
 

SPEAKERS AND PANELISTS BIOs at Programme Launch of Mainstreaming Natural Capital in African Development Finance (NC4-ADF) 

Name  Bio Picture 

Professor Kevin 
Chika Urama,  
Senior Director, 
African Development 
Institute, African 
Development Bank 

Kevin Chika URAMA, FAAS is currently the Senior Director of the African 

Development Institute at the African Development Bank Group, responsible for 

shaping and leading the bank-wide capacity development in the Regional Member 

Countries (RMCs) to accelerate delivery of the High 5 priorities of the Bank, the 

SDGs, and Agenda 2063. He is also an elected Fellow of the African Academy of 

Sciences (AAS); a Distinguished Professor of the University of Nigeria Nsukka; an 

Extra-Ordinary Professor in the School of Public Leadership, Stellenbosch 

University, South Africa; an Adjunct Professor at the Sir Walter Murdoch School of 

Public Policy and International Affairs, Murdoch University, Western Australia; an 

Expert Partner of the Africa Progress Group Chaired by Former President 

Olusegun Obasanjo, and was Visiting Professor at the Department of Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Public Policy, University College London. Prior to his 

appointment as Senior Director of the African Development Institute, he was Senior 

Advisor to the President of the African Development Bank Group on Inclusive and 

Green Growth – Strategy, Policy Development, and Implementation.  

 

Kevin has held various executive leadership positions in the academia, 

international organizations, the private sector, and is currently in a multilateral 

development bank. Prior to joining the African Development Bank, he was the 

inaugural Managing Director of the Quantum Global Research Lab established in 

Zug, Switzerland; former Executive Director of the African Technology Policy 

Studies Network (ATPS) established in Nairobi Kenya; Director of Research and 

Training of the ATPS; Senior Research Fellow at the Macaulay Land Use Research 

Institute established in Aberdeen, United Kingdom; Deputy Chairman of the OMFIF 

Economists Network, and inaugural President of the African Society for Ecological 

Economics. Kevin holds a Ph.D. in Land Economy from the University of Cambridge, 

 



United Kingdom. He won the 2002-2003 James Claydon Prize for the most 

outstanding Ph.D. thesis in economics or related fields at St. Edmund’s College, 

University of Cambridge. He was named the Technology Executive of the Year by the 

Africa Technology Awards in 2012. He has published in various media and has 

served on / contributed to many international and inter-governmental scientific 

panels/reports including the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change (IPCC); 

Green Growth Best Practice (GGBP); the International Resource Panel (IRP); the 

OECD Green Growth and Poverty Reduction Task Team; the UNESCO Governing 

Board of the International Research and Training Centre for Science and 

Technology Strategy (CISTRAT), Beijing, China; and the Green Growth Knowledge 

Platform (GGKP) Advisory Committee; the High-Level Panel on Global Assessment 

of Resources for implementing the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020; 

among others. He serves on various boards and global research committees to 

deliver inclusive green growth and sustainable development. 

 

Andre Hoffmann, 
President, MAVA 
Foundation. 
 

André Hoffmann is the Vice Chairman of Roche Holding, Switzerland and serves on 
the board of the fully owned subsidiary Genentech Inc. in California (USA). 
Alongside his non-executive roles in the family business, André Hoffmann has a 
distinguished cursus in nature conservation and sustainability.  
 
He has served among others on the board of WWF International as Vice-President. 
He is the President of Fondation MAVA and of Fondation Tour du Valat in the 
Camargue, France. André Hoffmann has joined the Board of SystemIQ to help 
positively disrupt critical economic systems; the Board of Trustees of the World 
Economic Forum, as well as of the Center for the Fourth Industrial Revolution in San 
Francisco.  
 
He has also been instrumental in establishing the Hoffmann Global Institute in 
Business and Society (HGIBS) at INSEAD, his Alma mater, and chairs its Advisory 
Board. André Hoffmann studied economics at St. Gallen University and holds an 
MBA from INSEAD. 

