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O
f all continents, Africa is 
least responsible for cli-
mate change. It has contri-

buted only a small fraction of the 
greenhouse gas emissions that 
are responsible for the climate 
emergency the world faces to-
day. Yet, Africa faces the same 
battles as the rest of the world to 
make itself resilient and tackle the 
impacts of climate change.

Today, Africa is one of the most 
vulnerable and the least cli-
mate-resilient regions in the 
world. This is manifest across all 
corners of the continent. In the 
Horn of Africa, millions are threate-
ned as a historic drought looms. 
In the Sahel, climate change and 
increasing scarcity of resources 
is fueling insecurity. And Southern 
Africa is experiencing lethal rain 
and floods. The need for action 
has never been so urgent.. 

These climate change-induced 
challenges cut across many 
countries and sub-regions of the 
continent. With improved regio-
nal integration and deeper regio-
nal cooperation, African coun-
tries could rally around collective 
climate-adaptation solutions and 
accelerate a just energy tran-
sition. The regional approach 
would elevate the individual 
voices of countries and facilitate 
access to increased global cli-
mate finance. 

The urgency of regional climate 
adaptation action is critical to 
Africa’s future as the continent 
pursues its development trajec-
tory while facing other internal 
and external challenges. This is 
why the African Development 
Bank is spearheading regional 
initiatives that intersect with cli-
mate adaptation, energy transi-
tion and sustainability across the 
entire continent. The Bank is in-
tegrating these initiatives into its 
country and regional strategies, 
anchoring them on its High-5 
priorities and weaving them into 
every Bank-supported operation. 

These operations encompass 
renewable energy, modernized 
transport infrastructure and logis-
tics, industrialization and regional 

trade, and trade finance—initia-
tives all geared towards stren-
gthening regional integration.

Bank financing in Kenya, Mo-
rocco, and the Democratic Re-

public of Congo has supported 
geothermal, solar and hydro-
power projects that are clean, 
renewable, and which bring elec-
tricity to underserved households 
and small business markets. In 
many cases, these investments 
are providing power across bor-
ders and encouraging growth in 
regional trade. 

In agriculture, the African Deve-
lopment Bank is focusing on cli-
mate-proofing and modernizing 
agricultural systems. It is also 
increasing productivity. This is 
helping more African countries 
pursue sustainable practices and 
to graduate from subsistence to 
surplus economies. These ef-
forts are tackling bottlenecks and 
practices that continue to cause 
food insecurity, displacement, 
and conflict. 

More broadly, several African 
Development Bank initiatives are 
helping to lay an effective foun-
dation for commodity-based 
regional value chains that will 
ensure African food security. 
Examples are the Bank’s Tech-
nologies for African Agricultural 
Transformation (TAAT) program, 
the Special Agro-Industrial Pro-
cessing Zones (SAPZs) initia-
tive, and broader investments 
in physical infrastructure, logis-
tics, information communica-
tions technology, and innovation. 
These initiatives are also helping 
to build a robust, surplus-gene-
rating, continent-wide agribu-
siness sector based on modern 
and sustainable practices.

As part of its strategic approach, 
the African Development Bank 
continues to collaborate closely 
with regional actors like Africa’s 
regional economic communities, 
African countries, and develop-
ment partners to mobilize climate 
action and financing for the conti-
nent. The Bank’s leadership has 
full confidence that with all parties 
working together, it will achieve 
climate justice for Africa. 

Towards an integrated
and climate-resilient Africa
and a just energy transition

With improved regional 
integration and deeper 
regional cooperation, 

African countries could 
rally around collective       

climate-adaptation 
solutions and accelerate      
a just energy transition.

Yacine Fal
Acting Vice President, 

Regional Development, Integration 
and Business Delivery

African Development Bank Group
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Know?
Ghana

• Ghana is Africa’s largest gold producer
and the sixth largest in the world. In 2020,

the country produced roughly 139 tonnes of gold.
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The Covid-19 pandemic led to a 
global economic recession, but 
what has been its impact on Afri-
can economies?

What makes this crisis unique is 
not so much its magnitude – Afri-
ca has experienced other major 
crises – but the confluence of 
multiple crises contained within it.

The Covid-19 pandemic, with its 
countless victims, has sapped 
many countries of their vital forces. 
Some 127 million children in sou-
thern and eastern Africa have 
had their school attendance sus-
pended, with detrimental conse-
quences for their futures. 

