of water systems that countries can 

move towards achieving water security.  

The Bank’s role in this context is to advocate that at all stages of the project cycle, interested parties are 

adequately consulted in a timely, transparent and inclusive manner. The Bank will continue to advocate 

for national governments to deepen stakeholder participation in the project cycle. Where feasible, the 

Bank will increase its efforts to directly engage with beneficiaries, non-government partners and the 

private sector. It will also emphasise the participation of women, youth and other marginalised groups 

(whether through conflict, policy or geography). Through this role, the Bank will strengthen the support 

base for interventions in the water sector and thereby contribute to water security.  

In the last two decades, Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs), including the African Development 

Bank Group and the international development community at large, have promoted the establishment of 

water users’ associations (WUAs). These WUAs help to mobilise the resources and the commitments of 

users to support the operation and maintenance of the water systems and advocate for safe use and 

protection of the water resources. Their role in mobilising community participation, increasing the 

collection of water fees, reduction of water losses and waste, reducing the frequency and/or the gravity 

of water related conflicts among the users, and improving the dialogue with the operators and the public 

agencies has been well demonstrated.  

The Bank will continue its support for the creation and capacity-building of gender-balanced WUAs16 

and local private sector participation in its water related investments. It will seek innovative 

organisational solutions with the RMCs to enhance the partnership between national institutions and the 

WUAs in the planning, operation and maintenance of the water systems. 

Since water is an important component of human and social development, the support for, and the 

inclusion and equitable treatment of, vulnerable and disadvantaged groups, such as women, youth, 

minorities, the disabled and poor segments of the population, are critical for the Bank’s involvement in 

the water sector. Within the framework of this policy, the Bank will advocate for mainstreaming equity 

and inclusiveness in operations that it will finance. In particular, it will seek as much as possible to harness 

the economic potential of water resources to create employment opportunities for vulnerable segments of 

the population. 

Section 3:  Priority areas  

Water is, by nature, a multi-purpose resource that involves diverse interest groups. Water resource 

development and management entails many administrations at the national and regional level as well as 

within the Bank Group itself. Accordingly, this policy outlines below the priority areas for the Bank’s 

support in the water sector, as well as other areas of interventions in the water sector.  

In all these areas of involvement, the Bank will seek to enhance water security at household, sub-national, 

national and/or regional levels. Consequently, the Bank will not support interventions likely to endanger 

 
15   The Dublin Principle No. 2 underlines the importance of a participatory approach in water development and management, starting 

at the lowest appropriate level. The Dublin Statement on water and sustainable development (1992); Source:  

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/hwrp/documents/english/icwedece.html#p1 
16  Water users associations in this policy refers to water users in the broadest sense, i.e. beyond domestic water points/supplies.  

 

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/hwrp/documents/english/icwedece.html#p1
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or diminish the water security status at all levels. In each of the priority areas, the Bank will recognise the 

role of water resources management and development (WRMD) at national and transboundary levels.  

3.1   Water supply and sanitation 

Access to safe water and sanitation is a fundamental human right.17 Improved access to clean water supply 

and adequate sanitation services are crucial to meeting the health demands of Africa’s rising population, 

increasing urbanisation and socio-economic development. Within the framework of the policy, the Bank 

will continue to support the water supply and sanitation sub-sector to promote increased access to safe, 

affordable and sustainable water supply and sanitation services by both the unserved and the underserved 

populations among its RMCs. In accordance with SDG6, the Bank’s policy for water supply and 

sanitation will focus on water operations that ensure availability and sustainable management of water 

and sanitation for all and SDG11, which is to make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable.18 

Accordingly, the Bank will actively support infrastructure investment projects, institutional and 

regulatory reforms, service delivery arrangements, as well as capacity-building initiatives that promote 

adequate and equitable access to water supply and sanitation services for all, paying special attention to 

vulnerable groups including women and girls. In its water sector interventions, the Bank will increase its 

advocacy and support for investments in more innovative, comprehensive and affordable solutions and 

service delivery business models to enhance access to sustainable sanitation. Also, the Bank will seek to 

enhance engagement with the private sector on sanitation and developing partnerships for financing and 

knowledge management.  