 



Kate Newman,  
Vice President for 
Sustainable 
Infrastructure and 
Public Sector 
Initiatives, WWF-US 
 

As World Wildlife Fund (WWF) vice president for sustainable infrastructure and 

public sector initiatives, Kate specializes in policy development and large-scale 

conservation planning focused on nature-positive infrastructure.  

 

 For over 30 years with WWF, Kate has worked with colleagues around the world to 

integrate conservation science into socio-economic development through 

community-based conservation, protected area management, conservation 

finance, terrestrial/marine ecoregion planning, and green/blue economy policies.   

Pre-WWF, she supported civil society organizations in farm-to-market road, mini-

hydropower, and rural clinic development with the US Agency for International 

Development in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. BA in anthropology from the 

University of Virginia and MSc in environmental management from the University 

of London.  

 
 

 

Ben Simmons,  
Head, GGKP, co-
hosted by UN 
Environment 
Programme (UNEP) 
 

Benjamin Simmons is the founding head of the Green Growth Knowledge 

Partnership. Prior to his current role, Benjamin coordinated the establishment and 

implementation of the Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) initiative, 

a groundbreaking effort involving over 500 experts to draw attention to the global 

economic benefits of biodiversity and the costs associated with continued 

biodiversity loss.  

 

Benjamin was also Head of the UNEP Trade, Policy and Planning Unit where he 

managed UNEP’s trade and environment program and served as the principal 

UNEP delegate to the World Trade Organization. Benjamin is the author of 

numerous articles, papers and book chapters examining the interface between 

environmental and economic policies. Prior to joining UNEP in 2003, Benjamin 

worked as an environmental lawyer for a private law firm in New York City and 

served for two years as a Peace Corps volunteer promoting sustainable 

agricultural systems in southern Senegal.  

 

 
 



He holds a Juris Doctorate from Columbia University School of Law and a master’s 

in international Affairs from Columbia University School of International and Public 

Affairs. 

 

https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/benjamin-simmons  
 

RABENANDRIANINA 

Rivosoa 

Directeur Général du 
Développement 
Durable, Madagascar 

RABEANDRIANINA Rivosoa. 
Director General of the Environment and Sustainable Development. 
Economist by training, with a Diploma of Higher Education Specialized in 
Environmental Analysis and Policy, RABENANDRIANINA Rivosoa has evolved 
within the Ministry in charge of the Environment since 2010.  
 
Having as main aspiration to see Madagascar become an emerging country, 
through the efforts of the Current Generation on the consideration of the 
environment as the basis of development and putting "the human being" in the 
center of the management of the environment and natural capital. 
 

 
Alice Ruhweza, 
Director, Africa 
Region, WWF 
 

 
Since July 2019, Alice has served as Regional Director for Africa at WWF. She 
ensures the organisation is highly influential, can shape Africa’s sustainability 
agenda domestically and globally and effectively deliver its global conservation 
priorities to achieve conservation impact within the WWF network. 
 
Alice has led various conservation, and environmental portfolios, including; 
Conservation International (CI), where she progressed from Executive Director of 
the Vital Signs Programme to Interim Vice President of Sustainable Production, 
and finally Vice President of Programs and Partnerships. 
Before this, Alice led the UNDP’s Global Environment Finance Unit in South Africa 
for six years. 
 
A multicultural leader, Alice has worked across the globe in different capacities 
for organisations such as the National Environment Management Authority in 
Uganda, Forest Trends (USA), Sprint Corporation (USA), as a consultant for the 
World Bank, UNEP Economics and Trade Branch, the UNFCCC Secretariat, the 
Foundation for International Environmental Law and Development, and the 
Institute for European Environmental Policy. Her duties included a wide range of 

 

https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/benjamin-simmons


issues ranging from the Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity, Trade and the 
Environment, Environmental Governance, Innovative Finance and many more. 
Alice holds a Bachelors in Social Sciences from Makerere University (Uganda), 
and a Masters in Agricultural and Applied Economics from University of Wisconsin 
(USA). Alice is an Aspen New Voices Fellow, a Henry Arnhold Conservation Fellow 
and a Fellow of the Salzburg Global Seminar. 
 