The economic slowdown has hit 
every economic sector hard. More 
than 30 million Africans are esti-
mated to have fallen into extreme 
poverty in 2021. For the first time in 
50 years, the continent has expe-
rienced negative growth, jeopardi-
zing development gains.

Into this mix comes the climate 
crisis and complex security situa-
tions in the Sahel and the Horn of 
Africa, in addition to the impact 
of the war in Ukraine, especially 
on food prices. It is still too early 
to judge the extent of this food 
crisis, but we already know the 
Ukraine conflict will have a consi-
derable impact: the price of wheat 
has already leapt by 24% in Tu-
nisia and 10% in Nigeria, and has 
also surged in Kenya and Algeria 
- to the extent that the poorest 
households can no longer afford 
to buy bread.    

In the face of this multifaceted 
and far-reaching crisis, what can 

an institution like the African De-
velopment Bank do?

Before even discussing the Bank's 
role, let us pay tribute to the Afri-
can governments that responded 
quickly: they stepped up their pu-
blic health interventions, undertook 
unprecedented monetary and fis-
cal support operations and ex-
panded social safety nets. 

In this emergency context, the 
Bank's primary role is to support 
African governments in their ef-
forts, to mobilize the resources 
they need and to prioritize the ac-
tions most likely to support their 
initiatives.

That is why our priority has been 
to mobilize large quantities of qui-
ckly-disbursable resources for the 
most-vulnerable countries. The 
Bank established the Covid-19 Ra-
pid Response Facility as early as 
April 2020, and this has mobilized 
more than $4 billion.

What does that mean in practice 
for these countries?

Very concretely, it means that 
countries such as Malawi, Sene-
gal and Côte d'Ivoire have been 
able, thanks to the Bank, to sub-
sidize water and electricity bills 
for several months. Nearly 1 mil-
lion households have benefited in 
each of these three countries. In 
Sierra Leone, a particularly vulne-
rable country, the Bank's resources 
have been used to train and equip 
11,000 health workers. And in Sou-
th Africa, 38% of adults and 58% 
of those aged over 60 have been 
vaccinated against Covid, thanks 
to the Bank.

While we have deliberately prio-
ritized public services, the private 
sector has not been left out: more 
than 300,000 African small and me-
dium-sized enterprises (SMEs) have 
benefited from support, such as loan 
guarantees and affordable financing.

Would you say that a crisis like 
this is bound to have an impact 
on the functioning of the Bank?

Absolutely. The Bank has had to 
be flexible and resilient to adapt to 
new country priorities. In Togo, for 
example, where Covid-19 brought 
food security issues, we have res-
tructured our loans to respond to 
new emergencies and constraints. 
But the crisis has also affected our 
work programme. Last year, more 
than 60 of our operations, worth 
as much as $3 billion, had to be 
reprogrammed in order to prioritize 
the fight against the pandemic and 
its consequences. Border closures 
and travel constraints also hampe-
red our work on the ground: des-
pite all our efforts, one third of our 
operations experienced delays or 
implementation difficulties in 2021.

What impact has this had on the 
Bank's clients?

Africa and the Bank have shown in-
credible resilience. Our teams have 
redoubled their efforts to ensure 
that our projects achieve their re-
sults. Last year, for example, we pro-
vided access to safe drinking water 
or sanitation services to more than 
12 million people – that's triple the 
target set for 2021! Our investments 
in the private sector have provided 
more than 130,000 micro, small and 
medium-sized enterprises with fi-
nancial services – that too is double 

our original target – benefiting more 
than 3.4 million people.

The African Development Fund, our 
instrument for supporting the most 
vulnerable countries, was ranked 
2nd out of 49 development agen-
cies for the quality of its develop-
ment assistance. We have another 
source of satisfaction in that the 
Bank was ranked 4th among the 
most transparent development ins-
titutions in the world in 2020. 

This international recognition and the 
results that we achieve every day on 
the ground encourage us to pursue 
our development mission without 
ever giving up on our ambitions.

Climate resilience and a just energy 
transition are at the heart of these 
Meetings. How are these issues in-
tegrated into the Bank's work? 