3.2   Agricultural water management 

Agriculture is the largest water consumer in Africa, with an annual usage of about over 80 percent of the 

total exploited resources19, hence the strategic agricultural use and management of water20 is key to both 

water and food security, particularly in pursuance of SDG2, which seeks to end hunger, achieve food 

security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture. Current trends towards agricultural 

modernisation and intensification are expected to have significant impacts on the volume of ground and 

surface water utilisation, and on water quality. Attaining water security will therefore be a necessary 

condition for food security and sustainable agricultural growth.  

Within this context, the Bank will finance and support sustainable agriculture and agri-business 

operations that promote optimum use of water for agriculture through integration of multi-use options, 

preservation of livelihood assets, adequate water-saving technology and inclusive pricing of water 

services.   

The Bank will continue to support efficient irrigation strategies and programmes that may involve, among 

others, water harvesting, drainage of agricultural land, reuse of drainage water and other water resources 

of marginal quality; and smarter, greener and more sustainable ways of crop production that minimise 

water and fertiliser consumption.   

Other areas of critical importance in agriculture water use, which this policy will address, are livestock 

water use, forestry, horticulture, as well as fisheries and aquaculture in support of Africa’s blue economy 

through integrating watershed management and marine and inland waters spatial planning. The Bank 

 
17   Resolution 18/1 of the United Nations Human Rights Council (2011), Source: 

http://www.un.org/es/comun/docs/?symbol=A/HRC/RES/18/1&lang=E 
18 United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform, Source: 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgsproposal  
19   Source: http://www.fao.org/aquastat/en/  
20  Agricultural uses of water included in the aspects of irrigation, drainage, diversions, water storage, ground water recharge and 

surface water management, salinity control and land reclamation, water logging, watershed management, flood control, climate 

change mitigation, drought resilience, water harvesting and conservation. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgsproposal
http://www.fao.org/aquastat/en/
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Group will seek to support the rich wildlife of Africa to ensure that the domestic-wildlife conflicts in 

water use are avoided or addressed and that maximum benefits and coexistence are achieved. 

The Bank will also seek to promote innovative financing, for example agribusiness PPPs, to improve 

water security for agriculture, while ensuring the prosperity of smallholder farmers. It will support 

projects that build human capacity as well as develop institutional structures, such as water abstractor 

groups and extension support services, and to create an environment conducive for increased agricultural 

water investment. 

3.3   Sustainable water use for energy production 

Most energy production processes require water including for cooling in thermal and cleaning processes, 

powering turbines, as well as cultivation of crops for biofuels. In particular, hydropower schemes, 

production of biofuels and cooling of power plants utilise large volumes of water. In the case of 

hydropower production, the Bank will seek, wherever possible, to promote environmentally and socially 

sound multi-purpose projects. In addition, the Bank will ensure that the design of hydropower plants 

adequately reflects local and national needs for water and energy development, while giving due 

consideration to the impacts on riparian communities and ecosystems. Given the high costs involved, the 

Bank will also put particular emphasis on helping countries, RECs and river basin* organizations (RBOs) 

to mobilise the required financial resources. 

In line with its Energy Sector Policy,21 the Bank will support irrigation schemes for the production of 

liquid biofuels, provided that they: (i) promote inclusive business models for smallholder farmers; (ii) are 

integrated into and foster rural development; and (iii) do not undermine food security and biodiversity.    

In all the above-listed uses of water in the energy sector, the Bank will promote sustainable water resource 

management practices, to ensure that negative social and environmental impacts are minimised. The 

Bank’s assistance for water-related energy operations will be in accordance with SDG7, aimed at 

ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all; and will directly contribute 

to SDG9 – to build resilient infrastructure, promote sustainable industrialization and foster innovation, 

among others. 

3.4   Other areas of intervention 

The following sub-section delineate other areas in which the Bank intends to focus its assistance to the 

African water sector. While adopting a demand-driven approach based on RMCs/RECs’ own 

circumstances, resources endowments and priorities, the Bank will ensure that its interventions in these 

sectors will not have significant negative impacts on the attainment of water security. 

