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Your Excellencies, 

We are delighted that you can join us for this special high-level event on Africa 

Adaptation Acceleration Program. Thank you, President Macky Sall, for your 

support for our collective efforts on climate change challenges facing Africa. 

Thank you Secretary General Guterres and world leaders for being here. 

Africa can no longer keep quiet.  

I am here with a vuvuzela on climate change for Africa! 

Africa is suffering from devastating effects of climate change, from droughts, 

floods, cyclones, locusts, and army worms.  

Africa is getting beaten up by climate change. 

Africa is getting squeezed by climate change. 

Africa is getting distressed by climate change, and 

Africa is being short-changed by climate finance.  

The financial costs of climate change in Africa are enormous, with the continent 

losing $7-15 billion a year due to climate change, which is projected to rise to 

$50 billion by 2050. Africa, which accounts for just 3% of greenhouse gas 

emissions is the least prepared to cope with its devastating effects.  
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Today, 5 million Africans have been displaced by climate change.  

Latest estimates by the International Panel on Climate Change show that Africa 

will heat up faster than any other region of the world.  

Yet, Africa receives only 3% of total climate finance globally, receiving a 

meager $18 billion per year, while its needs for climate finance are estimated at 

$125 billion per year.  

Put bluntly, Africa is being short-changed by climate finance.  

Today, I carry the hues, the cries, the pains, the distress, and urgent call for 

action by a continent under siege of climate change.  

A call for decisive support to help Africa tackle climate change.  

We come not to beg, but to seek partnership for our efforts and drive.  

We are playing our part. 

The African Development Bank has doubled its climate finance to $25 billion by 

2025. We commit 41% of our total financing to climate finance, exceeding our 

target of 40%.  

We now devote 67% of all our climate finance to climate adaptation, the highest 

level globally on adaptation. Thank you, UN Secretary General Antonio 

Guterres, for recognizing our bold efforts on global climate adaptation.  

We are moving even bolder.  

That is why the African Development Bank Group, and the Global Center on 

Adaptation launched the African Adaptation Acceleration Program (AAAP) 

with the goal of mobilizing $25 billion for climate adaptation in Africa. It is the 

largest effort globally on climate adaptation.  

The African Development Bank has come to the table with half of this amount 

($12.5 billion). All we are asking for is “meet us halfway” to help Africa adapt 

to climate change that it did not cause.  
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Equity, fairness, and shared responsibility requires that developed countries 

provide the balance of $12.5 billion.  

To further raise more resources, especially for the low-income countries and 

fragile states, which are most vulnerable in the world to climate change, the 

African Development Fund (ADF) is introducing a Climate Action Window.  

The Climate Action Window hopes to raise between $4 billion and $13 billion 

for climate adaptation for these countries. What will change with the Climate 

Action Window?  

First, one million hectares of degraded lands will be rejuvenated.  

Second, 20 million farmers will be provided with climate resilient agricultural 

technologies.  

Third, 20 million farmers and pastoralists will be provided with weather-indexed 

crop and livestock insurance.  

Fourth, 18 million people will have access to water and sanitation.  

And fifth, 840 billion cubic meters of water will be provided, as well as 

renewable energy for 10 million people. 

What a difference this will make! 

Your Excellencies, your presence here today sends a powerful signal: that the 

world leaders will hear our voices and strongly support Africa. 

There is no time to waste.  

Words no longer count.  

We must turn megawatts of words into megawatts of financing for Africa.  

We need your strong support for the African Adaptation Acceleration Program.  

We need your strong support for financing for the Climate Action Window of 

the African Development Fund. 
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Let’s revive hope. 

Let’s ensure fairness and justice. 

Today is the time to do so. 

Right on African soil. 

Thank you very much. 

 