As far as the Bank is concerned, 
they are a priority! In 2021, 92% of 
our operations were designed to 
incorporate the issue of climate 
change, against 75% in 2015. The 
same goes for our country strate-
gies and policy papers, all of which 
are developed to take account of 
the effects of climate change. In 
2021, 41% of the Bank's total com-
mitments supported projects lin-
ked to climate funding. 

Because combating the effects of 
climate change in Africa is a top 
priority, we shall continue to stand 
with African countries as well as 
alongside the private sector, to 
support them in their energy tran-
sitions and development of clean 
and low-carbon energy solutions. 
They can count on our unwavering 
support. 

"Africa and the Bank
have shown incredible resilience

to the pandemic"
Simon Mizrahi heads the Delivery, Performance Management

and Results Division of the African Development Bank, which publishes
the Annual Development Effectiveness Review, the latest edition of which

was launched at the Annual Meetings.

News
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G
overnors, the board, 
management and staff 
of the African Develop-

ment Bank Group—meeting 
in the Ghanaian capital for its 
annual meetings this week—
devoted much of Wednes-
day to celebrating Africa Day.

African nations and institu-
tions mark Africa Day an-
nually on 25 May to cele-
brate the 1963 founding of 
the erstwhile Organisation of 
African Unity—today the Afri-
can Union. The Bank Group 
held a colorful ceremony du-
ring its ongoing annual mee-
tings in honor of Africa Day 
2022. 

African Development Bank 
Secretary General Vincent 
Nmehielle compered the 
ceremony and set the 
framework for the cele-
bration. He explained that 
the Bank was celebrating 
this day under the African 
Union’s theme of “The Afri-
ca we want." Nmehielle said 
Africa must meet the expec-
tations of young Africans.

This year’s Africa Day co-
mes  at a time when the 
African continent faces 
multiple challenges, inclu-
ding  those stemming from 
climate change like floods 
and desertification;  health, 
notably the Covid-19 pan-
demic and its disruptive ef-
fects; security, with internal 
conflicts and most recently, 
the consequences of Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine and 
the ensuing  war.

In the context of the many 
difficulties driving young 
people to seek prosperity 
outside Africa, often at the 
risk of their lives, the Pre-
sident of the African Deve-
lopment Bank invited young 
Africans to take pride in their 
continent and to remain in 
Africa to invest in its deve-
lopment.

Speaking directly to them, 
Adesina said: "I would like 
to say that, like you, I was 
born on the right continent, 
the continent with 65% of 
the arable land on the pla-
net, with rich soil and forests 
that play an important role for 
carbon in the world. You are 
the strength of the continent, 
and the future is in Africa! The 
African Development Bank is 
working on setting up an in-
vestment bank for youth em-
ployment. It will give young 
people more opportunities to 
train, invest, create jobs for 
themselves and to achieve 
on their continent.

“The same goes for women, 
where the African Deve-
lopment Bank already re-
leased $450 million for wo-
men entrepreneurs, in 2021. 
This year, we approved a 
$500-million funding enve-
lope for women under our 
Affirmative Finance Action 
for Women in Africa (AFAWA) 
initiative.”

The Deputy Chairperson of 
the African Union Commis-
sion, Mrs Monique Nsanzaba-
ganwa, stressed that the year 

2022 had been placed under 
the banner of food resilience, 
under the theme "Strengthe-
ning resilience in nutrition and 
food security on the African 
continent."

Nsanzabaganwa said the 
continent's core concerns 
must never be relegated 
to the background. She 
highlighted among these 
concerns, rising prices, un-
constitutional changes, 
health, water and sanitation, 
and more. She commended 
the African Development 
Bank for supporting the 
implementation of the Afri-

can Union’s Agenda 2063. 
She also thanked the Bank 
Group's Board of Directors 
for the expeditiously appro-
ved financing of the Institu-
tional Support Facility

The Dean of the Diploma-
tic Corps in Ghana, Burkina 
Faso’s Ambassador Pingre-
noma Zagré, paid tribute to 
Ghana’s founding president, 
Dr Kwame Nkrumah, and 
to the "founders of the Or-
ganisation of African Unity 
for their vision of develop-
ment and progress." He 
called for the strengthening 
of the African Continental 
Free Trade Area to increase 
intra-African trade. Ambas-
sador Zagré also expressed 
hope that the African Deve-
lopment Bank would mobi-
lize more resources to carry 
out its projects for the bene-
fit of African countries.