3.4.1 Urban development 

Africa has had the fastest average national and urban population growth rates in recent years and will still 

have the highest rates globally in 2050. For sub-Saharan Africa, the urban population will more than triple 

to 1.1 billion in 2050. Although urban areas are the hubs for economic, political and social development, 

challenges related to water and sanitation will proliferate due to the increasing need to share already 

deficient and poorly managed water resources. Compounded by poor urban planning, inadequate waste 

management and pollution, lack of resilience to climate change and related disasters, these challenges 

will jeopardise the benefits of urbanisation. The urban poor are the most affected. To help RMCs 

maximise the benefits of urbanisation, the Bank will support the strengthening of capacities of urban 

authorities and service providers for improved urban planning and integrated urban water management 

(IUWM). It will also promote service provision for the urban poor and other vulnerable groups, efficient 

 
21 Source: 

http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/PolicyDocuments/Energy_Sector_Policy_of_the_AfDB_Group.pdf 

http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/PolicyDocuments/Energy_Sector_Policy_of_the_AfDB_Group.pdf
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use of water, uptake of innovative waste management approaches such as city-wide inclusive sanitation, 

as well as investments in appropriate blends of green and grey infrastructure for sustainable development. 

These will contribute to the achievement of SDG11 on making cities and human settlements inclusive, 

safe, resilient and sustainable. 

3.4.2 Transportation 

Africa has many navigable waterways22 which could provide the continent with low cost, energy-efficient 

and environmentally friendly forms of transport with a high potential for promoting inter/intra-country 

trade and regional integration. However, they remain the weakest link in the transport system despite the 

excellent possibilities for penetrating the continent’s landlocked countries. Some of the water-related 

constraints on inland waterways include seasonal blockages caused by water weeds, and variable water 

levels that negatively impact continuity and reliability of the service. To harness the potential of the 

African rivers and lakes for transport of persons and goods, the Bank will support operations that ensure 

water security through effective and environmentally friendly management of water resources availed by 

the lakes and rivers, taking into account better safety and security, harmonised procedures and standards 

and the multi-purpose uses of water.23 Particular emphasis will be placed on rural access and promoting 

regional integration; and on protecting waterways and aquatic resources from pollution due to 

transportation systems that lack provisions for waste management, including oil. 

3.4.3 Industry and tourism 

The Bank, as regards industry and tourism, supports SDG9, to build resilient infrastructure, promote 

sustainable industrialization and foster innovation. 

Manufacturing - Despite the low level of industrialisation in several African countries, increasingly 

larger amounts of water, taken from the surface or from aquifers, are used for industrial purposes. The 

African manufacturing industry has a progressively larger water footprint. Water is required in several 

phases of the industrial processes for the extraction of raw materials, processing of intermediate products, 

manufacturing, transport and maintenance. In addition, effective and sustainable management of water 

resources in industry involves efficient disposal and reuse mechanisms. The Bank will support 

manufacturing operations that prioritise sustainable water use, with adequate monitoring of water 

withdrawals and regulated disposal of wastewater, in line with the user/polluter pays principle.  

Extractives Industries - Recently there have been significant developments in the African extractives 

industries, which require considerable amounts of water for mineral processing, metal recovery, and dust 

control as well as satisfying the needs of workers on site. Given the high potential for negative impact 

that extractive activities have on the quality of surface and groundwater resources, and therefore on the 

environment and water security, it is critical to monitor the water pumped into or discharged from mining 

and extractive sites, and systematically implement management strategies aimed at preventing or 

mitigating water and land pollution. This should also address threats to water resources from illegal 

mining activities. The Bank will seek to support extractive industries that give high priority to compliance 

with government water security and environmental regulations in their use of water resources and that do 

not compromise water security. Special emphasis will be placed on projects and programmes that 

prioritise efficient reuse and recycling of wastewater.    

Tourism - In many parts of the continent, water is an essential part of tourism resorts and national parks. 

These resorts and parks attract large numbers of visitors and generate revenue for local economies. The 

 
22  The main inland waterways are limited to five rivers namely: Nile, Congo, Niger, Senegal and Zambezi, and three lakes: Victoria, 

Tanganyika and Malawi. Overall, 29 African countries (over 50%) have one form of navigable waterways or another. 
23  The multi-purpose use of surface water may include impoundment for hydropower or irrigation, tourism, water supply, wastewater 

management, flood protection and securing flows during droughts.  
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Bank Group will support operations in tourism that align with the IWRM principles and do not 

compromise water security. There will be a particular focus on the preservation of the livelihood assets.    