Social Media Handles: 
Facebook - Alice Ruhweza  
Instagram - @aliceruhweza  
Twitter - @aruhweza 
LinkedIn - Alice Ruhweza 
 
https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/alice-ruhweza  
 

Niels Breyer, 
Executive Director of 
the AfDB, 
representing 
Germany, 
Luxembourg, 
Portugal and 
Switzerland, German 
Federal Ministry for 
Economic 
Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ)”  

Niels Breyer is since 2020 the Executive Director for Germany, Luxembourg, 

Portugal, and Switzerland in the African Development Bank. An official of the 

German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation (BMZ).  

 

Since 1987, he dealt with African affairs for the most time of his career. He headed 

the Central, West and also East Africa divisions in BMZ, he served as the 

coordinator to the G8 Africa Personal Representative to the Federal Chancellor and 

also worked on the African Development Bank in earlier times. He gained on-the-

ground experience in Somalia, Mozambique and recently in Nigeria where he led 

the German support programme to the ECOWAS Commission. For several years, he 

was also working on the MDGs as well as on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. Niels Breyer is a development economist and has a banking 

background. 

 
https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/niels-breyer 

 

https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/alice-ruhweza
https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/niels-breyer


Nathalie Berlusconi-
Osterwalder,  
Executive Director, 
IISD Europe, and  
Senior Director, 
International Institute 
for Sustainable 
Development (IISD 

 
Nathalie Bernasconi-Osterwalder, LL.M, is a senior international lawyer and heads 

the Economic Law & Policy programme of the International Institute on Sustainable 

Development (IISD). 

In this role, she works with developing country governments across Africa, Asia 

and Latin America in relation to bilateral and regional investment treaty 

negotiations, investor-state contracts (with a particular focus on mining and 

agriculture), model investment treaties and foreign investment laws. 

 

Nathalie has extensive legal, policy, and training experience in the area of 

international trade, investment, sustainable development, human rights, 

international environmental law and arbitration. 

 

She previously worked as an attorney at the Center for International Environmental 

Law in Washington and Geneva, where she also managed the office. Earlier, she 

was a fellow at the International Institute of International Economic Law at 

Georgetown University Law Center and worked in Hanoi, Vietnam, for a legal 

reform project of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and for the 

Australian law firm Phillips Fox. In Switzerland Nathalie is admitted to the Bar of 

Basel and has worked for the Justice Department, Berne, in the Section for 

International Law. 

She is based in Geneva and is fluent in English, German, and French. 

 

https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/nathalie-bernasconi-
osterwalder 

 

http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/organization/international-institute-sustainable-development-iisd
https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/nathalie-bernasconi-osterwalder
https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/nathalie-bernasconi-osterwalder


Mr. Willing Zvirevo,  
Director for Resource 
Mobilisation and 
Climate Finance 
Infrastructure 
Development Bank of 
Zimbabwe (IDBZ) 

Willing is a holder of a Bachelor of Accountancy (Hons.) Degree from the University 
of Zimbabwe and a qualified Chartered Accountant with diverse professional 
experience covering audit, accounting, investment banking, lending and structured 
finance. He has worked in middle and senior managerial positions for KPMG 
Corporate Finance, NMB Bank Limited and Sagit Finance House Limited; and then 
as Partner at AMG Global Chartered Accountants (Zimbabwe) in charge of the 
firm’s Corporate Finance practice.  

Prior to joining the IDBZ, Willing was in the Cayman Islands where he gained 7 years 
of alternative investments experience whilst working for the Citco Group, the 
world’s largest hedge funds administrator. He brings strong insights into 
alternative investment platforms, including knowledge of fund structures, 
investment strategies and complex financial products. 