Ghana's finance minister and 
current Chair of the African 
Development Bank Group’s 
Board of Governors, Ken-
neth Ofori-Atta, delivered a 
message of optimism and 
called on African countries 
to be ambitious. "We have 
a young population and by 
2050, Africa will be home to 
a quarter of the world's po-
pulation," Ofori-Atta said. He 
urged African countries to 
build "strong institutions for 
our own prosperity … and to 
achieve our goals." He in-
cluded among these institu-
tions, the African Continental 

Free Trade Area, with its exe-
cutive secretariat in Accra.

The Africa Day celebrations 
continued with artistic per-
formances and other mea-
ningful contributions from 
young people ranging from 
ages 9 to 30s. They shared 
positive messages full of 
hope and optimism to all 
African young people.

Africa Day is customarily 
held on 25 May each year 
and marks the creation in 
1963 of the Organisation of 
African Unity—now the Afri-
can Union. This year's Africa 
Day celebration coincided 
with the 50th anniversary of 
the passing of Ghana's first 
president, Dr Kwame Nkru-
mah. This year's celebration 
coincides with the 50th an-
niversary of the passing of 
Ghana’s first president, Dr 
Kwame Nkrumah. 

T
he United Kingdom may channel some of its International Monetary Fund Special Drawing 
Rights (SDRs) to Africa through the African Development Bank, revealed UK Minister for 
Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean Vicky Ford Wednesday. “Let me be very clear, the 

UK would like to channel some of our SDRs to Africa through the African Development Bank,” Ford 
said on Wednesday at the African Development Bank Group’s 2022 Annual Meetings in Accra. 
“We welcome the Bank’s efforts to develop options for these SDRs," Ford said. Ford was speaking 
during a seminar organized by the African Development Bank to advance a push to empower 
multilateral development banks to act as channels for reallocated SDRs. SDRs are an internatio-
nal reserve asset—not a currency—through which the International Monetary Fund supplements 
member countries’ official reserves.

The UK would like
to channel some
of its SDRs to Africa

VICKY FORD
MINISTER FOR AFRICA AT THE FOREIGN, 
COMMONWEALTH & DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

Africa Day
The Africa we want
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GOVERNORS’ POINTS OF VIEW 

 George M. Weah called
for the establishment of an African carbon

credit trading mechanism. 

LIBERIA
Samuel D. Tweah, Jr.

We now see women
in decision-making positions.

Yet countless women still face limited
job security since many work

in the informal sector.

LUXEMBOURG
Yuriko Backes

The government also developed
a three-year strategic plan (2019-21)
to build national resilience, focusing

on food security and livelihoods, health,
and environmental planning.

SOUTH SUDAN
Agak Achuil Lual

As part of a broad public awareness 
campaign, the ministry in charge of emergency 
management regularly undertakes media and 

social media campaigns to improve awareness of 
disaster management.

RWANDA
Uzziel Ndagijimana

Many governments are paying
more attention to the fiscal consequences

of climate change, which will constitute
an even more pressing challenge

in countries where demographic pressures
will increasingly burden public finances

in the coming decades.

SAUDI ARABIA
Ryadh M. Alkhareif

Its policy response to climate change
is driven by the need to urgently address
the adverse impacts of climate change
on the country’s economy and society

and physical environment.

SIERRA LEONE 
Dennis K. Vandi

Climate change poses an existential
threat to Somalia, but a just energy transition 
needs to balance the country’s commercial 

interests and sustainable, green
growth ambitions.

SOMALIA
Abdirahman Dualeh Beileh

As the pandemic and its successive
phases continue to batter the world,

we are reminded of the urgency
of sovereignty in the health and pharmaceutical 

industries. The objective of health
and pharmaceutical sovereignty is at the heart

of Senegal's recovery plan.

SENEGAL
Amadou Hott

To attenuate these negative effects,
the government has taken steps to ensure

that banks working in Mali can continue
to finance the economy. 

MALI
Alousséni Sanou
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 African Development Bank acting Chief Economist Kevin 

Urama and Vice President Kevin Kariuki hold up copies of the new 

Africa Economic Outlook report.

� On the same day, President Adesina met with the diplomatic 

corps in Ghana.