3.4.4 Water-related disaster risk management  

Attaining water security involves managing disaster risks related to water, including storing water for 

periods of drought, floods and pollution control. It also involves ensuring adequate infrastructure, systems 

and services for sustainable delivery of potable water to control the spread of infectious disease and 

epidemics such as COVID-19, Ebola Virus Disease and cholera. African countries face some of the 

highest water risks in the world. More assets and larger populations will be exposed to water-related risks 

as Africa’s economies grow. The threats of water-related disasters have been increasing with human 

activities and climate change, creating the need for adequate preparedness and planning for managing 

water-related disasters. 

In response, the Bank will support RMCs to adopt integrated disaster risk management approaches, 

including an appropriate mix of structural and non-structural approaches, to reduce mortality and 

economic losses. It will increasingly support disaster management measures (climate-resilient water 

systems) including water storage in dams/reservoirs, flood management infrastructure, putting in place 

land use regulations-based risk assessment, evacuation plans, catchment conservation and hydro-

meteorological stations for the better understanding of disaster risks, predictions and early warning 

mechanisms. Special attention will be given to the control of floods and excess water flows as well as to 

the mitigation of waterborne and water-related diseases, such as malaria, typhoid fever, Rift Valley fever, 

diarrhoea, cholera, dysentery, bilharzia, Ebola Virus Disease, and COVID-19, among others.  

Section 4:  Cross-cutting Areas 

4.1   Private sector participation  

Given the huge volume of investment and the high level of capacity required to ensure sustainable water 

security, private sector participation is necessary to complement the traditional government or aid-funded 

water development agenda. This is also justified by the pressure on government budgets from increasingly 

competing demands, limited access to investment capital and limited technical and commercial capacity 

of the public sector in general. At the same time, there are opportunities for the fast-growing African 

private sector to engage and participate in improving the development and management of water 

resources on the continent, including bulk water supply, desalination, mini-hydro schemes, and 

innovation. It will be necessary to address challenges such as governance, transparency, adequate 

regulation and appropriate risk management for the management of water resources and the provision of 

services. 

The Bank will support the private sector in a wide range of water-related economic and social 

infrastructure engagements by supporting private sector players to become more efficient and 

competitive; and by expanding the scope of its two main financing channels to enable the development 

of PPPs and direct private sector investments through dedicated lending. The Bank will promote blended 

financing approaches, un-bundling large-scale developments to carve out roles for the private sector, 

leveraging its financing windows as appropriate and a multi-sector facilitation approach to create an 

enabling environment for a sustainable public-private partnership. The Bank will support the RMCs in 

developing adequate legal frameworks to offer win-win partnerships to the private sector according to 

the principles of a green economy, inclusive growth and water security. The Bank will support the 

creation of innovative contractual and financial solutions to encourage the participation of local private 

contractors and operators as well as non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and water users’ 

associations to enable a more inclusive model for private sector participation.   
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4.2   Gender and youth empowerment 

Women’s participation in the planning and implementation of water projects ensures design 

responsiveness to the needs of the prime users and managers of the water and sanitation services at 

household level and acknowledge their contribution to the overall management and conservation of 

community water resources. Meaningful inclusion and inter-generational dialogue are key to achieving 

SDG 6. Recognising the role of gender in the implementation of water security operating principles, the 

Bank will continue to support its cross-cutting gender strategy in the implementation of its policy on 

water. The Bank will also endeavour to maximise the potential for job creation in its water-related 

operations, in line with its human capital development and youth empowerment strategies. In doing so, 

the Bank will devote necessary resources to enhance its internal organisational capacity and provide 

support to RMCs in integrating a gender balanced and youth-empowering water security policy in their 

water-related investments and water resources development and management.  

 

In addition, the Bank will leverage its internal resources with partners at national and international level 

that bring in complementary roles and expertise in promoting gender- and youth-empowerment in the 

African water sector.  