He is responsible for driving the Bank’s Resource Mobilisation Strategy, which 
includes initiatives to scale up and broaden the Bank’s capital base; establishing 
and nurturing strategic partnerships with other DFIs and Multilateral Institutions; 
debt issuances; Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) and Climate Finance initiatives. 

 

 

Harsen Nyambe  
Director of Blue 
Economy and  
Environment, African 
Union 

Harsen Nyambe Nyambe is Director of Blue Economy and Sustainable 
Environment at the African Union. He has 23 years of professional experience, of 
which 14 years of his career has been in international organisations covering the 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) as a Senior Programme 
Manager responsible for Natural Resources, the Commonwealth Secretariat as 
Head of Climate Change and the African Union Commission.  
 
Prior to that, he served as a Deputy Director in the Ministry of Environment and 
Tourism and in the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry of Namibia. He was 
also once a Head of the National Remote Sensing Centre in the Government of the 
Republic of Namibia. Furthermore, he taught Environmental Impact Assessment 
and Ecology at the University of Namibia. His passion lies in fostering sustainable 
development through effective management of natural resources and the 
environment. 
 

 



Dr. Vanessa Ushie, 
Manager, Policy 
Analysis Division, 
African Natural 
Resources Centre 
(ANRC), African 
Development Bank 
(AfDB), and Co-Chair 
of the NC4-ADF 
Programme  
 

Vanessa Ushie is the Manager of the Policy Analysis Division at the African Natural 

Resources Centre of the African Development Bank, where she oversees the 

economic and policy analysis on natural resource management. She is the Co-

chair of the AfDB-GGKP Natural Capital for African Development Finance (NC4-

ADF) programme. 

 

She was previously an Advisor on Mineral Sector Governance at the African 

Minerals Development Centre (AMDC), United Nations Economic Commission for 

Africa (UNECA), and jointly served as AMDC Liaison to the AU Department of Trade 

and Industry. Before joining AMDC, Vanessa led Oxfam’s Pan-Africa Programme on 

the Extractive Industries. Prior to that, she was Helleiner Fellow in the Governance 

of Natural Resources Programme at the North-South Institute in Ottawa, Canada. 

She also served as Director of Institutional Advancement and Head of the Natural 

Resources, Energy and Environment Thematic Area, and Director of Research, at 

the Centre for the Study of the Economies of Africa (CSEA) Abuja, Nigeria.   

 

Vanessa holds a PhD in Economics from the School of Oriental and African Studies 

(SOAS), University of London, United Kingdom 

 

Profile Uploaded 
https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/vanessa-ushie 

 

https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/vanessa-ushie


Laurent Some, Head 
of Policy and 
Partnerships, WWF 
Africa Region 

Laurent Magloire SOME, Head of Policy and Partnership for the Africa Region, 

WWF-International 

Thirty-five years of progressively responsible experience and leadership in high 

level policy dialogue and advocacy with a wide range of governmental and non-

governmental actors, diplomacy, strategic partnership development and 

management, coalition bbuilding, iinnovative biological research, strategic 

environmental planning, and resource mobilisation. 

 

Executive with extensive experience in the development, management, 

monitoring, and reporting of large and complex natural resources conservation 

and sustainable management iinitiatives and programmes. Technical proficiency in 

international development, geopolitics, Africa-China cooperation, Africa European 

Union cooperation, with demonstrated success in building and management of 

multi-disciplinary and multi-cultural teams. Excellent interpersonal, 

organizational and management skills, including office administration, budget 

development and management, multi-party negotiation and conflict resolution, 

information exchange, database management, and strategic communication. 

Training and facilitation, assisting partners in developing individual and 

institutional capacity to undertake research, conservation and development 

activities, and to formalize institutional and inter-institutional relationships. 