� To mark the occasion, a panel discussion was held involving 

Bärbel Kofle, Parliamentary State Secretary in the German Federal 

Ministry for Economic Cooperation; Meryame Kitir, Belgian Minister 

for Development Cooperation; Enoch Godongwana, South African 

Minister of Finance; Ernesto Max Elias Tonela, Mozambique's 

Minister of Finance -- all Governors of the Bank -- and Carlos San 

Basilio, the European Bank of Reconstruction and Development's 

Director General for Strategy.




�

The launch of the African Economic Outlook–a flagship publication of the Bank that is 

appreciated by experts, journalists and researchers alike for 

the accuracy of its data and the quality of its analyses–was one of Wednesday’s highlights...

Gallery
PHOTO
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� ... May 25 was also Africa 

Day.

� President Adesina, acting 

Chief Economist Urama and 

Vice President Kariuki share a 

light-hearted moment.

� and � On the same day, 

President Adesina met with the 

diplomatic corps in Ghana.

 and � An attentive 

audience member at one of the 

Annual Meetings knowledge 

events: Building Resilient Digital 

Economies in Africa.



�



� �

�

�
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�

� The 18th African Banker Awards, held 

at the Kempinski Hotel, on the sidelines 

of the Annual Meetings, were another 

highlight.

� � and � Hearty congratulations 

to all the winners! This year, Benedict Ora-

mah, President of Afreximbank, won the 

title of "Best African Banker"!

	 President Adesina and his wife, Grace.

� and � Hitting the dance floor.

� �

� 	

��
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T
he African Develop-
ment Bank Group’s 
Technologies for Afri-

can Agricultural Transfor-
mation platform delivers 
climate-smart agricultural 

technologies to boost Afri-
ca’s food production. It is 
set to play a central role in 
the Africa Food Emergency 

Production Plan to support 
African countries through 
the food crisis caused by 
the conflict in Ukraine. We 
asked African Development 
Bank Group Vice President 

for Agriculture, Human and 
Social Development, Dr 
Beth Dunford, to explain the 
connection.

Q: Before we get to Bank 
platforms and plans, can 
you first help us unders-
tand how the conflict in 
Ukraine is impacting Afri-
ca’s food value chains?

Dunford: The news reports 
coming out of Ukraine that 
we see on TV and online 
are chilling. The images 
are heart breaking. This 
conflict between Russia 
and Ukraine is taking place 
thousands of miles away, 
but its impacts hit close to 
home. The ripple effects 
from the crisis are being wi-
dely felt in disrupted global 
commodity markets and 
trade, and threaten to shake 
Africa’s food systems to 
their foundations.

Many consider Ukraine to 
be the world’s breadbasket 
because, according to aid 
agencies, it exports 40% of 
its wheat and corn to Africa1. 
African Development Bank 
member countries in every 
region in Africa source their 
wheat, fertilizer, and cooking 
oil, in large part, from Russia 
and Ukraine. Take wheat. 
The conflict in Ukraine is es-

Technologies for African 
Agricultural Transformation
crucial to resolving Africa’s 
Ukraine-related food crisis

Africa’s farmers are 

seeing increases of 

up to 300% in the 

cost of fertilizer. 

If access to fertilizer 

this season is 

insufficient, we 

can expect a 20-

50% reduction 

in Africa’s local 

food production. 

And that’s just for 

one season.

Beth Dunford
Vice President | Agriculture, Human, and Social Development (AHVP)

Vice President Dunford met with several TAAT farmers

to learn about how the programme is helping to feed Africa.

SPECIAL FEATURE
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timated to have affected 40% to 
100% of its supply to Africa.

Or consider Africa’s farmers. 
They are seeing increases of up 
to 300% in the cost of fertilizer. 
Would you be able to handle a 
sudden tripling in the cost of 
inputs needed to do your job 
well? If access to fertilizer this 
season is insufficient, we can ex-
pect a 20-50% reduction in Afri-
ca’s local food production. And 
that’s just for one season.

African nations need solutions 
for citizens experiencing expo-
nential increases in costs for 
staples like sugar, wheat, chicken 
meat, and more that stems from 
the conflict. This comes on top 
of already high food and ener-
gy prices. And these are com-
pounding efforts to recover from 
climate-change induced extre-
me weather like flooding and 
drought, or to ‘build back better’ 
from the Covid-19 pandemic.

African Development Bank 
Group President Dr Akinwumi 
A. Adesina recently said, “Afri-
ca must prepare for the inevi-
tability of a global food crisis.” 
That’s what we’re doing with 
our Africa Food Emergency 
Production Plan.