4.3   Environmental and social responsibility  

Water-related investments for RMCs’ social and economic development involve complex inter-relations 

between livelihood patterns of the targeted populations and natural resources to bring about direct and 

substantial social and environmental benefits. It can also complicate development challenges, which are 

difficult to capture at the design and appraisal phase. The Bank will apply its Integrated Safeguards 

System (ISS) to identify and address adverse environmental and social risks derived from its operations 

throughout the project cycle, from the design to the operational phase to enhance its social and 

environmental accountability and contribute more effectively to the objectives of inclusive and green 

growth. The Bank will strengthen the capacity of the local and national governmental and non-

governmental partner organisations to set and manage comprehensive participatory monitoring practices 

at various levels and apply adaptive project management approaches to evade identified risks or seize 

opportunities for enhanced derived benefits from the investments. 

The Bank will support and promote awareness and education programmes in water-related interventions 

for the responsible use, consumption and recycling of water resources. The Bank will support RMCs in 

developing sustainable and inclusive water tariff policies, including incentives and cross subsidies, and 

taking into consideration the capacity and willingness to pay by the different users.24 

4.4   Climate change 

The past two decades have witnessed significant changes in rainfall patterns, temperature and 

hydrological cycles of major watercourses of Africa. This highlights the vulnerability of African water 

resources to climate change impacts, as well as the derived socio-economic and environmental risks to 

Africa’s sustainable economic growth. The challenges of managing impacts of climate change are 

growing in water-dependent sectors such as agriculture, energy (hydropower), tourism, fisheries, 

navigation, domestic water supply and biodiversity. Limited availability and integration of water 

resources databases, climate change models, reliance on traditional agriculture and pastoral practices, 

rigid design parameters for public infrastructure, and inadequate legal frameworks are among the major 

blockages on the development of effective response measures in the short and long term.  

 
24 Placht, M. (2007). Integrated Water Resource Management: Incorporating Integration, Equity, and Efficiency to Achieve 

Sustainability. The Fletcher School, IDEAS. Source  http://fletcher.tufts.edu/ierp/ideas/default.html 
 

http://fletcher.tufts.edu/ierp/ideas/default.html
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In line with the Bank Group’s climate change and green growth strategic framework, the Bank will assist 

RMCs and RECs in developing their climate change adaptation and resilience strategies and in integrating 

a comprehensive set of measures to tackle, in a flexible and reactive approach, the climate change impact 

on the water-related sectors; in accordance with the SDG13, which is to take urgent action to combat 

climate change and its impacts. The Bank will contribute to the development and management of water 

resources knowledge at national and regional basins through enhanced capacity building and institutional 

development of the key national and regional authorities. The Bank will support the RMCs and RECs in 

improving the awareness and knowledge of climate change impacts on water resources and the derived 

socio-economic infrastructures and services. The Bank will integrate the impact of climate change on 

water resources as a major factor for risk assessment and mitigation measures in its water related 

investments.  

 

Section 5:  Policy implementation 

Implementation of the new policy on water will follow a one-Bank approach to maximise the impact of 

the Bank’s resources and promote coherent engagement in the water sector. The following highlights key 

activities for the effective implementation of this policy.  

5.1 Water sector and related strategies 

The policy on water will be implemented through a series of medium-term strategies developed in a one 

Bank approach, involving the various internal water security stakeholders.25 These strategies comprise 

the Water Sector Strategy (2021-2025), revised African Water Facility Strategic Plan (2021-2025), the 

Natural Resources Strategy (2015-2020), the Strategy for Africa’s Agricultural Transformation (2016-

2025), the Strategy for a New Deal on Energy for Africa (2016-2025), among others. Through its water-

related strategies, the Bank will tailor its assistance to the specific water needs of countries and 

populations.  

5.2 Mainstreaming water security in Bank policies, strategies, guidelines and operations  

For successful implementation of the policy on water, it will be critical to prepare country and regional 

water security assessment reports that will guide the Bank’s engagement at country or regional level.26 

To this end, the Bank will develop water security guidelines. 

Given that water issues apply across all economic and social sectors, the Bank will integrate the water 

security dimensions into relevant sector policies, strategies and operations. In particular, country strategy 

papers (CSPs) and regional integration strategy papers (RISPs) will analyse the water context (nexus) and 

propose programming choices informed by the water security assessments. During periodic reviews, 

existing sector strategies will be strengthened by incorporation of the water security dimension, as 

appropriate. 

Water user sector guidelines and implementation methods shall also be prepared to guide water sector 

operations and initiatives. Given their importance in the Bank’s portfolio and in attaining water security, 

priority will be given to agriculture, water supply and sanitation, energy, industry and transportation. To 

this end, the Bank will broadly consult with all stakeholders including RMCs, CSOs, relevant UN 

agencies and other MDBs developing these guidelines. 