 

https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/laurent-some  

 

Ako Charlotte Eyong 
Principal Climate 
Change and Green 
Growth Officer at the 
African Development 
Bank. 

Ako Charlotte Eyong works as Principal Climate Change and Green Growth Officer 
at the African Development Bank. She coordinates the Bank’s climate change and 
green growth interventions within the Central Africa Regional Hub - building 
climate-resilience and promoting low carbon development. She has previously 
worked at the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 
coordinating REDD+ projects with focus on rights-based approaches to 
conservation and sustainable forest management. She has also worked on 
wetlands conservation and wise use as part of the Ramsar Convention Secretariat. 
She has a background in water management and integrated water resources 
management (IWRM), climate change and sustainable forest management, and 
conservation and participatory approaches to policy and strategy development at 
local, national, regional, and international levels.  

 

https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/laurent-some


 
 

Georg Pallaske, 

Senior Associate, IISD 

(Presentation: 10 

minutes) 

Georg Pallaske is an IISD associate and has worked with the organization in 

different capacities over the past 5 years. He has more than 5 years of experience 

in economic modelling and policy analysis within the field of sustainable 

development.  

 

Areas of professional expertise include the use of systems approaches in 

assessing the outcomes of investments and policy interventions across sectors, 

industrial development policies and material interests of economic actors at the 

global, national, landscape, and project levels. 

 
John J. Maughan, 
Research 
Programme 
Manager, GGKP, and 
Co-Chair of the NC4-
ADF Programme 

John J. Maughan manages the Green Growth Knowledge Partnership’s (GGKP) 

programme for neutral, inter-institutional research and in-country science-policy 

applications. He serves as the primary focal point for the GGKP collaborative expert 

groups and has coordinated six such groups on major themes including natural 

capital, trade and competitiveness, metrics and indicators, behavioral economics, 

green growth and the law, and sustainable infrastructure.  He is the Co-chair of the 

AfDB-GGKP Natural Capital for African Development Finance (NC4-ADF) 

programme. 

 

Prior to joining GGKP, John worked on international economic and environmental 

affairs at the UN Environment Programme and in the US Government. He has 

produced various publications on international economic law and sustainable 

development. 

 

Originally from Minnesota, USA, he is an alumnus of the Graduate Institute for 

International and Development Studies in Geneva, Switzerland, and of Reed 

College in Portland, Oregon. 

 

 



 
 
 

Sanjay Srivastava, 
Practice Manager for 
Environment, Natural 
Resources and Blue 
Economy, West and 
Central Africa, The 
World Bank 

Mr. Sanjay Srivastava is Manager of Environment, Natural Resources and Blue 

Economy Global Practice for a part of West and Central Africa region at the World 

Bank based in Washington DC. He is a trained Chemical and Environmental 

Engineer with more than 30 years of development experience with focus on 

promoting environmental sustainability and climate change agenda. His leadership 

experience includes 15 years in Africa and South Asia region; and several years 

with private sector (manufacturing and environmental consulting companies), 

public sector, donors and non-government organization (conservation NGO).  

He is a global leader with experience in developing program of policy dialogue, 

institutional building, promoting cleaner technology and enhancing better 

management of natural capital to support green, resilient, and inclusive 

development in the West and Central Africa. 

https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/sanjay-srivastava  

 

Stefan Atchia, 
Manager, 
Infrastructure, Cities 
and Urban 
Development 
Department, AfDB  
 

Stefan Atchia is currently the Manager for the Urban Development Division at the 

African Development Bank, coordinating a team of urban specialist bringing 

support and resources to cities from governance, planning, project preparation 

and investments. 

 

Previously, he worked for COWI, a Danish engineering consulting firm and was a 

technical advisor to the Government of Mauritius at the Ministry of Infrastructure 

and the Ministry of Finance. 

 

Profile Uploaded 
https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/stefan-atchia 

 

https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/sanjay-srivastava
https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/person/stefan-atchia