Q: De quelle manière la plate-
forme Technologies pour la 
transformation de l’agricultu-
re en Afrique est-elle liée au 
Plan de production alimen-
taire d’urgence en Afrique ?

Dunford: The Africa Food 
Emergency Production Plan 
provides African countries 
with resources to increase lo-
cal food production and pro-
cure fertilizer. It draws on the 
success of our Feed Africa 
flagship, Technologies for 
African Agricultural Transfor-
mation – or TAAT. 

Since 2019, TAAT has used de-
monstration trials to introduce 
and bulk up certified seeds of 
climate-adapted crop varieties 
for delivery to millions of far-
mers.  For example, since 2019, 
TAAT has delivered heat-tole-
rant wheat varieties to 1.8 mil-
lion farmers in seven countries 
and increased wheat produc-
tion by 2.7 million metric tons 
with a value of $840 million 
during the same period. 

I was recently in Ethiopia where 
TAAT has helped lower wheat 
imports by 50% and aims to 
see wheat self-sufficiency in 
Ethiopia. In the country’s ir-
rigated lowland areas, far-
mers using TAAT-funded 
climate-smart high-yielding 
water-use-efficient heat-to-
lerant varieties of wheat are 
seeing yields increase from 1.5 
metric tons per hectare to 4 
metric tons per hectare.

Farmer Yilma Mamo has been 
farming vegetables for half a 
century. When I met him, he 
was growing his first TAAT 
wheat crop and told me that 
production costs for TAAT 
wheat are dramatically lower 
and that he’s looking forward 
to dramatically higher profits 
in an arid region where he was 
always told that wheat would 
not grow. 

The Africa Food Emergen-
cy Production Plan aims to 
expand TAAT best practices 
to increase food production 
through 2024.  It will scale up 
wheat production with heat-to-
lerant wheat varieties, maize 
production with water-efficient 
maize, and rice and soybean 
production.
In addition, it will create inter-
net and communications tech-
nology-based systems that 

deliver transparent, inclusive 
support to farmers, especially 
women and youth. 

The Bank Group will also work 
with fertilizer manufacturers, 
credit guarantees and other fi-
nancial instruments to deliver 
3.54 million metric tons of ferti-

lizers to smallholder farmers. In 
total, the Bank Group initiative’s 
$1.5 billion investment is expec-
ted to support the production of 
37.6 million metric tons of food, 
worth an estimated $11.5 billion.  

The Africa Food Emergency 
Production Plan sounds like 
a good one. How will it be 
financed?

Dunford: We intend to source 
$1.3 billion in financing from 
African Development Bank re-
sources and from the Group’s 
soft lending window, the Afri-
can Development Fund. The 
remaining funds come from 
humanitarian emergency as-
sistance programs.

Does TAAT’s inclusion in 
the Africa Food Emergen-
cy Production Plan mean 
an end to the flagship in its 
current form?

Dunford: While the Africa Food 
Emergency Production Plan 
provides an immediate, short-
term solution to mitigate the 
impact of the Ukraine crisis  on 
Africa’s food security, TAAT has 
medium and long-term roles to 
play in building up the conti-
nent’s agriculture sector and 
addressing structural issues, 
especially in the seed sector. 
We’ve seen how TAAT’s proven 
technologies are helping to 
feed Africa and improve the 
quality of life for the people of 
Africa. TAAT has millions of far-
mers growing more, and more 
nutritious, food. It is helping 
communities sustain jobs and 
increase incomes. We believe 
that when TAAT is scaled up to 
its full potential, Africa will be 
on the path to becoming a 
breadbasket to the world. 

We intend to source 
$1.3 billion in 

financing from African 
Development Bank.

Ethiopian farmer Yilma Mamo says TAAT-funded, heat-tolerant

wheat varieties will have him harvesting wheat where

he once thought it couldn’t grow.

Ethiopian TAAT farmer inspects her climate-smart,

heat-tolerant wheat.
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As the morning mist rises over the rolling hills 
of Tanzania’s Southern Highlands, Tumaini 
Kilawa carefully paces through the rows of 

her cabbage. Cabbage is a heavy feeder, quickly 
depleting the soil of required nutrients. Tumaini of-
ten sprinkles fertiliser beads on her field to maxi-
mise production, as these additional nutrients are 
essential for her crops to grow.