 
25 Including actors in agriculture, water and sanitation, natural resources, energy, transport, human development and the private 

sector. 
26 The Country Water Security Assessment Report will include, among others, an assessment of the: (i) country/regional water 

resources profile; (ii) role of water in the national/regional agenda; (iii) stakeholders’ water requirements and priority areas; and 

(iv) resilience to water-related disasters (e.g. drought preparedness); etc.   
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5.3 Internal coordination 

In the current structure of the Bank, water issues apply across various departmental activities and 

successful implementation of the concepts of water security and integrated water resources management 

requires a coordinated and well-focused approach, bringing together all the water stakeholders of the 

Bank. The Bank, through an operational instruction27 issued by the responsible Vice President, will 

establish an internal coordination mechanism overseen by a Water Coordination Committee (WCC)28 

with adequate capacity, resources and appropriate skills that will be responsible for the following, among 

others: 

• Ensuring that all water-related initiatives are aligned with the Bank’s policy on water; 

• Ensuring that, where deemed appropriate, CSPs or RISPs include a section on water security 

assessment29 in support of future interventions by the Bank;  

• Reviewing all the water-related project proposals and partnership proposals to ensure that the 

principles underpinning the policy on water are accounted for before their approval; and, 

• Preparing triennial monitoring reports for the implementation of the policy in the Bank. 

5.4 External coordination and partnerships  

Successful implementation of this policy will require strong coordination and partnerships with RMCs, 

RECs, RBOs, African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW) and other relevant groupings. As key 

beneficiaries and actors, governments and the private sector will have a pivotal role in the identification, 

development, financing and implementation of water sector projects and programmes. Effective 

partnerships will also be necessary to develop synergies and pool efforts and resources. In particular, the 

areas of collaboration will include co-financing of projects and programmes, development of joint water 

security strategies, knowledge generation and dissemination as well as capacity building. Partnerships 

will be strengthened with academic and research centres to enhance learning processes, innovation and 

adoption of new technologies. The Bank Group will put emphasis on reinforcing its collaboration with 

other MDBs, UN specialised agencies and related initiatives. 

5.5 Monitoring and evaluation  

The relevant quality assurance, strategy and policy departments will monitor the water policy’s 

implementation and assess interim results, including through use of disaggregated information by gender 

and age groups. At intervals of no more than three years, Management will present to the Committee on 

Development Effectiveness (CODE) a Progress Report on Water Operations of the Bank Group. In 

addition, the Independent Development Evaluation Department, in agreement with the Bank Group’s 

Boards of Executive Directors on its work program priorities, will undertake periodic evaluations of the 

Bank’s implementation of this policy.  

Within the framework of its interventions in its RMCs/RECs, the Bank will develop monitoring systems 

based on the outcomes of country water security assessments which it will undertake as part of the 

CSP/RISP preparation process. These monitoring systems will include indicators focused on water 

security dimensions such as availability and quality, demand, economic, social and environmental 

 
27 Operational Instructions: define policies, rules, procedures and guidelines required for the timely implementation of Bank 

programmes and the efficient and effective performance of functions and responsibilities in each complex under the responsible 

Vice-President(s). These are approved and issued by the relevant Vice-President(s). In this case, the Vice-president responsible 

for water development and sanitation will issue the Operational Instructions and oversee the Water Coordination Committee. 
28 This WCC should include all the Bank’s internal stakeholders dealing with water in the various departments - agriculture, water 

and sanitation, natural resources, energy, transport, human development and the private sector. Management will make the 

administrative arrangements to establish the WCC and designate its Chair. 
29 This section will be based on the Water Security Assessment initiated before the preparation of the CSP/RISP to inform the latter.  
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benefits, pressure from climatic variability and human activities, level of attainment of water security, 

and access to sector-specific water services, among others.   

The Bank’s water-related sectors will play technical and backstopping roles by providing necessary 

monitoring and evaluation support to the RMCs. This will help in collecting harmonised data that can be 

compared on a regional and global basis in support of water security in Africa. 

5.6 Policy review  

The policy will be considered for review ten years after its approval. However, should a major change 

occur in the water sector, including a change of paradigm, the Bank may undertake an earlier review. 

5.7 Implementation risks  

Notable risks that may undermine the effective and efficient implementation of the policy on water 

include: (i) security risks prevailing in many countries and regions, particularly those with situations of 

fragility; (ii) political risks such as in some shared water sources; (iii) financial risks, given competing 

demands for government budgets, insufficient donor support, especially in view of the huge infrastructure 

and financial requirements for the attainment of water security, as well as the unwillingness or inability 

for beneficiaries to cover both capital  and operations costs and thus constraining cost recovery; and, (iv) 

governance risks related to the reluctance of some RMCs to undertake essential sector reforms. There is 

therefore a need for political stability and strong commitment from RMCs and the RECs for continued 

economic growth in Africa. The Bank will leverage its resources and support to fragile situations as well 

as build stronger partnerships and synergies with development partners and relevant stakeholders to 

mitigate the above risks. 

Section 6: Conclusion 

6.1 Conclusion  
 

This policy embodies the African Development Bank Group’s recognition of the important role of 

attaining water security and transforming Africa’s water assets to foster sustainable, green and inclusive 

socio-economic growth and development. The policy also embodies the reality that water is a cross-

cutting issue and is a relevant and pertinent component of many other sectors. It is informed by an analysis 

of the opportunities and challenges that RMCs face in the water sector, and lessons learnt from past 

operations. It articulates water security as an objective for the whole Bank and traditional as well as 

innovative operational tools will be used to achieve identified outcomes.
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ANNEX I: Glossary of important terms 

Blue Economy The blue economy is the sustainable use of ocean resources for economic 

growth, improved livelihoods, and jobs while preserving the health of ocean 

ecosystem. The Blue Economy in Africa covers aquatic and marine spaces, 

including oceans, seas, coasts, lakes, rivers, and underground water, and it 

comprises a range of productive sectors, such as fisheries, aquaculture, 

tourism, transport, shipbuilding, energy, bioprospecting, and underwater 

mining and related activities. 

Cost Recovery  The extent to which user charges for goods and/or services generate revenue 

to cover the cost of provision.  

Economic Good An economic good is a scarce resource in the sense that it is limited in 

quantity in comparison to the desire for the resource. Treating water as an 

economic good recognises that water has an opportunity cost. 

Green growth Green Growth means fostering economic growth and development, while 

ensuring that natural assets continue to provide the resources and 

environmental services on which our well-being relies – i.e. a path of 

economic growth that uses natural resources in a sustainable manner. 

Green infrastructure Green infrastructure refers to ecological systems, both natural and 

engineered, that act as living infrastructure designed for environmental, social 

and economic benefits in urban and rural settings. Examples include 

permeable surfaces, green/living walls (vertical gardens), green/living roofs 

(partially or completely covered with vegetation) and street trees. Benefits of 

green infrastructure include reduced urban heat, lower building energy 

demand and improved storm-water management. 

Hydrological environment  The hydrological environment includes an absolute level of water resource 

availability, its inter- and intra-annual variability and its spatial distribution - 

a natural legacy that a society inherits. 

Inclusive growth 

 

Inclusive growth refers to economic growth, which results in wider access to 

sustainable socio-economic opportunities for the majority of people, while 

protecting the vulnerable, all within an environment of fairness, equality and 

political plurality. Inclusive growth is broad-based across sectors, promotes 

productive employment and enhances the resilience of disadvantaged and 

marginalised groups from adverse shocks. (AfDB 2011a).30  

Integrated water 

resources management 

Water resource management is the activity of planning, developing, 

distributing and managing the optimum use of water resources. Ideally, water 

resource management involves all the competing demands for water and 

seeks to allocate water on an equitable basis to satisfy all uses and demands. 
Much effort in water resource management is directed at optimising the use 

of water and in minimising the environmental impact of water use on the 

natural environment. 

Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) is a comprehensive 

approach to water resource management that views water as a finite resource 

with competing uses and inter-linkages with the environmental, social and 

economic systems. 