In Tanzania, the agriculture system is characte-
rised by dry land and erratic rainfall, limiting pro-
ductivity and contributing to land degradation, 
leaving smallholder farmers like Tumaini vulnerable 
to various shocks. Under such conditions, there is 
a need for the optimum use of yield boosters, par-
ticularly fertilizer, to mitigate farmers’ losses and 
reduce poverty.  

To ensure that Tumaini and her fellow have ac-
cess to much-needed fertilizer, from the factory 
to the farm gate, the African Development Bank 
and a local implementing partner have set up a 
$2.4 million credit guarantee scheme under the 
Africa Fertilizer Financing Mechanism. 

The facility supports three fertilizer suppliers and 
30 hub agro-dealers, facilitating access to quality 
fertilizer for 966 retail agro-dealers and 570,239 
smallholder farmers. Fideline Mahenge, a local 
distributor of agricultural inputs, also called a hub 
agro-dealer, started her business in 2001.

Fertilizers and other farm inputs are distributed 
throughout the country via hub and rural agro-
dealers. For this system to work, fertilizer com-
panies must supply the distribution network on 
time and in sufficient quantities. But many of the 

companies have been reluctant to do business 
with the agro-dealers, who are often not deemed 
creditworthy. Many companies prefer distributors 
who pay cash or have bank guarantees to back 
their purchases.

But with high bank loan interest rates, many agro-
dealers cannot mobilize adequate funds to meet 
the growing needs of farmers. Due to shrinking 
profits, the number of agro-dealers also declined 
over the years.

The Africa Fertilizer Financing Mechanism in-
tervention has encouraged suppliers and agro-
dealers to sign agricultural partnership contracts, 
paving the way to stronger relationships 
throughout the agricultural value chain. Under 
the scheme, more than 57,000 tonnes of fertilizer 
worth $26 million have been traded so far.

SUCCESS STORY
TANZANIA

Women entrepreneur

thrives in Tanzania’s

male-dominated fertilizer

sector, thanks to credit

guarantee scheme 

“I was passionate with
the farm input agency because

I wanted to help farmers
produce. Here in Mafinga,

85% of the people are farmers. 
But the big challenge is the

lack of farm inputs, particularly 
fertilizers. So I started

my business with small capital. 
But when I tried to reach
out to different fertiliser

suppliers, they could not support 
me. Due to my small capital,

they did not trust me,”

said Fideline, a distributor in Mafinga 

in the Iringa Region.

William Azalia, General Manager of Guavay, and his colleague controlling fertiliser stocks in one of their warehouses.

Fideline Mahenge, a beneficiary

of the project, in one of her warehouses in Mafinga.
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“With the trade credit guarantee 
project, we can do more sales 
because we are assured of the 

payment in case of a default from 
the distributor,” said Januari Fabiani, finan-
cial manager at fertiliser supplier Yara in Tanzania.

Guavay, a Tanzanian private fertilizer company, 
says the scheme has boosted its credit sales by 
more than 60%.

“This program has increased 
our confidence to extend credit 

and encouraged us to supply our 
dealers with big volumes of fer-
tilizers. And with this, we believe 

it will give us the confidence to 
extend it to other dealers who are 

not yet in this program,”

The fast-tracking of farmers’ access to fertilizers 
is enhancing Tanzania’s agricultural value chain. 
For agro-dealers like Fideline the improvements 
have been tangible. She has managed to supply 
approximately 12,000 farmers in 2020 and now 
employs nine young people in Mafinga. 

Fideline can now confidently take on the challenge 
that pushed her to start her business in the first 
place: helping farmers produce. At the same time, 
she can empower herself and set an example for 
all those looking to take part in Tanzania’s thriving 
agricultural sector. 

Watch a video
on the project here.

Photos on the project
are available here.

Fideline Mahenge’s business is thriving and she is now in a position to recruit young people.

https://vimeo.com/checkinfilms/download/639517874/2c6e625e03
https://www.flickr.com/photos/afdbprojects/sets/72157720131442869/with/51672324793/
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T
he spouses of senior African Development Bank officials this 
week enjoyed a guided tour of Accra, including stops at the 
Kwame Nkrumah Museum and one of the largest road projects 

in West Africa. The trip took place on Wednesday and Thursday while 
the special guests were in town for Bank Group's Annual Meetings. 