 

Minimum platform 

The idea of a “minimum platform” for water institutions and infrastructure is 

central to water security. A minimum platform of investments in water 

institutions and infrastructure is a tipping point beyond which water 

investments make an increasingly positive contribution to growth. Below a 

minimum platform, a society is highly vulnerable to water-related shocks.31   

 
30   Inclusive Growth: A Definition.  2011, Unpublished, Tunis, Tunisia, African Development Bank. 
31   Water Policy 9 (2007) 545-571. Sink or Swim? Water Security for Growth and Development, D. Grey and Claudia          

      W. Sadoff. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_resources
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Multi-purpose projects 

 

A multi-purpose project is a single project that aims to achieve multiple 

objectives simultaneously. It provides multiple benefits from a single 

investment. For example, a dam may provide irrigation water, impoundment 

for hydropower, run-off drainage, flood protection as well as secure flows 

during droughts, all at once. The multi-purpose use of water also 

acknowledges that different uses may require water of different quality – and 

so the waste from one use may be the resource for another use (water 

recycling or integrated management approach). For instance, a water supply 

project may meet basic human water demands as well as low scale irrigation 

through the use of its run-off simultaneously. 

Multi-purpose use of 

Surface Water 

 

The multi-purpose use of surface water may include impoundment for 

hydropower or irrigation, tourism, water supply, wastewater management, 

flood protection and securing flows during droughts. 

Nexus Approach  

 

A nexus approach is an approach that integrates management 

and governance across sectors and scales. A nexus approach in water aims, 

at water resource use efficiency and greater policy coherence, among other 

things. Given the increasing interconnectedness across sectors and in space 

and time, a reduction of negative economic, social and 

environmental externalities can increase overall resource use efficiency, 

provide additional benefits and secure the human right to water and other 

related resources. In a nexus-based approach, conventional policy- and 

decision-making in "silos" therefore would give way to an approach that 

reduces trade-offs and builds synergies across sectors. A nexus approach can 

support transition to green economy.32  

Riparian Relating to, or situated or dwelling on the bank of a river or other body of 

water. For example, a riparian country is a country through or along which a 

portion of a river flows, or a lake lies. 

River basin A geographical area determined by the watershed limits of a system of water, 

including surface and underground water. 

Socio-economic environment The socio-economic environment involves the structure of the economy and 

the behaviour of its actors - which will reflect natural and cultural legacies 

and policy choices. 

Tipping point  In the water security policy context, the tipping point is a stage of socio-

economic development beyond which water investments make an 

increasingly positive contribution to growth. 

Transboundary water 

resources 

Water resources (surface as well as groundwater) that cross borders of 

countries or constitute borders between countries. 

Water governance Water governance refers to the political, social, economic and administrative 

systems in place that influence water’s use and management. Essentially, who 

gets what water, when and how, and who has the right to water and related 

services, and their benefits. It determines the equity and efficiency in water 

resource and services allocation and distribution, and balances water use 

between socio-economic activities and ecosystems. Governing water 

includes the formulation, establishment and implementation of water 

policies, legislation and institutions, and clarification of the roles and 

responsibilities of government, civil society and the private sector in relation 

to water resources and services.33  

Water Sector All providers and users of water. The water sector is partly an abstract 

phenomenon, since it is not exactly delineated. The subsectors of potable 

water supply, water supply to irrigation and to industries, sanitation, and 

hydropower are normally included. But, users from other sectors are also 

important stakeholders, such as agriculture, forestry, fisheries, energy, 

tourism and transport. 

Water Security “The capacity of a population to safeguard sustainable access to adequate 

quantities of acceptable quality water for sustaining livelihoods, human well-

 
32    Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water,_energy_and_food_security_nexus 
33    Water Governance Facility, Source: http://watergovernance.org/governance/what-is-water-governance/ 

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/nexus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governance
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Resource_use_efficiency&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Policy_coherence&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Externalities
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Resource_use_efficiency&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synergies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water,_energy_and_food_security_nexus
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being, and socio-economic development, for ensuring protection against 

water-borne pollution and water-related disasters, and for preserving 

ecosystems in a climate of peace and political stability. Water security 

encapsulates complex and interconnected challenges and highlights water’s 

centrality for achieving a larger sense of security, sustainability, development 

and human well-being [...]” (UN-Water, 2013).34 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
34 UN-Water Analytical Brief on Water Security and the Global Water Agenda, 2013.  

   Source: http://www.unwater.org/topics/water-security/en/ 

http://www.unwater.org/topics/water-security/en/