The excursion included Grace Adesina, the wife of African Deve-
lopment Bank President Akinwumi Adesina, and the spouses of the 
Bank's governors, who discovered the beauty, history and culture of 
the Ghanaian capital, and the land of Kwame Nkrumah.

The tour started at the prestigious Kempinski Hotel and set off for 
Flagstaff House, the presidential palace famed for its ingenious and 
imaginative architecture. The next destination was the Pokuase In-
terchange, the largest in West Africa, which received $83.9 million in 
investment from the African Development Fund, the concessional arm 
of the African Development Bank Group. Here, the visitors gave their 
phone cameras a severe workout, so taken were they with the sheer 
majesty of the interchange. 

At Kwame Nkrumah Park, Mrs Adesina and the governors' wives re-
visited the rich history of the former Gold Coast and the life of its first 
president, Dr Kwame Nkrumah. They were able to see some of Dr 
Nkrumah's personal belongings during a tour of the exhibition hall, 
along with his works and a photo exhibition of his exhilarating political 
journey, in Africa, Europe, Asia and the United States. The first day 
ended in Kwame Nkrumah Circle Street.

"I am very moved by what I have just seen. Accra is in the midst of 
modernization and we cannot but be proud of that. I would like to 
express my gratitude to the leaders of the African Development Bank 
Group, for having enabled us to make such a rewarding visit," said 
Grace Adesina, who was accompanied by Angela Ofori-Atta, wife of 
the Minister of Economy and Finance of Ghana, the current chair of 
the Bank Group's Board of Governors.

The second day of the spouse program was devoted to a visit of the 
Osu orphanage in Accra. Mrs. Adesina and her delegation donated 
a check for 35,000 cedis (approximately $4,600) to the orphanage. 
Center manager Yvonne Norman welcomed the warm gesture.

“We are here to tell the children that we love them very much. We will 
always be by their side,” said Angela Ofori-Atta. 

From an iconic presidential 
palace to the Kwame Nkrumah 

Museum, a tour of Accra, its 
history and other wonders

News

SWAZI TSHABALALA 

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

We did not allow the crisis to go to 
waste. We strengthened our long term 
sustainability framework, ensuring we 

build more resilience to future shocks. We 
updated our financial and risk policies. We 
undertook a review of our cost structures 
and are currently developing the Bank’s 

new cost containment framework to 
optimise the resources available

for fulfilling our mandate.

AKINWUMI ADESINA

PRESIDENT

AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

The Special Drawing Right has several 
benefits. First, the multilateral development 

banks can leverage the SDRs. At the 
African Development Bank we can 

leverage those SDRs by a factor of 4 
times. So when it is $20 billion, that’s $80 
billion. Whichever way you look at it we’re 
a leveraging machine. ...The SDRs can be 

absorbed by the Bank as equity which will 
expand our capacity to countries.

PROFESSOR KEVIN CHIKA URAMA

ACTING CHIEF ECONOMIST AND VICE PRESIDENT 

FOR THE ECONOMIC GOVERNANCE AND 

KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT COMPLEX

The Covid-19 pandemic and other 
global headwinds did not create 

Africa’s development challenges. They 
only exacerbated the symptoms of 

fundamental structural weakness in African 
economies. In fact, economic headwinds 
provide opportunities for economies that 

can adapt and innovate to benefit from the 
post-crisis markets.

AMADOU HOTT

MINISTER IN CHARGE OF ECONOMY,

PLANNING AND INTERNATIONAL

COOPERATION

SENEGAL

Africa needs to accelerate
its development, as President Adesina 

said. We cannot do small things
every year and take 100 years to do 

something we should do in 10 years’ time 
because at this current pace, we will be 
here in 30 years' time talking about the 

same things.

SAMIA SULUHU HASSAN

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 

REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

I am touched by this award, bearing in 
mind that it is not a personal trophy. If 

anyone deserves it, it is my predecessor, 
former President John Magufuli.

SOLOMON QUAYNOR

VICE PRESIDENT IN CHARGE OF 

INFRASTRUCTURE, INDUSTRIALIZATION AND 

PRIVATE SECTOR

AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

The African Development Bank is proud of 
what you [Samia Suluhu Hassan, President 

of Tanzania] are doing for Tanzania. The 
Bank has and will continue to support 
Tanzania’s infrastructure development 
as it is the key to economic and social 

development.

Verbatim.. .


